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CHAPTER I 



UP THE TRAIL 



.<i 



JrsT why ray father mov«t, at Om close cf tb|i 
civil war, from Georgia to Texas, is to this goorl 
hour a myatei-y to nie> While wo dUl rot eiacUj" 
heWiig to the pour ^vliibes, vre classed with them in 
povtrty, being renters ; but 1 am iuclinad to think 
my parc:itd were intcJlectually superior to that 
oouamon type of the South. Both wcro ior«ig& 
bom, my mother being Scotch tknd my father & 
u^rtb of Ireland luan, — oa I roiQeaLber him, cow, 
impulsive, hasty m notion, uid eIow to confeifi A 
fault. It W3ts hU impuhiveneaa that led bim to 
Wouteer aad servo four ye»rH in the Cutifederate 
army, — trying years to my motber, with a brood 
^f seven chiMreu to fetd* gurb^ and house. Tha 
war brought me my ioitSation as a cowboy, of 
which I have now, after the lon^ lapse of yearsi 
ihn greater portion of whiuh wi^re spent with <^^ 
tli^, a. distinct recollDOtioa. SherraAn's army, in 
ita mnreh to tho eea, pnsBed throi^h our couutyf 
devastating that section for milea in its puBsing. 
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Foraging parties acoured the oountiy on ettlier 
flido of it« path. M^ mother had warning in time 
and set her boUie m order. Our work atook coa- 
flifited of two ytik^ of oxon, \vhilo our cattle num- 
ber^ tlirtiU covSf anJ for saving them from tho 
fomgerfl c^etist must b^ given to my moCber'a gen- 
eralship.-' Therd traa a wilJ oanebrake^ in which 
tha cattJB fed, severaJ hundred iicres in OKtent, 
about, dmiJe from our little farmland It was neces- 
9Ai-^ to bell them in order to locate them when 
■vian^d. Hut the cows were in the habit of coming 
ilp to be milked^ and a soldier can hear a bell oa 
well as anyone. I was a lad oE eight at Iho time, 
and while my two older brothora worked our few 
fields, I was sent into tho canabra^e to herd the 
cattle. We had removed the bella from the oxen 
&nd cowa, but one ox was belled nfter datknonfl ^aoh 
evening, to be un belled i^in at daybreak. 1 always 
carried the bell with me, stuffed with grass, in order 
to have it at band when Mauted. 

During the £rst few days of the raid, a nuinher 
of mounted foraging parties passed our bouse, bub 
its poverty was all too apparent, and nothing was 
molested. Several of these parties wore driving 
herds of cattle and work stock of every de«iTiptiont 
while by day and by night gins and plantation 
houses were being given to the flamea. Our one- 
roomed log cabin was spared, dne to the ingeniona 
tale told by my mother as to the wbereabonta of my 
iftther; undyetahetaughtLercbildi^eu tofearGod 
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and tell the tmth. My ngil waa trying to one of 
my yeots, for the days seemed like wecka, but tho 
importanoe of biding oitr cattio was thoroughly im< 
pressed npon my micd. Food was soorotly brought 
to me, and nsder qoy^t of darkneea^myQiothGrand 
eldest brother would come and milk the cows, wben 
we would all return home together. Then, beforft 
dnybreak, we would be in the c^ne listening for tlia 
first tinkle, to find the cattle ajid remoyo tha bell. 
And my day's work coinnieiiced aa&^^ 

Uuly once did I come near betraying my tniflt. 
About the middle of tho third day 1 grew rery 
buogry, and as tho cattlo wore J3^ng down, i «rept 
to tho odgo of the canebrake to see if tny dinuer was 
not forthconiing. Soldiers were in sight, whleh e>- 
lllined everything. Concealed In the rank cane T 
Itood and watched thom. Suddenly a aquad of fiva 
or Bis turned a point of tha brake and rode within 
fifty faet of nie, I stood like a stone statue, my 
oODcealment being perfect- After they bad passeiU 
I book a stop forward, the better to watoh them as 
tbey rode away, when the grasB dropped out of tho 
bellanditdattorod. A red- whiskered soldier heard 
tho tinkle, and wheeling his horse, rode back. I 
graeped the clapper and lay flat on the ground, my 
heart beating like a trip-hammer, (£e rodo within 
twenty feet of me, peering into the thicket of cane, 
iOitl not seeing anything nnnfiual, tm-ned and gal- 
loped away after bia cumpaniona. Then the losaon, 
taught uie by naymother^ of being ** faithful ovgta 
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fevr tbicgfl," flashed through my minJ, and thottgli 
001 cattle were »|Mir<id (o us, I felt veiy guUty. 

Another yWiiI recollection of those boyhood days 
in Goor^U w&a the rdtcirD of my father from tha' 
iiruy. The nowa of Leo's Burrcodor Lad roarbed 
US, ftud all of 12a watched for hia eoming. Though 
he was Icng delayed, when at Ust he did come rid- 
ing hnme on a BwalloW'inarlted broum miile, he was 
a cot]c|ueriiig hero to us cluldreu. We had never 
owned a hor^e, and he assured hh that the animrd 
wiw his owa» and by turcs set ua on the tired mule*9 
bftok. He escpl&incd to mother and as children 
how, though he was an infautrym&n* he came into 
poGsession of the animaL, ^~ow, however, with my 
raature yeatE and knowledge of brands, I regret to 
state that the mule had not heeu condemned and 
was in the " U, S/' brand. A story which Priest, 
»*ThttRebeI/'ono^ told me throws some light oo the 
matter; be a^iserted ths-t all good soldiers would 
steal. '* Can you tjike the city of St. LouU ? " was 
asked of General Price. ** I dou^t know as I can 
take it/' replied the general to bla consulting supe* 
riors* *^but if you will give me Lout&iana troops, 
I"llagree toBtoalit/' 

Thoujjh my father hnd lost nothing by the war» 
be was imjiiiticiit to go to a new Gountrr- M^uy of 
hia farmer comrades were going to Toxs^, and, as 
our worldly poases^ions were movable, to Texas we 
started. Our four oxon vem yoked to the wagon, 
u nhich our few household affects were loaded and 
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in wliich motber and tbe smaller children rode, and 
with Ch« cows, doga, and eJder boya brining up the 
rear, out CRrnviUi aCarted, tny father ridbg; the mule 
and driving l\ni ocen. It was an entire ziiinimur^a 
trjp^ fitll of icnirlent, privatioo. auJ hardahip. The 
stock fared well, hut sevei-al times we were com- 
pelleJ to halt and secure work in order to supply 
our limited larder. Thzough certain aeotiona, bow* 
ever, ^nh and game were abiindant, I remember 
the euthufiiaeni wo all felt vrht^n wo ruuohed the 
SabiQd Rivert and for the first time viewed the pro- 
mifted land- It was at a ferry, and the slug^sli river 
waa dieep. When my father informed the ferry- 
man that he had no money with whieh to pay the 
ferriage, the Intler turned on him remarking, san 
cao^cally: *'What. no money? My dear air, it 
certainly can^t make much difference to a man 
which «ide of the river be*a on, when he taa no 
money/' 

Nothin^dauntedbj this rebuff, my father argned 
the point at some lun^lh, when the ferryman rdeated 
so far as to inform him that ten miles higher up, the 
fiver waa furdable. We arrived at the ford the 
npxt day. My father rode luntias aud hack, tfisting 
the stagv uf tht* water and the river^H hottoin before 
dnVing the wagon in. Then taking one of the older 
beys behind him on the miile io order to lighten 
the wftgoo, he drove the oxen into tlie riyer* Near 
the naiddle the water was deep enough to reaeh tho 
v^oQ box, but with shontingg and a free dpplicp 
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^n of the god, we horri^^d through in eafoty. One 
of the wheel oxen, a bla^k steer which we called 
*' Pop-4iye/* ooiilil l>e ridden, and 1 Btr&ddled him 
in fording, lavin^^ my aunbtirned feet in the cuol 
wftter. The cowa were driven over next, the dogs 
BwimmiiLg, and gt Ust, bag and baggage, we were 
in T«ias. 

We reached the Colorado Itiver early in the fall, 
where we stopped and picked cotton for several 
rooothn, making quite a bit of money, and neav 
Christmas readied our final destination on the San 
Antomo River, where we took up land and built a 
house. That was a happy borne ; the country waa 
Dew and supplied our simple wants ; wo had milk 
and honey^ and, though the fig tree was absent, 
along tlie river grew endless quantities of muBtang 
gr»pBs. 

At that time th« San Antonio valluy was prin- 
cipally a oattle oountry. and as the boys of our 
family grew old enough tlie fascination of a liorse 
and aaddio waa too strong to he resisted. My two 
older brothers went first, but my father and mother 
made strenuous efforts to keep me at home, and 
did so until I was sixteen. I euppoeo it ia natural 
for every eountry hoy to be fascinated with some 
other occtipation than the one to which he ia bred. 
In my early teens, I always thought I hhonld like 
eitht;r to drive six hontes to a stage or olerk in a 
store, and if I could Luve attained either of tboao 
lofty heights, at that age, I would have asked no 
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more. So ray father^ rather th^n s^e me follow in 
the footsteps oF ray older brothers, seottred me a 
■ittaation in a village ntore some twenty ntSltt^ dia- 
taiiL The st^^rekeeper was ft fellow countryman 
tot my father — from the same county m Ireland, 
in fact — &ad 1 waa duly elated on g^etting: away 
from home to tba life of tbo village, ' 

But my elation waa i^hort-Hvod. I was to rcccivo 
no wages for the first aixmoothe. My fnthert^ua- 
s^led the morobant to work lue Iianl. Aud, if pos- 
Aible, furemeof the "fonliKh notion," as he termed 
it. The »torekeei>er Piired mo. The first week I 
was with him he kept nif^ in a ba^k warehouse Ehall- 
in^ ooni. TliH nevond «e*?k Htartt-d oat no better, 
I waa given a shovel and put aa the stj'oet io work 
out the poU'lju* not odIj of the riievohaiit hut of 
two other clerkfl in the store, Hera was twa weeka' 
vorit in sigbi, but the third morning I took bi^eak- 
faat at home. My iQcrcantile cai-eor had ended, 
and forlhwith I took to the range as a preacher's 
eon tftkea to vioe. By the time I was twenty there 
Wftft 00 better oow-hand in the entire country. I 
oould, besides, speak Spanish and play the Mdle, 
And thought nothing of riding thirty miles to a 
dancev The vagabond temperament of tlie range 
I uaaily assimilated, 

Chrifltmafi in the 8outh is always a seanon of foi- 
livity« and the m^net of mother and home yearly 
drifw ns to the family hearthstone. There we 
bnthei^ Difit and exohaugcd stories of our ei^e- 
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mucoa. But one jwir both my bpolhtn-B br&iij^hi 
hotuG a new experienoo. Th^y haci been up Wim 
trail, and the wo^j^roua etoriea they loJd nbuul ilia 
QiOrtbeTn ccnntry set my blood on fire^ Until tlivn 
I thought r had bad adventui^H, hnt mine pnl^J into 
iasigiiiiiLi&iice W^iilethi^ir!^, The foil our it:Lg 8tj in inert 
my cldeat hrotber, Iliiliert, hiiii&tlf was to boss a 
herd up Uifl trail, and I pleaded with Viax U> givo 
me a b«rth« but he refused tne, £33-111^: ^^No^ 
Tommy; the trail U one place whore ft fort^miia 
can have no favorites. H&rd&htp and privatiim 
must be met, and the men mnst throw tlii-^me^l res 
eqtialJy into the collar, I don^t doubt but you 're, 
a good hand ; atill the fact tbat you 're my brother 
might oanse other boys to think 1 would favor you- 
A trail outfit baa to work an a unit, atid dlaJtenFiioni 
wonld be ruinous.*' T had hh^u favciritftim shown 
on ranrhes, and underatood his position to be right. 
Still I felt thnt I muat make that trip if It wera 
posmble. Finally Robert* seeing that 1 vras oyer- 
ftnxions to go, came to me nnd said : ^^ I Ve beCJi 
linking that if I rooonimendi;d >ou to Jim Flood, 
iny old foreman, ho mi^bt kik^ you with hini next 
year. He is to have a herd that will lake five 
months from start to delivery, and tbat vrilL be the 
ehanufl of your life. I'll ftw him next wvek and 
make a atroug talk for yon.^* 

Trne to his word, he bespoke me a job with Flood 
the ni^xt time he met him« and a week later a letter 
from Flood reached me* terae and pointed, engaging 
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my aervioos aa & trail hand for iha vonun^ aummer. 
Tho outfit would ptiea near our homo on its vay to 
receiver lL« cattle whiuh were to inakv u[> tliu trail 
herd. Time and place were Appointed wh^ra Iwaa 
to irieet tliem In tlju middle of Ma,rch, atid T ftlt aa 
if I were made, I rBniernber m/ itiother and »iifitera 
twitted me H,ljout the swagger thrtl oame into my 
walk, aftur the reoelpt uf Fluod^a letter, and even 
&H!(rrted that I sat my horee aa straight us a poker. 
PoBaibly 1 bnt was n't I going ap the trail with Jiai 
Flrtixl, the l>od9 foreman of Don Lovclij the co'^maii 
and drover? 

Our little ranflli was near CiboU*) Ford on the 
river, and aa the outfit passed down tbe ootmtry, 
. theyoroased at that forrl and piclceij me up. Flood 
wa8 Qtit with then^ whi^^lt whh a diHtappointmeut 
to niu, "Qiiinua" Fon^st ai'ting -x^ ttet/nnJo at tha 
tiufi. They hail four inulfts to the " chn«k " wsgou 
nodor Baruey McCaon aa ooijIc, while tLe Tcmuda^ 
vndcr Billy Honeymau aa Lorae wrangler, uum- 
borod a hundi-cd and forty-two, ten hoi'saa to 
th^uian^with two oxtra for the foreman- Tlieu, 

I for tho first time, I learned that we were going 
down to the mouth of the Eio Grande to receive the 
h"rd f r'lm ftcrosTi thenvor \x\ Old Mexico- and that 
tliwy were rontraoted for delivery on the Blaehfoot 
Indiftn TteinrvAtion in tho northwest corner ol 
Moalana. Luvell had seyeral coatrai^a with the 
Indian Department of the government that year, and 
hod boeB graatdd tho privilogd of bringing iu, free 
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of duty, any cattle to be used in filling Indian con- 
traots* 

Mj worst trouble was getting away from borne 
on the morning of starting. Mother and my sis- 
ters, of course, shed a few tears ; but my father, 
atera and iinbendiDg in bis manner, gaTO me 
hifl benediction in these words ; " Thomas Moore, 
you 're the third son to leave our roof, but your 
father's blessing goes with you. I left my own 
home beyond the sea before I was yoor age." And 
aa tliey all stood at the gate, I climbed into my 
saddle and rode away, with a lump in my throat 
which left me speechless to reply. 



CHAPTER II 



RECmVENti 



Tt wbji a nice ten ilaya' trip from the San Aiy 
taniit lo tliB Rio Grande River, We laan^e twentj- 
Ere to thirty milea a daj, giving tlie saddle Loraee 
all the ajdvantage of ^aaiu^ on the wa^^. fiather 
than hobble, Fcrrcet night-herded them, UEing five 
f^uards, two mea to tho watoh of two hoofa e&oh. 
'* Afl I have little hope of ever riaing to th« dtgnitj^ 
of foreman," said our segundo^ whQa ftrrangiDg 
the goiirds, *^I*ll take this occiLHinn to show you 
varmii^ts whnt an iron will I poaHeaa. With th6 
umonnt of help I have, I doo't propose to even 
calt^h a night horfto ; and I Ul give the cook orden 
to bring me a cup oi cofEue and a cigarette before 
1 arise in the morning, I Ve been up the trail b&- 
foro And reuliEe that tln^ Authority is ahort-itvcd, 
80 I propose to make tho moat of it while it loata. 
Now you nil trow your places, and seo you dftn't 
incur jour foreman's displeasure/' 

The outfit reached Brawnaville oa MaiN^h 25th, 
where wH pii'hed np Flood and Lovell, and drop- 
ping down thcj river ahont r,\x miles below Fort 
Brown, went into camp at a cattle ford known at 
I^uo Ganado. The Bio Grande waa two hundred 
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jards wide at this point, and at its llien sUiga waa 
almoHt swimiiitbg from batik to l>aiik. It liail vei'y 
little current^ and nlien winda nere favorable tbe 
tide from the Gulf ran in above tho ford. Flood 
hnd spent the pa^t two wcoka across the river, re- 
ceiving and road-branding tLe herd, so wbeji the 
cattle sboidd rea^^b tbo riror on the Mexican eide 
we were in honor bound to accept everytbing bear- 
ing the " circle dot '* O on tbe left hip. The con- 
tract called for a thouaanc] ebe cattle, three and 
four years of age, nod two tlioUEiniul four jitkI five 
ytiar old beeves. eHtimabed aa siiffiuieut to fill a mil' 
tioa-pouod beef coutr/tut^ For fear of losses on 
the trail, our foreman had accepted fifty extra bead 
of each class, and our herd at starting would num* 
ber tliirty-one hundred bead. They wure coming 
up from ranches in the interior, and we expected to 
orosa them the first favorable day after tlioir ai-ri- 
val- A number of different rancberos had turned 
in cattle in making up the herd, and Flood reported 
tbera in good, stpong oondition, 

Lovell and Flood were a good teaju of cowmen. 
The former, as a youtb, bad carried a musket in 
the ranks of the Union army, and at tbe end of 
that struggle, cast his fortune with Tezaa. Where 
others had seen nothing but the desolation of war, 
Lovell saw opportunities of bueincs^, and bad yearly 
forged ahead ae a drover and beef oontrnctor. He 
vaa well caloulated to manage the cattle business, 
but was irritable and inclined to borrow trouble, 
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tiberefore onqualificd peraonflllj to oversee ttc a^ 
tuaJ maDagejueDt of « cow herd. Xa repose, Don 
Lovell WfV£ slow, almoat did], but m an emorgcDCjr 
was a«coiitfihiikgIy qukk-witted and alert. Ho uovcr 
ineisted on temperance amon^ htia men, and tbou^li 
uAoally of a pl&cid taaiperaiiketit. wli«n out of Uv 
bacco — Lord I 

Jim Mood, on the olher hand, whs in a hundred 
rvajiertM the aittlthaais of lus einpluyer. Bom to 
thv fiuil t>f Tuias, he knew uotlilug but cattle, Lut 
he Itnew them thon>«gbly» Yet in their calling* the 
|iajr were a haimoniotis unit. He never croesod 
a bridge till he reached it, was indulgent vith bia 
men, and would overlook any fiiult^ ao long afi they 
rendered fattbfid aervioo. Priest told me thit in- 
cident : Flooi bad hired a man at Red Riviar the 
year before, wben a sotf-appointed guardian pre- 
•ent colled Flood to one side and said, — 

'* DoD*t yon knnw that that man you 've juat 
(tired ta the worst drunkard ii; this country?*' 

^Kot 1 didn't know it/' replied Flood, ''but 
I 'm glad to bear be ia. I don*t want to ruin an 
innocent man, and a trail outfit is not soppoeod to 
have any morals. Just so tbc herd don't count out 
shy oD the day of delivery, I don't mind how maciy 
dritilc* the outfit takes." 

The neit morning after going into oamp, the 6rBt 
ibing was the allotment of our mounts for the trip, 
Flood had the fii'Bt piok, and cnt twelve bays and 
browns. His preference fur solid oolors, though 
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they were not the largest m the r^ivda, showed 
bu practioaJ «eDB9 af horH^a. When U ca.me the 
boys' tttm to auty wb were only allowed to ciut one 
at a tiuie by lurnfl, even casting lotn for fn-st choioe. 
We liiul ridden tlio horses enough to have a fur 
idea as to tHeir luentA, ai»d eveiy Iful was his OffQ 
judge* There n<;re, oa it happeae J« only three piuto 
hcrsea id the «utite saddle stoch. aiiil these tliroo 
were the last left of the entire bunch. Now a Httle 
boy or girl, and many an older person, thinks that 
a apottod horse ia the real thing, but practical cat- 
tl4> un.'ii know itat this fr^ak of cnlor in rjLnge-l>red 
hor&es ia the resuJt of in-and-in breedirg, with con- 
Beqnen^ physit^t anJ mental d<'terirjnL it>n J It was 
my gt^uil furtnue that njorniug to get a good moimt 
o£ hotBea, — three son-ela, two grays, two coyotes, a 
Ijlaclu a brown, and a gntlta. The black was my 
Beooiid pick, and though the color ia not a hardy 
on<-» hj^ ^' hread-baakct " iodicatod that hi^ oould 
cai'iy fiKid fi>r a long rido, and ought to be a good 
swimmer. My jadgment of hito vas oonSrraod 
throughout the trip, aa I used him for my night 
horse and when we had swimming rivers to ford, 
I gave this black the name of " Nigger Boy." 

For the trip each man was expected to fiirinnh 
hia owoJ^oooutrem^ntaTj lu ajiddles, we had the 
ordinary Texas make, the honfiingH cf which cov- 
eted our mQunta from withers to hips, and would 
weigh from thirty to forty pounds, bedeched witL 
the latest in the way of trimmings and trappingB. 
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Our bndles wei'e in k^epjug with tb& Bnddka, the 
rotuh as loug aa p]cug;h Vmet^ white tlie bit waa fro< 
quently otTani^iita] and ci>0tJy< The utdiap«tiaablo 
aliL^ker* a greatcoat of oiled canvas, wQ.e <svor fkt 
bni»cl, swuroly tied to our oantio stringa. Spnrv 
woi'e a laitttftr of t».Mte. If a rldvT carried a quirt, 
h» usually dispensed with apiira, though, when usedf 
thofie wilh large, dull row^U were the itjalce com* 
monly chosen. In the matter of le^gings^ not over 
\vi\f our otitBt had unj. as a trail hi^rd always kept: 
in tLe o|>en, aud €T£C«|it for uigLt licnliug thuy vera 
too warm io fluiDmer. Our craft never used a cat- 
tle wbip, hut if emer^oucy required, the loose end 

of ft ropO acrrcd instgad T a-nd wq ,ft mnrp hu nifmg, 

£ilhor Flood or Lovell went into towo ovorif 
afternoon with gome of the boys, expeotJng to hear 
from the cattle. On one trip they took alon^ tho 
wagon, laying in a month 'n supplies. The rest of 
tiH aniusvd oiir.wlves in various wayn. One after- 
noon when tliti tiide was in, wu tried our Bwunming 
hm-ses lo the river, stripping to our undorcluthiog* 
nnd, with nothing but a bridle on onr horaei, 
plunged into tidewater. My Nigger Boy 8wam 
from bank tc bank like a duck. On tbo return 1 
slid o£f behind^ and taking his tail, lot hirn tow ma 
to oar avni aids, vhero ho arrived enorting liko a 
tugboat. 

Om^ evening, on tbeir return from Brownsvillo, 
Flood brought word thut th<^ berd would oamp thnt 
uight within fifteen miles of the river. At day* 
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break Lovell and the foreman, with " tox " Quni- 
terni^bt aad tny self, start^jd ti> meet tha bcrd* Thd 
Doarcst ferry wae at Brownsvillo, and it waa olovon 
oVlotlc when WG rtTAuhQd th^ o^ttla Flood huA 
dUpeiiHed with an iitterprBter and bad taken Quar- 
tern igbt and nw* along tixlo the interpn^ting. TLa 
oattle were wtU alied nnd in good flesL fur sut:)i an 
early ueaaoii of the year, ami in receiving, our fore- 
man Lad buen carefid And had accepted onlj such 
OS lind strength for a long vojage. They were 
the longdeg^g^ei-K long-horned Southern cattle* pale- 
colored as a rulo, posKeBaed the running powers of 
a deer, and in an ordinaiy walk could travel with 
a horae. They had ahout Ibitlj v:iqueros und«r ft 
corporal driving the herd, and the cattle werealrung 
out in regidai trailing manner. We rode with 
them until the noon hotir^ when, with tho umler- 
Btantiing thai they were to bring the herd to Paso 
Ganado hy ten n'olook the following ilay, we ri>tle 
foL< MatAiiioroa. Lovdl h^ otiher berdu to p^larL on 
the trail that yean and was very aDxioaa to cross 
the oattlo tJie following day, eo fis to got the weebly 
atoamer — the only mode of tru.vel — wbit^h left 
Point Isabel for Gidvoston on the fii'st of April. 

The neit morning was bright and clear, with an 
oast wind, which insured fl flood tide in the river, 
On iirflt sighting the herd that morning, we made 
ready to cross them as soon as they reacberl the 
river. The wagon wan moved up within a hunclreil 
y&rda of the ford, and a Aiibslantial corral of topes 
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WAM stretched. Then the entire saddle i«tock waa 
driv«Ti in, 80 as to be at band ia (?aae a hsAty change 
of moiinU waa reqiured- liy this tinie nnneyman 
ki]«^w (.im horees of eiuA\ Timii\uionat,so all va liad 
to do w&s to Biug out uur Lorse, &iid BiJI^ would 
hsve a rope oa one and have him &t band befcrre 
you could unaacIdJe a tired one. On acoountof 
ear iingiiUtic ocoomplulimeDta, Quftrtemight and I 
viere to be sect across the river to put tho cattle in 
and otherviec assume control. On tbe Mexican 
itde there was s. single Btrlng of High bniah ivaca 
on the lower aide of the fonl, ooramenning well out 
iu the water and ninning back nboiit two hundred 
yardM, thitA giving us a hulf chuLe in forcing the 
cattle to take awiuimlEig water. TLib ford Imd bcou 
in ate for years io crossing oat tie, but I believe thia 
wofl the filet herd ever crossed that was intetidod 
for tbe trail, or for beyond tlie bounds of Texas. 

A\ hon the herd waa nitbin n mile of the river. 
Fox and I shed our saddJoSf boots, and Aucplua 
clothing and started to meet it Tbe water was 
chilly, but we struck it with a shout, and with 
the cheers of ourGutfit behind us, swam like smug- 
glers, A Bwimmiug horse needs freedom, and v/a 
icjircely touched the rehis, but with one Imnd bur- 
ukI ID a maue LolJ, and giving gientle Hlajvs on tho 
Deck with the otlier, we guided our horses for the 
other shore- I was proving out my black, Fox had 
a g^ray of oquat band diaplaoenii^nt, — both good 
>Tiniujort» : and on reaching the Meitioan shoro, 
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we dismounted and &Ui>wed tli^m to roll in tbe 
warm fiand- 

Flootl hftd ^ven UB geaand instruetionii, ftiid we 
1ia1t«<l tbe li&rd altont lialf a mile from tliu rivtir. 
Tbe M^xicfta corporal wa4 oidj too glad to bave 
UA assume charge, and asauied u« that he and 
bis outfit were oura to oommand, I at once pro- 
claimed Fox Quartcrnight^ wbosc years and expe- 
rience outranliod mine, the i/ringo corporal for tbo 
day, at which tho vaijucroa smiled^ bni I notioed 
they never lued the word. On Fox'h su^eation 
the Mevii'aTi corpora.J brought np hU wagon and 
cormlled hih horses as wb hnd don^, when hia f<ook, 
tooiirdeltght, invited all Uiliave eofTife before star^ 
log. Tbiit (.'ook won our everlasting if^arcls, for his 
oo£Fee waa d^lioiouB, We praised it bigbly, where- 
upon tbe eorpotal ordered the cook to have it at 
band for the m&n m the intervals between croasing 
tbe different buncbes of cattle, A Marcb Jay on the 
Rio Grande with wet clothing U not summer, and 
tbe vaqueroe heaitated a bit before following the 
example of Quartern ight and myself and dispena- 
iug with «!]ddlca and boota, Fire men were th^n 
detailed to hold the herd as compact as po^aible, 
and tlie remainder^ twentj-^ven all tudd, cut off 
about three hundred head and started for the river, 
1 tuok tie lead, for tliough cattle are less gregad- 
nm_liy 'iiitnim thin other animala, under presburf 
of excitement they will follow a leader. It wai 
about noon &nd tbe herd were tiurety, 00 when wc 
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r«&che<l IJ30 hrusb chute, all hands started them on 
& run for the water- When tho cattle were cmco 
beidtj tho winf^ wd went rn-pidly, four vft^neroe rid- 
ln;r outside the fence to keep the catlle from tiirTiing 
thd cbatd OD readiing Kwimtnirg w»ter. The lead- 
«hi WBi"* ci*owdi»g iim clime wbeu Niggtir l»rea8led 
the water, aiid oIoBely foUo»e<I hy Hevernl lend 
futttle, I etruok Htralgbt for tbe Ajuericftu sbore. 
The vaqueros forced every Loof into tli© river, fol-^ 
lowLDg and aLouting as fur as the uiidstt^eaTD, when 
tbey were swimming so nicely, Quarterni^ht oallod 
off the men ajid »U tamed their bor§ee baolc to tho 
Mexican Btde. On landing oppouite tlie Qxlt from 
the ford, our men held the «attte 3a they oams ont, 
in ewler to bait the next bunch. 

I rested my honie only a few luinates before taJc- 
ing tlie water again* but Luvell urged me to L^ka 
an extra horaa ucroBs, so us to have a lOiange in 
cane my bWk became fagged in awiiuiniug- Quar- 
ternight was a harsh segundo^ for no aoouer bad I 
reached the other bonk than {\i^ cut o^ tJie ftocond 
bunch of abi>ut four hundred and started tbem. 
Turning Niggor Boy loose behind the bi'nsh fenoe, 
•o aa ta be out of the way, I galloped out on my 
t«COnd hor^e, and meeting the cattle, turned and 
again took the leml for the river. My subsdcnta 
did not svrim with t1ie freedom and eaae of the 
hlaffk, and aeveral times cattle swam %o near nie 
that I oonM lay my hand on their backs. When 
about halfway over, 1 heard shoutings behind mo 
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in Kn|:IUli, aod on IdoUihj^ back saw NiggCT Hoy 
flwimining after ii«. A iiiiiub«ir of vaqueroB at- 
tempted to oatpclk hiitii. bat he outnwani them &Eid 
cntno out with tho cattle ; the exoitouont vas too 
Hnush for htm to miss, 

En.?h trip vras & repetition of the former, with 
T&r^ing iocM^nt. Every hoof wjls ever in less than 
two boitr^^ On the la»t trip» in which there were 
about aevGU hundred lie&d, tL<; honis oi one of the 
Mexii^^a \aquerDB took cnunps, it VFait Kuppoud, 
at aboat the Entddle of the river, and aaak with- 
out h niomeut^s warning. A nupiber of lis heard 
the man's terrified err, only in time to see boise 
And rider sink. Every man within reach turned to 
the rescue, and ft moment later the man roee to the 
surface- Foicau^'ht him by tbe shirt. und, shakiD|; 
the water out of him, turned bim over to one of the 
otbt^r VH^uero&i who towed him hftek to tbeir own 
aide. Strange aa it may appear, tbe horse never 
came to tlie surfaee again, nhieh supported the aLi|V 
position of cramps. 

After a change of clothea for Quartemight and 
myself, and rather late dinner for all Laudd, thero 
yet remained the oountiitg of the berd. Th» Mexi- 
can corporal and two of bia men had coroo over for 
the purpoBe, and though Lo\^ And eeveral wealthy 
rancherofl, the aallcre of the cattle, were present, it 
remained for Flood and the corpora] to make the 
final oounti as between buyer and seller. There 
was also present a river ^lanl, — sent out by the 
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Uoited Statea Cnatom House, aa a matter of foum 
in the entry papers. — who also iooUted oa oouat- 
in^. In order to LjLve a second count on tha li6rd, 
Lovoll ordered The Kebel to count opposite the gov- 
firoment^a tn&n. We strung the cattlo out, now Jo^ 
with wa^t^r, and aftar Ti]»,ldTig quit« a <^iroLc. brought 
the herd around where Ihere was quite fl hluff bank 
of the river, Th« h^^rd handled well, aiid for a 
ijnarter of an hour we Lined them between our four 
ujoiinted cxJUutafB, The ouly differencu m the 
QiauDer of eoaattng between Flood iiud the Mex- 
ican eorporal was that the Americau used a tally 
ttriDg tied to the pommel of hia saddle, on which 
were ten knots, Icecpicg eount by slipping a knot 
on ojxch «T(^n hundred. whQo iho Uexioan used ten 
small pebbles, shifting a pebbk from one hand to 
tho ottier on Lundreds. ''Jnat a mere difterenod 
ia nationality," Lovell had me interpret to the sell- 
ing donfi. 

When the eoiant ended ouly two of the men 
agreed on nambers. The Rabel and the corporal 
making the same thirty-oue hundred and five, — 
>'Jood being one under and the Cuatom House man 
one crer. I'OvoU at ouee accepted the count of 
Priest and the corporal ; and the delivery, whiell, 
fti I learued during the inlerpretiog that followeil, 
WAS to be sealed with n supper tha.t night in 
Browns I'llle, was con hui a ma ted- Ijovell whb com- 
pelled to leave ns^ to makti the final piiyTDent for 
Ui9 herd, and we would nob see hUa again for bodis 
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time. Tbey wore all soatod in tho voLicle readj 
to »tart for td^^i when tho oo^ncan aiu<] to hia 

"Now, Jim, I can*t give you any pointers on 
tiAndlliig B httrd, but you haive until the lOtli day 
of September to reotiL ih*i Blackfoot Agenny- Au 
average of fifteen ulIIqs a day will pot you tliere 
on time, so don't hurry, 1*11 try aud ftee yon At 
Dodge and Ogaialla on the way. Now, live well, 
for 1 lUce your oiittit of men. Your credit letter ia 
good anywhere you need auppliea, and if you want 
more horses on the trail, buy them and draft on me 
througli your klter of credit. If any of your men 
meet with accident or get slok, look out for them the 
B&me as you would for yourHelf, and 1*11 honor all 
bills, AdJ don't be attngy over your expeuse ac- 
eoirntf for if that bard doiv't make money, you and 
Ihatl bettei' quit cows.'* 

I bad been detained to do any interpretiug need- 
ful, and at parting Lovell bcoUoned to me. When 
I rode alongside the oarriago, he gave mo his hand 
and said, — 

^^ Flood tells me to-day that you 're a brother of 
Bob Qiiirb, Bob is to be foreman of inyher<l that 
I 'm putting up iu Nuenes County. I 'ni glFid yon Ve 
here with Jim, tbougb, for tt ^s a. longer trip. YeB, 
yoa^ll get all tbe circus there is, and stay for tbe 
concert besides. They s&y God is good to the poor 
ftnd the Iriah; and if that 'a so, you 'U pull through 
a11 right. Good-by, aon/' And as he gave me & 
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liMrty, rin^Tig ^'p of the h^nd, I could &^t iiolp 
foulmg fneudly towurd him^ Yankee tliat he was. 

After Loved aud the doni ha<i gone, Flood or- 
dftrbd MoCaiiii to ntova hia wngon bnclt from the 
ifveraboiit a inile- lb was now t<xi 1a,t« in tlm ilsy 
to Htort the herd, ftud we vaated to grxze tbeiu well, 
aa it waa oui' fii'^t uight with them- About hall 
oar outfit grwed them around on a liirge circle, pre- 
IM»toT7 to btinging them up to the bed ground as 
it g^revr dusk, la t he jptrammded freedom of the 
n ative range, a oow or stoor will pick old dry gMS 
on whicti to lie down, and if it i&_Bumn igr> wil^ 
prcftr a>i elevation anflioient t o eatc^h an y paifliug 
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Tn*e/e, Flitodwa-s faciilmr witb tba habits of uat- 
tie, auil selected a iiioa elevation oti whii^h the old 
dry grass of the previous Bumin^r's growth hiy 
uiatt«d lik« a eaqmt, 

Our saddle horsos by this time were fjurly well 
broken to camp life- and, with tha Ciittle on band, 
Dight lienling them had to bo abaudoited, Billy 
Honeymnn, however, hud noticvod several horaua that 
WfsVfs inclined to etmy on day herd^ and thei^o fe^ 
iHiders were ao well markL'd in hia memory tbBt, ns 
ft ttiAttdr of prei^antion, he insitited en putting n ropo 
hobble on them. At Lwery noon mid night eamp 
we strung a to]je. fnim \\m hind wheel of our wnj^^on, 
And ujiotber from the end of the wagon tongue Imck 
bo etakei driven in the ground or held by a iiiau, 
forming a tmuf^ulur corral. Thua in aivm miuutL^a, 
qadcr any oouditiooSt we could oonstruot a tempo- 
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rarjr corral for oatcLiiig % cbatige of nioutiLs, or for 

tliij wrauglur to hobble un trust wo iLby biirsaa. On 
tbc trail nil horses Are free s^t uLglit^ e£{ie;}it tbe 
regaiar uigbt onea, wtich are used coiiiilaiitlj dur- 
ing tliG entire trip, und uD<Ier ordinaij coDdilicn* 
keep 9broDg and iiaprovc in fleab. 

Boforo the herd waa broiig:ht ia for the nighti 
And duT-iDg thd eupper hour, Flood Annaunood the 
guardn for the trip. As the men UHUally bunked in 
pair^t the foreman chose them as they slept, but 
wjis under the naceaaily of splitting two berths of 
bedfellows. '^ Rod " Wheat, Joe Slallluga. and Ash 
BonowsfcoQf wew assigned to the first gnard, from 
dght to ten tlurty P. M. Bob Blades. '^ Bull " Dur- 
hain« and Fox Quartemight were gi7en second 
^ard, froai ten tliirty to one, Paul Priest, John 
Ofhoor, aud myself made np the third watch, from 
ono to three thirty. The Rebel arid 1 wore bunkies, 
ami tbi& choice) of ^iiaj\lH, while not ideal, wae taaoh 
better than splitting bt^dfellows and having them 
annoy ea*?b other by going out and returning from 
guard aejutrattdy. The ouly fniilt I ever found 
with Priest wuH that he could u»e the poorest jud^ 
meut in selecting a bt^d ground for our blaukets, acid 
always lalhod and told atorlea to me until I fell 
asleep, lie waa a light sleeper himself, while I* 
bein^ much younger, was tlie rerersOi The fourth 
and last guard, from three thirty until relieved 
after dajbreak, fell to Wyatt Roundtree, Quinoe 
Forrest, and " Mosb ^' Strayhom. Thaa the only 
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the outfit not on nig'ht dutr 



men in tne outnt not on nig'ttt nutj wore Hone; 
man, our horae wrangler, Barney McCanri, otit 
ooolc, &iirj F1do<1, the foreman. The latter, how* 
evor, maclo up by ri^tinj;^ nlniost 'loiillo as niuc}i na 
any man In bis cutfit. He never left tlie herd 
until It was bedded (town for the night, aud we 
60uld alwuya hear him quitlly arouaing the eoak 
Mid hoTFie wrangler an honr h^for^ daybrt^ak. He 
always kept a liorse cm piiiket for llie nighty aikd 
often touk th« beril afi it left ihtt bed ^ruuad at vicar 
dawn. 

A half hour before da-rk. FlooU aod all the bard 
mMi turned out to bed down the cattle for our first 
night. They had been well grawed after counticg, 
ftnd as they aamo up to tbo bed ground there was 
not a hnng;ry or tbirBty animal iu the lot, All 
fidcmed anxious to \^& down, iind by cireJiog around 
■lowly, while gradually clofttn^ in, in the eouiT^ie of 
Imlf an hour all were heddi-d nWiy on possildy five 
cr six aei'^H. I reinenibei' th«i^ wer^ a mimber of 
mulcya nmorg tbo Oiittle, aud tliese would nc*; ven- 
ture into the compact herd until tbi^ others bad lain 
down. Being hornlrs^i, instinct tniight them to be 
on the defuneivD, and it was i^otiocable that tht;y 
ware tbe iiret to arise in the moniinH;, in advance of 
tiieir horned kin. When all bad laia down, Flood 
and the first gtiard remained, the others returnmg 
to the. wftgim. 

The guards ride in a circle about four rods out- 
nde Ui0 aleepiug cattle, and by ndlog in Djipoaite 
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directions make it impossible for STty anitn^ to 
make its eacapo without boing noticetl b^ tbo riden* 
The ^ar(U usually eiiig or whittle coctinuouaiyT so 
that the sleeping lierd may knoir that a friend and 
not nn enemy is keeping vigil over iheir dreamsL 
A ftWpiu^ herd of (rattlti make a pretty pioture on 
a uleur muoitliglit ui^ht, ebewtng thittr <!iii1s nnd 
gxunting aoil blowing over conteuted fatoiuauliB. 
The night hoi-seB sood learn their duty, and a rider 
may fall aaleep or doze along iu the aaddlc, but the 
horses nill tnaintain their di&tuuoe in their toisurely, 
e^utinGl roundSi 

On roturnin(5 lo the wa^n, Ptieet and I picketed 
our hors«s^ fuddled, whei« we could easily fiud tbein 
In the darkness, and unrolled crur Imd, We Kaul 
two pairs of blankets i>iich, wliirb, with an onlinary 
wn.goii sLeet doubled tof a t^rpanliu^ and uc>nts and 
boots for pillows, comptetfid our uoueh. We slept 
othetwUe in our clothing worn during the day, and 
if smooth, aaudy ground waa avaUfbble cu which to 
spread our bed, wo had no trouhks in sleeping the 
fileop that long hours in the saddlo were certain to 
'^ing. With all his pardonable faults, The Rebel 
^as a good bunkie and A hail companion, this be- 
ing bis sixth trip over the trail. He had been with 
Lovell over & year before the two made the dia- 
coverv th^it tliey had Leen on opposite sides during 
the ^'liitti unpleasantness.'* Ou making thia dis- 
covery, Lovell at once rechristened Priest "The 
.Gobel," and that uauie ho always bore. He was 




RECEIVING 



S7 



flfteep jeftrH my aenioi' at this tiicQ« a won^lei'fitllj 
complex oature^ haideoed by unusual experleucea 
intg a cluwacter the gamut of wLose moods ran from 
that oi a good-natured fellow to a man of unre- 
lenting seventy In anger. 

We were sleeping a rine knot gaie when Fox 
Quartemight of tbe second guar<l called ua on our 
watoh. It WS.S a d^ar, sCany night, and our guard 
inon pfiflaed, the cattle aleeplng like tired soldiers. 
When the last relief cmue on gu^rd attd we hud 
return^ to our bl&aket8, 1 rememher Priest telllug 
rae this little inaiddnt us I fell asleep. 

'* I was at a dance once in Live Oak County^ and 
there was a Etuttoring fellow there hy the natue of 
Lem Todhunter. The girUf it aeeni», did n^t ooro 
to danee with him, and pretended they couldn't 
understand him. He had asked every prl at the 
party, and received tbe same answer from eanh 
— they conld n't imdeMtand him, ' W-w-w-eU, 
g-g-g-gfj to liell, then. C-c-c-oan y^y-yon understand 
tluit?^ be said to the lii^t ^r!, and lier brother 
threjitened to mangle him horribly if he did n*fc 
apologize, to whiob he finally agreed- lie wont 
back into the house and aaid to the girl, 'Y-y-you 
n-n-n-need n't g-g-g-go to hell; y-y-yoiir bb-b-bro- 
thet and I have m-m-made other 'r-r^r-range- 
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Oh the monLLDg of April 1, 1982, out Cirab 
I>ot berd etaited on its long tramp to the Black* 
foot Agency m MontauHi With six men od €acli 
aide, and tlic herd etrimg out for three qimrtcre of ft 
mile, it conJd only be <!ora]>aied to some inytliical 
serpent or Chinese OrELgou, lis it moved forward on 
ita sinnoTia, a&niJ-like course. Two i-iders, known 

■4is point men^ rode out and well back from the kad 
oabtTetSni] by riding forw«Lrda.iid dosing in as ocoa- 
fiion required, direoted the course of the herd. The 
main Lody of the hen\ trailed along hehind the 
Leaden like an army in loose marcLiDg order, 

.^iard«d by ocitnd^rB. known as Bwtng men, who 
rode well out from the advaceiiig column, warding 
4>ff range oattle and Boomg that nono of the liord 
wandet'ed away or dropped out. Thcro waa no 
driving to do i the cattle moved of ibeir own free 
iBiJl as in ordinary traveL Flood seldom gave 
ordei'B; but, ns a tiiiiid>er of nrt had nevi^r worked 
on the trail before, at bieahfan^ ou the morning of 
DPT start he gave in substanoe these gener&I direc- 
tions ; — 
*^ Boys, the racret of trailuig cattlo is ncvor to let 
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your herd know tbat they are undor rcatmnt. Let 
everything that is done be done v<«Iunt&rily by tiio 
fiattlc Fnim tbo moment you lut thorn oft the bed 
gfoucd in the morning until tb«y are b«dc)ed nt 
night, never let a cow take a step, ert^^pt iu lh^ 
dire<*tion of its destination. In thia manner you 
can loaf away the day, and oover from (ifteen to 
tw<!nty miles, Atid the herd in the me»n time iKill 
enjoy all the freedom of aji ojien range. Of co^rse^ 
it '* long, tiresome houis to the men ; but the ooadi* 
tion of the herd and siLddle ^tock demands suerifteei 
on our part, if any have to be made. And I want 
to oautioQ you younger boye about your horses; 
thoro is fiuob a. tliiog as havin(^ ten horaes in your 
string, and at the samo time being afoot. Tou apo 
all well mounted, and on tha condition of tho f*0> 
muda depends the 3t]cce<^3 and safety of the Herd. 
Acridentft wi]i happen to hopsea, hnt don't let it 
be your fault; keep yonr suildle blanketa flry and 
cleaa. for no Letter word can be bpoken of a man 
than that he in careful of his horses. Ord!ni.ir!]y a 
man might get jvlong with six or ei<;ht horfies, but in 
ftuch <!mergoncte^ as we arc liable to meet, we bavo 
tiot a horse to spare, and a man afoot is nseleefi," 

And as all of ub younger hoys learned after- 
ward, there was plenty of good, solid, hopse-senso 
in Flood** sulwiL^e ; for boforo the trip ended tiero 
yiKVB men m fnir ontfit who were as good as afoot, 
vlule others had their original moimts, every one 
fit for the saddle. Flood had iuaiatcd on a good 
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mormt of horee«, and Ijov^D was cowman enougli 
to IcDow lIiJLt wh&t the mule is to tbe army the cow- 
horn^ IB to the lierd. 

Tim first nni\ second day out tliere vwi no in- 
oldeiit wtn-tb nicutiuuiug. We traveled slowly, 
harJIy maliiiig && average dfiy'a drSve. Tlie tliird 
mommg Flood loft us, to look out a crossings on 
the Arroyo Colorado- On coming down lo recoivo 
thij hord, we had crossed thia Rluggiah bayou about 
thirty-BiK miks coTlh of Brownsville, It was a 
deoejj live-looking stream, being over fifty feel deep 
and i>etween blnff Imnk'j, We ferried onr wngon 
and saddle horses overj flwimming the looF;a ones. 
But the herd was IcBeping near tlie coagt line for 
the Huke of opeit iiountry, and it waa a queiftioii t£ 
there waa a ford for the wagon as utar the Cfoaat 
&a our course was carrying ws. The munnurirgs 
c£ the Gulf had often reached our ears the day be^ 
fore, and herds hud been known^ in former years, 
to cross from the mainlaod over to Padre leUnd, 
the iuletvening Laguua Madre being fordable. 

We were nooning when Flood returned with the 
news that it would be impossible to orosaonr wagon 
at any point on tlie bayou, and that we would iiave 
to foi'd ai'ound the mouth of the stream. Where 
the fresh and aalb water met in the laguna, there 
had Formed a delta, or shallow bar; and by follow* 
ing lis contour we would not hayc over twelve to 
fourteen inobes of water, though the baU oirele wad 
Dearly two miles in length. As we would barely 
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hav^ time to cto^h tha^t ^y, th^ herd wtks nt anee 
*tart«<l, veering for the mouth of the Arroyo Col-^ 
■rada. On reu^ching it, nhi>]]t the middle of the 
siftemoon, the furf-iiiATi leil tho '^Ay, haviiig^ urosged 
In the nuiruiiig^ a.itJ le»ntcd tUe FonL The wjigon 
followed, the saddle horaes t^ame next, while tlie 
herd brought up the rear. It proved good footiDg 
oa the sandbar, but the water in the lagufm vaa 
too salty for tho oattle, thouj^h the loose horaca Jay 
dowD and wallowed in it. We were about on hour 
In eto^singf and on veiiohing the mainland met a 
vnquero, who directed ufi to a large fresh-water 
lak« 9. few miles inlnud, wb^rt* we camped for the 
night. 

It proved an ideal CLimp, with wood, water, aod 
grass in abundance, and veiy little raoge stock to 
annoy us. We had watered the herd just before 
soon, siiid before throwing them upon the bed 
proimd for the night* watered them a second timo. 
We had a gplondid camp firo that night, of dry live 
oak logs, and aftor supper waa oveir and the drst 
guard bad taken the hord* scnokirig nnd story till- 
ing were the ord^r of the evening. The carop-firo 
]s to all outdoivr life what the evening firefiul^ is to 
domtintic life, Aft*irthii laLors of tbe ilaj arR ovyr, 
tJie men ^ther arotmd the 6re. and the social hour 
of the day is »pent in yarning. The stories told 
may ruu from the sublime to the ridiculous, from & 
true ineident to a base fabrination, or from a touelv 
tag bit of p&thoe to the most vulgar vulgarity. 
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" Hare t evsr told iLts outGt my eicperienoe with 
tl]« vtglluntee wLeu I was a. kid?*' inquired BliU 
DurLain. TherB waa » gener&l nc^tive roeponss, 
and ho procoeded. "Well, our fotlis were living 
im tho Frio at tho time, atid tboro wfi^ a raan in our 
neigbborhood who bad an outfit of four men out 
bojoud Nuooes Canon hunting wild oattle foi- thoir 
liideB. It waa necesxar}' to tulce tliem out supplies 
&1x>tit every bo often, and on one ti-ip he begged 
my follig to hi mo go rdoug for com^iauy. I vfjis a 
tlim nllp of a oolt alH>ut foiirLeeu at the tiitifit and 
BA tills mail was & fitk^ud of ours, luy fo1k»i cou- 
flent^ to Itt me go along- We eacli ba<l a good 
Baddle horae. and two f aiik mules with provi^ioIlS 
Dud nimnuDition for the liunting camp< Tlie iirtjt 
iii|;bt; we made eatnp^ a boy overtook ua with the 
Dowa that the brothur of my compauion bad been 
aoctdentAUy kiUef3 by a horae, and of eonrse be 
would have to return. Well, we were twenty miles 
tm our way^ and an it would take some little tima 
to go hiU'li and return with the lojided mnles, 1 
Volunteered, like a fool kid, to go on and tuke tlie 
poeka through, 

^* The only question was, could I pack and un- 
paf^k. 1 had helped him at this woik, double- 
handed, but now that 1 wn.s to try it alone, bo 
fihonod me what he oidldd a aqnaw bitf-h, witli 
whioh yoLi can lash a paek ftin^le-handedt After 
putting me through it once or twice, and satisfying 
himself that 1 could do the packing, he consented 
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to let m© go on. ^e ai^d the frtOTaenger retnmiag 
huiu6 duriiJ^ tlie nigtt. Tho n^st uoruing I packed 
without aiiy trouble ami starte'l on my way- It 
would tnko mo two days yet, poking along with 
bt'ary pn^^ks, tn reatrh tha hunters. W(?1U T had n^t 
fiiaile over eight or ten niJIeti the first morning, 
wlitiEi, tat I rounded a turn in tha tmil, & man 
stepped out f TOio behind a rock, threw a gun jo ray 
f;ioe, and ordered me to Hold up my hands- Then 
wictthcr rt,p^>carcd froTii the opposite aido with his 
fi^ti li^vekd on me. Inside ai haif a minutQ a doaon 
n3c» gaUr>pod up from every quarter, all flrmod to 
the teetb> The man on leaving had given mo his 
giin for oompauy, Ofie of llieao old BniokL*-pole» cap- 
and-balt «ix-flhooters, but I must have forgotten 
what ^ins tvert» for, for I i*leTa,tod mv little hands 
niLvly, Thtj h?!uler of the party questioned me aM 
t*« wj»<( I was. aiid what 1 wan doing there, and 
whiit I hjid in thone piv;ha. That once, at leaat. I 
told the truth. KvEii-y tui^ther'A soa of them wlih 
DUfsmgaiid l<^o^s-l|ll£^?(tioldn^ tiui in theHnmehreath. 
Thoy ordercfl iite otT my hoi'^e* took my guu, a.iv\ 
proceeded to verify my tuJe hy iinpaoking tlio 
mulea. So mnoh ammunition iirousod thair suspi- 
Qiona, b[it my story was ae good as it was true, and 
they fiever shook me from the tfuth of it. I soon 
Iftamed that i-ohhery was not lh«ir motive, and the 
leader Bxpl.iiti^ the sittiiition. 

'■ A vljjihiiiue committee lia<l been in force in that 
Acmnty (or some time, trying^ to lid the coimtry oE 
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Iftwless ctaractera. But lavlfrflsneas gpt into tlid 
saddle, arid h:uJ bencL warrimt^ ia^uud iind served 
on every member of thie vi^UncG cr>mmittec As 
the vigi laot^ ft ti umbered aav^i-ulliundi-i^d, tliere wxa 
no jail lai'ge enoogh to !iold auob ft aiimb«r, Bt> t]»ey 
were relenseil on parole for ap|]eamnr« at court. 
When court nieU every man served witli a capiuji *" — - 

"Hold on I huld your liorses juet a minute," 
mtermpted Quince Forre*t, ''I want to get tltat 
word. I want to make a luemorandam of it. for 
I mn,y want to u^c it niyaclf ^uietime. Capiaa? 
Now I bare it; go abead." 

'^Whon court mct^ every man aorvod with ^ 
bench warrant from the jndgtt pru.^iding was pre- 
aentf snd Eia anon as oourn waa called to order, % 
sijoail of mdn aroRt* in th(> court room, and the nesrt 
moment the jiidgt^ fell riddled with le»d^ Then the 
fantion« sctitfeied to fight it out, und I wax paji^iiig 
throogh the euiiut^ ^hilti matttmt were active. 

*'■ They confiacated my guu and all the ammuni- 
taon ia the pricha^ but helped me to repack and 
ntarted me on my way, A happy thought strnck 
one of the men to give mo a letter, which would 
oany me through without further trouble, bnl the 
lender stoppM him, sayhig, 'Let the boy alone> 
Your letter would hacig hiui as sure aa faetPn hot, 
before lie weut t-cn miles farther.' T detliued the 
letter* Ijven then I did n't have sense enough to 
turn back, and inside of two honra i wad rounded 
pp by the other faction. I liad l&amed my atory 
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perfectly by ttia time, but tboae paclcfl ho^ to como 
oft' again for everytbing to be examined. Tbero 
WAH nothing in them DOw but ilour and salt and 
Buch tiling — nothing that they mi^bt noneuler 
Buspioious, One fellow in this seoond pa^i-ty took 
a faocj to my Korse, and nfF^red to help )mng me 
on g^ner^U pi-inciplea. but kinder connselii pravailed- 
They aho helped me to repack, und I starbeil an 
onw more. Before I reached mj deatin^tloD bha 
following evening, I was held up seven different 
tim«B- I ^ot so used to it tLnt I waa hapiiHj dia- 
oppointsd every shelter 1 passed, if some rnan did 
Ijot Btop out and throve a gun In my iaa*^. 

" I had trouble to eonvJiioe the eattJo hunters of 
my eipdriences, but tha absence of any am muni* 
tioa, which they needed worst, at last led them to 
glTC oredit to my tale. I was eipeeted home within 
a w«e1c, fl« I was ut go down <tn the N^necea on a oow 
hunt wUitb was makmg np. and I (Jiily rested one 
day At the hiintera' camp. Ou their advice, 1 took 
It different rente ou my way home, kaving the mulea 
behind tne. I never saw a. man tbc next day re- 
tufiiing, and waa fueling quite ^aln. on nij good for- 
tune. When GVoning name on, I sightod a little 
raueb bouae some diatanee off the tr^iil. and con- 
cluded tc ride to It and stay overnight. As I ap- 
pro»Lc1ied, T aaw that wnr»e one lived there, aa there 
wiire iditclteus and doga about, but not a pers^jn 
in sight. I diamuuitted and knocked on the door, 
when, vrithoat a word, the door waa thrown wide 
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opuD and a balf lioaea guns wera pokod into nay 
fftee. 1 wsa ordered inlu t]j& hou^aud given « 
cTiiiiicc to tetl my atory a^ain. WhetLer wy story 
waa true or not, thoy took no cliaiiccs ou me. but 
kapt me all night. Oqo of tbe men took niyborae 
to tlie fitable a.tid oarvd for him, and 1 was well f<fd 
And given a jiUoe to sleep, but not 3. maji offered a 
word of ^xplanitioD, from wbmh I took it tliey did 
not belong to tlit? vlgilaniitt fiLction. When it came 
time to go to bed, one man said to me, 'Now, 
sonny, doi/t make any attempt to get away, and 
don't move out of your bed without warning ub, for 
yon 11 be shot as sure as yoia do. We won't kEbrm 
ft hair on your head if you 're telling ua the truth ; 
only do ns you Vo toH, for wa 11 wntob you/ 

** By this time I had learned to obey orders wlnlo 
i& that county, and got a fair night's sleep, though 
there wer^ men going and ooming nJl night The 
nayt moruiag 1 v/an given m.y breahfitKt ; my bor^, 
well ciiiffed and aaildled, waa brought to the door, 
and with tbia paiting advice I was given i^erintsBioa 
to go; *Son, if you've told ua the truth, don't look 
b:tck when you ride away. You '11 be watched for 
the tirftt ten niilca after leaving here, and if you've 
Hod to iiB it will go hard with you. Now, rcmom- 
bor, don*C look baok. for thesi! aro times when no 
one earaa to be identified/ I nevorquestioneil that 
miin's advice" it was *die dog or eat the liatohet ' 
with me. 1 moimt4^ my horse, wavtid the iisn^ 
parting courtetiieB, and rode away. A& I turned 
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into tlio ir&i] About a quarter roile from ibo house, 
1 Dotiacd two otea ridi^ out from behiuJ the stable 
sfllkd foJlow me. I Temcmbereti the stovy about 
.^(^otfl vifc Joolcin^ ba^k^ thotigh it wua If>ad &ad not 
tflinaleB tha-t I Wild afraid of that taorahig. 

"For- tlie firat hour I could hoar the mon talk- 
ia^ sod th« hoofbetita of their horses, as ihey rode 
alocff fiJvays th9 aame dist&n<>e behind mo. After 
about tvo hours of thiri oue-sided joke, aa I rode 
ovur a little hill, I looked out of the corner of my 
eye bat^k at my eeccrl, still about a quarter of 
Wk mile behind me. One of tbem noticed me auj 
ratHed 1il« guu, but 1 lu^tantly ehauged my viow, 
and tho moment the hill hid mu, put apura to mj 
horflo, so that when they roaobod tho brow of tho 
hill, I was half a tuile iu the lead, buniiug the earth 
like a canned dog. They threw lead close around 
tn^ hut my horae lengthened tha distauce betwedQ 
Ufl for the next fl^e niilds, vben they dropped «d- 
tJn^Iy out of Night. By noon I eaoie into the old 
stage road, and by the middle of the afternooti 
nubdied home after over sixty miles iu the saddle 
without a hilt/' 

Juat at tbe oonclusion of Bull's story, Flood 
todo in From tho herd, and after picketiag his horse, 
joinod the eii^oie. In reply to an inquiry from ond 
ol die boya as to how th^ cattle were resting, ha 
nflied, — 

"This herd is breaking into trail life nioely. If 
ve'U jiiHt be careful with them now for the first 
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montb^ aod no bod Btonns strike ua in the night, 
we may never have a tud the entire trip. That 
last drink of waUr they had thie evening gave them 
a night-cap that 'U last them oBtii tnorning. No, 
there 'b no danger of any trouhle to-night" 

For fully an liour after the return of imt fore- 
man, wa lounged around the fire, during which 
there was a full aud free dlacuuion of stampedei- 
Bnt finally, I'lood, waiting the action to thg word 
by arising, enggcstcd that all h&nda hunt their 
blankets and turn in for the night. A quiet irtnk 
from Bull to several of the boys held u» for the 
time being, and innocently turning to Forrest, Dur- 
ham inquired, — 

••Where was — when was — was it yon that 
vaa telling aome one about a nm you were in taat 
Bummer? I nerer heard yoa tell it. Where waa 
it?" 

*^You mean on the Cimarron last year when wo 
mixed tvvo herd9>" said Qujnoe, who had token the 
bait like a bass and was now fully embarked on a 
yarn. ** W© were in rather close qnartei-a. herds 
ahead and behind us, when one night hero came a 
now herd like a cyclone and swept right throngh 
our camp. We tumbled ont of our blankets and 
ran for our borsea, bnt before we eould bridle '* — 

Bull had given ua the wint, and bvgtj man in 
the outfit fell hack, and the snoring that cliecked 
the storyteller was like a chorus of rip nawa run- 
ning through pine knots. Forrest took la the 
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ntnation at a glance, and a^ he arose to leare, 
looked back and remarked, — 

"You mnat all think that 'a droart" 

Before he was oat of hearlDg, Durham said to the 
rest of ua, — 

" A few doses like ^t will cure him of sucking 
^^ and acting smart, interrupting folks," 
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Fob the next few days* we paralleled tho coast, 
except when foroed iuland by v&rioue ariQB of tiie 
Loguna Madre, When about a week out from tlie 
Arioyo Colorado, we tU(>ouiitered the SuJt Lagoon, 
whtub threw us at \&tmt Mty mi!eH in from the con.at- 
Here we lind our lau^t view of s&lt wnter, nnd dhti 
muTiDUTiugA of Ui€i CrJilf Were heiini zio Ttioi^. Out 
route uow leil uortliward tlirough what were tliea 
tbe two largest ran<^iiB» in Texaa, tbe ** Runmag W '* 
and Latire! Leaf, whiah sent uioic cattle up tbc 
trail, bred in their own brand, tbau any other four 
ranolies in the Lone Star State. We wotg nearly 
tk week piiflfiiug tbrou^b their rflngesvflnd on teaoh- 
in^ Santa Gertruda ranob kiirned that thres trail 
herdsi^ of over three thousand bi^iul ea/.ib, had alrandy 
sta]'ti?[l m tlieae two brands, wliile four more were 
to fiiUow. 

So far we bad been having splendid luck in 
eeouring water for the herd, once a day at least, 
and often twice and tlireo lirne?i. Our herd vrSbS be- 
cotciuE ^oll ti'ail-brok(?n by this time^ and for range 
cattle had quieted down and wore docile and easy 
to handle. Flood b yeare of expeiieoce ou the trail 
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maJe him a believer in tb© theory that starcpedoa 
woro gonernlly due to iK^gligont^c in not having the 
herd full of gi-aaa and water oa ruachiug the bed j 
ground At night. BnTriug accidents, which will 
happen. Ilia rrnw is the ivirrei^t one» if 4<H,re Ihlji h«tin 
u»i«i for ibo first few weeks jji ]>roparlT breaking the 
hi^rtl to the traiL But though hunger and thuat 
iwo probably respousible for more atarapede* than 
all other DftuwH combiiiei« it is the une^tpected 
which cannot be g:uarded a^^nst. A stampode is 
the mttaral result of fenr, and &t night or in oji 
uncertain light, this timidity might be imparted to 
flc entire herd by & tflaeh of lightning or a peal of 
tbnnder, while the ettimhliDg of a night horsti, or 
tlie scent of Horno wild animal, wonid in a moment's 
time, from fngliltring a Few head, aa iufuct a herd 
ax to throw tbetii into ths wildest; paaiu- Amongat 
tha thouaanda of herds like ours which were driTea 
over the trail during ita brief existence, nona ever 
made the trip without enoounteting more or less 
ttcublo from nins- Frcquortly a Lord became ao 
spoiled in this manner that it grew into a mania 
with them, eo that they would stampede on the 
alight*?8l provoeatioD, — or no provocation at all. 

A few days after leaving SjintaGertruda Ranoh^ 
wti (.TosMtd the NueeoH Rivt>i'. whi^h we foUowud up 
for fwvar^ d^y^, keeping in touch with it for water 
for the herd. Eut the Nueoes, after passing Oiik- 
Tille, Drakes an abrupt turn* doubling hat^k to the 
Bouthwest i and the Ataficcaa, one of its trihutturiesf 
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bocamo our aourco of vAter supply. We wore be- 
ginning to feci a degree of overcoa6denoQ in the 
go*td buhavior of our bord, when otte night during 
the third week out, an inoident occurred in which 
they dinplajecl thtir muDing qua.liti«9H to our i^om* 
plete BaU&faution* 

It ocf^Lirreil during our guai'i3« and about two 
o'clock m the ntoruiug. The uight ivai &u iuiuau* 
ally dark one atid the atmoBphere was very humij. 
After wc had beeu nn guard possibly an hour, John 
Officer and I ridm^ m one direction on opposite 
Bides of the ben;], and The Rebel oiTOltng in the op- 
poaite. Officer's horse suddenly struck a gopher 
burrow with hi» front feet, and in a moment horee 
and rider were Hprawling on the ground. The ao- 
oident happened hut ;l few rods from the sleeping 
herd, whiuh lastEintly t-ame to their feelasonesteer, 
and were off liUe a fliLFth^ I was ridiiig iiiy Nigger 
Boy, aiu] &^ the cactlt; healed towanl me, away from 
the cauae of their fiij^ht, I had to use both quirt 
aud rowel to keep clear of the onroBb, Fortunately 
wc bad a olear country noar the bed ground, and 
whilo the terrified cattle prftssed me close, my horse 
kept the leiid. In tho rumbling whiuh ensued, all 
flouiulfi weiM* ?ubmnrged by the general din; and 1 
wa« only brought to the {^on^ciouBneaa that I was 
not alone by seeing sevei-al distiuet flashes from 
Bix-shooterti on luy left, atid, realizing that I also 
had a gun. tired several times in tlie air in reply. 
I was aoon joiacd by Prieat and Of^cer, the letter 
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having lost no titue id regaining liis Hftt in tbo 
■■.ddlot and tbe three of us Leld together some Uttlik 
diAlance, for it vould Lave been useless to attempt 
to ehook or turn thta onalauglit of (aattk in theii 
first mad rush. 

The wagon was damped about two hundred y&rHs 
from the bed ground, luid the herd had giv^eo ample 
wfiriiiugto the boysa»leep, so that if we three could 
hold oniT position in tbe lead, help would oonie to 
ua as soon as the men in ontiip nould reach tbeir 
hones. Reoli^iug the wide front of the running 
cattle. Priest stent OfBcer to the left and myself to 
the Tight, to point in the leaders in order to keep 
the herd from splitting ci scattcnagf, while be re- 
mained in the centre and led the herd. I soon 
gained the outside of tbe leaders, and hy dropping 
back and oontin°; up the Iin«, pointed them in to tbs 
best of my ability. I had repeated this a number 
of times, even quirdng some oattle along the out- 
nide, or burning a little powdar id the face of some 
(ib^^Unate leader, whan acroaa the herd and to tht» 
rear I saw a auccosbion of flanhea like fireflies^ whLob 
bold me the boys were coming to our aaaistaace. 

Running is not a natiu-al gait with cattle, and if 
We could only hold them tc^ethor and prevent aplit- 
ting up, in time they would tire, while the rear cut- 
tlfi oould be depended on to follow the leaders. All 
we eould hope to do wae to foroe thaot to run 
stntight. and in this respeot we were succeeding 
tplendidly, though to a oertpOjn ertent it was a gueae 
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in tbe dark. When tbey had run poasibiy & mile. 
I notio«d a horaemaD ovcrtnke FiieAt After they 
hud ridden together a moment, one of them isnvat 
4>7or to my point, and the next mi&uto our fon^mau 
^nu Filling alon^ by my aidd. In hia impatieuco 
to ohe<?k the run, b^ tJ>ok me with htiiiiB.Dd drding 
the loadera we reached the lt*ft point, by which time 
tbe remaiDdeT of the ootSt had come np^ Now 
massing otir numbers, wb fell on the left point, and 
junid the flash of guns deflected their coiir»Q for & 
few moments. A dozen men. however, can cover 
but a «ma.ll sprice, and we soon rcalizcc] that we bad 
turnod only a few hundred head, for the momentum 
of the main body bore stendily ah^d> Abandoa- 
ing what few cattle we had tumod, wliteh, owing to 
thdir ruuning ability, soon resumed their plai^^a in 
the lead, we attempted to turn them to the left 
Strett^ing ont our Hue until there wae a man aboaC 
«vBry twenty feet, we threw our foreo agninst tho 
right point and lead in the hope of gradually devi- 
ating their course- For a few miitutea the attempt 
promised to be auoeeaaful. but our cordon was toi> 
weak and the cattle went through between the 
riders, and we aoon found a portion of our forces 
on either- side of the herd, while a few of the boya 
were riding out of the rush in the lead. 

On finding our forces thus divided, the five or 
Bii of uB who rtimained on the right contenti^d our* 
aelves by poiutiog in the leaders, for the cattle, so 
far as we eould tell, were running compactly. Our 
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foremaii. however, waa determined to tarn Ube ran, 
ukd after a few niiuules' time rejomed ma an tlie 
liglit, when uiider hia leBdcrsliip wo circled tbe frout 
of the herd ottd collecbi^d on the Jc^f t point, when, for 
A third time, wg repeated the same tiLOtios iu our 
«ffL>rts to ttirn the etauipede. But m this, whioh 
wiw our final effort, we were attempting tr> turn 
tbem alowlj and on n much lojger eirok, and with 
ft promitie of HcrneM, Suddenly in the dark we 
flnonuntered a mesquite tliiulciat into which tlie laad 
t^itld tora with a i^raaLiDg of braah aad a lattb of 
boma that scat a ohill up and down my apiiie. But 
th«ro waa no time to heaibate, foi- our horsea were iu 
the thidc£^t, and with the herd closing in on ns 
there was no alternative but to ^ throtigh it, every 
man for htmaelf- I gave Nigger a free rein, ^hut- 
tin^ ray eyea and clutching both oantle and po(Bm«l 
to bold my aeat ; tbe black responded to tbe rowel 
md tore through the thicket, in places higher than 
^Ifery head, ajid cH,iiie uut in an open apaite eonaider* 
ahW in the lasd of the cattle. 

This thicket muat have heen eight or ten roSn 
vido, and checked tbe rna to a slight extent; but 
fi5 they emerged from it, they came oiit in Aoatter- 
iaj; files and resumed their running* Bcine: alone, 
and not knowing which way to turn, I rode to tho 
rig^bt and front and soon found myself in tbe lead 
of (juite a atricg of cuttle. Nigger aiid I were pilot- 
ing them where they listed, wben Joe Stalliuga, 
hatless himself and his horse heaving, overtook me, 
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aud the two of us g^ve those lead a&ttle all the 
troablti we knew how. But we did not attempt to 
hiru tlieut, for tliey li&d c&ug;lBt tieir wind id for- 
cing thd tkicketi uid were ruaning &d easy atrokei 
Sovctnl times we worried the leaders into a trot, 
but aa other onttlo in the roar oDiE>e up, wo were 
eoiupelled to loosen out and allow them to reeume 
their running, or they would hava scattered ou us 
like partridges. At this stage of the run, we had 
no iiiea where the re^t of the outfit were^ hut both 
of iin were satiMlied the herd had scattered an lear- 
ing the meaquittf thicket, and were poaaihly then 
runtiiii^ in half a dozen bunches like the one we 
were with. 

Sttdlinga'a horso was badly winded, and on my 
6iig;^c>Jtii>nt ho drop|)ed out <in one side to try to 
^t Butnij ide:t how many cattle vte wero leading. 
He waa <;oiie sotne little time, and as ffig^er can- 
tered ahm^r t^a^ity in tlie lead. I managed to eject 
tW s\iv\U UiMit tny Ai]c-Hhooter and refill the cylin- 
doF. On Joo'm uv^i'taklug iite again, h& report^ 
that there was » sleuder t>olumTi of cuttle, half a 
mile ia length, ft>lliiwing. Art oue man could easily 
lead thb string of the heid uutil daybreak, I left 
Stallinga with them and rode out to the left nearly 
a quarter of a mili^, listi^tiin^ lo h«ar if there were 
liny cattlo ranniitg to the left of thoas wa vravo 
leading. It took me hnt a few nunntes to satiafy 
myself that oufa was the outi^ide band on the left, 
and after I rejoioBd Joq, we made an effort to 
eheck our holding- 
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There were aboot fifty oi' sixty big Bt^erB in tbo 
lou-j of our bunch, and after worryiajf tb«Qi ioto a 
trot, we opened ia their front with our aix-ebootera, 
aliooting into the groHnd in their very faoes, and 
w«rii rewarded l>y having theiti turn tail and h«u] 
the other way. Takttig aUrajitage of the uiomeut, 
ire jitmped our horaes) on the iieti-eatuig leaders, 
aiLd «A fa£i OB the rear cattle forged forward, ^aaily 
turned them, Leaving Joe to turn tho rear as thoy 
oniuo np, I rodo to the lead, uitfaetening my sliokur 
u I vreat^ and on reaching the turned leaders, who 
w«rd running on an angle from their former oourse, 
flaunted niy *^fiah" m their faces until they re- 
entert^d thu ruar giiiird of onr string', and we soon 
btd a iriill goiikg nliicli kept them btiey, anil rented 
otir lioraea. Once we had them milling, our trouble, 
aH far as running was oouceined, was over, for all 
two of us conld hope to do was to let them exhaust 
tiieiusclvea in this ondlesfi circle. 

It thi^o lacked an hour of daybreak, and all we 
gould do was to ride around and wait for dayHght. 
In the darkness preceding diiwn, we bad no idea 
of tbd nnmber of our bunch, except aa we eould 
Judge from the siks and cinipfuitnesB of the iQilUng 
cattU, whi«h uiunt havi; eov^i'ed an aort* or more. 
Tlie humidity of the atmosphere, which had prts 
vnited during the night, by dawn had changed un- 
til a heavy fog, cutting off our view on every hand, 
left ua as much at sea as we bad been previously. 
But with the break of day we rode through oor 
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boMm^ a iit]mt:]4'r of timos, flplittiD^ iind scnttering 
tiie mllliTig C3Lttlp« flnd as th» light of day bright- 
ened, we 3ILW tlii^rn qiiiE-t down and go to gntTiing 
ae tliJiigh th«y hod ju^t Amen fi-om t]i« lied gi-oujid. 
It wiLAoveran Lour before the fcg lifted bu£<;ie]itly 
to give UB any idea. &s to our vrhi^reabouts. and dtu> 
IDg the ioteTim both Stailiags liad niyaelf rode to 
the naai'eBti eleratioo, firing a naznbBr of shots id 
the hops of getting on answer from the outfit, but 
wo bad no response. 

When the aun va.& aufBciently high to aaatter the 
mieta which hung in laloada, tht^re waa not an object 
in flight by which we could determine oar looation. 
Whetber we had run east, wt^nt, or south during 
tbe night neither of uh knew, tlLongb l>otb Stallings 
and Tuyself were satiafied tlrat we had never ci'oaaed 
the trail, and all we did know for a oeilaiuty vmk 
that wo bod between six and seven hundred head 
of cattle. Stallin^a bad lost hta bat, and I bad one 
eleove niisBing and both outeido pockets torn out of 
tny eoat, while the mesqnite thorns had loft thotr 
marka on the faoes of both of na, ono partionlnrly 
Dgly cut marking Joe's right toniple, " 1 've worn 
le^^ns for the last ten yeara/' said Staltinga to 
me, aa we took an invontory of otir dihifigurementB, 
^ and far about ten aecuuds in forcing that niF^^ 
qoito thiok«t was the only time I over drew inter- 
est on my inveetment. They 're a heap like a aix- 
shooter — wear them all yout iife and never ha^e 
Any use for them." 
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TTitb ft oigArette for brealiffisl, I Uft Joe to look 
ftfter oar buudi. and sdt&v ridmg seveml miles to 
tb^ I'igbt, cut the trail of quits a ba,nd of cattle. 

In following up this trait 1 could ^ttHily sea tbat 
sojiie one waa m their lettd, as tlie^ faili^ to bold 
tbeir uuurse in a.u^ one dlreutiuii for any diatauue, 
as iw& cattle wouliL After following thia trail 
About tbree miles, 1 fiigbttid tke b^iid of cattle, and 
ou ovortflbing them, found two of oui- boys holding; 
ft[ii>ut half aa mauj bq Stailiugs had, Tboy r& 
portQiI that Tb^ Kebel and Bob Blades bad b^en 
with them until daybreak, but having the freiheat 
boE'flQs b^d left tboRi with tbe dawn and ridden 
awjiy to the rlgbt, where it was supposed the main 
Wly of the herd }iaa\ j-iiq. A« Stalliiigti^tt bLincb 
was »ome tbrte or fi^ur miles to the rear and li^ft 
of tliEJ ba.n(I, Wyatt Koundti-ee suggested tliat b^ 
go s,nt\ pilot ill Joe^s cattle, as ho fe)t poaitiro tbat 
the main body were somewhere to our ri^ht. On 
getting dircotions from mo as tc where be would 
find our holJjng, ha rod© away, and I again rode 
off to the right, leaving Rod Wheat witb tbeir 
oatcU, 

The sun was now several bouts bigb^ and as my 
blaok*^ i4treugth wai^ at^indiug tbu teet brnvely, 1 
crosft-put the oonntry ;iiid was woi>ii ai\ another trail 
of our atampeded cattle. But In following this 
traU, I soon noticed two other horsemen pi-ecediDg 
mo* Knowing tbat iiir services woidd be too bito, 
I only followed far enough to satisfy rayBoli of tiio 
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faot. The iigns left by the ruiming oattle were OA 
easy ta foUcw a^ A putitic roib<l, and in places where 
the ground wrw sandyt tho sod was cnt up he if a 
pegiment of cavalry had charged aoross it. Oa 
S^ain bearing off to the right, I rode far an «leva. 
ti<m which ought to giw me a good view of tho 
DOimtry. Slight oa this elt^vatioo waa, od reaching 
St, I Dittde out a largo b^iid of cattle under herd, 
and aa I was on the point of riding to them, aaw 
our wagon and saddle hureea heave in sight from a 
northwest quarter. Suppoaing thoy were follow- 
mg np thd lai^eat trails 1 rode for the herd, where 
Flood and two of the boya had about twelve hun- 
dred cattle. From a compariaoo of notea,oiir fore- 
man was able to aocount for all the men with the 
exc>eptTon of two, an^ as these proved to bo Bladea 
and Frieat, 1 oould give him a Batisfaotory ^xpla* 
DUtioD &»( to their probable wbereaboutfl. On my 
reptu't of having sighte*! tlie wjigon and ramvda 
Flood at once ordered me ta meet aad hurry tbetu 
in, «ts not only he« but Strayhom and Officer, wero 
badly in need of a change of mounts. 

1 learned from MoCann, who was doing the trajl- 
ing from the wagon^ that the rojjular trai] was to 
the west, the herd having erosBod it within a quar- 
ter of a mile after leaving the bed ground. Join* 
Sng Honeyman, F took the first horse which came 
vithin reach of my rope, and with a fre^b mount 
and&r me, we ruslied the saddle boisea past the 
wagon and shortly came np with our foreman. 
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Tbero we rouodcd in the horaoa aa beet V6 ooitU 
without the aid of tbu w&goD, and b&fore McCiuia 
ftfrived, aI] had froah monata and wore ready for 
orders. Th;a waa my &rat trip on the trail, and I 
WM bungiy aud tkiraty enotigb to hope aorDCthing 
would ba K&id about eating, but that seemed to be 
th^ \Atit ideA iu oitr foreiujiu'a miud. Instead, be 
ordfired mo tf) tftko t)ie twn other hoys with me* 
and after putting them od the trail of the banch 
which The Robol and Blades were foJlowtn^, to 
drift in wlint cattio we bad belt) on our left. Bat 
u we went, we managed to eneounter the wi^on 
and get a drinJt uid a oauteen of water from Mo- 
Cann before we galloped away on our miaBLon. 
After riding a mils or so together, we sepanttedt 
and on my arrival at the nearest bunnh, I found 
Rnitndtree and StEdlinga Looming up with the 1ai^F 
liuhling. Throwiug the two bnnobee together^ wd 
drifted them a free clip towards camp. We hooii 
ttghted the main herd* and saw aeroea to our right 
and about dvo miJea distant two of our men brin^ 
tng in another bunch. Ae soon aa we turned our 
oattJo into tho herd, FJood ordered me, on account 
of my light weight, to meet rhis buneh. find out 
where the last cattle were, and go to their aasist* 
au[<& 

With a hungry look in tlie direction of our wagon, 
I obeyed, and on metiting Durham and Borrow* 
itooe, learned that tho outside bunch on the right, 
which had got into tho regular trail, had not been 
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obeclied uutU daybreak. All tLey knewabotit Uiejr 
locatiuu was that tLe up stage froui OakvillQ Lad 
«eeu two men with Circle Dot cattle about five miles 
below, and had aent np word by tbe driver that they 
bad aomething Uke four hundred head. With this 
meflp-o infoi^mAtioit, I rode away in the direction 
where oao would tittturally expect to find our absent 
meUj and after ficourmg; the oonntry for cld hour, 
aighti^d a single horseninn on an elevation, nhom 
from tha gray tnount I knew for Quince Forrest. 
He wBfl evidently on the lookout for some one to 
pilot them in. Tbey hoA been diifting like lost 
sheep ever since dawn, but we soon had theit oattto 
pointed ic the right direction, and Forrest taking 
the lead, Quarternigfbt and 1 put the neocssary ptiah 
behind them. Both of them cursed m© roundly for 
not brining thom a cnnteon of wator^ tliough they 
were well aware that in an emergency like tho pre- 
sent, our foreman would never give a thought to 
anything but the recovery of the herd- Our oom- 
forC WBfi nothing; men were uheap, hot cuttla cost 
money i 

We reached the camp about two o'clock, and 
found the outGt cutting out range cattle which had 
been absorbed into th& herd duiing the run. Throw- 
ing in our oontiugent, we joined in the work^ and 
thotigh Forre&t and Qun-rterMight were aa good as 
ftfoot^ there were no orders for a change of mounts, 
to Bay nothing of food and drink- Several hun- 
dred mixed t-attlo were in the herd, and after they 
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b&d been cut out, we lined our cattle out for s. oounb 
hi tb« aUeuce <»£ PrieHt, Fiood Siad Julin Officer 
diii the counting, ami aa tite hour of the day m^e 
tliu oattlo aluf^gisti, they lined tLrougli WtwooD tbo 
oounti»ra &k though they had never done anything 
but walk ill their lives. The count aboived siiiteen 
ahort of twenty^cight hundred, vhi<!h left U3 yet 
over thr@Q hundred out. But good men were on 
their trail, and leaving two men on herd, the rest cf 
UH obejad the most welcome orders of the ddj whon 
Flood intimated tliat we would ^* eat a bite and g;o 
after the re^t/' 

As we h(w) been in our saddles since one or two 
o'clock the morning before, it is ueedleae to add 
that ouF appotitcB wore equal to the spread which 
cur cook had waiting for tis. Our foreman^ as 
though fearful of the loss of a moment's time, sent 
lIon^Tmau to TUBXIe in the horses before we had 
Aitiabed onr dlnnerH. Onctt the vRtnuda was con 
ndlei1« under the nish of a tireless foreman, dinner 
was quickly over, and ficsh hoia^s becanje the order 
of the moment. The Atascosa, our neareat water, 
lay beyond the reguhir trail to the weHt»and leaving 
orders for the outfit to drift the herd into it and 
witter. Flood and myself started tn search of our 
iibsf^nt men, not forgetting to t^ike along two estrft 
horses as a remount for Blades and PHcfit The 
leading of these extra horses fell to me, but with 
tlie lourse end of a rope in Jim Flood's himd as ha 
fellowcHl, it took faat riding to keep olear of theou 
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After K&chmg thetrall of the mUsiTig ^ftttKonr 
foreman setapaee for ftveor six miles whinh would 
faftve onrried i\ti ai^roF^H ihe Nrjeces by iiiglilfslL and 
we were only cbecked l>y Miraa 8traj'Lora riJiug iu 
on &n angle and intercepting ua in onr Leiulloiig 
gait. Tbe missing cattJe were within a mile of 
u» to the tight, and we turned and rode to them, 
Strayhorn explained to us tliat thd cattlo had Etruclc 
some recent fencing on their course, and after fol- 
lowing down the fence several miles had encountered 
an offset, and the angle hud held the squad niitil 
The Bt>be] and Bhuka overtook them. When Of- 
ficer and he ruaolied them, they were unahle to make 
aay a^fiunite count, Ust^usc of Ui© range cattle 
aoaougst thein, aiid thej had considerod U adAriaable 
to save horseflesh and not cut them until more help 
was available. When we came up with the cat- 
tle, my bunkie and Bladea looked wiatfcillj at our 
AaddloB, and anticipating their want, I untied my 
alioker, well remembering the reproof of CJnartor- 
night and Forrest, and produced a foil canteen o£ 
water, — warm of coarse, but no le^a welcome. 

No sooner were «a<idlea shifted thnn we held np 
tlie buueh, cnt out the range cattle^ eooiited, and 
foimd we had some three houdred anJ llnrty ittlii 
Circle Dots, — our number more tlmn complete. 
With nothing now missing. Flood took the loose 
horsea and two of the hoys with him and returned 
to the herd, leaving three of us behind to bring in 
this laat eontingent of out atampeded cattla. Thia 
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squftd were nearly a\l lar^ steers, and. Lad run fully 
tirooty milea. before, thunks to an an^le in a fences 
Ihey had been cbGcLed. As our foreman galloped 
avay, ItMivin^ ub bobiud, Bab BUdn'S tiaid, — 

*^ Has n't the bosa got a wiggle on him^teif to- 
day I If L**<1 maiJe this old world, heM have ruade 
it in bakf a day^ and gore fisliiiig in the afieroooti 
— if hta horaes hud held ant-" 

We reached the Ataaoosa shnrtly after the arrival 
of die herd, and after holdiog the cutllu on thu war 
tcT for an hour, graced thorn the renininder of the 
er^ning, for if there was any virtue id their having 
iiiU »toma<^hti« wo wanted to henefit from it. While 
grazinj; that cvoiiin^v wo reoroased the trail on an 
aii;;h!^ and earui>ed in the most open country wo 
could 3nd, about ten miJ^g below our camp of the 
night before. Every pre<.^aution waa taken to pr«- 
Tent a repetition of the riin ; oiii' heat hoi-ses were 
c'ho«en for niglit duty, an our regular ones were tno 
exh:iuattNi ; every advantage of elevation for a lied 
ground wa« secured, and thiis fortified againat ac- 
cident, we went into camp for the night. But the 
eipfcted uever happens on the trail, and the son 
axo^e the nest morning over onr herd graaing id 
poaoo and oontontment on the flowery praiiies which 
border an th.& Ataaoosa. 
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Ottr cattle quieted down ni^elT after lltla ran, 
aik<l bbe next ftsir weeks brought uot nn incident 
vorth reoorditt^. There was no regular tml 
through tho lower oonutios, ao wq aimpjy kopt to 
the open eountry. Spriug had advanced until the 
prairiofi were Bwnrded wJth gra^s and flowora, while 
water, though scartier, waa to he had at least once 
daily- We passed to the west of San Antonio — 
an ontRttiing point whicli all Lerdfi touched in paM- 
iDg northward — and Flood and oar Rook took the 
wagon and went in for Biipplies. But the outfit 
with the htrd kept on, now Launched on a broad, 
weli-defined trail, in places seventy-five yards wide, 
where all local trails blent into the one common 
pathway, known in those days aa the Old Western 
Trail. It ia not in the province of this narrative 
to deal with tho cause or origin of this cattle trail, 
though it marked the paBsage of many hundred 
thousand cattle which preceded our Circle Dots, 
and wa3 destined to afford an outlet to several 
niillions inrir^ to follow. The trail jiToper consisted 
of many scores of irregular cow paths, united into 
ond broad pa^ageway, uarrowlog aud wideuiug aa 
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GOD<lit!ons permittetl, yet ever lending noTtKward. 
After & few year& of contitiiied ua^, ib became as 
woU dtiioed && tho course of a river. 

Several tiorda wbicli had started farther up coun- 
try were ahead of ours, and this we coiisid4>r*>d an 
advantage, for wherever one herd could go, it wag 
reasonable that others could follow. Flood knew 
ihe trail as well aa any j>f the other foremen, but 
there w]i« one thiug be had ur^t taken into cousidera* 
tion ; tlie diMuth of the preuedmg Aumiuer. TruOi 
there bad been local spring ahoners, sufQ<:ient to 
ebirt the grass nicel}', but water in such quanti* 
tic* as we needed waa growing daily tnoi^c diflicult 
to find. The first week after Jeavinf; Sau Antonio, 
oitr forcmftn ^coutod in quest of watur a fall dayia 
advance of tbo h&vd. One evening he returned to 
us with thd news that we were in for a drj drive, 
for after passing the next chain of lalcea it waa 
Hixty milea to the next water^ and reports reganling 
the water supply even after Grossing this arid stretch 
were very conflictiJig. 

•* While 1 know every foot of this trail throngh 
lurre," sft'd the foreman. *' thei^e 's aeveral thiujjs 
that look aooly. There are only five herds nheaJ 
of us, and the first thi^oo went through the old rout^ 
but the last two, after passing Indian Lakes, for 
■oma reason or other tnrued s.nd w^ut weatwavd- 
The^ last herds may be stock cattle, pushing out 
wnst to new rani^fl ; hut I dob*t like the outlook. 
It Would take Utc two daya to ride across and book^ 
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ftnd by that time vre oould he two thirda of th« way 
through. I 'v« mode tbb thrive before without ft 
diYtp of water on the way, and would u't dread it 
now, if there was any cerEainty of water at the other 
ndi I reukoti tiiei^ ^s ikoT.liing to do but tackle 
ber ; hut ia u^t tliis a bell of a country ? 1 Ve rid* 
di&ii fifty lulled to-day and never su,w a bouI." 

Tbe IcdkAQ Ljikes^ M>ii:te seien In aumber, Wfite 
n&tural reservoirs with rocky bottoma, ajid About a 
milo ajiart. We watered at ton o'oLook the next 
day, and by ni;;ht camped fifteen tniloa on our way, 
Thtire was pleoty of g<>od grazJJig for the cuttle and 
horfle«, and no CTouble wna espeHeiioed the first 
night. Mi:Cflnn had filled nn extra twenty gallon 
b«g for tlilit trip. Water waa too preuiuus an 
artiele to be htvldb wltb, so we Eibook tbe dust finin 
our clotLitijg and neut uuwuHlivdH Thi^ vn^ no 
BeriouB deprivation, And no one could be crltioa,! of 
another, for we were all equally duaty and dirty. 
Tho next morning by daybreak the cattJc wero 
thrown off tho bod ground and started grazing bo- 
fore tbe aun could diy out what Little moifituro tho 
grasB Lad absorbed during tb« night. The heat of 
the paat week had been very oppreflaive, and !n 
order to avoid it as tniieli aa pOHBlble, we made late 
and «*ar1y drives^ Before the wagon |>!is3ed the 
herd dimEig tko morDiug drive, what few canteenB 
we bad were £lled with water for the meu. The 
rcrnuda waa kept with the herd, and four changes 
of raounte were made duiiog; tho day, in order not 
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Co exliauBt any ogg borae- Several times for ixa 
hour or more, the henl was allowed to lie down and 
mst^ bvit by the middle of tbc &ftemoan thimt 
made tL«ni impatient and restlei^ti, and tlie point 
men were compt^Ued to ride steA<lily in the lead in 
ord^r to bold tliu i^atUe to ii wdk. A number of 
timeft during the a.FterDOOTi we s.tt;eniptie<I to graze 
tbem. but uut until th^ twilight of Bveuing was it 
possible. 

After the fourth ohang;e of borBSB was made, 
Iloiteymaa pushed on ahead with the saddJe stock 
and oTiortook the wagon. Uudor Fiood'e orders bo 
was to tie up ail the iiighl Imi^see, for if the cattle 
eould he luduoed to grase, we would not bed tbem 
dowu before t^n tbat nigkt, aud sM hands would b^ 
ruqtiii^d with tlie herd. MeCann had instrtiotiona 
to luaUi^ caiup uu tlie divride, whioh uaa known to be 
TrWi>nty-f]Ve miles From our camp of the night b9- 
fure, or forty oiiIgs from the T:]dian T^nke-H. Aa we 
expected, the cnttle grasod willingly after nightfalLi 
&nd wit!i a fair moon, we allowed them to scatter 
freely while gracing forward. The beacon of Me- 
Cann'a 6re on the divide was in ai^htover no hour 
teforo the herd grazed up to omup, nil hands r^ 
mauning to bed the tldraCy cattle- The herd was 
given tiiple the amouut of apace usuoUy required 
for bedding, and even then for nearly an hour 
Bcuredy balf uf tbem lay down. 

We w^re bandllag the i^attle as hnmanely as pofr 
Bible under the oircumstances. The guards for the 
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night were JonUe*!, six men on the firat half and 
the same on the latter. Bob Bkde« being detailed 
to ftflsifit Honeyman i:i night-honling the saddle 
horfOB. If any of ub got mora than an hour's sleep 
tiial DJght, h& was Itickj. Flood, MoCaiu, and the 
hort© wranglera did col even try to reat. To those 
of us who could find time to ^aC, our cook kept 
op«n lionse. Our foremftn knew thut a weTl-fed 
man can st^md no tncredlble anuouitt oF bardahi|^ 
ftiid lepprecialuil thu fact that on Lht? trail a good 
eook IS a valuable asaet. Our ontlit thereForc was 
cheorful to a man. and jokoa and aough helped to 
vbile away the weary hours of tho night. 

The second guard, under Flood, poshed the eattlo 
oA thoir bedij ao hour before dawn^ and bt^foro they 
vera relieved had urged the herd more thirn five 
mtlea on the third day's drive over this waterleaa 
mesa. In spite of our eoonomy of wat«r, after 
breakfast on this third morning; there was sf^rt^t^Ty 
enough left to fill the canteens for the day. In view 
of this, we could proDiLse oui'selvea no midday meal 
— except a can of tomatoes to the man; so the 
vagon waa ordered to dnve through to the expected 
water ahead, wbUe the saddle horaes were held 
Available as on tho day before for frequent chan- 
ging of monnts. The Jay turned out to be one of 
torrid heat, and before the middle of the forenoon, 
the cattle loUt'd tht'ir tongues in despair, while their 
Builen lowing surged through from rear tu lead and 
back again iu piteous yet ominous appeal. The 
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only relief we oijuld offer wa^a to trflvel them slowly, 
OA they spurned every opportunity offerai tbeni 
either to g^roze or to lie tUiwu. 

It waa neai'ly itooit whcin we reached tlie last 
divide, and siglited the scattering timber tA the 
expected watercourse. The enforced <krder of the 
day before — to hold tha herd iu a walk aiiij pre- 
vent exertion and boating — now requtrod four men 
in the lea^, while the rear followed over a. mila be- 
hind, dogged Atid aullen. Near Che Tuuhlle of the 
ttfteruiKin, Mt^Ciinn v^tiirued on ona of his rnulea 
with the woni thnt it watt a qne^ion if liberty vioa 
wnter fiitoiigh lo w.iter even thti hoi'&e sttx^k. Tiie 
preaeiduig outftt, so be repcvrted, had clug a shal* 
low wpII )t) the bed of the creek, from which he 
had filled his Icegs, but the atock water was a more 
loblolly. On roceipt of this news, we ohaiiged 
moanta for the fifth time that day; and Flood, 
taking Forrest, the cook, and the borao wi^augler, 
pushed ou ahead with the remuda to the ^s^terteaa 
ntresun. 

The acitlook w*ift anything but encoorag'ing, 
Tloixl and Fi>ri>^nt scouted tJio crt^ek up Hi>d down 
for ten miles in a fmlLlesH searuh for water. The 
outfit held the herd back until the twilight of even- 
ing, when Flood retuvned and coatirmed McCann's 
report. It wna twt^nty milea yet to tho uevt water 
ahouJ, and if th© horse etoek could only be Wfltcred 
thorouffhly. Flood w;iH detenotried to make th<> at- 
Umpt to nui's^ the herd through to water. MeCfinn 
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WM dig^ng an extrA veil, amd he expreeaed the 
belief tliat by LolJowiag out i^ pumber of holes, 

eBoiigb water could be secured for tt»e saddle atock. 
Honoyiuao Had corrallGd the bcTscs and was let- 
ting ooly a few go to tbe water at a time, while tbc 
Dight bor^es wii'i'e being tborougbl}* watered ae fast 
as tbe water rose ia the well. 

Holding the herd tbis tbird night required all 
bauds. Only a few men iLt a time were allowed ta 
gi) iiitci camp and eat,fc^r the berd refuHed even to 
lid dkfwu. What f«w cattle aUempted to reBt weie 
prevented by tbe more reatl^a ones. By speUs 
tbey would niill, until riders were aent tbroagb tl^e 
herd at a break-neck pao« to breitk up tbe groups. 
During tboae millicg efforts of tbe herd, we drifted 
over a mile from eauip; but by tbe ligbt of moon 
find BtarH ^ud tbe iminber of ridere, scattering was 
prevt^nted. Aa the horses were loose for tbe utght, 
we could not start them on the trail until daybreak 
gave us 3 change of TTioLiutH, ho we lost thu early 
start of tlie moi-utug before. 

Good cloudy weather would have sared ua, but 
in its at^^d waa a sultry uioming without a breath 
of air, wbicb bespoke another day of Biezlirig heat. 
Wc bad not been on the trail over two boura be- 
fore tbe beat beeante almost unbearable to man and 
beaat' Had it not been for the condition of the 
herd, all might yet have gone well : but over thre« 
days hnd now elapsed without water for tbe cattlBj 
and they beeanie feveriab aud ungovernable. Tbe 
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UkA Cftttle turned back several timaa, wan^ericg 
fltmleftUy in any direction, and it waa with consid- 
erahia tliFGimIt;' ihm tlie li^rd oouM Irt* hM on tha 
trhil. The ri^ar ov^-'itook tbe load, tiiid tlie cattle 
graduaUj lost n^\ semblance of a trail herd. Onr 
horsea were fiesb, h'>weT©r» and after about two 
bouis' woi'k. we once mote got the herd atrucg out 
in trailing: fashions but before a mile had bocQ 
oovored, tljd loodurs a^^ii turned, and tho t^ottle 
OODgre^ited into & mass of UDiDan^<>iib]<d animals^ 
milting and lowing in tli^ir f^vtr and dilraC. The 
TuilHnj^ only intensined tbeir NuJ^sriuge from tbd 
hBHt, and the (Hif.tit split :ind quartered them n|:;aiit 
uiil agniiij iu tlie hft[je that this r]i]foi'titnH.lJ<^ oiit^ 
bre&k uti^bt be cbecked, No aoQtier waa the luill- 
iag stopped than tl»©y woidd smge hither and yon, 
sametiiues half a mile, ^a iin^vernahle an the wavefl 
ofanocoan. After waiting several hours iu thia 
tnantior, thoy finally turned bank orer the trail, and 
th^ utmost efforts of ev^ry nian in the ouCtit failed 
Co check them. W& threw our ropes in their faoes, 
and when (his failed, we resortwl to shooting ; bnt 
in detiaofw of the fusillade and the emoke they 
ifalked KtilZ^nly through the line of horsemen across 
thi^ir front. Six-Mliootevh wBro dirii?harged 80 clone 
tothe leaders* f«cea fb& to suige thetr hair, yet, wider 
« noonday Mm, they diare^iiled this and ev^jy 
other device to turn theip, and passed wholly out of 
onr control. In a number of instancea wild stccra 
deliberately walked against our horses, and then lot 
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marrow iu our boues, — the h^fl 'Wtis rfwttj hUnd, 
Tte Lonea of men and animals iHat lie l>!eao!uiig 
aJong tbo trails ab mid antly testify tliat thia ttaa Dot 
the fir»t luatunoe in which th<^ plain bad bnlBed the 
determination of man. It was cow ovidont tliat 
nothing ebort of water would slop the horJ, and we 
rode aside ^nd let them pa&s. As the *>iitfit turned 
baok to the wanpriD, onr foT'i^m^n GO«ni^ dazed by 
tliG sndd(>ii and nncfx^ksctad turn of affairs, but ral« 
Sled ami im>t tlie emergency, 

"TTiHrtt^H hiitontt thing left ti>dff,"naid b*?» as we 

rode iilou^, ^ acd that is to hurry the uulfit Ijack to 

Indian Lukes. The herd will travel iLxy and night, 

ftnd inBtinct can bo deporidcd on tu carry them to 

tte only water thoy know> It's too hvto to be of 

&ny use naw, but it 's plain why those ]a&t two herds 

tumod oCF at the laJces; some one had ^ue bcLck 

find warned them of the very thing we 've met. We 

must bi^at them to the lakes, for water is the only 

thing th:tt will L-heck them now. It \ a good thing 

that th^y nrP! strong, and five or bii days witliout 

f waft-r will hardly kill any, Ifc was no vagne statc- 

1 ment of the mun who said if be owned bell and 

J Texas, he'd rent Te^tas ard live in bell, for if this 

T isn't Hilly hell, i M like to know what yon call it/' 

I We spent an hour watering the horBc£ &om the 

woIl« of our oamj> of the night before, ancl about twO 

o'clock started baclt over ths trail for Indian Lakes. 

We overtook the abandoned herd during the afters 
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HOOD. TIiQjr were strung out nearly Bvg milea m 
lenglbt and were waJking About & threc-okile gMt, 
Four men were giwn two extra Uoraea apiei* aud 
kft to throw in ihc stpagglora in the rear, witli ia- 
itrnctJonH to follow them well into the night, and 
ft^Ain in tbo morDiDg su long as tbetr canteens 
l&ated. The remainder of the outfit pushed on with* 
OiiC St hnlt, exce[>l to change tnauDts^ and reaftbed 
t}ie lakes Gliortly after miilujglit- There we secured 
tli« Qxat good al&ep of an/ consequence for Uirea 
days. 

It was fortunate for ua tbat tborc wci'c no rong^ 
cattle at theao lukf^s^ Jind we had only to cover h 
front of about aix miloa to <^atcb the drifting herd. 
It was nearly noon tho next day before the onttlo 
bec;7Uk to arrive at th? water holea in squads cf from 
twenty to fifty. Pitiful objects as they were, it was 
a novelty to see tlioni reaeli the water and slack 
their tliirat. Wading out into the lakes until thf^ir 
udes were half coveraJ, they i^ould atand and low 
in a Boft moaning voice, often for half an hour bo- 
fore attempting to diinlt, Contrary to our expect* 
tien, tbey drank very little at first, but stood in the 
water for hours- After coming out, they would he 
,4owii and mat for hours linger, and tbon drink 
't^iu befot-e attempting to grazvi, thoir thirst over- 
powering hiniger. That they were blind there waa 
no igneT^tion, but with the j^ansen that prodnoed it 
ou{-e removed, It was probable their eyesight would 
gradually return. 
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By early evening, tlie i-ear guHid of our outfit 
retui-Qeci aiid rcporteil the tail «iid of iLe b^rd some 
twenty miles bvhiiul when thev left them. During 
the Hay n*tt ovuralhoKSfliiii In»atl reaulinl tin? Ijikea, 
And towiirJs oveiiiiig wc \mi Uiese under IterJ and 
MsUy b«Jd them during the night. All four of the 
men who constituted the rear ^ard were sent back 
the nmtt morning to prod up tho rcnr ftg&iii, and 
during tho night at Joast n thoufl^nd more came into 
the hkei), wy<}h held them better thtin a hundred 
men. With the reoovtry of llie enttle onr hopes 
grew, aud with the grndual :w^<.'<?Hsioas to the hurd> 
oijnfid*?tiui! was sigaiu i^onipletely rcstoivd. Onr 
saddle Atiock, uoL huvijtg siifffieii na b<Ld tht^- i'.cilllei 
were in a serviceable cutidition, nud while a few men 
were all that v&re necessary to hold the hfid. the 
others acoured the conntry for miles in Bearch of 
any posaihlo stragglers Mhich might hare miased 
the water* 

Dnnogthefoi-enoon of the third day at tlieUkce^ 
Nat Straw, the foreman of Ellison*^ first herd on 
the trail, rode up to onr oump. He was aoouting 
for wster for his hevrl, and, when our Bitnation waa 
^xplfbiQpd find he had lieen interrogated rpgi)r<!nig 
looho ea,ttle, gave us the good news that uo str;tg 
glera in oar road brand had been mti by their out 
iitp This was welcome newa, for we hod made no 
count yet. and feared aome of them« in their locood 
condition, might have piissed the water during tho 
liight. Our misfortune waa an ill wind by whiok 
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Straw profitml, for he bad fully ^jqiected to keep 
r>Q by thd uTd ruiiF.^, Iiut with oar rliHaater staring 
btm iu tbe face, a siEuilar experience w^ tcj bs 
avaided. HIb Lurd recu^Lod tbe lakes duriiig the 
middle of tbe afternoon, and after watering, turned 
and wont westward over tbe now route taken by 
tbe two borda whieb preoedcd us^ He hud a. h«rd 
of about tbr«e tbouaand eteers, and wju driving to 
tbe Dodge market. After the experience we bad 
(ust gone tbrc*ngh, his berd and outflt were a w^I* 
I'oaia Bigbt. Fl(M>d made laqiilriea after LovelPs 
»e«ond bei'd, vtnder oiy brother Tlob aa foreman, but 
Straw bud EWeu or beard notbiug of tbem, Laving 
come from Goliad Ooimt; witb bis <.'att]e. 

After tho Ellison bcrd bad pofiscd on and otit of 
sight, onr eqaad wlitch bad liccn worlcing tbe oonn- 
try to tbe northward, over the ronto by which tho 
ftb&ndonod berd liad rotamiHt, came in with the in- 
formation tbat that «ectioTt welb clear of cnttle, !ind 
that tb^y had oidy found three bead dead from 
tbirst. Oa tbe fourth moitiing^ as tbe herd left the 
bed groiind, a irount wa8 ordert*d, and to our sur- 
prise wt! <3oiioted out twenty-six liead more tbain w« 
had received on tbe b^nlt» of tbe Rio Grande a 
month before* A« tbore bad been but one previous 
occasion to count, the nurobor of Btrays absorbed 
into our bintl was easily aooounted for by Prieut: 
** If a steer herd could increase on the trail, why 
should n't ourSf that bad over a thousand cowa in 
It?"* The observation was hardly borne out when 
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the ages of our herd wero taken into ooasidgratioo. 
But 1882 in Texas vae a Ub«ral day fui<I geDerationf 
Atid *^ cn,ttk stealing " <EVfis too driuLic a tf^rm to nae 
fur tliti cliantTi? gain nf u few riiltlv, when thu foiind- 
atiouB of princely foi'tuatw wei'o being laid ivitliA 
rope and a branding iron. 

In order to give the EUison Jierd a good start of 
iia, we only moved our wagon to the farthest lake 
nnd vent into camp for tbe day. The hord had 
reoovered itn normal ootidition by this tiin«, And of 
the troubles of the pa^it week not a trace remained. 
Inst^Lid, our herd gi-aaed in leieurely content over 
a. thousand aeren, while wilh the etoeptton of a few 
men on herd, the outfit loungi^d around the wagon 
and bngu'ded the time with enrda. v 

We had undtjrgoDe an experience which my 
bunkie, The liebci, termed '^ an interesting incident 
in bis checkered career," but which cot ev&n ho 
would have cored to repeat, That nig^ht while on 
night herd together — the cattlo restiDg in all con- 
tentment^ we rode one round together, and aa he 
rolled a ci^rettt* he gave nie an eld war story : — 

•• They used lo tell the atory in the army, that dur- 
ing one of the winter retreats, a naval lynian, riding 
along in the wake of the ecilamii at night, saw a hat 
apparently floating in the uiud and water. In tho 
hope that it might be a hotter hab than the one he 
*A'a* wearing, he diHuiounted to get it- Feeling hi» 
way carcfnUy through theoose until ho reached the 
hat, he was aurpnoed to find a man underneath and 



A DRY DRIVE 60 

wearing it ' Hello, oomrade/ he sang out, ' can I 
lend jon a hand ? * 

*'*No, no/ replied tlie fellow, 'I'm all right] 
I 'to got a good mule yet under me-' " 



CHAPTER VI 

A BEMIVl&OBNT NTOBT 

Os tlio ninth morning w6 m&de our second etart 
from tho In^jian LEtkes. An amusing incident 
occurred during the last night of our €&mp at these 
water boles. Coyotes had boen lunigiiig Around 
our cajnp for several days, aud duriog the quiet 
hoiira of the night I^ese st^ziveugers of the plain 
Imd often Textured in near the wagon tn aea-rch of 
scraps of meat or aoythicg edible- Rod V\'heat 
and Aah BorrovpsEone ha4 madt> their beda down 
eome distanoo from the wagon ; the coyotes ita they 
circled round the camp came near their bed, and 
in SDifBng aboat awoke Borrowstone. There was 
no more danger of attaolc from these cowards than 
from field mice, hut their presence annoyed Ash, 
and an hfl dared not shoot^ he threw hi« l>ooLs at the 
Tarminta. Imagine his ebagrin the next morning 
to find that one boot had landed among the banked 
embers of the camp-fire, and was burned to a cdsp. 
It wan looked upon as a capital joke by the outfit^ 
&B there was no telling when we would reach a store 
vhore be oould secure another pair. 

Th« new tr^ after bearing to the wcBtward for 
several days, turned northward, paralleling the old 




A REMINTSCENT NIGHT TX 

on«, omH A week Jater wo ca.mo ioto tho old trfti] 
ever A bimdrcd tniles north of the Indian LidcoA. 
With tboexoeptioD of one thirty-mile drive without 
valor, no fault could Le fouuil with tho now trftil. 
A few days after coniicg iDto theold trail, we pasaed 
Mason, a point where trail herds usually pnt in for 
fiuppliea, Aa w* passed during the middle of the 
aftenioon, the wagon and a tinmber of the hoy& 
went into the burg. Qumue Forrent and Billy 
Honcyman were thaonly two in the outfit for whom 
fcbcro wore any letters, with the exception of a tetter 
from Lovell, which was common property* Norer 
having heeu over thd trail before, and not evoD 
know^ing ihat it was ptJsaiblo to hoar from homOi I 
vaati't expeotiug any l^tt^r; hat I felt a little 
twinge of homesioko^as that night when Honeyman 
reac^l ua certiun portions of hi& letter, whioh waa 
fi\>m hU sUtor. Forrest'i* letter waa from a aweot- 
heart, and softer reading it a few tlinea, he burnt it, 
And that waa all we ever knew of its coutenta, for 
he was too foxy to aay anything, even if it had not 
baen unfavorable- Borrowaton«^ swaggered around 
camp that evening in a new pair of boots, which 
bad the Lone Star aet in filigree-work in their red 
topa. 

At our last eainp at the lakes. The Rebel and I, 
as partners, bad been ^haiDfrfnlly beaten in a game 
of aeven-itp by Bnll Durham and John Officer, and 
bad demanded satisfaction in another trial around 
the fire tliat night. We borrowed MoCana^a laa- 
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Urn, oatd by tbe aid of it mid the oamp-fire liftd an 
nhundiuice of light for onr gameu in the ahflnnce 
at A Lilili?, wt) niirulU!*] n btsl Mid nut ilouro Tiiili^tti 
iohliiou over a game of cards la which all FtUudbLip 

i'te outfit, with Ui© esoeptiou oE mjaeif, had 
ootno frcm the s^tme neighborhood, and lui itcto in 
llonoytuan'a Letter oauemg oonaidcrable ootumcnt 
wus a wedding wbiob bud ckuuurrcd «neo the outfit 
had Li^fL It eeemed tlmt a rumber of tho boye bad 
uparkud tbo bri<i« in timeH past, and now tbat she 
Wfu married, their inind^ naturally b^ciame remi- 
DiHCt^nt owr old ■wpKtht^arU- 

"Tbe vay I utakt< it og V aaid Honey mau, tu 
CowiDenting on tbe DewSi " is that the ^rl bod met 
tliiA fvllovr over iu the next Couotj ^hil« viflitiug 
lier coLiatQ^ thi: year before. My sbtet gives it as 
ft horseba'ClE opinion that bboM b«eu eog^^^ to 
this fellow DdJiTJy eight montbf ] ffivia, you know, 
eabo dacrb otlior that way. Well, it won't affect mj 
appetite any if all tbe girh I know g«t married 
while I *ni g^one." 

"You c^ertainly have nevBr experienced tha ttin- 
der pa8Hion/* fcaid Fox Quai-t<<n light to our \\one 
wrangki-T sw lie llglilred his pipe witli a brand from 
Ibe fii-e. ** Noiv I have. That 'a the i-eaaou wLy I 
KynipathiAQ with theae old bcana i^f the bride* Of 
courdtf 1 was too old to stand any show on bet »trin^, 
And I roolton the fellow who got bor Ain't to 
powei-fitl niuoh, exoopt bia veneering and being ft 
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sta^Dgcr, which was a big advEDtage, To be buta, 
if &he took a atnile to this fitrn,iig;er, no Other fuliow 
Qould €h^k her with a tliree-quartor ropo and & 
BDobbiiig poflt. I've seen girU walk right by A 
doseb good fdlJowsaii<) fawn over aome ucrub- Mj 
«TX|}flrirnon t;<*ju*lieB ttte that vhen there 's A woiiL&n 
in it, it*A hupluLzard put ItR^k with no tolling whiuh 
Wftj th« rftt will ln>p. You oan't play any »}'Hleiu, 
aud mtriLuutA little Qgara in genai'a) restdta." 

"Foot*" >aid Durbim, while 0£Scei' was aluiffljjtg 
AecardH, *■ your aiig«r seems well oilcd and work- 
ing keen tc-night, Snpposo you give u» tbnt littlo 
«xpciicDcc of )rc(Lrs tii lovo atfuirs. It will ho a 
tro&t to tho^e of ub wbo bavo Dcver boon in love, 
and von't interrupt the gaui(» a partial^. Cat looee, 
woa'tyou?" 

*'It'9 % long tim« back,'* uiid Quarts rnlg;bt, 
meditatively, "»nd tb« itcara hnv« nil hc^akul, no I 
don't iidnd tellliiE^ iL 1 washoniamlt nii-iLH) on thn 
Lordtir uf the Blite Qraafl Ue^ou lu Xviitucky. I 
liad tLe iiiisforLuue to be born of poor but houftsb 
parents, a^ tiiey do id storiea ; no bcro ever had tko 
ailvantage of m^ in tbn,t rcApect. la love aEr&im, 
howovor, it *a a hi^h ourd in your hand to be born 
ricb. Tbc country- around my old borne bad good 
Bchoola, eo we bad tbe ailvaalagu of n good educa- 
tion. Whcm I wEitt About nint^teeu^ I went away 
from home ono witkcer to tLVLc*h Kohtxil — a littU 
country u*hnnl almnt flftncro niit^ from borne. But 
in the uld Stat^i Hfuwjj niilen from Iioine uokn 
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ycu a dead rank slrangar. The trustee of the Uivr^ 
ahip was shucking oom when I went to apply for 
tho fechooL I flimply whipped out my peg and 
hetpeil him sbtiuk riut a. ahouk or two wliil^ we 
tnlk^d ov«r »«ohool muttpei's^ The dinoer bell rAn^. 
and he msiaLed on my sUyiug tot dinner wilh Lioi. 
WelU he gave ine a bett«r Bchool than I had asked 
for — hotter nsLghberhood* he saJd — and told me 
to board with n certaia family who had no children ; 
h€ gave hie reasons, but lhat*s immaterial. They 
verb friends of hta, bo I learned fifterwards- They 
proved to be fi.De poupli), Th'i woiuau waa one of 
th^L^o kindly soiiU who nevor know where to stcip. 
She planntTfl :ind achemetl to mnrry me off in sptte 
of myseli. The first riimitli thai T waa with them 
she t4jld me all iibout the girls In thut imiuudiate 
neighborhood. !□ fact, ahe rather got me Linduly 
excited, being a youth &m\ sonjewb^t vertJant. She 
dwelt powerful heavy on a girl who lived in a big 
htiok hoDse which, stood bock of tho road 8omc dl^ 
tance. This girl hud goo© to school at a sominary 
for youD^ Indies near Lexington, — Htudied mueio 
and painting and was 'way up on everything. Sha 
described her to me as blaek-eyed with raven tressefi, 
just like you read about in novels- 

"Things wove rocking along nicely, when a few 
dayn before Christmas a little girl who belonged to 
the family who lived in the Wiek house brought me 
a note one morning. It wa« an invitation to take 
supper with them the following evening. The note 
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was wntlOD \n a prebtj hand, aacl the nH-me sigited 
to it — 1 'm aatiofied now it ivaa a forgery. My 
Undlsijj agjeed with uie on that point ; in f^t, slid 
nay have mentioned it Hrst^ I never oQ^ht to b4re 
taktm hi?r into my oonfidouoQ like I did. Bot I 
wanted to QODBult her, ehowed her the invitutioD, 
mnd asked her advice. Sbe was in tbe aev^nth 
heaven of delight ; had me answer it &t once, accept 
th(s invitation witli pleaetire and a lot of stuff that 
I iiQViBr ti^ed befuK — slie had been young oncn 
berself. I used q]> £v« or aix Bbeots of paper in 
writing the answer, bpoilt one after another, and 
the one I did send was a flat failure compared to 
the one I received. WelJ, the next evening when 
it was time toatart, I was nervons and imeafly. It 
was nearly dark when I i-eached the houae, hut I 
wanted it that v/3.y. Say, hut when I knocked on 
the front door of that house it was with fear and 
trembling. ■ Is r.hig Mr. Qnartemiglit?' inquired 
tt very afFuble \iu\y who reoeived rae. I knew I wa* 
one of old man Quarternight^s seven boys, nnd 
admitted that that was my name, though it was the 
first time any one had evercailodine mister- I was 
welcomed, nahcred in, and introduced all around. 
There were a few small children whom I knew, so 
I managed to talk to them. The girl whom I waa 
being braced against was not a particle overrated, 
but fiuBlained the Kentucky reputation for beauty. 
She made beraelf so pleasant and agreeable that my 
faara soon anhsided- When the man of the houi^e 
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catmo in I waa oured outirely. He 7aa gmiff and 
be«rt;^t opened hiu mouth and Ung:hod deep. I 
built riglil up to him. Wq talked about cattltand 
borsQS until supper waa annoiinoed. He was really 
Bony I had n't uome earlier, so A3 to look at a three 
yt^ar old tolt that he set a, heap of ftton* by. Hd 
showed hiuk to me after supj^er with a lantern, Tiaa 
oolt, toO' I didn't remember much about tha sup- 
per, except tHat it was Ene and I came near aptlliag 
my co^ce oevci-aLtimea, my hands were so Jarge and 
my coat sleoTee ao efaort. When wo returned from 
looking at the oolt, w(^ went into the parlor, Siy, 
fellows, it w^£ a little the uiuest thing that ever I 
went againet. Carpet that made you think you 
were going to bog down every step, sprifigy like 
mar^h land, and I was gl^d I oaine. Theit tbe 
younger fldldren were ordered to I'etire, and abortly 
afterward the man and liis wifi^ followed nuit, 

" When I heard the old man throw his heaTy 
boote on the £oor in the next rooia, 1 realised that 
I was left all alone with their charming ctangliler. 
All my fears of the early part of the oToniiig tried 
to crowd on me ftgaiU) but were calmed by the girl, 
who aang and played on the piiino with do andieued 
but me. Then she interested me by telling her 
school experiences, and how glad she was that they 
were over. Finally she lugged out a great big 
family ^bum, and sat down aside of me on ooe of 
these horaehair sofas. That album had a clasp on 
it« a buckle of pute diver, same aa these eighbeeo 
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dollar bridles. While we were looHog at th« pic- 
tarea — somd of tlie old Tarminta had fottglit Ui tbu 
Bevolutionaiy Vp-ar, so she aaid — J noticecl liow 
oloae we wurc fiittin^ together. Then wc aat faiths 
MpoH niter we hiid ;^;oiio through the albimi, one on 
fiaoh end of tbe sofa, and talki^d about the Tieighhor- 
bood, until I suddenly remembeped that I Lad to fjo. 
While she waB getting my hat and I was gettiug 
Away, Bomehow she had me promise to take dinner 
witli tLem on Chnsttnas. 

** For the Dest two or three months it was banl 
to tell if I lived at my hoaidiiig boiise or at the 
brick, li I failed to go, my landlady would hatch 
up some CTrand and aead lue over. If she had n't 
been such a good womaxi, L *d never forgive her for 
Loftding me Co the eaci-itieo like she did, Woll, 
about tWD weeks before school was out^ I went home 
over Saturday and Sunday. Those were fatal days 
!a my life. Whea I returned on Monday morning, 
there was a letter waiting for me. It was from the 
j^rVs niamm^. There had been a quilting in the 
neighborhood on Saturday, and at this met^t of ilta 
loual goasips, aome one bad hinti^l that there wiw 
liable to be a weddiag as aooti as school was out. 
Mamma was preaent, and neither atlaiitted nor 
denied the t^Jiargo, Bvit there was a woman at this 
quilting who had once lived over in our neighbor- 
hood and foit it hor duty to enlighten the corapnny 
oa to who I waa. I got all this lat^r from my land- 
lady. *Law me/ said tMa woman, 'Folka round 
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here m tlits section tliEok our teacher is tlie son of 
that big farmer who r^a^a bo many cattle And 
boraep. Wbj, I Ve known both families of those 
Qti&rtervighls for lugh od to thirty your. Oar 
tencbor is ono cf old John Fox's boys, tho Irish 
QtiatterniglitSf wbo live up near th« s^t lioks on Doe 
Run, They were altrjtya so poor that the children 
never had enough to eat and hardly half enough to 
wear/ 

" Thifl pWm fitatement at fiicts fell like a bomlj- 
ahell on mamma. Bhe started a private iQTestiga- 
tion of her own, and her verdict was in that letter. 
It waa a centre shot. That eTening when Hooked 
the scbeolhouse door it was for the last time, for I 
never unlocked it again. My landlady, dear old 
womanly soul, tried hard to have me teach the 
school out at least, but I did D*t flee it that way. 
The cauiM of education in Kentucky might have 
gone fiti'aight to eternal lieH, before I 'd have stayed 
another duy in ihi\t neighhorbotxL I had money 
CDough to get to Teiaa with, and here 1 am. When 
a fellow gets it burnt into him like a brand that 
way once, it la&te him quite a while. He 'U feel bifl 
way next timc.*^ 

*'Tbat was rather a raw deal to givo a fellow*" 
Baid Officer, who had been liBt^ning while playing 
eardfi. " X>id n*t yon never see the girl again ? " 

'*No, nor you wouldn't want to either if that 
letter had been written to yon. And some folks 
claim that seven Is a lucky nnmher; there were 
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•pvftn hnya in our* fa-inily acH muy one ever mfir* 

"That eipenenof* of FosV" remarked Ilooej- 
wan» after a thoi-t ailence, " U almost similar to on« 
I ha4< Before Lovell and Flood ^opted tne. 1 
worked for a, horse mfm dovD on the Nucuea. 
Kvery ]yoar ho drove up the trail a largo hard of 
Lorao Btook. We drove to tbo aamo point od tbe 
trail e&ch year, and I happened to got aoqu^ntdd 
tip iLere witli a family thiLt had fi^voral ^rls in it, 
Th» youngest girl in the family Rod I »weTnod to 
aader^tazkd e;LcIi otlier fairly welK I liad to stay 
ut the Lorse cainp moHt of tlie tiiue^ and in oue way 
Aod another did not get to see her as much tia 
I would have likod- When we acid out the herd, I 
hung around for a woelc or so, and spent a month'e 
WT^OB ehowing her tbo olood vlth the silver lining. 
She atOT>d it all easy* too. When the outlit went 
honie, of course I went with them. I was banking 
plenty strong, however, that next year, if there waa 
a good market in honteji, tV] take her home with 
crie. I liad saved my wages and rustled around, 
aoi] when we started up the tndl next year, 1 had 
forty horses of ui/ own in the herd, I had figureil 
thej would l>rii]g me a thoiuaad dollars, &nd there 
was my wages besides, 

*' When wo reached this place, wo held tho hord 
out twenty miles, ao it woa some timw before I got 
ioto town to see the girh But the first tinie I did 
get to Bee her I learned tliat an older iiBter of hers, 
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wlo liail run awajr witli some renegade from T«i!ls 
M,yaax or bd before, h^ iTrifted L^ick bome Litely 
with tears in her ejea ami a- big fat baby hoy in 
hor arms. She warned me to keep away from the 
house, for men from Texas were at a alight cEiacount 
right thon id that f&niilj- The girl eoemod to ro- 
gret it and talked reodonahlo, and I thought I could 
aee eneourageraent. I did n't orowd matters, hop 
dtd her folks iorg^t mti when thi?y ht?ard that Byler 
had come in with a bori^p brrd from the Niipce^ I 
njet the girl away from hom<» flevera.! times during 
the HMittm^r^ iuid learntiil that they kept hot watiOr 
on tap to ecald me if I ever dared to ahow up. One 
son-in-law from Texas ha.d ainaply surfeited that 
family — tlierc waa no other vacancy. About tie 
time we oloaed out and word ngain roady to go 
home, tborc was a eattlcman'e ball given in this little 
trsjl town. We atJtyed over several daya to take 
in this ball^ ae I had some plans of my own. My 
girl was at the ball all easy enough, but she warned 
me tLa,t her brother was watching me. I paid no 
attention to him, and daiieed witli ber right along, 
b(.^gging bar to run away with me. It wasohvioiialy 
the only play to make. But the mora I*d 'suade 
her the more she 'd 'foae. The family was on the 
prod bigger than a wolf, and there waa no vise rea- 
soning with them. After I had bad every danee 
witli hor for an honr or bo, her brother coolly 
stepped \ji and took her home. The next morning 
he felt It his duty^ as bis sister's protector, to hunt 
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me up and inform me th^t if 1 even spokd to )ili 
fibter :ig;:Liik, he 'd shoot me Like a dog. 

" ' Is th.aC a. bInfF, or do you meaa It For & r«ttl 
plaj^?' I in(]ii!retl, jx>Htflly. 

"* You'll find that it will b« real eaaugV Le 
Answered, angrily. 

" * WeU. DOW, that "s too bad»' I answered ; ' I *ni 
tctdly sorry ihat 1 can't proaiiHe to respect your 
Kqoast, But tliis mtioh 1 can oesore yon : any timo 
tlx4^t you tiavo tbe leiaure and want to filioot me, 
juet out looso your dog> But remembor thig one 
thing — that it will be my seoond shot' " 

"Are you sure you wasn't rimniiig a bluTer 
yoiirselfj or ii tJie wind merely rising? '' inquired 
Durham, while I was aljut!liiig the cards for the 
nrtxt ileaL 

" Well, if I was, I hung up my genlle honk 
before his eyes and ears aud gave him free license 
to call it The truth la, 1 did n't pay any more 
attention to him than I wouhl to an empty bottle. 
I reckon Che girl was all right* bnt the family were 
these raaorbaoked, baruyanl sovagoa. It makes 
me hot under the collar yet when I think of it. 
'[^heyM have lawed ta& if I had, but I oijght to 
have «hnt hira anr! checked the hpeetl.** 

" Why didu'C you run off with her?'' inquired 
Fox, dryly, 

■* WylL of eomso a Juan of your nerve Is always 
capable of advisiug others. Bui you see, I 'm 
strong on the bieud. Now a girl can't show Lei 
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tnw cwlora like the girVs brother Jii), but get Tier 
h tlie harrjesH once, and thfiii she *tl show yon tho 
vMba of lier eye, balk, anct possibly kick over 
tbe v^arjon tongue. No, I believe in the breed — 
blood UtaU/' 

*' I worked for a oovpmflji once," sfud Bull, ir< 
relevantly, "and tbcy told it on him that he lost 
twenty tbouBand dollars thd night ho was mar- 
riod." 

"How, gambling?" 1 inqnired- 

**No. The womuu he ina,rried claimed to be 
worth twenty tlioiinand dollars and sIib never had 
a t!ent. SpEulcs trump ? " 

"No; h^^aiW* replied The Rebel. "I used to 
know a foreman up in De Witt County, — ^Honest' 
John Glea they tuLlIed him. He claimed the only 
chance he ever had to marry was a ?ndoTV, and the 
reafioa hd did n't marry her wLtB, he was too honcfit 
to t&kti advantage of a dead man." 

While we paid little attentTon to wind or weather, 
thta wa^ an ideal night, aod we were laggard in 
aeekiug onr blankets. Yam follo\»eJ yarn; for 
nearly evfli-y oue of iia, either from observation or 
from praoLical experience, had a alij;bt acquaint* 
ftDCe with the great mastering passion. But the 
poeticzjJ had not been developed in us to an appre- 
ciative degree, ao wc diacuesed the topic under 
consideration much aa we would have done hor^fi 
or cattle. 

FiuaUy tbe game ended. A general yawn went 
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the round of the Joungera about tbe fire. The sec- 
ond guard had gone ou^ and when the tirst rode iDi 
Joe StoUitigs, baiting bis horse In passing the firej 
Oftllod out Booiably, ^* That mul^y Bteet, the whito 
four jeat old, didn't like to b«d down aniongat 
the others, bo I let him come out and lay down by 
himself. You *11 find liim over on the far aide of' 
the hfirJ. Tou all remembBr how wQd ho was 
when we first started ? Wall, you pan ride witlua J 
three feet of him to-iiiglit, and he'll gruut aud act 
stxiiable and never offer to get ap, 1 prombcd \ 
biin that he might sleep alone aa long as be was I 
good; 1 ]uat Ioto a good steer. Make down our '' 
bedi pardner j X 'li be bock as &oon as I picket mj > 
horn." -^ 



CHAPTER Vn 
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Tnx month of May found oiir Circle Dot fcerd, in 
■pite of all diJiwbackg, nearly five hundred Qiiles 
on ita way. For tbo paet wuok wo had boen travel- 
ing over that immense tabieland whicb Hkirta tbe 
Arid pottioD of western Texas, A few daya before, 
while p»^sing the blue mountaina whiob stand aa a 
Bouthern Betttinel lit tJie obain marking tbe head* 
watrcra cf tbe Concha River, we bad our firat 
glimpse of the hiUs. lu its almost primitive con- 
dition, the country waa generous, sapplying every 
want for sustensnco of boraes and cattle. Tbe 
grass at tbis stage of tbe season was well matured, 
tbe herd taking on flosh in a very gratifying man- 
ner, and, while wo h^d crossed some rocky oouutryi 
lame imd sore-footed cattle had as yet caused us 
no serious trouble. 

One morning when within one day's drive of tbe 
Colorado River, as our herd wan leaving tbe bed 
ground, the last guard encountered a bunch of 
cattle drifting back down the trail. There were 
nearly fifty bead of the atragglere ; and as one of 
out men on guard torned them to throw them away 
Irom our herd, the rood brand caught bis oyo, and 
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bo recognised the »tra^s as ti^longiog to the EHi- 
BUD herd wbiuh hsul i^aaseil ub &t tlia ladian 
Lakc8 »o(uc tcD days before. Flood's altentiija 
onoti dntwQ to tbc braad, be ordered them thivwti 
into our herd. It weu evident tbat boeaq troable 
bod occurred wttL the Eltisoa cattle, possibly a 
bbLmpede ; and it was but a neighborly act to I^ad 
Biiy assistance in our power. As soon as the out£t 
nould hrealifast, mount^ and take the herd. Flood 
iwnt Prier^t and me to ?taout thu LHJiiutry to the 
veAtward of the trail, while Bob Blades and Ash 
Borrovratone started on a aiDiiljix errimd to the 
eastward* with orders to throw io any drifting cat- 
tlu in the Ellison road brand. Within an hour 
aftiir starting, the herd encoutilcred aevei-al strag- 
gling bands, and as Priest and I were on the point 
of returuiug to the hord, we oltuost overrode a 
bunch of eighty odd head lying down in aooao 
broken couutiy. They were gaunt and tired, and 
The Rebel s.t once proni^unced their atiifened moT^ 
ments the result of a stampede. 

We wer-e Jilftlng tbeiti baok towanls the tmll, 
when Nat Straw and two of hjs men rotle out from 
our herd and met u«. *^ I always did claim that it 
vroA better to be bom lucky tlian haudaonic,^' said 
Straw aa he rode up. ** Ono week Flood e&ves mo 
from a dry drive^ and the yery next one, he 's just 
the right diatanea behind to catoh ruy drift from 
R naity stauipi^de^ Not only thnt, hut my peelers 
Atid I are riding Circle Dot horses, as well ai 
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reufbiiig tha wagoa la tLud for bn^kfaat and lin* 
ing our flues with Lovcll e gotid chuck. It *b too 
good luck to \&aU 1 'ill afraid. 

**I'iD uot LnukeriDg for th^ dramatic in lif^, 
but \re bad a run laat uight that would curl joor 
hair. Juet about midnight a bunch of raugo oattlo 
rau into ub, aud before you oould say Jock Robiu- 
aoo, oiar dogiee ha<) vsimoosed the ranch and were 
rouniug m half a dozen different direotlons. We 
rounded tbem up tba best we could in tha dark, 
and then I took a4X>n]ile of men and came back 
ilowD the tr^il about twenty miles to catch any 
drift when day dawned- But you eee there's no- 
thiLig like being lucky and haviog good neigbbora, 
— cattle cat]ght« fresh horses^ and a vrariu break- 
fast all w^tiDg for jou. I m euoh a lucky dog, 
it 'B a wonder BOme one did n't Gteal me when I was 
little. I eau^t help it, but Bome day I *11 marry a 
banker's daughter, or fall heir to a ranch as big aa 
old MeCullocb County/' 

Before iiieeting us^. Straw had confided to our 
foi-eman thjtt hv roiild lihaign do other plnuAiblo 
eiouHc for the stampede tha,u that it was tbe work 
of cattle rufitlerft. He claimed to know the ooun- 
try aloog the Colorado^ and unless it had changed 
recently, tbose hills to the westward harbored a 
good many of the worst rust! ore iu the State. He 
admitted it udght have been wolvce chasing the 
range cattle^ but thought it had the earmarks of 
being done by huQiaii wolves. He maintained that 
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few herds had vvct pnaitcd tha.t nv^r without loss of 
cattle, tLal^SaH tho ruatlers v/giq too busy elsewhere 
to givo tbd paasLDg beid their attontioii. Straw had 
ordered hifi livrd tt> (]rop h^ok. down the trail ahuut 
ten miles from their camp of the night previous, 
and about noon the two herds met on a branoli of 
Brady Creek- By that time onr herd had nearly 
tKree hundred head of the EElison cattle, so wo 
htfld it up and cut iheit's out. 8traw oi^^ed oar 
foreman, whatever he did, not to wake oamp in iho 
Colorado bottoms or anywhere ue-iir tbe river, if ho 
didn't want a repctitioEi of bia exporieuoe. After 
fltarting: our hi^H in the aftonioon, about hsilf a 
dozon of UB turned bsit^k and lent a hand in coimt- 
ing Straw's herd^ which proved to be ovi^r a hui^ 
dred hend short, and nearly half hia outfit were still 
out buntiug oattle. Acting on Straw's advicd, wo 
oaiuped tbftt night some f^ve or sbe miles bnolc 
from the river *»i thn la-nt divide. From ihe time 
the second ^a,n] vfbut ou until the third wa8 ib- 
lieved, wo took the precaution of keeping a soout 
outriding from a half to three quaiters of a inilo 
distant from tho herd, Flood and Honcyman aerv< 
iag in that ospaoity. Every precaution was taken 
to prevent a eurpriee ; and in ease a:iythiag did 
happen, our night horses tied lo the WEigon wbeela 
fltood ready saddled and bridled for any emergencj'. 
But ihe night pasaed without incident. 

An hour ov two after Lhe herd had started the 
next aii>ruiug, fcur well moiuited) atrauge moa 
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toA« up fi-om tte weatward. and repi-esenting them 
flelvbB OS trail outtera, a^ked for our foreman. 
Flood met theoi, in UU unual i^ineb nmuuer, und 
after admitting tb»t we bad been tixiulflod more or 
lc6a with rfttigo cattk, asanrcd our calic^rs thut if 
thcro waa an^'tkiug in tJid herd id tlut brands they 
reprofieutod, ho would gli^dly hold it up and give 
th«)ii every opportunity to out tbeir cattle out. 
As he was anxious to orosa the river before dood, 
he invito tbe visitors to slay foi' dinner^ assuring 
them that Ixaforc sbiTl.ing tlie hevd in the after- 
iioori, he would throw the cattle together for their 
inapection- FIcmhI made htmaelf very agreealile» 
uitjuirlni^ into cattle niid range matters In general 
aa w^Il as tlie stage of water in the river abeail. 
The spohesman of the trail cutters mot Flood's in- 
Titatioa to dinner with cieuaos aliout the pi-oas- 
lag demands on his time, and urged, if it did not 
Bdriotraly interfere witb our plau^, that he be al- 
lowed to itispe<*t the herd before erosiaing the river. 
Hia reasons seemed trivial and our forewan was 
not oouviitoed. 

*' You see, gentlemen," he saidj "■iii handling 
these southeru oattJe, wo niui^t take advaubage of 
occasions. We have timed our morning's di-ive so 
as to reach the river during tlie wamieab bour of 
the day, or rs near noon as possible. You oaa 
hardly iuiap^inc what a ditFt>rt.mce there is, in fording 
tliiB herd, between a cool, cloudy day and a dear, 
hot one. You see the herd is strung out ne:tr)y a 
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mile lu IfiDgtb DOW, and to bold tlient ap And waste 
ttiL hour or taore ioir jour JnfipuoCiou vcnild serii>u&ly 
diatnrb our plana. Acd iLcd our wagon and rttntudit 
bavo goixc cm with orders to noon at the Grat good 
oanip beyond the rivoir. I perfectly understand 
your rtJiiBODs, aiid ycu eijnaJly uuierstand mine; 
but I will deoid a, man or two baok to help you re- 
oi-ctsa H.DY cattle you may iind in our herd. Now, 
if a. conpLo of you gf^ntlenmn will ride around gq 
tha far side with me, and tlie others will ride up 
near tbu lead, we will trail th<) cattle across when 
vre reaob the river without cutting the herd into 
bhjchs." 

Flood^a iiftability, conph^d with tlie fact that tha 
load cattle w«3ro nearly up to the rivor, won bia 
point. Our vifiitora oould ouly yield, and rodo 
forward with our lettd swin^ men to assist in 
forcing the lead cattle into the river. It was swift 
wat^r, but otherwiBo an ea^y croB^ing. and we al* 
luwed the hei'd, after ootuiiig out on the fai-t-lier 
aidtf, to api-ead out »nd ^^raae forward at ite |>le»> 
snre. The wa^on and saddle stock were in si^ht 
about a mile ahead, and leaving two men on herd 
to drift the cattle in the right direction, tho rest 
of UB rodo leisurely on to the waj^on, where din- 
ner wan waiting. Flood treated our callora with 
mar-k^il oourtouy during diuaer, and oaaually in- 
quired if any of their mimber had seen any cattld 
that <!ay op the day previous in the Ellison road 
Ijrand. They had cot, Ihey said, expliLiniug that 
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th<»ir range lay on bolli Biiles of tbe Coiiclio, and 
tli^t diii'Kig thetiall aiutftcin they kepi, nil thgir cuUle 
between that riv^er and the mam Colorado. Their 
work lirwi kept them on their own range recently, 
exeopt when trail herds were passing aud needed to 
WlooltEid lhro^i}2;h for Btrnya. It gotinded as though 
our trail eattora uouLd uUo ubq diplomaoj on ocy 
OMion. 

Wh^tL dinner was over and we had ounght horses 
for the afternoon and were ready to mounts Flood 
a.Hkeil otir guestfi for their crwletitinla as duly 
authomml trail o^ittei-a. TI»ey ix^|dieil tliatthey had 
UQtiQ^ but offered iu rx|dai]ation the atatemeat that 
they wore merely cutting iii«tLo interest of the im- 
mudiatc loi^alit}", which rt^quifo J no written authority. 

Then the pTovions affability of our foreman 
turned to iron. ' " Well, men/* said he, " if you Lave 
no authority to cut this trail, then you dou't cut this 
herd. I must have inspc^otlon papers before I c&a 
move a hrand out of the county in whioh It is br&d, 
and I '11 eertainly let no other man, Im^al or dnly 
appointeilf cut an aulmal oat of tills henl without 
wriliteo aud vertiRi^l fl.iithoiity. Ton kriow that 
without being told, or ought to. I reapeet the 
i-ight* of every man |XT*ted on a trail to cut it. If 
ynu want to ace my inapeelion papers, you have a 
right to demand thorn, and in turn I demand of yon 
your oredyntials, ehowing who you worh for and 
the list of branda you repreaent ; otherwise no 
harm's done; nor do you out any herd that I'm 
driving/* 
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" Well,*' said one of the men, " I aaw a couple 
of bead in roj owd individuaJ brand as we rode op 
the herd, I'd like to eoe the moii who eaja tliat I 
havo n't the right to olaim my own brandj anjwbore 

I and ar 

"If there's flaytliiDg in our herd m your iudi- 
Tiduul brsLud," said Flood. ^' »ll yoa have to do U io 
give ma the braud^and I'U aatit Fur you. What *« 
jour brand ? ** 

"Tbe'WiodowSaih/" 

" HavQ any of you boys fieen such a brand in our 
herd?'* inquir<id Flood, tutning to us aa we aU 
atood by our horaea r&ad}' to atarb, 

*'I i^iln^t Teoogniso it by that name/' replied 
Quince FoTrest, who rode in the awtng o& the 
branded eide of the oattle and belon^i to the la«t 
gained, ''but I remember seeing Buch a brand, 
though I would have giueo it a different nam«. 
Yea, como to think, I *m sun^ L saw it, and I *1J teTl 
yod where: yeeterdaj morning when I rode out to 
throw those drifdng oattle away from our herd, I 
saw that hraud amon^ the Elliaou cattle which had 
stampeded the night before* AVben Straw's out£t 
cut theirs out yeetordny^ they must have left the 
' Window Sash "cattle with ua ; those wore the paap;e 
oattle which stampeded hta herd. It looked to me 
a little bbtohed, but if I *d been called on to name 
tC, 1 'd ciillod it a thief's brand. If these gentle- 
men claim them, though, it'll only take a minute 
to uut them ouL*' 
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^Tbi«outiit needn't j^tperaonnl ancl ^\d^ out 
their ioBultfi/' rGtorted the claimant of the'* Wiudo^v 
Sash '* hr&nd, '' for I *11 claim my own if t!i«re were 
a huodred of you. And you cad depend that any 
aniiaal I claini^ I 'U take, if I have to go hnek to 
the ranch and hriiig twenty aiea to help nift di) it." 

** You won*t need anj help to get all th^tt *a com- 
ing to you/* replied our foreiuau, as he mouuted 
his horse* *' LeC'a throw the h^rd together, hoya^ 
and cut tbeso * Window Saab ' oattle out, Wcdon't 
want any csattlo in our herd that stampede on an 
open ran^ at midnight i they muBt eertainly bo 
terrible wild/' 

Afl we rode out together, our tra,il cuttera dropped 
behind and kept a respeetable distance from the 
Ii^rd wliile we threw the cattle together. When 
tbe herd had closed to tlie r^jtijred oonipafltnflas, 
Flood oalled our trail OLitterii up and sald^ '* Now, 
ineo, eEtch one of you can take one of my outfit 
With joa and iuBpect this he^d to your satia faction. 
If you seo anything there yon olaim, we'll out it 
ont foryoii,hiitdoa'tattempt to out anything your- 
&alvea." 

We rode in hy pabs, a man of ours with each 
stranger, and after riding leisurely through the 
herd for half an hour» <!ut out tbree head In the 
blotched brand called llie " AVindow Sn,Jih.** Before 
leaving the herd, one of the strangers laid olaini to 
a red cow, but Fox Quaitcmight refufied to cut the 
animah 
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When tbe pair todo out tho BtraDgor accosted 
flood. "1 notice n cow of mine in thero,'* saifJ ho, 
*fiot in yotir road bmrnl, which I claim. Your 
man here refuses to out her for me, so I appeal to 

" What 'a her brand, Foi ? " a>ike*T Flooil, 
" She 'b a * Q ' cow, hiit the colonel hcjre Lhink* it 's 
on '0/ I happen to know the cow and the bra;Kl 
both ; ahe came into the herd four hundred inilea 
Muth of hero while we were wotcring tho herd in 
the Nuooes River, Tho ' Q * ib & little dim, but it *a 
plenty plain to hold h&jr for the present.'^ 

" If she *fl a * <J ' cow I have no claim on her," 
ptoleBted the stranger, " but if the bratid ifl sm * O/ 
then I ahiiru her as a str^j from our range^ and I 
don't care if nhe came into your henj when ynn 
Trere watencig iu the Sati Fernando River m Old 
Mexico, 1*11 olaim her juet the aame. I 'lu giving 
ta aflk you to thi-ow her." 

"I'll throw her for you." coolly replied Fox^ 
"and bet you ray saddle and aii-ahootor on iht>sid6 
that it is u't on * 0/ aud even i£ it was, you and all 
tho thieves on the Concho can't take her. I know 
a few of the siuiple prineipIoB of rustling myself. 
Do you want her thrown ? " 

"That's what T asked for." 

"Tlirow her, then," said Flood, "aiid don't lefi 
parley." 

Fox rodtt Lack intolhu herd, and after somelittin 
deUyi located the cow and worked her out to the 
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6dge of the cattlo- Di^ppin^ hK rope, he out ber 
out dear of the berdf ftud as obe oifolvd around id 
an endeavor to r«ent«^^ he rode clofle and m&de an 
uft^j GBfit of the rope uliout her horns. Ah he ihrew 
bb hone back to ohoclt the cow, I rode U:> UU as- 
aiHtanoe, my rope in baud, and as tlio cow luined 
ei:id», i heeled her- A number of the outfit ri~Klo 
up and dismounted, and one of the boys taking her 
by the tail, we threw the animal as humanely as 
posaibto. lu order to got at tlio brand, whioh was 
on the sida, we turned the cow over, when Flood 
took out hiB knife and out tbe hair away, leavi:Lg 
the brnnd easily ti-Aceftble. 

" What IB she, Jim ? *' tiii[uired Fox, as he »iat 
bia borse holding tbe rope taut- 

" 1 *i) let this tnan who claima her artswer that 
qneatioD," replied Flood, as her clamant critioHily 
ejtaoiined the brand to hia aatisfaction. 

** 1 elaini her as an ' O ' cow," said the stranger, 
foeing Flood. 

'* Well, you claim wore than you ^11 ever g^it,*' 
replied our foreman. "Tuni her loose, boys." 

The oow was freed and tui-ned back into the 
herd, but the claimant tried to argue the matter 
with Flood, elaimitig tlio branding it\>n bsu) simply 
Hlip[jed, giving it the uppeai'JiUQe of a *' Q ^' iiisteiid 
of an " O^' as it was intendud to be. Our foreman 
paid little attention to tbe stranger, hut when hia 
persistence became annoying chocked biB argument 
by saying, — 
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^' My CbrJ^tiAti frieti4, there's no use arguiiij; 
thU matter. You askod to hsLvn tbe cow thrown, 
linci wc throw bor. You mi^lit ue w«sU try to toU 
mo tluil the oow ta white m Co claim b«r in any 
othar brand than a ' Q/ You may read brauda us 
w*ll na I do, but you're wastiTig time argiiitig 
igaiost- the {a.cU. You 'J better Utka your • Wltfc- 
dow Sash ' o^ttle and tIcIg oji, for yon 'tb cut ail 
yon V? going to cut here to-day. But before youl 
gd, fur f^r I may never nee you agjiin, I '11 take 
thifl onouiion to aay Uiat I tbink you're common 
Oow thieveSi" 

hy hia straight talk^ our foreman stood aeTOiul 
inoh^a liigher in our ^stinitition fia we aat our 
boraoSf f^riaaiag iLt the di&ccmtituro of tho trftil 
euttertf, while a doxer; flix-shootcrs ulottcbed Ian- 
giaidly at our hipa to ^ive ^oipha^U to bis worda. 

^ Before goiog, I 'D Utk^ this c>ooaaion to itay to 
yrm that you will see rae agnin," j^pli^d th«i lender, 
riding up and oonfr<>uting FIckxL *' Y«ti hnvi^ii't 
gfut tt&Av euotigh (lien to \AaS ma. Aa to oalling 
mn a cow tbiof* that's alto^^thnr too eonunon a 
DfrToo to offend any one; and from wliat I can 
ffntb<^T, the niimo would n't mias jou or your outfit 
over a. thiueaod fnilua. Now in taking oiy have, 
I want to leW you that you 11 sen mo before anotbdr 
clay pa8MS. and what 's more, I 'D bring an outfit 
Trtth mo and w* "U <mt your berd ok'an lo your road 
brandy If for no better re^uonA, jnal to l^ani you 
not to bfi » imwlimt." 
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AfiffT IiJinging up thiB tlireitt* Flood sAid to litm 
he Ciimetl to ride 8way, ** Well, now, my ytiung 
friend, yon 're liargaiuing for ii wliolo lot of fiiD. 
I notice you cany a guii find q^uite uatutallj Aup- 
poflc you ahofrt a littla as occoaion requh-ea. Sup- 
pofic when you and y<i«r outfit como back, you ooue 
Q-shootiag, BO we'll know who you are; for 1*11 
prouiiB^you tL^re 's liable to be fiome powdor burnt 
whdD you cut tbU herd," 

Amid j^er« of derision from oar outfit, the trail 
cntterB drove off f-lieir t.hrfie lonc^ly " Window Saab " 
aattle- V^v Imd gained thw point we wanbeil. and 
now in cnse of any trouble, during iD^ectiuD or at 
night, we had the river behind ub to C'Uti.-h our 
herd. We paid Httlo attention to tho threat of 
our diRappoint<>d callers, but sevoral times Straw's 
rcTiiarire a» to the cbtimcter of the rcaidents of those 
hills to the westward rseurred to my mind. 1 wns 
young, biitttn<>w enoiiph, instead of asldnj^ foolish 
qtiestions, lo keep mum, though my eyes and ears 
drank in everything. Before we had been on th© 
trail over h-u hour« we met two men riding down 
tho tr»il towm'ilH the river. Meeting us, lliey trn-ned 
and rode along with our foreman, pome diaiiLTteo 
apart from the herd, for nearly an honr, and cu- 
rioeity ran ftctly niopng us boys around the herd 
aa to who they might be< Finally Flood rod^ for- 
ward to the point niGn and guve the order to throw 
off the tndl and make a ahoit drive that aftemoou. 
Then in company with the two fitrangera, he rode 
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forward to overtake our ^agoa, and we aaw notKiag 
mora of btoi luatU wa reacbed camp that eveniag;* 
This much, however, our point man waa able fco get 
from our foreman : that tho two mon woro mem- 
bers of a detachment of Hangers who had been seat 
ftB a result of iuformaiion giveo by tbe first herd 
over the trail tliat year^ Thi» herd, which bad 
paa^eil boido twenty days ah^ad of us, had met with 
astiimpedji; below tha river, ami on rvaiihiDg AbU 
leuft had reported the presence uf iiiBtlera pibjiag 
on tlii'ough hercia at tbe crossiug of the Colonulo. 

On reaching can^p that evening with tho herd,l 
we found ten of the Kacger^ as our gueata fori 
iha night. The detaobmciit waa undi^r a uorporal 
named Joo Hamoa, who had detailed the two men 
we had met during the afternoon to Eoout this croBft^ 
m^. Upon the in form a lion afforded by our fore- 
man about the would-be trail cutters, these scouts, 
a.f',:;o[u|iaTiied by Floods had turned back to advifta 
the Ratjgur aquu-d, encamped in a secluded spot 
about ten milea oorthoar^t of tho Colorado crosaing. 
Th«y bad only airived l^ta the day before, and this 
wa^ their fii^t meeting with any trail heid to aecurd 
any detiuite information. 

Hfimce at onoe assumed charge of the herd* 
Flood gladly renderiog cvoz'y aesistance poe^'^ihle. 
We nigbt herded aa u«nal, but during th^ two 
middte guard^^, Hames sent out four of his Raugara 
to wont tb<^ iMimniliate outlying country, though, 
» WB expei^t^rd, Lhi:-) met with no adTenttire. At 





r^ 



98 niE LOa OP A COWBOY 

daybreftk tbe Rangers threw thi^Tr pucks into onr 
wagon and their lixise Atotk ioio our Te/riuda, uid 

riding up the trail a mile ur more, left us, keeping 
well oat of sight. We were all hopeful now tlmt 
thft trail cuttart o£ the day before would make good 
their word and return. In tbia hope wc killed titae 
for aevorai houra tlmt morning, grazing the ciitllo 
and liolding tho wagon in thij rear. SeDtHng tbe 
wagon ah^ad of tbe herd ha4 been agreed on as 
the Mignal between our foreraiin and the Haiig;flr 
corporal, at first aigbt of any posse behind m. We 
were beginning tu dei^pair nf their corning, when 
a dust i^loEid appeared w?vera1 miles batik down tlia 
trail. We at ouue hurried the wagou stud reinvda 
ahead to warn the Rangei'B« and allowed the cattle 
to fltrmg oat nearly a mile in length. 

A fortnuate riae in the trail gare us a glimpse 
of the cayalcadc tn our rear, which was entirely 
too largo to be any portion of Straw's ontBt; and 
shortly we were overtaken by our trail cntteraof tli© 
day before, now inei'eased to twenty-two mounted 
men, Flood wag TntGntionBHy in the lead of the 
bei-il, rLtid the (^ntire outfit galloped forward to stop 
tliQ cattle. When they had nearly readied the lead. 
Flood turued back and met the rustlerfi. 

'* Well* I *m as good aa my word," said the leader. 
*^ and I 'tn here to trim your herdaa I promiaed you 
I wottid. Throw off and hold upyour cattle, or I'll 
do it for you." 

Several of our ont£t rode up at this juncture in 
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tirno to hear FIot>d*3 reply : " If you think yau 're 
<qua,[ to tbo oocasJoD, hold tbem up yourself. If 
I bad QA big nn outfit aa jou ha,ve^ 1 would n't ask 
fttiy miui tc help nio, I want to w&tcb & Colorado 
River outfit work a herd, — I might lf?:Lrn aome- 
thing. My outfit will t^e a reatf or perhaps hi>M 
the unt or otUerwtsa clerk for you. But bo oare- 
ful and don't elaiui auj^thiug that you ai-e uot cer- 
tain It yoiir own, for I reserve the right to look 
<»ver your cot btifore you drive it away/' 

The niatlcrs roUe in a body to the lead, atid wbon 
tbey had thrown the herd ofE the trail, about half 
ef them rode back and drifted forward the raar 
^itld. Flood called our outfit to oue side amtg^ve 
m our instniotions, the herd heing entirely turned 
over tT> tbe niatlurn. AlUv tbey began Hutting, 
we rode aroimd a,nd pretended tu aHf^int in holding 
the out as the AtiajB in our berd wwre being cut 
«at. When the red *■' Q " cow came out. Fox cut 
her b;;ck. which n«arly precipitated a row, for she 
waa promptly recut to tho etraya by the man who 
cUirnod licr tbe day before. Not a man of ub even 
«aBt a glance up the trails, or in tbe direction of thd 
Rangers; buC whtn tbe work was over, Flood pro- 
tested witli the leader of the rustlara over some flva 
Off ftix bead of dim-branded cattle which actually 
belonged to our Leril. But he was emltant and 
would listen to no proteste, and attempted to drive 
ftway tbb cut, now uuniberiug nearly Rfty head. 
Tbeu we rode across their frout and stopped them. 
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In ibe parley wliJch ensued, harah words were pasn- 
ing, when one o£ our outtlt blurted out m well 
feigned surpnae, — 

" Hello, wLo 's tLat, caatlug over tbere ? " 

A »([|Uftil of men were riding It^isurelj tlirougli 
oni" abandoned herd, cotning over to where the 
two outlitB nere disputiug> 

''Whttt'a the trouble here, gents?" inquired 
HrLUiee flfi be rode up. 

** Wbo ard you and what might he year bnsmeeSi 
may I ask 7 " inquii-ed tbe leader of tba rudders. 

*^ P^rBonaUy I 'm nobody, but offioially I 'm Cor- 
poMl in Company B, Texas Rangers — well, if 
there isn't nmiliog Ed WiiiterSf the biggJ^st oattle 
tliief ever horn in Medina County. Why, I 've got 
papers for you : for altering tbe brands on over 
fifty beaJ of ' C * cattle into a ' G ' brand. Come 
here, dear, and give me that gun of yours. Come 
on, imd no false moves or funuy work or 1 '11 shoot 
the white out of your eye. Sui-round this layout, 
lads, and lot's examine tbem inote eloeely." 

At thiaeommand, every man in our outfit whipped 
out liis sijc-shooter, the Rangets leveled their oar- 
binei r)D the rustlers, aud in leaa than a minute'H 
time ihuy wei^e ilittai-med and as cre^tfalleri a group 
of men uh ever walked inti:> a tra}> of their own BoU 
ting. HameB got out a '^ black book/^ and after 
looking ihe crowd over concluded to hold the entire 
covey, aa the descriptjonfl of lht» " wanted *' aecmcd 
to iniiludo mo&t of them. Some of the rustlers 
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attempted to explain their preseGt:^, ' but Hamea 
deoidetJ to hold the entire pai'^, "jiibt to leiim 
them to be more c&reful of their comppa,T tlie next 
tiuiQ," 03 he put it. - - 

Th9 out had drifted away into the heii} i^in 
during the arreHt, adJ about Loli otir outfit tfutk 
the cattle on to where the wagon oamped for noon. 
MeCann had aDtii]iip:;tt>d an extra orowd far di4-, 
nwr and was prepared for the emergency. When 
dinner wan over and the RaiLg^nf hati packeil and 
were readj to leave, Hamea aald to Floods — 

^* Weil, Flood, I 'm powerful glad 1 met yon and 
your outfit. This haa been one of the big:g:eat 
Touad-upa for mo in a long time* Yon don't know 
how proud I am over thb bunch of beauties. Why^ 
there *a liable to be enough rewards out for thu 
crowd to buy my girl a new pair of sbocB. And 
■aj, when your wagon comes into Abilene, if I 
ain*t ther*», ju*t drive around to the aheriff** offioo 
and leave thua^ unptured giiuj4. I *m aorry to loail 
your wagon dovrn tliat nay, but I'm abort oa 
pack mules and it will be a great favor to axe ; 
beaides, these fellons are not liable to need any 
gnus for some little time* 1 like your company 
and your ehuok, Fkrod, but you aeo how it is \ thtt 
bijst of frJi3ti<U must part ; and then I have an 
invitatioD to take dinner la Abilene by to-raorrow 
nooo, 10 X muit be a-riding. AdioSf everybody/' 
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CHAPTER Vm 
I" 

on THE BKAZOa AND WICHTTA 

.-Ab we neared BuSalo Gap a few days later, » 
deputy shori^ cf Taylor County, wLo reaided lit 
the Gapt rodo out and mot tie. Ho brought on 
urgent requGBt froni Haroee to Flood to appear as 
a witness against the rustlerflr who were to be given 
a prelimiaary tri^ at Abilene the following d%j, 
Mnoh as he regretted to leave the herd for even a 
single night, our foreman Anally conNented to go- 
To further his uonveuieuce we made a long even- 
ing drive, caojpiag for the uight well above Buffalo 
Uap, which at that time wan little more than a 
landmark on the trail. Tho next daj we made an 
easj drive and passed Abilene early in the after- 
noon^ where Flood rejc»ined ua, but refueedanyoiic 
permission to go into town, with tbe exo^^ption of 
MeCann with the wagon, which was a matter of 
neeeHsity. It was probably for the best, for this 
cow town ba.rl the repiitntion of setting » pa4;e that 
left the wayfarer piii-aelesa and breatlileas, to say 
nothing about headaohes. Though oar foreman 
had not reached tho«e mature years in life wbeu the 
pleasures and frirolities of dissipatton no longer 
ftHuTCf yet it va& hut natural that he should vrieL 
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hi keep Hi Dieik from the temptn.tion of the cup 
tli3Lt cheera and tlie wilea of Uie aircn, Bat wheu 
Ui« wagon returns:! that evening, it was fiTident 
Ibat our foreman waa human, for with a box of 
cigars wiiich were promiaed us wore several bottles 
of Oia Crow. 

Afler Grossing the Clear Fork of the Br»20ft a 
few days later, we entered a well-watered, op<fn 
oonntry, ihrongh which the herd made splendid 
progrpHB. At Ahilftie, we were surprised tc* leitrn 
that our herd waa thn twentieth that had pabHed 
that point. The weaLhi^rso far on our trip had been 
■!Xoe]>tJO]iAlly good ; only a f«w flhowera had faJleUt 
and thoae during the daytirae. But wo were now 
nearing a ooiinlry in which rain waa more fre- 
quont, and the swollen eondition of soveral amall 
*tream& which have thoJr hoodwaters in the Stahod 
Plains wafl an intiiuation to us of recent rains to 
the westward of our route. Before reaching the 
main Bi-azos, wg passed two ether herda of year- 
ling cattle, and were warned of the impaji^nble 
condition of that river for the paal w«i*k. Nothing 
daunted, we made our usual dnve; ard wheu the 
herd camped that night. Flood, after scouting 
ahead to the river, returned with the word that 
the BrozoB had been unforduible for over a week, 
five herds being waterbound. 

As we were then nenrly twenty mileB south of 
tho river, the next morning we threw off the trail 
and turned the herd te the northeast, hoping to 
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strike tlje Bnucos a f«w luik-H ubova Rouml Titolier 
ferry* Ouce Ili6 Ju^rI wju sturttd and tbuir voiirse 
for tLe ilajr uTitllm^tl to uui" point men by definite 
luntlmarks, Flocd atid Quluoe Furrest set out to 
locnte the feny 9tad look up a crofi^ing. Had it 
not btieu for our wagon, we would have kept tho 
tt-atJ, but OS there w&s no ferry en iha Braaoa at 
thv croEsirg of tbo western trciiJ, it waa u quostioii 
eitliet of waiting or of making tlii 6 detour. Theu 
al) the grazing for Boveral miles about the oroKsmg 
was already taken by the waterboimd herds, and 
to omwd np and trvspiirtH on range nlri^axly otTCJUpled 
wonld havu hveu a violutioii of an nnwiitten law. 
Aguiii, uo benl took kbiilly to urioLher atbompting 
to |jaftB them when in trayeHug condition the berda 
were on an equality. Our foieman bad tjoLoeiyed 
the Aohenie of glutting; past these w&terboutid herds, 
if pos»iblo, which would give us a clear iield uudl 
the next lar^e watercourse was reached^ 

Flood and Forrubt relurtiL'd during the noon hour, 
the former having found, by swimming, a pa3H;Lble 
foi'd near tha mouth of Monday Creok, wbile the 
latter reported the ferry in "apple-pie onier.'* No 
aoontfT, then, was dinner over than the wagon aet 
out for thu ferry under Fornii^t as pilot* though wo 
Yrere to return to the herd ouce the ferry waa 
sighted. The mouth of Monday Creek was not 
over ben milea below the regular trail croeaing on 
the Brazos, and much nearer our noou eatnp than 
tku i-ti^uUr one; but the wagon waa eompellcd to 
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muka a di:rect elbow, Si^t tuming to the eRBtv&Fdl, 
then (loiiLJing baoU *fter tiie river va.A erosaatL 
We held the cattle off wat^L' tiuring tbe day, ao 
u tft haii'e tbem thirMty when thsy re3<*hed ih« 
riviT. FlfFod hru] HWttm it during the itiorniug, aird 
nni'iiiid UA to be prepared for fifty or a'aiy jrarda 
of swimming vrnter in uiubbiiig. When within a 
mile, we beJd up the herd and eha.Dged hor&ea, 
erorj mfm picking out one with a teated tibiUty to 
*wim. Thoae of na who were e^peoted to take tho 
wat<!r oa tho hord cntorod the river diveeted our- 
s^vos of boots <iud clothing, which vre intrusted 
to riders in the rear. Tlte nppi-oaeh to crossing 
wfts gradiia], but the opposite, bank was abrupt, 
With only a narrow pasftiigewiiy leadiu^ out fr'om 
the chunnel. As the i.^(tntii]t wan certain to carry 
thiT ewimoinig cattle downi^treRiiL, we must, to ni^ko 
due fillowa,uce. take the wiil^r nearly a hundred 
yurda above the oittlet on the other shore. AH 
thta wa^ plntinetl out in ^vanc^ti by our foremjin, 
who now took the position of point man on tho 
right hand or down the riverside; !knd with our 
saddle herees in the immediate lead, we breasted 
tb6 ftogry Bi'azos. 

The Wiiter was shallow as we entfired, and wa 
reAdhed irea-rly the middle of the riv^r before 
tho loose &nddle horses struck Bwimming wHt<*r. 
liont^ymaii was on their lee, and with the <?attlii 
crowding in their roar, there was no altematiro 
but to swim. A loose horse swims easily, how* 
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ever^ and our remuda re&dily fftoed the current* 
thougli U vas svift euoLigh to carry IIigjil bel^w 
tLti }ia,ssag:evrfty on the opposite aidt^. Uy this 
time the Uad cattle wore adrift, and half a dozen 
of G6 were on thoir lower side, for the fooling 
uatt^^r tho cuthanU was narrow, ruiil should the 
cattle bi^c>dtne oongti«ti3d ou lauding, some wero 
litraly to drown. Fct h quarter of au hour it r&- 
quii'e^l oool h^ads tti keep the trail of cattle moving 
into tha war«r and the pa-^sa^way nlear on the 
opposite landing. WhSlu tlmj vieiv croshiug, the 
herd represented a large lett-er " U/' caused by 
the force of the ouiTeat drifting the cattle down- 
etream, or until a foothold was tKfcured on the 
farther side. Those of ub fortunate euongb t-o 
havo good swimmini^ horses Gwam the river a 
dustm liiDOB, and tbon uftur the herd was safoly 
over, swaiu baok to g&t our oIothiDg. It wse a 
thrUJing experience to us younger tacis of the out- 
fit, nnd rather attractive ; but the elder and tnore 
[experienced tuen always dreaded swimming rivers. 
ITheir reH-Hons were made clear enongli when, a 
fortuight luter, we orusaed Hed ltivei% where a 
newly made grare was pointed ont to ua, araongHt 
otl^ers of men who had lost their lives whik awim- 
ming eattle. 

Once the bulk of tLo cattle were safely over, witU 
no danger of congeBtion on the farther bank, they 
were allowed to loiter alijug nnder the cutbank 
and dnnk to their heaits* ooatent. Qiute a mim- 
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ber stray^ a'bos'o the paflsage^aj, aad is oi'der to 
rout them out, Bob B1ude»i, Mobs Strajhom, and I 
rode out througti the outlet and Tip the river, whem 
vr^ found aome of tbdm in a pa^sagdway down a 
dry arroyn. The ute^^rti Lad found a soft, damp 
pLauo ID thb l>aitk, and wera ho bu^y boruiug the 
wafcy. red imid, that they hardly noticed our ap 
proa«h until we vera withia a rod of them. We 
halted our horaea and watched their antica. The 
kse^liDg cattle wore outting the bank viciously 
with their horns and mattiDg their heads with the 
red mad, but oq dUcoperin^ our preeenoe, they 
eurved their tails and stampeded out aa playfully 
aa young lambs on a hillside. 

" Can ymi aahe where the fun nome* in to a ateer, 
to gut down ou Ilia ktieus iu the mud aud dirt, and 
hnni the bank and mnnii up hi& curia and enjoy it 
like that ? *' inquired Strayhorn of Blades and me. 

" Beoaufte it 's healthy aud funny heaides," replied 
Bob, giving: nte a cautious wink, '^ Did you never 
hear of people taking mud baths? You 've seen 
dogfl €at gKL«fi, have n't you ? Well, it 's aometbing 
on the eame order. Now^, if I wae a student cf the 
nature of animals, like you are. I^d get off my 
horse and imagine 1 had hornH, and soar and other- 
ivii^e Mianglts that mud bank shamefully. I *11 hold 
your horse if you WB,ut to try it — aome o£ the 
vecretfl cl the liumor of cattle might be revealed 
to you.*' 

The banter* though given in jest* was too much 
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for tbia member of a cmfl that eim always bo 
ilej>eti<led on to do foolish things; and wlien we 
rejoined the outfit^ Straj'liorn pr«Koated a sight no 
BftTie man aftve a member of our tribe ever vpould 
haV6 conoeived of, 

Tlie lierd Lad siiatf^red over fwveral thoiiBand 
acres after leaving tho nver, grazing freely, and ao 
remained during the rest of tbe evtruing, Forrest 
chattged horaes and set out down the rirer to Qud 
the w&goa and )>ilot It la, for with the long; diaiiLned 
that MoCanti had to cover, it vtas n question if ho 
would roach its before dfirk. Flood scjecl^jd a bed 
ground and camp about a mile out from tho rivcr^ 
aod those of tho outfit not on herd dragged up 
an abundaoco of wood for the night, and built a 
roaring fire as a bi-ai»>:i U> our abst^nt eomitiiasary. 
Darkness soon settled over oamp, and the proa|>eQt 
of a supper1e[4B niglit wan confi^nting us; tho f)rst 
guard bad taken the berd, aud yet there wa» no 
Bign of the wagou. Several of us youngsters tben 
mounted our ntglit ikoj-sos and rodo down tbe rirer 
a mile or over in the hope of meeting McOann. 
We came to a steep honk, oniieed by the shifting 
of tlie first bottom of the river aoross to the north 
bank, rode up this bluff aomo little di5tanGe> dis- 
monnted, and ^red several shots; then with our ears 
to the earUi patiently awaited a respoiif^e. It did 
not come, and wo rode bat-k again, ^'HeirB 6rB and 
little fiahes ! ^* said Joe Stallings. as we clambered 
into our saddles to retom, "it's not supper or 
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brcAkfont that *a troubling me. but nill vr ^t taty 
jtnoet to-morrow ? That 'a ft moro progu&ut que&> 

It TDttfit hard been aft^r midDip^tt whoo I waA 
a\fnk&ned by the brajing of mules and the rat- 
tle of the wagon, to h^ar the voices of Forreat aud 
McCa^nn, mingled with the rattl« of chaina a« they 
tiDlinriiesiied, uoiitfi^riiiiiiig ti> i-teni&I perditiou the 
broUen country on Qia north eide of the Brazon, 
botween Round Timber fen'y oi&d the mouth uf 
Monday Creek. 

'*! tHuk that when the Almighty made this 
country on the uoHh aide of the IJrQBoe," aiiid Mo- 
Canti the next lueruia^ M breakfast, " tlie Creator 
muAt have gfovm cordese or elae made it out of 
odde and ende. There's jufit a hundred and oue 
of thene dry arroyos that you can't see until you 
are right onto them. They would n*t bother & man 
an horstibuck, but with a lofcded itagoti it *s diifer- 
eut. Aud I *U pi'omiBe you all right now Uiat if 
Fcirrfff-t hadn't come out and piloted me in, you 
might have tigbtenml up your beltv for brt^kfant 
and diank out of cow traok» and smoked cig:arcttes 
f^ DOunebKieDt- Well, it'll do jou Kood; thii 
hi^ livinj; wftt liable to epeil some of yon, but I 
notice that you aru ail on your feed this morning. 
Ttie block 4tmp? Hi>noynian, get that molanAcg 
JQ^ out of ibe wo^n — it »Iti right in front of the 
<fburk hex. It doea me good to see this out£l*4 
tutve onoe more going book to the good old staples 
of life." 
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We maid« cur uftniU early start, keeping veil oof. 
from tbe river on a ccrnr^e fllinost due tiorthwiird. 
The next rivttr on our way was the Wkhita^ still 
8ev4^rul ^Ays' drive from the mouth of ISloiidsiy 
Creek. Flood's tnteEition was to pa^aUel the old 
tt^il until near the river, whi:n, if its atage n£ water 
waa not fordable, we would ugaiu aeek a lower croaa- 
iQg Id tbo hope of avoiding auy waterbound herds 
on that watoroourso. The second day out from tlio 
Brazos it raned heavily during the day and driz- 
zled during the entire night. Not a hoof would 
bed down^ requiHng the guards to be donblefl iuto 
two wat<*hes for the night. The neKt morning, ss 
waa ti»Lial when off the tniil, Flood scouted m ad- 
vauue, »nd neiir the middle of the ufUiruoou's drive 
we came into the old trail- The weather in the 
mean time had faired off, which revived life and 
spirit in the outttt, for in trail work there is no- 
thing thnt dcpi'caBea the spirits of men like falling 
waathcr. On coming iuto tho trail, ww noticed that 
no h-^rds had passed since the rain began. Shortly 
aiterward our rear guard was overtaken by a ho['Ba* 
man who belonged to a mixed herd which was en- 
campe^I some four or five miks below the point 
where we came into the old trail. I!e repuitt^d tlie 
T\^ichita as Lav!u|^ he^u unfordahle for the past 
week, but at that time falliug ; and said that if tbe 
rain of the past few days had not extended as far 
west as the Btaked FUiAa, the river would bo fonit 
able in a day or two. 
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Boforo the BtraDg:dr hit na. Flood returnoLj and 
oontirtnc^ tliia iDfomaalion, ftnd reported furtJiur 
thaC tliere wer© two herds ly^^ff over it the Wichitd 
ft>i"d *Kpe<?tiug to i^i'cfis the foUowing day. With 
th:» outl(M>k, we graced oiu* herd up to within five 
niiW of the river and L-amped fur th« nigbt, and 
our visitor returned U} hi»i outfit with FU^id'ft rtv 
port of oar exjiectatioii of cros&iDg on the morrow. 
But wit^ thd f^ir weather and the proapmrts of an 
oasy nig1it> we encampL-d cntirclj' too close to iKo 
truilt aj> we ejcponwiood tt> our ftorrow. I'he )£rax- 
ing wnn good ovoi^vrhere, the recent rtiinn hELring 
wufihud uway Uiu diist, ntid w« aliould have caiuped 
farthor away. Wo were all sl^opy that night, und 
iu> AOc^iiLT waJ supper over th&n every motlier^s son 
of us W£L« in hia bhmkdti. We slept %o soundly 
that the gunrda were conijH^llMl to disDKitinb when 
caviling tUij relief, and iiliake l<be next gii>inb cm 
duty out of thair ^lumber aud 8ee that tLuy got up. 
for men would unooDAciously answer ia their slanp, 
Tho cattle were JikewUe titled, and «lept aa will-' 
iugly a« tho nitn. 

AJbuut midui^hti howovcr, Fox Quartcrni^ht 
hod into camp, 6riug bi£ six-shooter and yelling 
like & d«iMon, We tumbled out of our blankets in 
A daxvd condition to bear that one of tlie herda 
oampetl near the river bad stampeded, the he&vy 
ruinbliug »f th(t nmrLing hnn! and t1t« iduHiting nf 
thmr uutliL ujw bcluj; dlbtiiEclly audible. We luflt 
Qo taiDo getting our hornrii, aud in lew than a mio- 
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ute vrere rilling for our L'^ttli^, wliitsh Lztd already 
got tip Bud were timidly UsfAniiig to the apprtmf^- 
v\g noise- Altliougli we were a yood quarter inile 
from the trAil, before we ooitld drift our herd to a 
point of Buft^tj^ tl]i3 flt&mpedin^ cattle ewe pt down 
the trail like a o;y-clon« and our herd was abaorbed 
into the maeUtrotn of the ouruab like leaves lu a 
whirlwind. It was then that our long-le^ed Mexi- 
can Steele ^et xn a paee that required a good horse 
tt> equals fur they easily took the lend, the other 
berd huviug ruD heLweeu three and four luileH b& 
fore strikiug ua, nud being already well winded. 
The other herd were Central Texas cattle, aad 
cumbered over thirty<tive hundred, but in rnniiEng 
oapncity were never any match for ours. 

Before they hiid run a. mile paat out- Cflmp, oux 
cntBt, bunched well togother on the loft point, made 
che first effort to throw them out and off the trail, 
and try to turn them. But the waves of an angry 
ocenn could n^ easily have been brriughl under Bub< 
jection as our terrorizeil herd during this first iii;ul 
djuhi Onee we lurned a few hu)idied of the leail- 
erB, and about the time we thought sucoesH was m 
reach, another contingent of double the iinmber had 
tehen the lead ; then we had to abandon what few 
we had, And again ridu to the front. ^'^Iien we 
reached the lead, thore. within half a mile ahead, 
bumf>d the camp-fire of the herd of mised cattle 
which bad moved up the trail that evening. Tbey 
had had ample warning of impending trouble, juBt 
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fta we hwA.; nud before the mtming cattle reached 
them about hiilf a duxeu of their uutRt rudu to i>ur 
iisaUtauce, when we made another effL>rt to turo or 
holil the het^£t from mbdng< None o£ the outfit 
of the tirat he^d had. kept lu thtj lead with us, their 
horsea faggiDg, ^nd when the foreman of this i&iaced 
herd met us^ not knowing that we fferc ab intkocoQt 
of tlie trouble aa himself, he ma^le Hooie Blighting 
retnai^ks about our outfit and cattle. But it was no 
chiie to be sDnsitii^e, and with hU outfit to help we 
threw our wholo weight agui^iat the left point X 
MfiGotid time^ but only tmimd a few hiindreil; attd 
liefiire we (tould g^t into the leail again theii' cu-m^v 
ike lia<l b«e:i pa»fied mid tijelr herd of over three 
thotiaand cattle moi-e were in the lun. Aa cowa 
and cilIvcs predotuinated in this mixed herd, oar 
own aouthcruora were still IcAdcra in the atampedc* 
It is queatianable if w& would have turned tlus 
Atainpodti before daybreak, had not the naturi^ of 
the country come to our a^siBtance. Something 
orer two miles below the camp of the last herd waa 
a deep cifjek, the banks of wlduli were steep and 
tlie j)!iM>i:tgeM f^w iiiid narrow. Here we siicoeeiled 
in turning the leadera, ^iud about half the onbfit of 
the mixed her<l remained, gufirding the i^rosfiing 
&ud turning the laggings cattle in the run ns they 
eauie up. With the leaders onoe Inrnod and no 
ohauce for the otlior^ to take a new Iciul, wo bad 
the entire niu of oattle turned bjkck within an hour 
and safely under controL The first outfit joined us 
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during the interim, and vheu day broke we had 
over (oTiy men drifting abuut tea tliousaitd cattlo 
back up the trail. Tbe different oattits were nn- 
fortunatdly at loggerheads, no one bijing willing to 
aaaume any bUine, Flood buuted np the foreman 
of the mtxed herd and demanded an apology for 
hia reoiiirks on our abrupt meeting vith hiin the 
riiglit l>efcire; aud wliile it wus granted, it was |ilain 
tbttt it waa bugrudged. The first herd dim:laljnvd 
all responsibility, holding that tho stampede was 
du« to au unavoidable accident, thuir cattle hav- 
ing grown restleaa during theit enforeed lay-over. 
The tndiHerent attitude of tht^ir forcinau, ^vhoae 
Dflme wae Wilson, won the friendly re^jni^ of oar 
outfit, and before the wagon of iho miied csttla 
was reached, there wfls a eompaet, a.t lea^l ta.cit, 
between their outfit and oura. Our forcniati waa 
not MamelesB, for had wfi taken the usual pre- 
crititioa and i^ampwd at leiist a mile off the trail, 
vrhleh wafi our cuiitum when in e\oie proximity to 
other herda^ we might and probably would have 
DiiJ^eed thta tnix-up, fot our herd was inclined to be 
very tractabien Flood, with all his experience^ well 
knew that if stampoded cattle ever got into a 
known trail, they were oertain to turn backward 
over their course ; and we were now paying tha 
fiddler for laak of proper precaution. 

Within an hour after daybreak, and before tba 
cattle had reatjlieil the namp of the mixed herd, 
oui saddle boraea wei-u sighted coming over a blight 
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<liV]do abont two milea up the trail, and a minute 
lutor MuCiUiu'a fuuleB horo in etgLt, bringing; tip 
thd rear. Thay b&d tnado a start with the firat 
dawn^ rigbtly Te&Bonmg, ^a there w^s no time to 
leave orders on oar dapiirtnre, thitt tt n^s advisable 
for Mahomet to ^ to the mountain. Flood ctompli- 
mented our cook and horH4> wraugkr ou tLeir Fore- 
eight, for the wagon wzlh our hose of suateuanue; 
and tlkO]^ was little lom of time before Barnejr 
McCaun waa calling ua to a hasttlj prepared break' 
fast- Flood asked Wilaon to bring bia outfit to 
oiir wa^on for breakfaEt* and as fast aa the^ wero 
relieved from herd, tbi>^ also did ample justice to 
McCann's cooking. Duiiug breakfast^ I reniuniber 
Wilson explaining to Flood what h« believed waa 
thtt oanBe of the Htampedt^. Tt EPema tdat there 
were a few remaining hiiiTalo ranging north of the 
Wicliit^ aud at night when tbey oaue rata the 
river to drink thuy Lad sceot^rd thu cattle on the 
south side. The bellowing of buffalo bulla bad 
been diatincblj heard by hia men on mght berd for 
AeT«ral nights post. Tho foreman atate<l tt aa hia 
belief that a numbor of biklls had swuvn the river 
and bad by atealth approached near the sleeping 
cattle, — then, on discovering the presence of the 
berderSf had theniflelvea stampeded, throwing his 
bonl iJito a panti?- 

Wo had got a obange of mounts dimug the 
bi^aHafit hour, and when all waa ready Flood and 
Wilaou rode over to tbo wagon of the mijced herd. 
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tie iwo outiitB following, when Flood inquired of 
tk«ir Ft>remaii, — 

■* Have yon any anggGBtiOM to infllte in the cut- 
ting of ih&m heitls?" 

*' Ko snggefttious," was tbe reply, *' bnt I intend 
to cut mmd first and cut them nortiivard on tbe 
trail/' 

" You intend to cat them northwan], you mean, 
provided there toe no objoctions, whicli I 'm pofil* 
tive there will he*' s&id Flood. *' It takoa me 
Bcme little time to mz& & mun up, and the more I 
Bee of you during our brief ftoquaintanoa, the mote 
I think there 'a two or three things that you might 
]e»m to your mlviiiilage. I *I1 not eniuDerate them 
now, but when these herds aJ« separateil, if you 
iDsi^t, it will cost you nothing but the asltiug for 
my (Trillion of you. This much you can depend on: 
vben the cattdng 's over^ you '11 occupy the same 
position on tbo trail that you did before thia acci- 
dent happened. Wilson, hero, has nothing but 
jvidcd horsefi^and hia out6t will hold the hord while 
you]<9 and mine cut their cattle. And instead of 
you outting north, you can either cut south where 
you belong on the trail or sulk in your uamp, your 
own will and pleasure to ^ivern. But if you ai^e a 
cowuiau, williug to do yoar part, you 'U have your 
outfit ready to work by the timo we tlirow the cat^ 
tie together/' 

Nut waiting for any reply, Flogd turned away, 
and the double outfit ciruled around the grazing 
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lierd and began tlirowmg tL« aeft oE cattle lato a 
com pout budy reaily to work. Hod Wheat and 
Ash lioTT»>wetone wei-e detailed to hold our cut* 
uad tbo remainder oi u»^ inoiuJing HoneymEit), eo- 
tcrcd the herd and began outtiugi SboAly after 
we hud eoinmuneed the work, tlie mixed outfit, find- 
ing tbemsel^ea in a lonesome minority, joined us 
and began eutting out their eattle to the westward. 
Wlien we had worked about half an hour, I<1ood 
rallei! us out, and witli tlia larger portion of Wil* 
flon'e meii, we lode over and drifted the mixed cat 
around to the aonthward, where they belonged* 
The mixed outfit pretended tbey meant no haTm, 
and were j^olitely informed that if tbej were mn* 
core, tbey couM ehow it more plainly. For nearly 
throe hours we sent a steady stream of cattle out 
of the main herd into our cut, while our horses 
dnpped with awe&t. With our advantage in tho 
stftrt, OS well as that of bariDg the smallest herd, 
WI1 fltiirthed our work first. While the mixed outfit 
were fiuidbing their cutting, we ohang«d mounta^ 
and then were ready to work tho separate herds. 
Wibon took about half his outfit, and after giving 
our herd a trimming, during whiob ha reout about 
tweoty^ tho mixed outfit woi-o given a similar 
ehant^e, and found about h^ a doacn of their 
braoci- These cattls of WUnon's and the other 
herd amongst oura were not to bo wondt^rod at, for 
we cut by a liberal mle- Often we would find a 
number of ours on the ontaide of the m^n herd. 



118 THE LOG OF A COWBOT 

v/heE two men would cut the Ai|ua(l in » bunoli, 
atul if ibere wjui a wrong branJ aiui>iig8t them, it 
voB HD iiintter, — we Ituew our herd vroLiId liave to 
be letrinamed anyhow, and the other outfiu might 
be disappointed if they fojud none of their cattJe 
Oiitotigst oura. 

The tnixed ontHt were yet working ovir herd 
wheu WiUoD^s wagou find saddle heroes arrived, 
&Tid while they were <^ban^ng mounts, we out the 
mixed herd of mir brau*l and picked up a mimher 
of atra.ya which wb had lieen uurKitig along, though 
when we first entered the nmin hord» Htrays had re- 
ceivetl our Btteutiou, heiug well kiiowii to us by 
ranuh bra^nds as w«U as Beah tuarks. In gathering 
tip this very ualur&l flotaam of tlie trail, we cut no- H 

thing hut whatour herd had absorbed in its travelfl, 
showing duo regard to a similar rigbt of the other 
herds. Our work was finished Ural, and aftur Wil- 
son had reeut the mijted herd, we gave his herd one 
more looking over in a farcweU patting. Flood 
asked him if he wanteil the lead, iint Wilson waived 
hiB right iti his ij|M!n. frank manner, saying, *']f I 
haxl a4 long-legged eattle as yon have, I woidvl n't 
ask no mau for the privilege of passing. Why, you 
ought to outrtraTel horsea. I *m glad to have met 
you and your outfit, peraoQally, but re^et the inci- 
dent whioh has givea you so much troublo. As I 
don't expeot to go farther than Dodge or Ogalalla 
ut the most^ yon are more than welcome to the lead. 
And if you or auy of these raBoala in your outfit are 
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ever in C^ryyll County, hunt up Frank WUson of 
tile BIfK-k B^r- Raijj^li, Ktn\ I *l] promise you a druik 
of utUk or sunietliiug airoDges if possiLlfi.^^ 

We crossed tlw Wictita lat^ tLat afternoon, there 
being; not over fifty fuct of awimming water for the 
^Otittld* Our wii^ou fc^re ua tho only trouble, for 
the !o(id ooulJ not woU be lightoneci» and it was an 
imperativotieoeesity tooroesit the eame day- Onea 
tbe cattle were safely over and a few men left to 
graze t]*em foi^ward, tba remamder of the outfit 
collect^ all the tiyims nnd went ha^k after the 
wagDU- Ah iiluI^s are always uTirellabld in tho 
wnter, Flood concljded to swim them loose. We 
laaheil the wagpn box eecurulj to the gearing with 
ropes, arranged our bedding in the wagon where it 
would be on top, and ran tho wngon by band into 
tho water as f^Lr as we ila.i'cd witbout flooding the 
wftgou box. Two men, witJi guy ropea fore and aft, 
nere then left to awiax with tho wagon in otsler to 
keep it from toppling over, while the remalDder of 
m recrosaed to the farther side of tho iwlinming 
channel, and fastened our lanat« to two long ropt^ 
from the end of the longaeH We took a wrap on 
the pomtuela of our saddles with the loose eud« and 
when the word was given otir eight horsca furnished 
abundant motive power, and tho wj^^n floated 
aoroas, landing high dnd di^ amid the ehoutiiig;a of 
the outlit. 



CHAPTER IX 

It was a nioG open oountry between tlie Wichita 
and Pea*e rivers, Oq readiing tbe latter, we fouad 
ni\ eaiiy stage of wnter for crosHtng, though there 
wa^ eveiy t^vMencH timt the rivei' hafi buBn on a 
TH^nt i'iBe> llie ilijbn« ol a lute fiesLet littering the 
cutbauk, wblk higL^water mark cuuld be eajtily 
uodceil on tlie treea along the liver bottom. Sum- 
mei' hdd advanced until the June Ereshets were to be 
eipocttjd^ and for the next month wo should be for- 
ttmato if our adv£iGce was not oheched by flcrods 
and falling weatlior- Tiio fortunate stage of the 
Pease encouraffed us* however, to hope that poesibly 
Red River, two days' drive ahead, woiild befordabld. 
The day on winch we eTpe(;ted to reach it^ Flood set 
out early to look up the ford whioh )iad then be<?u 
in U86 but a few yearn, and which in later days was 
kDown as Doan'a Croaeiug oei Red River, Our Fore- 
man retnmed before noon &nd reported a favorable 
stflgc of wator for the herd, and a n<^w ferry that 
hail been oatablished for wagona. With this good 
nows, we were determmed to put that river behind 
us in as few hours a» poeetble, for it wag a ooinmon 
Ci^eurrence that a river which was fordable at night 
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waA the> rev^roe by daybreak. MaCoiiin was ^otit 
abead with tho wa^on, but we hold tho anddie 
horaes whh u» to serve s,h le&dera in Utkiiig tbc 
water lit tbe ford. 

The o:ittle were »trung out in tratlifig manner 
Do&rlj II mila, uad ou reocLiog the rivdr near tbe 
middle o£ lh& afternoon, wi; Lcx^k tlie water withont 
s, ludt or oveu a. change of horsea. This boiuid* 
ary river on tlie northern border of Texas waa a 
terror to trail drovers, but on our rcEwhing it, it 
had shn^Uowed down, the i3ow of water following 
oevenJ small vban&ele. One of theae was Bwia- 
ming. With shaHow bars iiktei'Veoitig lietween th€ 
chiLnntls. Bttt the miLJestio grandfiiir of th<» river 
waa apparent on every hand, — with its red, bluiT 
banks, the Aedimout of !tB red waters markiug 
th« timber hlong ita iroiirHH, while the driflwood, 
lodged m trees and high ou the baoka, indicated 
what might be expected when she became sportive 
or angry. That eho waa merciless waa evident, for 
tJtbongh thia erossin^ had been in nee only a year 
er two when wo forded, yet five graves, on<j of 
which waa leaa than ten days made, attet^ted her 
disregard for human life. It ean safely be ssaert«d 
that at thU and lower trail croHsings on Red River» 
the Uvea cjf more trail men were loMt by downing 
than on aU other rivers together. Just lis we were 
ueanug the river, an unknown horaernan from the 
fiouth overtook our herd. It was evident that he 
belonged tosotno thi^ngh heidandw&s lookingout 
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thti cniKsing. He made hiinwH useful by lending 
A liatid wUile our heni was fonling, and lu a brief 

coDverAatioiL vith Floml, nifortiied liiiu tl]H.t be 
was one of the LanJ» with a *' Kuouiug W " berd, 
^vd the natno of Bill Mann as their foretnaiu 
the number of oattio tbey woro driving, and re- 
ported tho herd aa due to roach the river the next 
morning. He wasteil little time with ua, but re- 
crossed the riTer^ returning: to hh herd, while wo 
gr&zed out four or five niil^s and oatnped for the 
flight. 

I tihall never forget the LmpreaBion left tn my 
itDind of thiit fii'»t EDOj'ohig^ after wti crosHod lied 
Eivar into the l^dUn Knda, Tlie country wiw as 
primitive oa Id the fiist day of its creation. Tbe 
trail led up a divide between the 8alt and North 
forks of Rod Hiver> To the eastward of the latter 
stream lay the reservation of the ApachL^Fi, Kiowaa, 
and Conianehes^ the latter haviBg been a tenor 
to the inbahitants of weatern Texas, They «et« a 
warlike tribe, as the reporda of the Texas Rangers 
and government troops will verify, but tlmir last 
effeoitive di-nnsJiig down waa given tliem iu a light 
at Adobe Walls by a party of buffalo hunters whom 
tbej hoped to Borprise. As w^ wormed our way up 
this narrow divide, there waa revealed to us a pane* 
rama of grecn-nwarded plain and timber-fringed 
watoroouvBe, with not a viGiblo evidenuo that it had 
€Ter been invaded by civilized man, save cattieineu 
with their herds, Antelope eama op in bands and 
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gmtified their curiosity as to who these mTsdere 
might be^ while oM eoUtary buflsilo bulls turae4 
inii Ht oTir appmaflli and hiiabered away to points 
of hftfety. Very few herdu had ever passBd uvor 
tbis route, but bufTalo traila leEultng JowostreFun, 
<iecp worn by generalioiiB of travel, wer6 to be seen 
by huncli-eds on every hand. We wcro oot there 
for tt chaagQ of eoertory or for our health, so vre may 
bare overJocked some r>f the be&ntics of the hud- 
eoape. Bat we had a Uoen eye for the things of 
ouv craft. We ooukl see alniost book Co the river, 
and several times that morning noticed clouds of 
dust on the horiiton. Flood noticed them first. 
Aitjir i4ame little time the diiat cloadrt arone elear 
Hud dlHtmet, and vte were satisfied tljat tho '^Unn- 
niLJg W '* herd bad forded and were beJiind ub« not 
more than ttn or twelve miles Away. 

At dinner that noon* Flood s&id he had a notion 
to go buck and pay Mann a. viait, " Why, I 'v6 
not Been 'Little-foot' Bill Mann," said onr fore- 
man, as he h^^lped himaalf to a third piece of ^^ fried 
chioken" (bacon)^ "sinoe w© separated two years 
Ugo up at O^alla on the Platte. I 'd jn^t tike 
the best in the world to drop hmk and sleop in 
hiB blankets one night and complain of his clinL-k. 
Then I \l like to tell lum how we had pit^Hetl them, 
«tarting ten daya^ drive farther south. He must 
have been amongst those herds laying over on th« 

^ Why don't you go, then ? " Hiud Fox Quoitor- 
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nighL " Half Uii- iiutJlt (<fiiiU] luiM iKk ^TALlttt ikjw 
with the gTW» fmi\ water we *re in nt present." 

*' I 'II go you one for luck," aniJ our forsnian* 
*^ Wrangkr, nistlo in jo\\t horses tbo mimite 
yon 'rt throu^ eating. I 'm going visiting," 

Wo all knew \vbat horse ha wculd ride, an*! wiien 
bo dropped Lla rope on '* Alozanito,'* ho had not only 
picked hi» own mount of twelve, bnt fJie top hoi-ad 
of the entire remwla^ — a ch^tnut sorrel, 0ftoun 
bunds and An inch in heigkr*, that drew bis flrnt 
braatb on th« prairieftof Ti^xas. N" man who Kftt 
him once could ever foi-get liim. Now, wlit^n the 
trail IB a lost oocu]>:it!oii, and I'overJe aud reiuLuio- 
cenct cairy the inioil back to that day, tlieio are 
friends and faces that may bo forgctten^ bnt there 
are horsea that never will bo. There were emei^ 
genoies in which the horse was everything, hie rider 
tnerdly the acceflflory. Bat together, man and horse, 
they ware the force tlmt made it possible to move 
the millions of cattle which passed up and over the 
votioufi trails of the W«st. 

When wo had Ciinghfc ovir liorAoe for tlie afternoon, 
and Floud Lad saddled and vraa ready to start, he 
said to OS, *^ Von fellows just mosey along up the 
trail. 1 *11 not be gooQ long, but when 1 get hack 
1 shall eipaot to find overytliin^ running smooth. 
An outfit that oan^t run iuelf without a boss ought 
to stay at homo and do the milking. So long, fel- 
lows!" 

The country was well watered, and when wn 
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Tounded the cnttle into the bed ^*romict that tiight,| 
they were jiotualij tiufFcriQg from stamaehs gor^dl 
tvith grass tutd water. They went down nsd to 
»leep like tired ehildren ; one man eoiild lia^e held 
them that nightv Wt; all folt good, and McCann 
got up an extra spread for supper. We even hiid 
dri^d apples For dei^sert. McCatin had talked the 
gEureke«per ;it D[>dji*a, where we got otir la^t sup- 
plies, out of 50016 extrjiH a» Vipclon. Among tlieta 
wias a. can of jnm. He aprung this on os as a eur- 
prise. Bob Bl^doa toyed with the oinpty can in 
nkingled admiration and disgust over a picture on 
the paper label. It was a auppor soeoe, every fig- 
ure wearing full dress. '* Now, that's Genei-al 
Grant," Bsid he, pointiug with bts fingwr, "aacl 
this is T«m Of^biltree. I can't quite make out this 
Other duek, but I reckon he 's wime big auger — a 
ftenaCoT or gnvemnr, maybe. Tliein old girU have 
^it their gail with them. That style of dre«i» ia 
wliat you call h and hehotd. The whole pasAtl 
ought to be asl^amed- And they seem to tie enjoy- 
ing them selves* too/' 

Though it waa a lovely sfimmer tki^ht, we had n 
fire, and aoppor over, the convei'sation r^inged wide 
and free. As the wagon on the trail is home, nat- 
uralJy tho f^re U the hearthstone, so we gathered 
and lounged uround it. 

'^Tha uoly way to enjoy auch a fine night as 
lliis/^ reoiai'ked Abh, "is to ait up smoking until 
I'ou EeJI asleep with your boots od. Between too 
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mvvh sleep uid ju«t enou^b, thon'a ft l^ppj 
maliiim wliiolt suila izie." 

"Officer/' lijquirvd ^^'^Jatt Ronndtr^ tmling 
into the co&verrsitioD very iiuiocentlj, ''^wLj' \i it 
that pooplo who livo up among Uwee Yankoee 
uivftVA %JLy * be ' tbe remainder of their lived?" 

** Wliat 'e the matter with the word ? " countered 
0£fi«T, 

■•Oh. uolliing, I reckon, only it sonndg a little 
odil, Ami tliere ^& a ude to it.*' 

" A Btcry, juu mean,*' said Officer, reprovingly, 

** Well, I 'U tell It to you/' said Roundtree, " and 
tJieu yoQ cim caH It bo auit jour&elf. It frabaout in 
New Udexico whetv this happened. Th^re was a 
fellow drifted into the r&ni^h wljore 1 wa8 working, 
d«ad broke. To make matters worse, ho could do 
nothing ; he would n't fit anywhere. Still, he was 
a nioe fellow and we all liked him. Miist have 
had a good ^duoation, for he hnd good letters from 
people up Norrh- He had worked in Btor«s and 
hail once rderki^ in a bank, at least the letters Kald 
so. Well, we put up a job to get hira a pW'e in 
a little town out ou tho railroad. Vou uD knoff 
Low clannzsh Kentuckians are, Ijet two meet who 
neirer saw each other before, and iu^iide o£ half an 
hour th«7 'U be chewing tobacco from the same ping 
and trying to loan each other money/* 

" That *d just like thani," interposed Fox Qnar^ 
temight. 

^ Well, there waa an old man lived in this towii| 
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wlio wna the genuine bknd of blnfrgrfifia sud Bonr- 
boii. If another KeDluckian came wilhin twenty 
tniZtfH of limi, and. he Toiind it out> lie M hunt }iliti 
up and thej M hold a twiJ-lmiuJed reunion. We 
put up the job tbs^t thU young uiau fibould play 
thnt he wa^i a Kentiickiau, hoping that th^ old man 
would take him to hia boaom and give him some- 
thing; to cto> So \re took him into tovm one day, 
sh*d and fully posted how to act and play his 

trt. We met thd old man in front of his place 
of hunine^)!! and. ^kftui' the tisunl comment on the 
nawfi over our way, weather, and other small tatic, 
we weru on the point of paH^iu}^ on, when on^^ of 
our own crowd, turiif^d ha(?k ami i]L(|iiIt'edt ' Uiialu 
Henry, haive you met tbe ^oung Keutucki;Ln who's 
in the country? ' 

" * No>' said the oli man. brightening with in- 
tCTCSt, * vho is ho and where is be ?' 

" * He 's in town fiotncwhere,' volunteered one of 
the hoya» We pretended to survey Ibe street from 
where we stood, when one cf the boya blurted out, 
' YoQLler he atanda now. That fellow in front of 
the drug store over there, with the hard-boUed hat: 
on.' 

" The old m^u starttfd for luui, angling across 
llie street; iti disregard of aidewaJka. We watched 
tho meeting, thinking it was worldng all right. 
Wc were mistaken. We flaw tb<?m ahakB haiitla, 
when the old man turned and walked away very 
haughtily. Something had gone wrong. He took 





m 



THE LOG OF A CX)WBOY 



t1]« liiilcfwnlW nil kU mturn, arul v/hsn lie cnmifi ofiKT 
«uoug1i Uf ue, we couM ftee tliat Ltf wab angry aud 
on the prod. Wbcn Ii<; ccune near encTigh to apciik. 
he said, *You tkink yau're amart, dou't you? 
Hc*if iL Kcntiickiaa, in heV ilell 'a foU of kuch 
KentuolEiaiiB I ' And &ei ho paaaed beyond iicAtijif^ 
ho won muttormg iniprocutions on us. Tho yoang 
fellow joined n? a minute lator witb the queetioD, 
*Wlint kind of m crank is that you ran juo up 
again at ? ' 

^" He's as nice a man as there b in thU oonu- 
try.* ttaid one of tlie crowd. ' W^bat did you aajr 
to him ? ' 

"'Nothing; he came up to me, extended his 
hand, eayin|^, **My young ftiend, 1 nudoratand 
that you 're from Kontuoky.*' ^* 1 be, sir,'* I re- 
plied, when he loohod luc in tht> eyo and laid, 
•* You 'ro a G — d — liat," and turned and walked 
away, Why, be ciust Uave wanted to iriKult me.' 
And then w? all Imew why nur little acheme had 
failud. Tliera was foad and raituent m it for hint, 
bat ]m wo«ld ua^ that litil« wot^l ' I*/ " 

"T)id any uf you ncptioe my saddle horse Ijodown 
just after we croaeed this laat creek tbia after- 
noon?" inqiiJpod Kod Wheat. 

"No; wlmt niado him lieclowu?'* n«facd scTcral 
of tbo boyv. 

'* Oh, h^ jQst found ft gopher bole and stuck hh 
lorefeet Into it od^ at A time, and th^u triod to 
piUl tliem both out at once, and when he eould n't 
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do it, be aimplj shut hia eyes like a dying sheep 
AD J la^Y down," 

*'Thoa yi>u'vo seen ebedp dio," said th^ horso 

" Of coitfAe I have ; n, sheep c^n die any time he 
makas up hia iDmd to by Himply ahutting both tiyas 
— then he's a goiifer." 

Quiuire Forrest, who bad brought in his horae to 
go out with the second wrttch, he and Boh Blades 
hairing tak^ti advantage of tbe foreaiao** ahfieuce 
to change plaices on guard for the night, had been 
l]«t«niDg to the latter part of AVyatt'a yarn very 
attoiitivoly* Wo all bo^wi that hg would mount 
and ride out to the herd, for though he was a good 
Atory-teUer and meaty with personal 6xporienaeB, 
where he thought thj?y would pass moHter he wits 
inclined to ov^eroolor his statements. We usually 
gave him resper^tful attention, but were frequently 
oompelleid to regard litui as a uhEserrul. haiiuleas 
liar- So when he showei.1 no disposition to go, wt 
knew we were in for one froiu him, 

" When 1 was boss bull- whacker," he began, 
*^Fdr ft big army sutler at Fort Concho, I used to 
tnnke tnn round trips a month with my train. It 
was a hundred niik'S to wagon from the freight 
point where we got our aupplies- I had ten tearaa, 
sTk and ae.veu yi»ke to the team, and trail wagons to 
uaeh^ I was fuj'uished a night herder iind a cook, 
ftaddte horses for both nl^Lt herder and luybelf. 
Xo\x hear me, it ws.a a. bLxui up due layout We 
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ootild h&ndk thrte or foar tons to Ote team, and 
with tlia wl»ole tram we could chaiuber two cat 
loodtf of iLoything. One day we wtrrc ocaring tbc 
Fort with a mix«d carj^ of froight, wLgd a moa- 
seng^T came out Had tn^t uh with au order from 
the sutler. He wanted as to make the fort that 
night Had unload. The mail bockhoard ha:l re- 
parted ^19 to the sutler as c?iinped ortt hack on a 
little creetc about tea milt*s- We were alwuys 
eutitW to a daj to unload aud drive back to caiop, 
which gate us good gra&s for the oien« but under 
the ordera ^e whips popped merrily that aft^r- 
Doon, and whva tfauy all got ivcll strung out^, 1 rode 
in abead^ to see what waa up. Well, it seems that 
four eompauies of iufaatry froDj Fort McKavett, 
which were out for ^ald practice, were going to be 
brought mto this po^t to be paid thraa mcuths* 
wages. Thi^, with the troop^i stationed at Concho, 
would turn loose c^uite a wad of laoaey. The 
sutler called lue into hia office when I raarlied the 
fort, and when he Lad pi-oi^ueed a black bottle 
used for cutting the alkali ia joar drinking vtor 
ter, he said, * Jack,' — h& called me Jack ; my full 
Dame is John Quincy Forrest, — 'Jack, can you 
make the rooai trip, oad bring in two cnra of bot- 
tled beer that will be on the traek waiting for you, 
and get back by pay day, the 10th ? ' 

** 1 figured the time in my mind i it was twelve 
daya. 

'^^Tbere 'a Hvb extra in it for each m&a for the 
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trip, ajid I 'U make it right with yoii,* lie ftilded. at 

he noticed my hesihatioD, though I v/i\Ji otily mak- 
ing a mi?nlal eiilflulatjon. 

'* ' Why, i.^ertaiiily, Cajitain/ I asuil. 'What's 
tliat iahle about the jack raUbh aiul the laiiO tar< 
raptD ? ' He dlil n't know aad 1 <\\d n't either, so 
I said to iUuatr&te the point ; ^ Pat your freight on 
a bull train, and it olwnya ^^oea through on time. 
A ratxs horfio can't boat a.n ox on b, hiindred milcB 
and repeat to a freight wagon/ Well, ve unloaded 
before night, and It was pitch <h:irk before va made 
oump. I eipLtined th» situation to tht^ men. We 
planned to go in empty in five ilttys, which would 
give us seven to come liatik loaileil. We made 
every oamp on time like clockwork. The Bfth 
morning we were aiuious to get a daybreak ata-rt, 
BO we could lo^ at night. The night herder had 
his orders to bring in the o]fen the tirst sign of 
day, and I called tho oook atx hour before light. 
When the oxen were brought in, the men were up 
and ready to go to yoking. But the nigh wheeler 
in Joe Jenk*3 team, a big brindle, muley ok, a 
regular pet ste^r, wfi8 miBsing. I aaw him myself, 
Jo« 8aw him, and the night lierder ^woce be came 
In with the reat. Well, we looked tjgli and low 
for that Mr. Ox, but h« had vanished. Whilo the 
men were easting ihcii- breakfast, I got on my horao 
and the night border and 1 RCourod and circled 
that oountry for miles around, but no ox. The 
country was so bare and level that a jack rabbit 
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Deeded to carry & fty for ah&de. I wna worriod, 
for wfi ii««ded every oi mul ev«ry moniynt of time- 
I ordereil Joe to tie )us male bebiod tb^ truU 
wugon and pull ont i>ne oi sby. 

" Well, fdlows, tbal tliiug worried rae powerful- 
Half tike teaiutstets, gQ<>d, bou^at, trutbful men as 
ever popped a wliip, «wore tbey saw tbat ox wbea 
tbej- oatoe id. Well, it served s. slrottg ftrgutoeut 
tbnt a man cftQ bo positive ftnd yet be mistaken. 
Wo noonod ton miles from our nigbt otimp that 
day. Jerry WilkeCB happened to meatloo it at 
dinner tbat Ho believed bis trail needed greasing, 
• Why," said Jerry, ' you 'd tbink ibat 1 was loaded, 
tbe vny my te^m kept tht^t^ chaina tunt.' I no- 
ticied JoH get up from diimer before he bad fin- 
isbediua if an Idea bad fitruck him. lie wetit over 
and opf^ued tbe ebeet in Jeriy's trail wagon, and a 
fttnile spread over bia countenance. 'Come herO| 
fellows,^ t?aa all ho eaid. 

'* We ran over to tbe wagon and tbere " — 

The boys turned their backs witb indiatinot 
mutterings of disgust. 

*• You all don't need to believe this if yoo don*( 
want to, but tbfire was the miRstrg or^ coiled np and 
ileepiiig like a bear in tbe wagon. He even hjtd 
Jerry*a roll of bedding for a pillow. You see, tb» 
wagon slieet was open in front, and be had bopped 
up on the trail tongue and crept in there to ateaJ 
ft ride. Joe elimbcd into the wagon, and gave 
hiio 6 few awift kicka in tho abort ribs, wboQ 
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be opened bia cycst ja^&ed, got upi and jumped 
out." 

Bull was rolling & cigarette before starting, 
while Fox'& night hai-ae waa bonl to bridle, wliicJi 
hiiidered Uiom. With this slight delay, Forrest 
tumod hiB horse back and c^outiuued : "That same 
ox on the next trip, one nigbt when we had the 
wagons parked into & corral, got away from the 
Leriler, tip-toed over the mieii'a beds in the gate, 
stood «n his hind legs long enough to eat four 
Gf^-pound 9ftcka of dour out of the rear- end o£ a 
wagon, got down on his aide, and wormed hia way 
under the wagc>n back into the herd, without being 
detected or waking a mac." 

Ae they rode awa.y to relievo the first ^ard, 
MvCann said, " Is n't he a muzzle-loading daisy? 
If I loved a Uar I 'd bug that mac to death." 

The absence of our foreman made no difference. 
We all knew our places od guard. Ezperienoo 
tol<l UH there would be no trouble that night. 
Aftei- Wyatt RounJtree aud Moes Strayhom had 
made down tbeir bed and got into it^ Wyatt re- 
marked. — 

" Did you ever notice^ old aidey, how hard this 
ground is ? " 

" Oh, yes/' said Moss, aa he turned over, hunting 
for a soft spot, ^^It i£ hard, hut we'll forget all 
that when this trip ends. Brother, dear, juat think 
of thofie long etings with red cherries floating 
around iu them that we '11 be driukiBg, and pieturo 
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m Mwoklng cigars tn a blue. That UxKigbt ainaa 
Wglit to malte a hard beil both «oft &aij WBrm. 
tbvu to tluuk ne ^11 nde all tl>e waj home on the 
cm." 

MoC^sn banked hb fire, and the first gnard^ 
Wbc*l, StallingB, And BorrowstoTie, rode in trom 
the herd, all singing an old chenn that had been 
oonpoeed, with litde regard for music or sense* 
about a hotel where tbej had stopped ihd yevtr 
befor<e: — 

"Ban it^oDS ttM far wff»* aaJ t*v ««ti for lf«a^ 
ThzflB fcff a smk uid fm ft* a b»d. 

*1V tha fwtirfl o^whoy in t^ Sont^nruttn botoL" 




CHAPTER X 



'^KO man's Zl/UH)" 

Flood overtook us tho next momiiig, anJ as A 
number of tis gatlierecj round him to iiear tlie newa, 
toM 03 of a letter that Mann bad got at Do&n'e, 
Htating that the firat herd to paas Cnnip Supply had 
beBii harassed by Indiana. The '* Earning W '* 
people, Mnnn'a eroployera^ bad ft representative aC 
Doilge, wIjo vfKH authority for tht^ statement. Flood 
h&d read the letter, wiiiolk iulimated that an appeal 
would he made to the gOTernmeut to Htind troops 
from either Camp Snpply or Fort Sill to gite trail 
herds a safe escort in paBaing the westero border 
oF this Indian rcacrvatioD. The letter, tbeiefore* 
admonished Mcutii, if )lq thought the IndianB would 
^ve a»y trouble, to go up the south etde of Rod 
River as far qs the Pan-haDdle o£ Tesas, and 
then tnrn north to the government trail at Fort 
Elliot, 

*'' I told Maim,'* sail! our foreman, " that before 
I'd tak« oue 6l«p b^ck^valt1, ov go oS oa a wild 
goofie chase through that Fan-handle country, J 'd 
go back home and »tart over next year on the 
Chiaholm trail. It *a theeaeicdt thing in the worl<L 
for Gomo big atigcr to sit in ^ hotel Bomewbero and 
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dirfccl tluT majiagenient of a btrd. I doD't look for 
no itoliliers to furuiaL ;tu escort ; it would tkke tl^fi 
^vtTimient mk niontLs to get a more on her, even 
ID nn tmGT^encj. I k-ft Billy Mimn in a quaiKJary ; 
he (looBii't kiiow wLnt to ilix That btg auger at 
Podge U troubling biin, for if he don't act on his 
advioc, and loBoa cattle aa th& rcsault^ well, hell 
never bcEs any more Lerda for Kiug and Kenuedyi 
So, boys^ if we 're ever to see* the Blackfuot Agency, 
there *J) but one course for us to takp, and that'ft 
atmlglit ahead. An old Oliver Loving, tbe fii-at 
Texas towiiiaii tlial ever dioTe a. herd, uaed to say^ 
' Never borrow trouble, or ovoBs a river before you 
reach it.' Bo when the cattle are through graain^, 
kt them hit the traij north. It 's eotirely too lato 
for UB to veer away from any Indiana." 

We worG following the regular trail, which bad 
bcoD slightly used tot a year or two, though none of 
onr outfit had ever b^^n ov^r it, when lato on the 
third afternoon, about forty miles out from Doau'», 
about a biiuili'ed mounted bticka and Aqua wb aighted 
our hen.1 ftod trowaecl the North Fork from their 
eucauipiaeut^ They did not ndc direct to the herd, 
bat came into the trail nearly a mile above the 
cattle. 80 ib wan somE^ little time from onr fir«t aighb- 
in^ them before wo met. We did not eboch the 
herd or turn out of the trail, but when the lead 
oanie within a few bondred yards of the Indiana, 
one buek, eviJenlly the chief of the band, rode 
forward a few rods and bcid np one hand, aa if 
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fiommandiD^ a halt. At the sig-lit of this gaudily 
bedfictce<i ajiparition, the cattle turned out of tbe 
traiU and Flood and I roda up to tte vktef, ex< 
tending; our handu in friendly f^re^ting. ThocLiof 
oould noC ep^ak a nord of KnglUli, but mftde BiguH 
with b)« hsDds ; when I turned Ickose on him in 
Spanish, however, he iiiHtantly turned his horse 
luid sii^ric^ back to hii band. Two youog hu^ka 
rode foiwat^ aud ^reet^d Flood and myself In good 
Bpamsh. 

On tLaa opening up an inteUigJble L'on^"eraati»n» 
I called Fox Quavternight. whoapoke Spanish, and 
ho rud<^ up from liU position of third man iu tho 
Bvring ELud joined in the oouncil. The two young 
Indians through whom we oarriod on the oonv^- 
lation were Apa^hea^ no doubt reneg^ad^s of that 
tribe* and wHUe we understood each other in S])an- 
\rh, tbey spoke in a heavy gtittural pectiliar to tho 
Indian. Flood ojjened the powwow by demanding 
to kuuw thu meaning of thiA viait. Wbm tho 
queatioD had heen properly interpreted tothechicf, 
the latter dropped liia bUnket from bta ehouldei'S 
and dismounted from his borsc. He waa a fine 
apooimon of the Flavus Indian, fully six feet ia 
height, perfectly j>ro portioned, and in year* well 
paat middlo life. He looked every inch a chief, 
and was s. niLtnml bom crator. There was a oei^ 
tain easy gtacs ia hin g^istnreH* only to he seen in 
people who use the sign language, and often when 
he waa speaking to tho Apache mtorpreters, Icould 
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untioipate his requeflt» befora thdy wetd traoAlated 
to ufi, siltliougU I difl not know a word of Co- 

fSefore the powvow had progr&«seil far it w^% 
cvitlijnt that Urgging waft it* oliject. Id his pr^ 
lude. die cliief luid claim to all the eountry id sight 
fb3 the hiiutu;g gi'ouitds of tho Comanche trlba, — 
4ta iDtimatioQ that we were intnidorB. Ho^pokeof 
thegreat slaughter of tbe buffalo by the white hid^- 
huntoTS, and the conBequont hunfjfor and porertj 
amougst Lie people. He dwelt on the faot that he 
hod ever coutisekd peaoewith the whiteaT until now 
hi« banJ numbered l^ut ^few acptaws and papooaes 
tlio jouDger men having dejittHed him for other 
chiefs oi the tribe wbn advocated war on tbe palfr 
far.eK, AVhen Uq hmX fiillj sta,ted bis puaitluD* he 
offered to allow ua to pass through UIb tenantry 
in coubideration of ten beeves. On receiving tbii 
proposition, all of us dismounted, itichiding the two 
Apaches, the latter aoatin^ thociaeWesiD their own 
fashion, while we whitea lounged on the ground 
in truly Aniencan laaineea, roUing cigaroitee. In 

S dealing with people who know not the value of time, 
the civilized man u taken at a disadvantage, and 
unless he t^an show an equal coinposiire In wasting 
time, rusulls will tie against him- Flo'td bad had 
jearff of experience id defding with Meiicans id the 
hind of mfifiaiia, where all maiima regardiag the 
value of time are religioualj diacardedi Bo in deal* 
ing with this Indian chief he showi^d no desire to 
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li^uten Diatterfl, 1.111] carefully^ avoided all referenoe 
to lite ileinaucl for beeves. 

Ues Qrst queatian, iusteitct. van to kno^r tlie dU- 
tani^e to Fort ^ill and h'ort Elliot* TLe next w&a 
how matiT days it would take for cayalry to reach 
binii He tboD had U9 narrate the fact tbat when 
tho first herd of oattle passed tkrough the oounlry 
less tban a month before, sora^ bad Indians had 
shown a very utifrieudly spirit. TLey bad taken 
many of the cattle and had killed and eaten them, 
;Lnd now the great wliite ntan^s chief at Wasbiug- 
toQ vtaA very mucli ciimplea^ed. If aoother single 
ox were taken and killed by ba<] Indiana, he would 
send hid soldiers from the forts to protect the cattle. 
«r«Ti though their owners droro the herda through 
the rcaervation o£ the Indiane — -over the grass 
whcro their poaiea graced. He had us inform 
the ohief that our entire herd was intended bj tbd 
great white man's chief at Waehington as a prd^ 
sent to the Biackfeet ludiana who lived in Mon- 
t&na» heoBUBe they were good ludiana, and wal- 
oomed priests and teai^hvrh amongst them to tench 
them the ways o£ the white man. At our fore- 
man's request we then iDformed the chief that he 
was under no ohligation to give him even a wngle 
beef for any privilege of passing through his ooun- 
try, but as the squaws and little papooses were 
hungry, he would give him two beeves, 

The old chief seemed not the leaat diseon<*erted, 
hut begged for five beeves, as many of the s([nawB 
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were iii lU& enitmiipTneDt ftcmsH ihta Nortli Fork, 
tlioae )kr«Bent 1>eLng not quite half of his village. 
It wus now getting Lite lu tlie ulay and tlie bnnd 
aeoaied to be getting tired of the p&il^yiug, a niin)- 
ber of ^uawa hftving alrendy net out on their re- 
ta[-n to the village. After aoino fui'tbt^r talk, Flood 
agreed to add anathor beef, on eonditioa they be 
t&ken to the encaoipmeDt before being killed. Thia 
waa accepted^ mid ^t once the entire band set up 
a chattering in view of the coming fea«t- TJie cat- 
tle ba^l iTi the mean l4ine i^i-ni-ed off ritiHrly a inile, 
the ontfit, however, bohllfnj tht'iii under a rhise 
herd dunng the powwowing^ All tho bucks in 
the band, nuiabtinug about forty* now joined uSi 
and we rode awuy to the herd- 1 notiecd, hy the 
^aj, that ^uite a number of the younger bravi^a 
bad aTiDS, and no doubt they would have made a 
display of force had Flood^a diplomaey been of a 
mora warlike character. While drifting the herd 
back to the tra,il we cut out a big lame steer and 
two strny eows for the Indians, who now Left lis 
and followed tbe beevea whiuli were being driven 
to their village. 

Flood had instructed Quartemight and roe to 
invite the two Apachea to our camp for the night, 
on tlie promiae of avigar, ooffeo^ and tobacoo. They 
coDBuItcd with the old ehief, and gaining bis con- 
sent eamo with ub. We extended the hospitality 
of our wagon to our guesta^ and when nupper was 
over, pi-omiaed them an extra beef if they would 
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gi\e ufl pa.rtioDlarfl of the trait uDtil it croased tbe 
North Fofk, after that river turned west lownrtla 
tte Pa.ii-bantU«, It na.s dvideut tliat th«y were 
famiiifLr with the country, for one of thetn qof^epted 
Oiir offer, 3.nd with hiH fingE!r sket;iihe<] u rude mup 
on tlie ground whei-e there havl formerly been a 
camp-fire. ITe outlined the two rjTerfl between wbuiU 
we were then eucamped* and traced like trftil uutit 
it oToeaed tbe North Fork or beyond the Indiiui 
rc^ervatioUi We diacQs&ed the outline of the trail 
in dotuil for nu hmir, asking hundreds of uuiinpor 
tKnt qu^ationa, but oooaaiunally ^ttiog in a loading 
one, always resulting in the inforntation wanted. 
TV^ learned that the big suminer encampnieni of 
the Comancbea and Klowaa was one day*9 ride for 
a pony or two dnya' with ea,ttle iijr th^ triiil, at t\\o 
pttint where the divide between Suit and North 
Fork narrows t<r> about ten nuks in width. Wh 
leeched out of them vtrry cautiously the toforma- 
tioQ that the encampment woa a large one, and that 
all herds thia year had ^von up catllci some as 
many aa twenty-Qve head. 

Having secured ti^ information we wanted. Hood 
gave to oaeh Apache a paekage of Arbuckle coffoe, 
fl flniai] sack of sugar, and both smoking and chew- 
ing tobaceo. Quartemight informed them th».t ;ls 
tbf oiattle were bedded for tlio night, they h^d better 
lemniu until luomtcg, when bt^ would pielc tliimi f^ut 
a nice fafc beef. On their consenting, Foi stripped 
the w&i^oQ sheet off the wagon and made them a 
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gofxl lied, m which, with their body bJanketa, ttey 
were as comfortable^ as anj of us. Neither of th«in 
was anued, bo we felt no fear of them, arid alter 
they had Iain ilown on their couffb> Flood called 
QaartetDiglit and me, and ne strolled out iDto tlio 
darkucBS and reviewed the mfortDatioD. We ngreed 
(hat tihti topLTgraphy of the coantry the/ had given 
waa most likely correot, because we could verifjr 
muoh of it by laapa in our poa^eaaioD. Another 
thinif on which we agreed was, that there woa somo 
meaaa of oouimunicatioD between this email and 
aeemin^ly peaeeiihle band and the main enoamp- 
meikt of the tribe ; and that tuore than Itkely our 
approach would be known in the large encampment 
before nuEiriae. In spite of thd good opinion wa 
enbei'iAiued of our guests, v/a were uTao 8&ti>iGed 
they hail lied to ua when tliey denied they bad 
been in the lai^ camp «iiice tbe trait hei'ds begaa 
to pass, Thia was the last question we had asked, 
and tbe artful manner in which they had parried 
it showed onr gucste to be no mean diplomats them- 
selves. 

Our camp was aatir by daybreak, and after hreak- 
fast, as we were catching our tnoonta for tbe day, 
one of the Apaches offered to tiiko a uertain pinto 
horse in our t^thWu ill Leu of the promised beef, 
Imt Flood ileeluied tbe offex* On overtaking th« 
herd after breakfast, Qnarternight cut out a fat 
two year old stray heifer, and he aad I aaaisted 
oorgniests to drive their beef several miles toward 
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th*ir village, Fbtilly bidding them fareweU, wo 
>«lurn&d to the herd, when the outfit inform«i ua 
thiit FltKid unil Th? Rebel liad ridden on aHeod 
to lotik out a Lrn^KAiiig ou the Salt Fork. From tUia 
move it nas evident iJiiLt if & p&ssahle ford <3oidd li<! 
found« OUT foi-em&n inteadcd to abandon the estab* 
li&hed ronte and Avoid the big ludian encampment. 
On tlie return of Pi-Ioat ani] Flood about noon, 
they reported having found an oaey ford of the Salt 
Fork, whicIi-T from the indications of their old trails 
centring from evtry quartor at this crossing, m\ut 
have been used by bnffalo for generations. After 
dinoor we put our wagon in the leRd, and following 
cloMi? at hand with tlie cattli*. turned off the trail 
ikbout A nule above our uooii eamp and atjuelc (o 
the westward for the oroasing. Thi^i ve re&cbed 
And crossed early that evQEiiig, camping out nearly 
five miles to the went of the river. Kain was always 
to be dretided in tmil work, and whou beilding down 
the herd th^tt nigiit, vo bad one of the hoaviest 
downpours which we had experienced since leaving 
the Rio Grande. It lasted several hours, but we 
■tood it ortcomplniningly, for this fortunate drench- 
ing had obliterated every traoe left by our wagon 
and herd ainoe ahaodouiug the trails as well a^ the 
aigu left at the old baffalo crossing on the Salt 
Fork. Thfl rain ceased about ten o'clock, when th« 
cattio bciidcd down oasiiy, and the second giinrd 
took tht'm for their wntob> Wood was too ncarpc 
to afford a fire, and while our eliekera had partially 
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protected lis from the ram, many of na went to botl 
in wet clothing tliat nig'ht. After ajiother hall 
day'e drive to tbe west, we tumei] QoitLwnril aui) 
h'aveled ic tbat direction tliiougb a nice oountrv. 
more or lew broken with sraall billoi but well 
watorod. On tho moritiug of tiie first day ttittr 
turning north, Honeyman reported a number of 
our SAddla borsos had atrajed from oamp- Tbb 
gftv^ Flood flome littlo uneaBine^af £ind & number 
of uft ffot on ottr night horaea without lo^ of tlni« 
ntid tiifTifHl ont to look np the missing snddl? btock. 
Tbn Eulul mid I ^^t out togt^lher bo the ^oiithwiird, 
wbile others of the outfit set ofT to the other points 
of thi^ ooinjiuaa, 

I wu alw&ya & gi>od traikr, was ia fact acknow* 
lod|:cd to bo ono of the best, witli the exception of 
my brother Zach, oa the 5aii Antonio Bivcr, wLer^ 
wti j^row up tks boyo. In oircHng about that mom-^ 
itij;, 1 Htruolc the trail of about twenty hoi-eea — thd 
nuMtiig number — and at once signaled to Priestj 
who wai about a mile distant, to join me. The 
ffrouud vin* Fartunat«?Iy frHali from tlie i-eoent rfiin 
and luft an easy trail. We ga11»[ied alnng it o^ily 
fnr Bonio littlo dii^taoce, when the trai) suddenly 
turu«d and wa could see that the hordca had been 
ninmni;, bnviag evidently veccived a suddi^n searo. 
On foHowint; up the trail nijarly a mile, wo noticed 
whuro tboy had c^uictcd down and had evidently 
||;nut«d for s^voral houra^ but in looking up tho 
trail by which they bud left these parts, Friest 
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maJti tilt} ilistHivfry of Higtxn of oattW. We l^JiaUsJ 
tliu trail ot Uie horsi^ si.k>ii, and were again »ur- 
pnaed to Bud that lliey Iiiul l^eeu ruuiting as be> 
fore, tliough tLe trail waa much frcaLer, having 
possibly been uittde about dawn. We rau the trail 
out iiDlil it passed over a alight divider whoa thoro 
before ua ^tood tlio miaBing horsGBi Tbej never 
DOt](?ed ui, but vneie atanding At att^Dtion, CHU- 
tiona]y aiirftidg the early nioruitig air, on vfKich was 
l>ci'jm to them the aruTit of someUiiug tbej fearr^l. 
Oa feacliiiig thEQL, theip fuar eeemed not the least 
appeased^ auil my jmrtner and 1 hod our curlofiity 
ftuffiuieutl/ aroused to ride forward to the oause of 
their ajjvriu. As we rounded, the spur of the hill, 
thero m pluin view graw^d a band of about twenty 
buff^ilo. We wcvG almost aa c^toited us tho hors^ 
ovur tbo di^oovurjH By dropping bnuk and kecp- 
ing the bill between us and tbem, then diBmoatit- 
tng and leaving our borses, we thought we could 
reach the apex of tlie hill. Itwaahut a eaiall eleva- 
tion, and from \t.% summit we secured a spleiidid 
view of the auIiiiuU., now Io^a than three hundred 
ynnls distant. Fl^tteuiug mir^elves out, we npent 
Mreral luiDute^ watching bbe shaggy animals aa 
thi^y grazc'd t^it^urely forwai-d, while several oalvea 
in the bunch gmnbolod around their mothetB. A 
buffalo calf, I bad always heard, iiiada dcJimoua 
venl, nitd s.% we bad bail no fi-esb iiient aiiiee wt> 
had etartod, I prupostj to Priest that we get one, 
Hb auggestud trying our roj>e5, for if we could 
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ever get within effective six-^booter range. & rope 
vfHA mnoh the surest. Certainly sueh otunbrouB, 
awkward Wktng anitiials, he saiif, could lie no 
nuitcb iov our Texas Lursoa. We aL^^ordmgljr 
propped back off tiie till to our aadille stock, vhfin 
Pricat said tbat if lie only hod a certain horst of 
Lie out oE the band wo had been trailing he would 
proniiae me buffalo veal if he had to follow them 
to t)te Pan-haudle. It took ue but a few niiuutefi 
to return to our horsee, round them in, and Bdt-ure 
the partioidar horse he wanted. I was riding my 
Nigger Boy, my regular night horse, aud un otily one 
of my mount wa» in thU bnnoh, — a good horae, but 
ehigginb, — I concluded to giv<j my blfick a trial, 
not depending on his speed so much as bia staying 
qualities* It took but a minute For The Kehel to 
fihift his saddle from one horse to another, when 
he started aroniid to the south, while 1 turned to the 
north, so a^ to approach the bufFnlo simtdtaticously, 
I came in eight of tbe band first, tny partner hay- 
ing a farther ride to make, but had only a few 
momentB to wait, before T noticed the quarry take 
alarm, and the neift instant Priest dashed out fronn 
b«hind a spur of the hill and was after tliern, 1 
following Muit. They turned westward, and when 
The Rebel and 1 canie together on the angle of 
tbeir course, we were several hundred yards in 
their rearn My bunkio hod the best howe in speed 
by all odds, and was eoon crowding the band bo 
doao that they began to scatter, and though I 
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passed several old bulln &nd dows, it was all I could 
do to keep i» si^Iit of tlie nalven. After the oha^e 
hnd continued over a mile, ihn slrn.ymg qualit'ies of 
mj horse b^^gfiQ to shiDt^. but while I was Deariog 
the Lead, The Sehel tied to the largest calf in the 
bduith. The cali he had on his rope vras & beauty* 
and on overtaking him, I reined in my horae, foi 
to h%ve killed a second one wouM have been eheer 
waste. PrieBt wanted me to shoot the calf, but I 
refused, so he shifted the rope to the pommel of 
my Huddle, sind, di^nioutiting, dropped the cnlf Ht 
the fTi-rft shot. AV^ Hklaned him, i^iit off his head, 
and alter diBemboweling him, htshed the carcass 
acroaa mj sa^ddie. Thtn both of us mounted 
Priest's horse, and started on oar retam. 

On roaohing the horse stock, wo auooeoded m 
oatcbiDg a sleepy old horse belonging to Rod 
Wheat's mount, and I rode him bridloletfS and 
barebaek to camp. We received an ovation on 
oar arrivnl> the reoovery of the saddle horses bving 
tt secondary matter eompared to the buffalo ve&l. 
^* So xi was biiffAlo that Hcared onr hordes, wns it, 
ami ran them out oi camp?'* said MitCbjiii, as he 
helped lo Qulash the calf> " Well, it *» an ill wind 
that blows nobody good.** There was no particular 
loss of time, for the hoi-d had grazed away on our 
course several niiles, and after changing our moont,H 
w© overtook the herd with the news that not only 
the horses had been found, but that there was freah 
Bleat m camp — and buffalo real at thatl The 
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other mao out horse hunting, SMing the cattle 
■tning out ID tiiiTtiliQg ahape, soon rettirned to 
th«ir pliicH^ beside the trniling herd, 

W« held A iluo northward roarBe^ which wft 
fig^ured ought to uarry iim p^Mb ttnd st le-Ufit tllirty^ 
init«a to tiie westward of the hig [adiart enuamp- 
nertt. The vorst thing witb which we Imd now to 
contend w^a the weather, it having raiued more or 
]oaa during the post day smd night, or ever Bince 
V0 h^ oro8Bed tho Salt Fork. Thc^ weathor had 
thrown the outfit into auoh % gloomy mood that 
they wDuld aoAroely tpea^ to or anfiver each other. 
ThiB gloomy feeling had heen growing on us for 
H^verQl days^ and it wjls even belit^Ted aecratly that 
our foreman did nt know where he waa; thai the 
outfit vrtii lirifliog and as good as losL About 
noou of the thit^ day, llie wea^ther uojitlnumg wet 
wiih cold nights, and with no ahateinent of the 
general gloom, our men on point noticed smoke 
ikTisiug diredtrly ahe&d on our course, iu ft little 
Talloy through tvhioh rau a nioe att'eam of wator- 
Wheti Flood's attention woe directed to the Bmok^t 
be rode forward to asoertain the cause, and r8- 
tumed worse baffled than I ever saw him. 

It was AH Indian eamp. and had evidently been 
abandoned only that morningf for the ilres were 
atill Bmouldeting. Oi'deriog the wagoQ to camp 
on the oreek and the cattle to graze forward till 
noon, Flood returned to tho Indian camp, taking 
two of tho boye and rayaoLf with hint, Jt bod not 
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been a perm.auent oanip, yet ahowod eridoDCO ct 
b&viii^ been oooupjed several da^^E at loost, and 
had coittaJQed nearly a hundred lean-Uig, %viokyupl, 
and tepefts — altogether too large a.n enf^nmpment 
to j^uit our tables. The fordmiiii h:id us hunt np 
the trail leaviug, and once we ba<l found it, all 
fuLir of ufi ran It out live or six miW, when, from 
the freshness of it^ fearing that we might be aaent 
tT« tnroed back* Tho Indiftna bad many ponies 
and possibly aome cJittle^ though the sign of the 
Utter WIA3 hard to dietingui^h from buftalo. Be- 
fore quitting their trails we oonolndud thoy wore 
from one of iha reservations^ and were heading for 
their old stamping grauud, the Fan-haiulle troun* 
try, —peaceable probably; but whether peaceable 
or not, we bad no desire to meet with them. We 
lost little time, thsn, Ju returuiug to the bt^rd and 
making late and early drives until wo were out of 
tiiatr flection, 

But one cannot foresee impendicig trouble on 
the cattlo trail, any moro than elsewhere, and al- 
though we cneaniped that night a long diatance 
to the north of tbe abandonod Indian camp, the 
next morning wo came near having a atampede. 
ft iiitppened ju^t at dawn. Flood ba<l called thft 
ciHjk an hour before daybreak, and he had started 
out with IloDefuian to drive in UiQ rfm-tida, which 
hiwi acattored hadly the morning before. They 
bad the hoi-Hes i-ouuded up aud were diaving them 
towards camp wheu, about haJi & mile from iho 
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wngoD, four oM buffoio bulla ran qoaitering paat 
tlie boraee. Tlii« wu tinder among stobble* Uid 
in their panic the liorse» outstripped the wranglers 
And caino tliun^lcring for camp. Luckily vre hod 
been calUd to br«akfaBt, and those of us who could 
A^ whjtt wAfl up nn and secured f>ur night horses. 
Before half of the horses were thus aej^ured, how- 
«T«r, one hundred and tbir^ Iooho saddle stock 
dashed ihrmigh camp, and eveiy horse on picket 
Wfuit with tht-ni, aaddldH and all, and dr&g^ag tho 
picket ropes. Then the cattle jumped from the 
bed ground and were off like a ahot. the fourth 
guard, who had them in chai^, with them. Just 
for the time being it was an open question which 
way to ride, our saddle horsca going io one direc- 
tion and the herd in another. Priest w^ sn earlj 
tiser and had hustled me out early, £o fortunately 
we reached our horass, though over half the outfit 
in camp couVl <tn\y look on and i*iirs$ their Inck at 
heiug left afcKkt, Thii Kisb^l wus fi.rst in the sad- 
dle, and tunie^l after the horsea, hut I rode for the 
hard. Tha cattle were not badly scared, and as 
the morning grew clearer, £ve of us quieted them 
down before they had run more than a short 
mile. 

The horses^ howover, gave us a long, hard ruUi 
and sinca a horse haa a sf-^l^ndid memory, the 
effects of this scare were noticeable for nearly a 
month after. Honeyman at once urged our fore- 
man to htibhle at night, but Flood knew the im- 
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portaace of keeping tLe remuda strong, and re- 
inscd. But bis dcci3if)Ti waa forced, for jiiat as il 
waa growing duak that evoniug, we heard th« 
horses ruDnrngi and all banda bad to turn out, to 
Surroand them and bring tbeci into camp. We 
Lobbied every horse and side-lined cerCain leaders, 
ani3 for fnlly a week following, on^ aaare or aiu 
other seemed to hold uiir saddle ati>[!k in t^onstant 
terror* During tbta week we turned out our DighD 
horiea, and taking the worst of tbe leaders in tbeir 
steady tied theni solidlj to the wagon whcfJa iUl 
night, not being willing to trust to picket ropes. 
Ttej would even run fmiti a mounted man during 
tho twilight of ovenin*^ or eariy dawn, or from any 
object not distinguisbabl© in uncertain light ; but 
the wrangler now never went near them until after 
annriae, and their uerTousness gradniUy aubsided. 
Trouble never oomea singly, however, and when 
we Btruek the Salt Fork, we found it raging, and 
impa-'iaable nearly from bank to bank. Bnt get 
aorosA we uiusL The swimming of it was notltiug, 
but it waa ueceeaaiy to get our wagon over, and 
there came the nib* We swam the oattle in twenty 
minutes' time, but it took ua a full half day to get 
the wagOD ovor> Tlio rivor was at least a hun- 
dred yardfi wide, three quarters of which waa awiia- 
ming to a horse. But we hunted up and down the 
river until we found an eddy, where the banks 
had a gr9,du3l approach to deep water, and ittarti^d 
to raft the wagon o?er — a thing none of Ihe out* 
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fit hnA «Ter neeii done, tbougb we Tuul oitea beud 
of it aroitnd ouitp-Elrefi uk Tezai^ The first thing 
WAA to get the neueaauy timber to make ihe nft. 
Wc ecouted along the Salt Fork foe A mile either 
way before we found aufficieut dry^ dead cotton- 
Wood ti> form our ntft. Then we set ftbont eotting 
it, but we hcid only oce axe, and ivere the poorest 
Mst of axemen that wor« over c^Ll<sd npon to perfonu 
1L similar task; when we cut a tree it looked as 
though a beaver hftd gnawed it clown- Od borse^ 
bai'lt the Texan bhinea at th^ head of his clafa^, but 
in any occtipatioD which muit he perforuit-d on 
fiXJt be ia never a competitor. There was soJircely 
a. man in our outfit who could not swing a, ropo 
and tje down a steer in a giren space of tiuie, bat 
when it came to BwiDging a.n axe to cut logs for 
the raft, our lustre iaded- " Cutiin^ tlieae lo^" 
said Jog Stailicgs^ as he mopped the awent from 
his broWf ** reminds me of what tho Tonix^BBuo girl 
who married a Texan wrote home to her sister, 
■ Texaa/ M> fihe wrote, ' is a good plai-e for men rind 
dog^, but it 'b hell on women and oxen/ '* 

Dragging the logs up to tin? plack? Belerti'd far 
the ford was an eauy matter. Tii«y were Iiglit, And 
we did it witit ropea froui the iummiels of our oatl- 
dlea^ two to four borsea being sufficient to handle 
any of the trees. Whnn everything was ready, wo 
ran the wagon out into two-foot water and built 
l^e raft under it. Wo hud cut the dry logs from 
eighteen to twenty feet lorg, and now ran a tier oE 
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tli«ise ikikilcr tbe w&gou Letweeu the whe^E, TIlbho 
we Iftshed securely to the fixKAnd eTec Iftabed one 
lnvg& Log oti the Gud&rai<le cf the hub on the otib- 
0ulc of tho wheel. Tlion wa oroas^tiinbercd uoder 
thi^eo, laahiDg ovdrytEua^ aecurely to thia outside 
f^uard log. Before we hiuL timshod tho orosa-tim- 
beriugt it was n««esfi9.ry to take lui anohor rope 
aahore for fear our wBgon would float away. By 
ihe time we had auciWttW in gt-ttJng twenty-five 
dry cotbntwcod 1o^ under our wugnii, it wh,s alioiit. 
Half a dozuQ of us ih&n aw&iu tb«^ liver on our 
homc^i, takb^ ticvoEin tho ho^LTif^cit rope we had for 
ft tt)w Hue. We threw the wag;oD ton^e back and 
huthcd iti» luid mtildng fant to the WA^n with ouo 
«&d of the tow rope, fiLstoned our lariats to the 
other. With tho i-emtLindor of our unnaod rope, 
wo took a guy liue froiu the wafi;on Aud suubhod it 
to a tree on the flouth ba^nk. Everything being in 
readiness, the word was given^ and a« thoae on the 
fiouth bank eased away, those on horsebat'k on the 
other ^ile gave tlie rowel to their horseH, aird out 
ooTUiDiAiuiry flos.ti^d at^roxd. Tlie w^Lgoi; lloHtticI m) 
ooAily that MoCaun was ordered on La tlm ttiSl to 
trim the weig:ht when it atrnck the current. The 
<<urreht carried it slightly duwuHtroam. and vhcD 
it Intt^d on the other side* those oc tb<r south bank 
fastened lu'iata to the gviy rope ; and with thoro 
palling from th^t sid^ and ns from OUrSi it vrns 
soon brought oppoaitt? tli« laudinjc and hauled into 
ahalkiw water. Onoe tbe raft tinib«r was unlashed 
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ftod removed, the ton^w waalowered, anri from tho 
porameU of six stuhlhs tiio wagon wafi set high tind 
dry on the north bank. There now only ronuim^cl 
to bring up the oatlla and ftwini them, which was 
an eftay task &nd floon aocorajvlished. 

Attk^r putting the Salt Fork bcihind dh, onr 
ipirrts were jigain dauiik^neil^ for it raii^eil all the 
Utter part of the night aitd until noon the next 
day. It waa wilh ooDsuleiahte difficulty that 
MoCann ooold keep his Bre from drowning out 
whilo he was g:etting bi-cAkfiLst, and ac^eral of tho 
outHt refused to eat at elJ. Flood know it waa 
uscleaa to rally tiie bora, lov a wct^ hnngry man is 
not to be jolliod or r&asntied with. Fivo daya had 
DOW elapsed sinc^ we turned off the established 
trail, and half the time rata harl been falling. 
B<:Kides, our Joiibt as to wbtsiv vrn v^vt* had Iwen 
growing, ao bt^fore we started that morning. Bull 
Durham very gooil*natii redly aaked Flood if ho 
Lad any idea where he wa& 

"No, I haven't. }Jo more than you haTe,** re- 
plied oor foi-eman. ^' But this much I do know, or 
will juBt as Booti as the sun comes out: X know 
north from south. We have hoen traveling north 
by a little west, and if we hoH that i^ourae we>& 
bound to strike the North Fork, and within a day 
or two afltirwardH we will eome into tlie govern- 
ruent traik riinmTi^' from Fort Elliot to Camp Suji- 
ply, whit^h will load us iuto our dwd trail. Or tf 
vre were certain that we had cleared the Indian 
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r«Borvati'>n, we could bo^t to our right, and in timd 
vo would reenter tbo trail th&t vra^. I cac*t help 
tbo wQathor, boys, nnil as loDg aa I have chuck, 
I 'd &e lief be lost aa found." 

If there was any reeovery in the f«e1ingB of thd 
outfit after this talk of Fltwd'a, it was not notice- 
able, aiiil It ia aafd to vay t1i»t two thirds of tli9 
boys believed we were in the PaD-h&ndlB of Texas. 
One ntan's opinion is as goad ^3 EnUotber'a in a 
strange oouGtry, and while there w&s u*t a m&n in 
the outi]t who cared to suggest it, 1 know tho 
majority of us would have indorsed turning noHii- 
esksU But the fates amikd on us at last. About 
the middio of tho forenoon, on the following day, 
we eat ac ladian trail, about throe days old, o£ 
probably fifty horaes, A number of ns followed 
the trail severnJ miles on its westward coursei and 
among other things discovered that they had been 
driving a siDEiil bunt^h of cattle, evidently making^ 
for the sand hilU whieh we uonld see aljout twenty 
miles to our left. Ilow they had come by the cattle 
was a mystery, — perhaps by forced levy, perhaps 
from a stampede. One thing waji certain : the trul 
muat have contributed them, for there were nono 
but trail oattle in the country. ThU was reaasur- 
lag aad gave some hint of guidauoe. We were all 
ticldedf therefore, after nooning that day and on 
starting the herd in the afternoon, to hear onr 
foreuiau give orders to point the herd a little east 
oE north. The next few days we made loug drives, 
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our saddle hoKM reoover«d frt>tii tlieir tcur^ &nd 
the outfit fast regained its ttpirita. 

On the morning of die t*fnth day After le&Ting 
the tniil, we 1mt«red np a Long elope to h divide in 
Qur load from nhiidi we sighted timber to the nortli, 
ThtB vre mppoeed from its sixe must b^ the Xorth 
Fork- Our roate lay up Uiis divide some di^tnncet 
and before we left it, some one in the rear aight^d 
a duBt oloud to tho rig^bt iLod far behitid uBh Ab 
duat would hardly rise on u etill morning without a 
oauae, we turned the h^rd off the divide and pushed 
oHj for we STispe«t^d Tadiflns- Flood and Pneiit 
hung back on tlie dividt*, watching the dust signsla, 
atid after the herd bad left theoi several milei 
m the reoi, they turued and rode towards it, ' — ft 
move which the outfit could hardly make oat. It 
was nearly noou when vre saw them returnini; in a 
long lope, and when they came in aif ht of the herd* 
Priest waved his bat in the air and ^ave the long 
yell. When be explained that there was a hord of 
cattle on the trail in the rear and to our right, the 
yell went ftroand the herd, and was reechoed by 
oar wrangler and cook in the rear. The spirits of 
the outfit instautly rose. We balled the b<erd and 
camped for uoou, and McCuuu set out bis best in 
celehrating the oocaajjjn. It was the most enjoyable 
meal we bfld had in the past ten days. After a 
good noonday rest, we set out. and hariug entered 
the trail during the afternoon, crossed the North 
Fork bite that evening. As vo were going into 
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camp, we notioed a horseman oomtng up the tnul, 
who turned oat to be smiliDg Nat Straw, whom we 
had left on the Colorado Kiven « Well, girls," 
said Nat, dismounting, *^ I didn't know who you 
were, but I juat thought I^d ride ahead and oyer' 
take whoever it was and stay all night. Indiana 7 
Yea ; I wouM n*t drive on a trail that had n't any 
excitement on it. I gave the last big encampment 
ten strays, and won them all baok and four ponies 
besides on a horse race. Oh, yea, got some running 
stock with us. How soon will supper be ready, 
CQsi? Get up something extra, for you've got 
oompauj." 



CHAPTER XI 



A. BDOGT FOUt> 



Teat nigTit we learned from Straw oiir Incation 
oil the trail, We wei^e far above the Indian i^ser* 
Tation, and instead of ha.TiDg been astray our fore* 
man had beld a duo northwai^ couraCi and we 
wnrc! probably an far on the tr&il ae if wc bod 
followed the rc^lar route. So in spite of all our 
goml maxima, wo had been botrowing trouble; we 
wei-e tiover over ibir^ loilos to tbe westward of 
what wi« then the new Weatem Cattle Trp.il. W« 
coricliided that the '^ Running W *' bei-d had turned 
bauk, as Straw brought the repnrt that bome herd 
Lad reorossed Uvil River the daj before bis anival, 
giving for reasons the wet aeaxon and the danger 
of getting waterbound. 

About noon of the aecond day nftor leaving the 
Notth Fork of Red Rivor, we crossed the Washita, 
a deep E^tream, the slippery banka of which gava 
every indieation of a ree«nt riae- We had no trou- 
ble in erouBing either wagon or herd, it being hardly 
a eheelc in onr onward course. The ah find on men t 
of the regular trail the paAt ten da^s ha^I been a 
noLiceahIc benefit to our herd. For the cattle Jiad had 
&n abLindance of fiefih country to grate over as well 
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an plt^nty of rest. But now tbnt vro wore back oa 
the trail, wo gave thorn their freedom and frcquentlj 
oovt^i'oU twenty milm a day, iintil wo roooliod tlie 
South CanacliaD, which proved to b^ the most 
deliiBiv^ stream we had yet eiiuOMi:itered. It also 
*howetl, like the Washita, everj evideiifw of having 
be^n on a reL-ettt i-aiiip»ge. On ctwr arrival there 
wiu DO volume of water to iutf^rfere, biLt ih bad u 
f|uIukHani] bottom that would Log a baddJ^ blanket. 
Our Foreman had been on ahead and oxamined the 
regular crossing, and when lio rotumcd, frei^ly ex- 
pressed his opinion that we would be unable to trail 
the heivl aoroas, hut might hopo to effect it by eutting 
It into Pmall buaohea. When we came, therefore, 
within three miles of the river, we turned off the 
trail to a near-hy e^ek antl thoroughly watered the 
herd. Thia waj^ coiitpary to our ju-aotiue^ foi' we 
tisua,lly wauted the herd thirsty when n;»ehmg a 
large river- Bnt &ny cow bmte that ha,lted in 
(ordiug the Cftuadian tbat day waa doomed to sink 
into (juit^kaands from which cacape was doubtful, 

We hold tho w^igon nod saddic horses in the rear, 
and whi^n wo were half a mile away from the trait 
ford, out o^ about two hundred bead of the leaders 
and started for the eiossing, leaving only the horse 
wrangler and one n^an with the herd- On reaeh- 
iog clie nvBr vre gave them an extra push, and the 
mttltt plunged into the muddy water. Before the 
Oftttle had advanced 6fty Feeb, lastint^ti waj^ied them 
of the ti'eacheroua footing, and the leaders teied to 
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turn bach ; Vmt by that time w© hftd the entirft btirch 

in tb*^ water and wore urging them forward. They 
had Jialtcid bul a moiiiont and liogxin milling, when 
B«veral hi?avy sleera aanlc; then we gave way and 
allowed tb^ rest to come back. We did not realize 
fnlly the tfvruihory nf this river until we saw that 
twtnty cattle wer« LmugLt in (,}►« ineix'ilt^aa grasp i>[ 
the quuiltBand. They sank wlowly fo the level of 
their bodies, which gave sufBcient reflistance to flup- 
|>oit their weight, tut ttey were hopelessly bogged- 
Wo allowed the free cattle to return to the hoirdt 
and immediately turned our attention to those that 
w*)re boggod, some of wliom wore nearly submerged 
by water^ We diepatebed Bomd of the boys to the 
wagon for our heavy corral ropos and a bundle of 
bore^- hobble It; and tbe remainder of ns, stripped ta 
t]ie belt, waded out and surveyed the fiitiiatiou at 
close quarters. We were all experienced in bao- 
dltng bogged cattle, thou^^b tlb^s quicksand waH tbe 
most deoeptive that 1, at least, had ever witTiessed. 
The bottom of tbe rirer aa we waded throagh it 
wa>3 solid under our feet, and as long as we kept 
moving it felt eo, but the momeut we stopped we 
sank ae in a quagmire. The '*pidl'* of this quick" 
sand was ao strong that four of iis were unable to 
lift a 3teer*s tail out, onne it was Imbedded in the 
Band. And when we liail release<l a tail by burraw- 
ing around it to ann'a length and freed k, it would 
aink of Its own weight in a minute's time until it 
Tould have to be burrowed out again- To avoid 
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this wo hru) to coil wp tho tails %Dd tio tboin with 
a, toft ropo Lobblo. 

Fortuuatoly nono of tho on,ttlo woro ovor tortj 
feet from tlie bank, and wh^ii our hoavy rope 
Arrived we divided into two gangs and began the 
work of reKoQd. We fir^t took a. heavy rope from 
ihe Hnimnl'a born» to sulid Footing on tlie rivur 
!i:i.iik. and tied to tkis five or fiix of ouv Infi^tB. 
MeiinwLile others rolled a steer over as far as pes* 
aible Aiid began bnrrowing with thotr hands doTvu 
alongside a fore and hind leg aimultancoualy UDti] 
ttiey could pass a, small rope aronnd tho pa^t^i-n 
nbovo the cloof » or better yet through the cloven in 
the hoof, wbea the leg could be readily lifted by 
two men. We conld not stop bnrrowing, howevor, 
for a moment, or the space wotiM fill and solitUfy. 
Otica a. leg was fj-eed, we dofibleJ it hai^k short and 
Bet^tjroly tiud it with a hobble, and when the foi-s 
ami hind leg were thus secured, we turned the ani- 
mal Q\tv on that aide and releaaeJ the othci- legs in 
a ajmitar mannop. Than we hastened out of the 
water and into our enddles, and wrapped the looflo 
end of our ropes to the pommelB, having already 
ti^il the hmals to the heavy Wral rope from the 
Bnimal's liorna> When the won! wan given, wo 
took a good liwinging atjirt, and iinlasa sometliiug 
gave way there W3fl one steer !«»« in tlie bog. Af- 
ter we hai.1 landed the animal high and diy on tho 
bank, it waa but n minute"* work to free the ropu 
and tintie tho hobbles^ Thea it waa advisable to 
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get iiit'> tb& saddle wrth little loss of time &nd give 
him El wtde bortb, for he genvr&Uy arose angry uid 

It was diirk bi»fore wb got the last of the I^o^vmI 
cattle out ftnJ retnui^iil our way lo i^aiup fi-oiu the 
fir»t river ou tlie tnp tLai had turned tis* But 
we were not tbe le^xat tUacouraged, for we felt cer- 
tail] there was a ford thai bad a bottom some' 
where witbin a few miles, and we could hunt it up 
cn the morrow. The uexl one, however, we would 
try before ve put the eattle in. There wks no 
queBtion that the trea<*heroua condition of the river 
waa tluG to the recent freshet, wbieh had brongbt 
dowik new dp|K)BitH of Hediiiieiit and hud ligitated 
the old, even to cLaugiug tbe chanuel of the river, 
90 tbiit it had not as yet luid eufficient time to set- 
tle and solidify. 

The next momLug after i>reakfaat. Flood and 
two or tbroe of the boya act out up the river, whUe 
an equal nuiDbBr of us atarted^ under tho L-ader- 
ship of The Rebel, down the river on a similar 
errand, — to prospect for a croaaing. Our party 
scouted for al)out five milea, and the only sufe foot- 
ing W3 could find was a Hwift, narrow channel be- 
tween tlie baj}k aud an Uland in the river, while 
beyond the island was a much wider channel with 
water deep enough in several places to swim our 
eaddlo horses. The footing seemed quite secure to 
our horscB, but the oattle were muob heavier; atid 
H an animal ever bogged in the river, ihere was 
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VAter enough to drown btiti before bolp oould bo 
Timdored. Wc Btopped our horaofl a numbor of 

tinaee, however, to try the footing, and in none of 
our experiDients was there any indicatioa of quick- 
sand, «o we eouii1e<I the eroKsing snie. On our re- 
turn we found ihe benl already in motion, hvaded 
up the river where our foreman had lopatBd a (irosft- 
iugi A« it na» theu u^eleaa to make auy meutlou 
of the inland croa&ing which we had located, at 
Iea«t until a trial had been given to the upper ford* 
we said nothing. When we oamo within half a 
xnile of the now ford, wo held up the herd aad al- 
lowed tbem lo grane. and brought up the rcmnJa 
and crossed and tecrossed them without bogging a 
single horse. Ent^ouraged at thU. wu euteff about 
a Lnndreil head of heavy lead cattle and »4tar1eil for 
the fonl, Wn ha<l a good push on ibem when we 
etruck the water, for there wei^ ten ridem arouud 
them and Flood was in the lead. We called to 
Liui aoveral timea that the oattle were bogging, but 
ho never halted until ho pulled out on the oppo&ito 
banli, leaving twelve of the heaviest GtcerB in tho 
quieksand. ' 

*'Well, in all my espGnence m trail work," said 
l^lood, as be gazed back at the dozen animals 
struggling in tlie (luiekHand* "I never saw aa 
deceptive a bottom in any river. We used to fear 
tho Cimarron and Pbtte, but the old South Cana- 
dian ia the girl that can lay it over them both, 
Stilli there ain't any uae crying over spiJt milk, 
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nrd we have n't got men enongb to hoH two berds, 
so Burrouud them, bcya, and we '11 recross them ii 
we loflvo tW€nty-four more in the riYor, Take 
theiD L'Lck a good qnartcr, feUowa, and brmg them 
up on a nm, and I *1J take the lead wh^u th<»y 
strike the vater; and give them no show to halt 
until they get aeroRB/* 

As the Kitte bunch of cattle had already grazed 
out ni^arly a quarter, we roundeil thdin ihIq a coto* 
part body and started for the river to recroas them. 
TJie n*?arer wc t^amc to the rivor, the faater we went, 
till w« fitrnck the water. In aevoral places where 
there were nhatinelfi, we could neither force the 
oattie nor ride ourselves faster than a walk on ao- 
connt of the depth of the water, b\it when we struck 
the shallows, whitth wei^ the really dangerous 
places, we forced the rattle with horse and qnJrt- 
Near fJte middle of the river, in aboa) water. Rod 
Wheat VTi^A quirting up the cattle, when a big dun 
steer, trying to get out of his reach, sank in the 
quickaand, and Bod^s horeo stumbled across the 
animal and was thrown. He floundered in at- 
tempting to rise, and his hind feot sank to the 
hannohee. Hla ineffectual strngi^les canned him to 
sink farther to the flanks in the loblolly which the 
tramping of the cattle had cansed^ and there liorae 
and steer lay^ aide by side, like two in a bed- 
Wheat looneiied the cinchen ot the saddle on either 
side, and strippiug the bridle off, brought up the 
r«ar, carrying saddle, bridlc> and blanketB on his 
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bfti^k. Tlie river vr%& &t least tbrea bundrdd ydrd^ 
wide, and wLen we got to tbe farther baiik^ ou; 
liorses were bo exhausted that we dismounted aod 
let thuiD blow. A sarvi^y showed we had left ft 
total of fifteen natlle find tlie IiorsH in llio quirk- 
N»iiU- But we Gongratiilaled ourselves that we bail 
bogged dowQ onlj three head iu lecrossing. Get- 
ting theee cattle out was a much harder task than 
the twenty bead f^^.ve us the day before, for many 
of these were bof^^ed more tbaa & handrod yards 
froia the bsiuk. But no time woa to be loet; tbe 
wagcn was brought up in a hurry, freah borsea wer© 
(■aiiight, and wa stripjied for the frfl-y. While Mc- 
Cann got dinner we got o)it the borne, even saving 
the cini;Iies that were abandoned in freeing bim of 
the saddiQ. 

During the iiftornoon wo were oompelled to 
adopt a new mode of procedure, for with the lim- 
ited amount of rope &t baud, we could only luo one 
rope for drawing tha cattk out to Bolid footing, 
alter they were froed from the quagmire. But we 
had four good mtilee to our ohiiok wagon^ and in- 
fltesxd of dragging the cattle anbore from the pom- 
mel>i of aaddleA, we tied one end of the rope to tlie 
bind axle and used tbe mule» in snaking tbe oatrtlv; 
out. This worked splendidly, but «veiy time we 
freed a steer we had to drii^e tbe wagon weL out 
of reach, for fear he might charge the wagoii and 
tccua. But with three crewa working in thu water, 
tyitig lip tallH and legs, tliu work progreesod more 
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rapidlj than it had dope tlie 4a.y bofote, arid two 
boora before euDset the Jaot animal liaJ been freed* 
We had several exciting incidents dxiring the oper- 
ation, for fieToral stoers ahow<3d figl:]t, and whon 
roleafled went on the prod for the first ihing in 
sight- The herd was grazing nearly a mild away 
during the afternoon, and aa fast as a steer was 
pulled out, some one would tak« a horso nnd give 
the freed animal a start for the herd. One btg 
black streer turned ou Flood, who genei^Hy at- 
tend«Kl to thi^, and gave him a spitited chaae. In 
getting out of the Eutgry Btoer^s way. he ptidscd 
near the wagon, when tho maddened beef turned 
from Flood and chared tho comraiseary. M^Cann 
was riding the nigb wheel mule, and wh^n he saw 
the steer ooming, he poured the whip into the 
mules and t'ir^rled n-round like a battery in field 
practice, trying to get out of the wny. Flood mule 
sevural att«mpta tfl eut off tlie steer from the wagon, 
but he followed It like a mover's dog, until a num- 
ber of uft, fearing our mules would be gored, ran 
out of the water, moiuited our horfles, and joined in 
the chose- When we came up with tho oirousi our 
foreman eollud to us to ropo tha boef^ and Fox 
Quarternight, getting in the fimt cast, caught him 
by the two front feet and threw biro heavily. Be* 
fore be oould rise, aeveral of ns bad dismounted 
And were sitting on him like buxzKrd.^ ou carrion, 
McCann then drove the team around behind a 
eaad dune, out of sight ; wo released the beef, 
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and he nas gUd to rotum to the Udrd, 
bered by tb*> throwing. 

Another ineident occurred near the middle of the 
Rftemoon, From some cause or other, the hind 
hag of a steer, after Imving heen tied up, became 
loosened- No one notioed this; but when, after 
several suraejwivt^ trinl]?, duritig whiisli Barney 
McCaua exhausted a. laige vacabuhiry of profau- 
itj, the mule teain was uuable to tuove the eteer, 
six of na faatened our lariats to llic mnin rope, aud 
draggud the boef ashore with groat Idat^ But 
when one of the boys diRinountcd to udIoosq the 
lio1i1>I<?a and rope, a aight met our t>y&s that aenb a 
gi4!k6ti])ig ^CTifWtlon through un, for the steer had 
left one hlnrl li^g in the river« neatly dii^jointed at 
the IcDi-i^. Then we knew why the inidi'M luul failed 
ta move him. h:iving; prcvioinly supposed his kiw 
vas the diftlculty, for he was one of the largt^it 
steora in the herd. No doubt the steer's leg hnd 
been ui^jointcd id swinging bim around, but it had 
token tix extra horusR to sever the ligftmente and 
akiDt while the nioi'ciless quicli^ands of the C/iua- 
dian held the limb. A friendly shot ended the 
Bteer'fl anffeiings, and before we finished out work 
for the day, ^ flight of bu77ard» were circling 
around in anlit^ipntion of the coming feaat. 

Another day hitd been lof*t, and atiU the South 
Canadian defied ub. We drifted the oatile back 
to the pTtfviouH night camp, nsmg the same bed 
ground for our herd* It was then that The Kebel 



I 



■ 



w 



THE LOG OP A COWBOY 




bruaobed tlie eubject of a crosHtug &t the ialaiit] 
wbioh vre lioil eiiaiiiiued tibs^t cjorDitig, bjicI offcrtid 
to dhow it to our foreman by dajbi^euk. Wo put 
two cjctra h^raf^s oil picket that night, and the next 
mornin^i before tbe bud wn9 half an hour bigh, the 
forcnuui and The B«be^ had ri^tiirned from tbe inland 
down tbo river with word that we were to give tho 
ford a trial, though wo t^ould not croas the wagon 
tbere. At^cordiugly we ^azed ths herd down the 
rivi^r luid o&me oppasite tlie itiUnd n^ar tbe iidddle 
of tliH foi^tioouH Aft usual, we cut ofE abuut one 
hnndrcd of the lead cattle, tbe leaders naturally 
Wliiff the beavle»ti and started them into the water. 
Wo rcat^hcd tlio island anct acalod the farther bank 
vUbont a siiigl4> animal losing hia footing. Wg 
brought up a Mcond bunob of double, and a third 
of triple the number of the first, and oro^aed tliem 
with lAfoty^ but as ^^t the Canadian was dallying 
with ua~ Aa we crossed each «ucc!esAive hnnch, 
tbe tramping of the cnttle increusingly agitated the 
Miuidit, Jind when we had th« b«rd about h:ilf over, 
wu bogged our fiirit »teer on the farther landing. 
An i\w water was fi<» aliallow that drowning was 
out of tho C]itestion, we went back and trailed in 
tho remainder of the bt-rd, kiio«'ing tho bogged 
■Itor would U& tiioro whon we were ready for him, 
Tho UJand vi%£ about two hundred yard^ long 
Igr iWtfnty wido, lying up and down the river, 
Uid hi b^iviiLcf It for tbe fiiilher baink^ we always 
piltttuxl off at the upper end. But now, in trailing 
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tlie vemaiDder of the cRttle river, ve sittompt^rt Ui 
furce ttiem into th*^ wati-r at the lower end^ us the 
footing at that [loiiit of thirt midillu grdimil liad 
not, Afl yet, been trainpkd up aH had the upper 
end. Everj'thing worked nicely until the i-ear 
guard of the hiat five or aix hundred coogoated oa 
the ialfind, tbo outfit being acattorod ofx both aides 
of the rivor aa w<ill ub in the middlo, leaving a soar- 
01^ of men at all points. When the final vQia 
gQAird had reached the river the oattle were strik- 
ing out for the farther shore from every quarter of 
the iMland at their own sweet will, atopping to 
dimk ^nd loitisrm^ on the farther side, for thero 
waA no one io huatle them oab> 

All were ov<ir at lo^t, and we were ou the point 
of oongratiilating oiirBol^ea, — for, although th« 
hci'd had scattered badly, we had Iubs thiin a doiieii 
bogged cattle, and those neai* the abore^ — when 
andtieiily up the river over a mile, there begun a. 
rapiil ah<n"4ing- Satisfieii that it wan hy our own 
inttn, wo separati;df and. oircilirig right and left, 
lMga.u to throw the herd togetlker. Some of aa 
rode up the river bank and soon loeatdd the trou- 
ble, ^'e had not ridden a quarter of a mile be* 
fore wo pfLSBud a iiuoiber of our licrd bogc^d, thesft 
having reentered the river for their noonday drinki 
and on coming up with the men who bad don« 
tho !4hoot]iigf we found them throwing the herd 
ont from the water. They reported that a large 
number of cattle were bogged farther up the river. 
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All Lancia rQuniIet.1 ia the herd, and drifting lli^m 
out nearly a mik from iU*j riyer, left tLem under 
two lierdersj whfin the remainder of ua returaud to 
the bogge<l oattJi'. lliere were by actual count, 
including thoae down nt the oroasing, over eighty 
bogg^ L»attlu that required our attentioQ, uxtf-iid- 
ing over a apaoe of a mil*^ or moro above the ialimd 
ford. 

The (jutloot wns aiivthiog bnt pleaaing. Flood 
ffas almost BjjtecLleflii over the sitaation, for it 
might have b*ren guarded agniust. But realixin^ 
the tnk before i\a. we recrossed the river for dia» 
ncr, wdl knowing the inner maji needed fortifying 
for the work Leforo us. No aoouur had we disposed 
of the nionl and secured a ehongo of mounts all 
round, than we sent two men to relieve th« men on 
herd, Whou tliey were ofiF, Flood divided up our 
forces for tJi« aft**raoon work, 

"It will never do/' aaid he, "to gel separated 
fr^Jin nur noiumibsarj. Ro, Pricat, ^oa take the 
wagon and remudfi and go back up to the regular 
crosi+ing and get our wagon ovt^r aomohcw. There 
will he the cook and wrangler bcetdea yourself, and 
you may have two other men. You will havo to 
lighten iFO"^ loud: and don't attempt to oroes those 
mules hitfhei:! to the wagon; rely on your aaildla 
hfprpiiiH fiir g>*ning the wagon over- Forrest, you 
and IM], with the two men ou herd, tjike the cattla 
to I'hi^ tii'iiri'pit iireek and watei- theui well. After 
watering, di ift them back, ao they will be within a 
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tttlld oF Uiese bogged cjittie. Then leare two mdn 
with tKnm And return to the riv«T. 1*11 take tbo 
remainder of the outUt nn4 begin at tho ford and 
worlc up tho rivoT. Gut tLi^ ropoa and hoblslea, 
boys, and como on." 

Juhii OMuur and I w^r^ t^fl with Tlie Rc1>el to 
get the wagon acroKa, and whily waiting for tbe 
men on herd to g«t in^ wu lioukud up tbi* inuW. 
IloneyiEiBu tiad the rwiiuda li\ luuid to atari tbe niin* 
ut« our lurders returaciK their ishoiigu of mount* 
being nlreadj tied to tlie wngoQ wLects. The need 
of baste M'aa Tcry imperative, for lh« river might 
risio without an hour's iii>tice, and a two^foot riso 
would drowD overy hoof in tlio rivor as well as out 
139 off from our wagon* The South Ceutadiau bad 
its Aourt^e in the Staked Flaina and the mountains 
of New Mviioo, and fre^heta there would eauMt u 
riT^e hb]-^, Ioc»l ctmdilionjf nvM^t affeetang a river 
of such wiJtb, Several of ua had m?en thehc Plaiua 
rivern, — when tho mountain wna spoitive and dally- 
ing with the pkiii» — under a clear tky and without 
any warning of falling weather* rise with a nuh of 
waller tiko a tidal wave or Uie stream from a broken 
dam. 80 whf^n onr to&n from herd gallopud in, we 
ttti'lpped their aaddlf^G from tired horseR and (inched 
them to frciah ones, tvhilo they, that there might be 
no loaa of tinie, bolted their dinners. It txik ui 
Itmn tlian an liour to reairh tlie for<!, whnm wu un- 
Joad«d tlw wa^n of uverythtug hut the chuok-box, 
vhicli wa« ironed faj>t- We had an extra aaddh» 
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Ui tbo wo^iIt and MuCazxn vaa mouDtcd on a good 
horse, for he oould nde as witU a» ooolt, Friest 
•Jid I rcxiu the nver^ selectiug D route; and od onr 
return, fill l^ve of i^a t\e<[ onr lAri&ts to the tongiie 
ftnd aides of the wiigun. Wq took a running Htnrt, 
mnd iiQttl we t^tniak dit« further hank vtt gu^e tho 
ungon no tmi« C» Hiiik, but jiuUed it out of tho 
river vith a shout, our koraev* flajiks ticaring. 
Tlibn recrossing the nver, we las^ied all the hedding 
to four gentle saddie horaes and led them otict< 
But to ^t our proTUiona across was uo easy roat* 
tor, for wo were hoavil^ loaded, having taken on 
ft supply at DoEm'a Bufgoient to last q» until v« 
roftched Dodge, a good mouth's journey. Yet over 
it must go, and we kept a string of horsemen oroas- 
iug and rKoroH^tng for au houri (tarrying evei^thing 
^t>in potd aud pauB to axle grease, as n**l\ an the 
stapltiH of life. WliBU we had got tbe coutenta uf 
the wag^n finally over and reloaded, there [emaiued 
Dotbiug but <^ro3smg the saddle st^K^k. 

The wngon mules bad been turnod loose, har- 
Dosseif while we woro cro^iyiug tbc wagoh and other 
offoots; and when we drove tbe remadit iutu tho 
river, one of the wheel mules turned back, and in 
spite of everj man, rea^ihed tliH hank again. Part 
of the boys hiirria'l t)ie otherf; anviHH, but Mt^Cann 
and I turned baok after our wheeler. We L'aiufht 
bim without any trouble, but our attempt to lead 
Um aoro»s failed- In tfpito of all the profauity 
ftddie^fled pcrBonally to him, he proved a cicdit to 
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Us sire, xad wq lotit groaui] iu trying to foroe him 
into the river. The boys iLcro^ the river watched 

ft few mlnutea, when aU r^crossed to our asaivt- 

**Time'fi too vftluabl^ to moDkey with & cniilo 
to-^y,'' na^id Prieat, a^ h& rodo up; "akin o£F that 

It wiLJ elf At once, aud we bliEidfohled Hud 
baokeii htm up to the river bn-nk; tbeii takti>g a 
rcipe around bin forelegs, wc tlirew hirti, liog-tiwl 
him. ftitil vuUed hiju into the water. With a j^ope 
Jtround hia fcireleg» and through the rmc; in tho 
biidlo bit, we a^ked no further fa?ors, but »tiakcd 
bim igDominiouBly over to the further side und ru^ 
haruoaacd him itito tbe toiiiu. 

Tbe afteruooQ woja more thou half vpout wboa 
we reached the first bo^ed oattle, and by tbe tim^ 
tho wagon overlook a« wo b^d several tied up and 
rwwly for thi^ niuJe team to give ms a Hft- Tbe berd 
tuid beeij wat{;rcd in Ulct lut'fitj time j&nd waa grax^ 
big about ill »igbt of tlie river, ai;d as ve oocjuioa- 
ally drifted a freed aaiiuitl out to the herd, ^e oaw 
others hc'mg tuiucd in down the river. About im 
hour before auaaet, Flood redo up to us and ro- 
port^ having clcarod tlio i^iliLiid ford, whilo n raid- 
dJi^ outfit Kudt^r Forrei^t woa urorkluj* dowu tow^irda 
it- Daring the twilight bours of ovaaing, tb^ 
wagon and sad^-Ud boraea mov&d out to the lierd 
iind miuls reiidy tn I'junp, hnt wp n^mHiii^td until 
dnrk, and wltb but thie€ bora^a releaaed a uumber 
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of light oowa. Wa w«re tliB last outfit to reaoli 
tbe wo^Q, unci u^ lloaeyinau bad iieil up our ni^Ut 
borscfl, tliere was nothing for u» to do but eat and 
go to bed, to which we required no coaxiiig, Cor 
we all know that early mominj; would Hcd ns oiioe 
more working with bogged oattle- 

ThG nigbt passed witiiout inoideDt, and the next 
morniug in the dtruion of the foroes, Priest was 
again allowed the WiigOTi to tin the snaking not 
with, but cnly four nieit, ttnintiiig MtCann, The 
remaluder of Lhe oatfit wuh diviiltfd into Hfveral 
gangi. working nea^r enough e^ch other to lend a 
band in ca«« an extra horao wa^ needed on & piiU. 
Tho thtrd animal we atrut^k in tbc river that morn- 
ing was tho lilaok steor that hud ehowod ^ght tlie 
day before. Knowing his temper would not he 
improved by BOf^kin^; in the qulokeand overnight, 
we ehanged oitr taotiea. While we were tying up 
the <;te^r'3 till aikJ lega. MoCann ^ereted hh t^am 
At a safe di^timt^e. Then he took a lariat, lashed 
the tongue of tha wagon to a oottoawood tree, and 
jacking up a hind wheel, used it as a windlaaa, 
When all was i-eady. we ti*^d the loose end of our 
cable rope to a apoke, and Allowing the rope to <^oU 
on the bubi manned the wintilatiB and drew Ikim 
aahore. When the atoct waa freed, MoCann, hav- 
ing no hor^ at hand, olimhed into the wagon, 
while the rest of us sought safety in our saddles, and 
gave him a wide hei-lh, "When he oame t*> his feet 
he waa sullen with rage and refused to move out of 
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hi^ tracks. Priest rode out and baited liim at a 
distance antl MoCann, from hh suFts position, at- 
tempted to ^[Wb him A scare, wJieii he nava^ly 
duu'ged iha wagoit. McCaun reax;lied dowu, aud 
secunng a handful of flour, daalied it into his eyes, 
wbii:h iiiiidc him htiok awa^'; aaci, kneeling, hu fell 
to cutting tL<! siknd witb his horna. Rising, he 
charged the wagon a sGoond time, and isatebing tha 
wagon sheet wich hia horas, tore two slits in it like 
ulnahefi of a ra7or. By tlii« time The Keb^l ven- 
tnrcid fl. littli; n^^ur'er, atid attrat^tfid the NUwr-'a Mtten- 
tion« He started for Pnest, who gave the quirt 
to his hor»o» and for tho fiiat qua,rttir mile had a 
close race. Tho feteor, however, weakened by the 
severe treatment he hod bcun Hiibj^cted to, aoon 
fell to the tear* and gave up the ohase and oontin- 
ned on his way to the herd. 

After thie ineidenC we worked down the river 
until tha outfits met. We Snisbed the work liefore 
noon, having lo^t ibree fidl days hy the qiiicksande 
fd tb» Canadmn. As we pulled into tht? trail that 
afte^moon near t]ie firnt divide ami k:»okeil l^ack to 
take a parting glance at the river, we saw a duat 
doud across the Canadian which we knew nmBt he 
the Ellison herd under Ntit Straw. Quinei^ For- 
roflt, noticing it at tbo samo tinio na I did* rode 
forward and eaid to me, "Well, old Nat will get 
It in the c^ck this time, if tha.t old girl diUJies with 
him as she did with us. I don't wish him any bad 
Inek, hut I do hD|>ti he *11 hog enough nattle to keep 
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liiB buid in pracdoe. It wUl be just about bia luck, 
though, to fiud it settled and solid enough to croa»/' 
And the next mombg we Baw bis aignal in the 
altf about the same diatanoe behind ua, and Imew 
he had forded without any serioua trouble. 
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CEIAPTER XH 

THE NORTH FORK 

There was never very much love lofit betwMn 
goverDiimut scldiers Jkud our trib^^ ao we swept past 
Catnji Supply i» contumpt n Few dnys Liter, Aiid 
orodsed the Nirrth Fork ol the C&nadiaa to o^jnp 
for the night. FJot>d and McCann went into the 
post, as our supply of flonr and navy beana waa 
niTining; ratber lew, and our foreman Lad bopea 
tb^kt be mi|^bt be able to get ouougb of tbeae 
staples from the autler to bist until we reached 
Dodge> He alao hoped to reooivo some word frooi 
I^ovell. 

The T^st of 114 bad no Uek of o<M^upBtion, as a 
reanlt of a ohanca find of mine that morning. 
Honejinau bad stood my gniard the night befora, 
aad in return, 1 hfui got up when he was called 
to help rustb the borees. We had every horse 
under hand before tbe sun peeped over the eastern 
boriaou, and wbeu returning to eamp with the ro- 
mvda, as I rode through a bnneh of sumaoh bush, 
I fouDrl a wild turkey's nest with sLtte^Q fresh eggB 
tu it^ Houeyman rode up^ when 1 dUuiQuuted, and 
putting them in ray hat, handed ibem up to Billy 
until 1 could mount, for they wei^e beautieB and 3i% 
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prDOtou& to UB afi gold. Thore wag an &^ii for Giioli 
m&Q ia tho outfit and one over, and McCann throw 
aheap at swagger into the inr^uiry, '''Gend^meii^ 
how will you have jour eggs tLis rooming ?" jxint 
as though it wjis nil evi^ryday a(TaIr, They were 
issued to us fned^ hiuI I nnlurHlly FiOt ttiat the odd 
egg, hy rights, ought tri fall to lue. hut the ojjpoa- 
iug majonty was formidable, — fourteen to one, 
— ao I yielded. A nitniber of ways were auggeated 
to allot the odd egg, but tJie gambling fever in us 
being rabid, raffling or playing aardfl for it seemed 
to be tho proper caper. Raffling had few Eidri^- 
c&tes. 

"It reflectfi od any man 'a raising/* snid Quioce 
ForreE^t, oontt^inptuonslj, ^^to sngg^st the Idt-a of 
raffliikg, when wi^'ve got <^anls and h11 night to 
play for that egg. The very idea of raffling for it! 
I'd tike to eee myself pulllug sti-aws or drawiug 
nunibets from a liat, lil^e Home giggling girl Jtt a 
churoh fair. Foker ia a science; the highest coui-t 
in Texas has said eo, and 1 want some little show 
for my interest in that speclilod egg. WLai have I 
ep4^nt twenty years learning the game for, will some 
of you tell toe? Why, it lets me out if you raffle 
it." The argicmeut remamed unanswered, and the 
pla,y for it gave uitere^ to that night. 

As soon aa supper was over and the Grat guard 
had ta^en the herd, the poker game opened, cnrh 
loan being givtu ten beans for chips, We had 
only ODQ deck of cards, so one game was all that 
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oouU he run nt a tiiuoT but thura wcto six players, 
aiKl sviiuji one was frozen out another sat in anil 
book his pUee, As wood wsis pLeatlful, we h^xd 
a good firei, and tliis witli the aid of the cook's 
ijintem gave an abundance of light. We noroUecl 
A bed to serve as a table» 4at down on it Inilian 
f^iliLon, and as faat net one eeat wa» vat^nted tht^rt^ 
wftA a man ready to fill it, for we were impatient 
ftn* our tuTHH m the gfaroe. The taLk turned on an 
accident vhiob bad happened that aftornoon. 
Whilo we wore aroseing tbo North Fork of the 
Canudinn, Bob Blades nitemptod to rido out of the 
river b^low the oros^ing, when his horse bo^gud 
down. His instantly dismounted, and his hot^d 
iitttiT lloiindtiring around at^r^iuiblud out and a]t tbu 
bank, liiifc with a bnikeu l^g. Our foreman hjid 
ridden up and ordt-rnd thu borsn unBuddlnd and 
shot, to put hiin out of bis suffering. 

Wbila waiting our turaa, the ac^cident to the 
borsc was referred to several timca, and finnily 
Bladoa, who was sittiDg ni the game, tiiraod to lis 
who wore lounging around the tire, and afikod» 
"Did yon all nolioe that look he gave me as 1 was 
uncinohing the saddle? If be had been human, 
he might bavu told what that look meant. Good 
thiu^ he wari a hor^e and oould n*t realise." 

Fmm then on, tlie ynrnlngand oanTBrsation waf 
strictly hvrse. 

"it was always a mystery to me," said Billy 
UoneymaQi ^*hew a McJttcan or Indian knows sa 
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miicJi more about a horse than vaty of ob. I have 
aecu tham truil a Lorso ocroaa a oouiitrj for milea, 
riding in a Long bpe, wttli not a trace cr sign vie- 
iMt^ to me* I WM holjjing a horseman onoe to 
drive a herd of horacs to San Aiktonio from the 
lovrer Rio Grande country. We were driving them 
to market, s-nd as there were itn railroads >outh 
then, we had to take along saddle hones to tide 
home on after disposing of the herd. We always 
took favorite horaea which we did n*t wiah to aell, 
generallj two apiece for that purpose. This time, 
when we were at least a hundred miles from tbo 
ranch, a Mexican, who had brought ^on^ a pot 
burse to ridti home, thought he wouldn't hobble 
this pot one night, fant^ytog the animal wouldn't 
leave the others. Well, rieit morning liis pet was 
mluyiDg, W^ stumred tht^ country aroTind and the 
trail we had come over for ten miles, but no hnrtie. 
As the couirtiy was all open, we felt poeitive ho 
would go hack to the ranch. 

"Two days Jater and about forty miles higher 
Dp the road, the Mexican was riding in the lead 
of the herd, wlieu euddeuly he reined in hia horae, 
throwing hira back on hia haunohea* and waved for 
some of US to come to him, never taking bis eyes 
oii' what }m eaw in the road. Tlie uwner wan rid* 
ing on one point of the herd nnd I on tlie other. 
We huri'ied around tn him and both i-ode up at 
the aarue tiuie. when the Twjitero blurted out, 
* There 'b my horse 's traick,' 
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** ' "VVliat Lorse? ' afik^d the owner. 

" 'My uwii; tbe horse we lost two days ago,* 
replied the Mexican. 

*" How do you know it's your horse's track 
from tbe thousands o£ others that iill the road? ' 
demanded hia employer . 

'* ' Don TomEifl, ' said the Avteo, lifting hia hat, 
* how do I kttow your step or voice from a thou* 
aand others?* 

*^We langheil at him. Re Tiad been a peon, 
and that made hloL respect our opinions — at least 
he avoided differing with us. Bitt as we drove ou 
that afternoon^ we could aeo him id the lead, watch- 
ing far that horae's track. Several times he turned 
in his saddle and looked hack, pointed to some 
traek in the road, and lifted hia hat to us. At 
camp that night we tried to draw him out, hut he 
was silent, 

"But when we were nearing San Antonio, we 
oTerlook a numher of wagons loaded with wool, ly- 
ing over, as it was Sunday, and there among their 
horses and mules was our Mexican's mi^aing borsc* 
The owner of the wagons explained how he came 
to have the horse. The animal had come to his 
camp one morning, hack about twenty miles from 
where we had lost him, whila he was feeding griuu 
to hi»( work atof^kf and being a pet inaiated on being 
fed- Since tben, T have always had a lot of re- 
apeet for r. Greaser'n opinion regarding sj, horae." 

"Turkey eggs is tuo rich for my blood," aald 
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Bob Blades, rising from the gome. "I don't oare 
a continental who vnua the egg now, for wheoovc^r 
1 get three quG^ob ^va% ho^t by a four oard Orau', 
1 bftve mia^vinge about the deal. And olti Qidnoe 
thinlu be can st&uk cardA. He oouldD*t at^k 
hay/' 

*^8peakmg »b<}ut Mexicans and Indiana/* eaid 
Wy»tt HoundtHie, ^*I 've got more use for a goul 
horse than 1 have for either of those grEidea of hu- 
mnnity. 1 hod a little experience ever east hero, 
on (ho cut off from the ChiBholca trail, a few years 
^gp, that gave me all tlie Injun I waat for some 
tiju« to oome. A band of reueg:u!e Cht^yennos hud 
hung ah>ng the trail for several years, scaring or 
begging [laNamg hurda into giving them a beef. Of 
coumc all the uattJb herds hajl niore oi less Htmys 
among them» ho it waa easiET to out out one tif 
these than to argiia the matter. There was i^lenty 
of herds od tlie trail tbui, so this band of Indiana 
got bolder than bandits. In the yt^ar 1 *m speak- 
ing of, I went up with a herd of borJ^B bi^longing 
to n Tcixas man, who wue in charge u-ith us. When 
ve (^!une along with our bors«s — only six men all 
told — the ebief of the band, called Eunning Bull 
Siieep, got on the blafT lugger than a wolf ajid 
tlemoudcd kix boTnes. Well, that Texan wasn't 
looking fur any particular Injun that day to give 
six of his own dear horses to. So we juEt drcvo 
on, paying no attention to Mr. Bull Sbccp. About 
half a mile farther up the trail, the ohiof overtook 
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ne with &U his bucks, ftud they were an ngly look- 
ing lot. Well, tliiti time h© held up four fingers, 
meaning that four horaes would be aeeeptahle, 
Rttt the Tex3.n wils n't re(v>g;niztug the TiKltan levy 
of tai^tiou th^t year- Whtn he lefu^t^d theui, the 
Indians DCTer parleyed a momtsut, but aet up a 
' Wi ji ' and began circUag round tha herd on tbeir 
poniea. Bull Sheep in the lead. 

''As tho chief pnsae<i the «wncri bis horso on n 
run, he ;^ve a apei^iiiJ shrtll * ki yi, ' whipped & short 
carbine out of lU sciibbiii-d, and shot twice into 
the rear of the herd. Never for a moment oon- 
sideriitg consequGnees* tlie TfeXftu brought Ms buc- 
hhooter- irU/.i m-Liou- It war^ a loTig, piirty tihot, Lnd 
Mr. Bull Sheep threw his hands in the air nnd 
oanie off lilfi horae backw^id. hard hit* Th:a slioot- 
ing in the rear of the lioi^ea gave tbeiu aueh a 
aeare that we nerer checked Iheui short of a mile. 
While the othpr Indians were holding a Httle pow- 
wow ovor choir ohiuf, wo were making good itsao 
tn tho other direction, considering that we had over 
eight htindrad looao horses. Fortunately our wrignn 
mtd saddle horaes ba.d gene ahead that mominrf, 
but in the i-un we overtook them. Aa aoon as w» 
i^het^ked the herd from its snare, we tuj'ue*! them 
up the trail, stretched ropes from the wheels of 
the wagTjn. ran the aAcldle horses in, and changed 
mounts jitst a little quicker than I ever saw it 
done before or since. The oook had a saddle in 
the wagon, bo we caught him up a horso, clapped 
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Ittttfanr QD turn, and tied Inm btibiml tlie wn^on tn 
cape of an emergCDcj. And jitn. can juri bel va 
chftDgcd to our bort hones* Wbco we overtook 
tbe be^4 we ««re at lewt m mile and a bnlf from 
vhim tbo sbootiDg occuir^il. and tbera wms do In- 
dian Id »f*ht, but vc idi that they hadn't ^ven 
it npw We h(w3 o't long to wait, though we voidd 
have waited villitiglv', b^for^ we he^rd t^eir yelU 
and law the dust rising In olooda li€?hirir1 iu. 1V« 
quit the herd Knd Ttsgrm right th^re nnd roAe for 
a awdl of grotind ahead that would give xi& a rear 
Tvsvr o£ thd Acoii«r7> The Gr^t view wo caught oC 
them *a» not rery enoooraging, Thej were ndtng 
after us like fieods and kiching up a duAt Uko a 
wind storm. We had nothing but aix-^tiooteTs^ no 
good for long r&D^> The owoer of tho horsoe ad- 
mitted that it w&£ useless to tiy to ^aro the herd 
DOW, and if our eealps were worth saving it wu 
high time to make ourselves warce- 

"CaDtooment wa9 a goveTnment poet &bmtt 
twenty-five miles away, bo we rode for it. Onr 
horAeH were gooit S|m]H8h 8look, and the Indians* 
little beni-L-legged pouiea were no match for tlcto. 
But not satisfied with the wagon and herd falling 
into their han<ls, they followed us tinti! wo wera 
within flight of tbo post. As hard luck would 
htkr& it* the cavalry etntioned iitthta pot^t were off 
on some ewoort dutj', and the infantry were UB^^lesa 
in thiJ? case. When the eav^dry returned a few 
daya hit«r, they tried to round up those Indians, 
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and the Indian &^Et used hh influence, but tbe 
horses were so divided up aad scaitered that they 
vrere never reoovered*" 

"And did tho man log© Lis howcB endroly?" 
itsked Flood, who h^d anteed up his \^t heajx and 
joined us. 

"He did. Ther^ wnH, T rememt^r, a iJn horn 
Ikwjdt" up lilmut Dodge who thought ho could ro- 
llover tbetr vaJue^ aa theau wen^ ag^ui^y Indiana aud 
the government owed theui money. But all I got 
for three nionthft^ wftgi^a due mu waa tbc horflo I 
got away on," 

MoC«nu had been frozen out duritig Roundtpoe'fl 
yarn, and had pined tbe orowd of stopy-ttiUera on 
the other side of the fire. Forrest was feeling 
quite gala, and tooU n spt^uiiil dolight in taunting 
the vanqnished as they divipped ruit. 

*^Ti McCann there?*' inquired he, weJl knowing 
he wiia. "I juat wanted to a'*k, would it. be any 
trouble to poach that egg for my hreakfasb and 
aerve it with a bit of toast; l*m feeling a little 
bit dainty. You'll pooch it for me, won't you, 
please?'* 

MoCann never moved a muaole aa he replied, 
"Will you please go to hell?" 

The story- ti<]liiig eoiitiniied for flome time, and 
while Fox Quarhernigbt wns regaling us with t1i« 
bifitory of a little black mare that a neighbor of 
theirs in Kentut:ky owned, a dispute aros« in the 
card game regarding the rulca of discard and drav. 
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"I 'm too old % girtj" uitd The Rebels scgrily, 
to Forrestf '"to allow a pulleC like you to Uaob m« 
thU gume. When tt '« my denl, 1 'II diacnrd jit§t 
when I pl«uie, and it's tmntt of your buF^in^as so 
long &8 I ke«p wilLio the rules of the g»iiie ; '^ 
wLiiJi Boundod final. &ud tlie gmas ooutitiued. 

Q[Uirt«riiigLt picked up the bi'uketi tlireail oC his 
Hdrrotivti. and the first wanting ve had of the late- 
ness oE the hour woa Bull Durham oalling to us 
from the ^aroe, ''One of you fellows can h&ve my 
pliKse, juet a^ soou a£ wa play this jaok pot. I've 
got to saddle my honn and get ready for our 
guard. Oh, 1 'm on velvet, anyhow, aud l>eford 
this gAifie eiidq, t 'U make old Quince curl his tail ; 
I 'va got bim going eoutli now.*' 

It tofik me ouly a few minuter to Inse my uhaiLce 
at the tuikey egg, and I auught my IduukvtH. At 
one A. M..when our giuixl was called, the beiiQ» 
were almost t<|ually divided among Pritat, Stall- 
itiga, and Durham; and in view of the fact that 
Forrost, whom we alt waotod to aee beaten^ had 
hict defeat, they agreed to cut the cards for the 
egg, Stalliiiga winuiBg. We mounted our horses 
aTid rode out into the night, and the second guard 
rode liaek to our eamp-flra, singing: — 

*' Tvtt liftlfi ni^fiTK ujjsrjkin in bed. 

Op* EutuihI obor to du oder an' Httid, 
*Hj-" 'bout dutflliort"iiiii' broni, 
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At O&mp Suj^ply, Flood reoeived & Tetter from 
Lnvi^ll, reqiiiTsfpiiig liim to oome on into Doclga 
&Li;a.i| uf tLti u^ttle. So aStvr thti first tiighl*& caia^ 
a1>i>v0 tbe Caiiftrron, Flood cAnglitr up a favorito 
lioi-tte. informed thf^ outfit tlij^t ho waa goiri^ to 
(|uit us for a few days, and dusignatei Quiuod For* 
rest as tbe sc^undo dunng his abEcm<!e. 

**Ycru hftve % wule, o|jen eoTinlry from bew Into 
'Dodg'e/' said he, when ready to start, "and I'll 
imit« imiiiiry for you daily from men comJiig iu, 
(ir from the huckbaiinl whicb cnrriuH tLe muM Ui 
Supply* I Ul try to meet yon Mt Mulbttry Creek, 
vhLula is aboot ten miles ^uth of Dod^. I *11 
IDakft tKit to^o to-ui^bt, and yon ought to make 
tiw Mulberry lo two <ijLyH. You nil! sec thcr Bmoko 
of p&asing trains to tbo Dortli of tbe ArkansiLK, 
from the first divide #onth of MiJlierry. Wb&o 
you renoh that <!r^ck» in e^^ I don't meet yon, 
hold th^ herd tliere and thiQn or four of yoa wm 
covne on into town. Rut; T 'm almost twrtain to 
meet yon,*" lie cnllitl bhfk »» lie nxlt? away» 

*'PrIedt<** said Quince* wb«n our foreman hiid 
goun, "I reckon you didn't baudle your herd to 
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iuit the Md mat) viu-n bo l«fl us tliat time at Buf- 
{aIo Gap. But I think ho xiaed rare judgment 
tbis time lu Bel&etiiig & serpindo, Th« only thing 
tttat fr^ls me is, I 'm flfruid ho 'U meet ua before 
wo reach thd Mnlh^rry, and th^t won't give tne 
any irhauoe to go id iJiea.d likfr a vmth f^Dough forti- 
nuui. Fa^-^t 13 I h:Lve businasA there; I depoHit^I 
a few months^ wages at the Jjong Branch gambling 
houae l:ifit ye&i when 1 waa in Dod^t &ud fiiikd to 
talcc a receipt. 1 just want to drop in ;uid mnke 
ixiquirj if thoy gave me oredit, and if thi^ acoount 
ifl drawing intersRl. I ihinU it *a n-U right, for tha 
man I depoaited it with wa^ a clever fellow and 
asked me to have a drink with him just as I was 
leaving. Still, I'd like to step in and see him 
again." 

Early in the afternoon of the second day after 
onr foreman left ua, we sighted the emoke of pass- 
ing trains, though they were at leafit fifteen milea 
dietant, and long before we reached thd Midborry, 
& livery rig eAine down the trail to meet ue. To 
Forrest'ft ehagm, FIooil, all dreesi^d up and with 
& white collar en, wa^ the driver, while on a back 
ee&t Hat Don Lovell and aiii^tlier cowman by the 
name of MeNiilta. Every raacal of us gave old 
mait Don the glad hand a.s they drovv around the 
bercl, wh3e he, liberal and delighted oa n. hridc- 
groom, passed out the cigars hy the homlfui. The 
«attlo were looking fine, which put the old man in 
tigh Bpirits, and he inquired of each of us if our 
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health waa good am] if PIooJ Lad fed ne woU. 
They loitered around thQ Iierd tho roat of the oron' 
ing, until wo thrtJW off the trail to graze and eamp 
for thd nighty when Lovell declared Lis intention 
of staying :tll night with thti outfit. 

While we were cah.^hing hiJi'ser* during the even* 
ing-, Lovell came up to ma v/hbve 1 was s:u]dling 
mj night horse, and lecognujug uiu gave mu uevfi 
of my brother Bob. *^ I ha4 a letter yesterday from 
him^^* he said* '^vfritten from Rtsd Fork, whic^h Ja 
jiifit north of the Ciiun.rron Kiver over on the ChiA- 
holm route. He reports everything going along 
Ilit^ely, and I 'm eKpeolicg bun to abow up here 
within a week- His herd are all beef steers, and 
arc contracted for delivery at the Crow Indian 
Ageni.^. Ke'& not driving as fast as Fhwd, Lut 
we Ve got to have our beef for that delivery in 
better condition, as they have a new agont tlier« 
ihls year, and he may be one of these knowing 
fellows. Sorry you couldn't 8ce your brother, but 
if you have any word to seud him, I *U dolivor 
it." 

I thanked bim for the interest be had taken in me, 
And assured him that I had no news for Robert; 
hut took advantage of the opportunity to intjulro 
if our middle brother, Zaiik Quirk, waw on tl)e trail 
with any of hia ber^U- Lovoll knew him, but felt 
positive he wag nob with auy of Ida ontfilt^. 

We had an easy night with the aattle. Lovell in- 
eiBted on standing a guard, t»o ho took Kod Wheat's 
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horse Emcl stood tha first watcb* und ufter returcm^ 
to the waj;oD, ho and McNultJx, to onr great iDterefit* 
at^ued tlie merits of the diliFeTeTit trails until uour 
midnightH McNiilta had two h^rda comicg tn on 
the CKlsholm trail, while I>}ve11 hnd two herds on 
tile WcfiterD aod only one on the Chiaholm. 

Tb(? nt!xt morning Forrest^ who wji* again ra 
uhurge, ]'«ueiTed orders to crosa tbi^ ArknQf^aw 
Hiver f^hortly after uoon, and then l«t half the out-* 
fit come into town. The olJ ttail ci-oascd the river 
ttboul a mik above the prosi-ut town of Dodge City, 
Kansas, so when we ehimged horsas at noon, thd 
fint and second guards caught up tt^iF top hora^a, 
roDBadced their war bags, end donned thuii- be^ 
toggery. We oron^d the river about one o*oloo)c 
in order to giv^ the boys a g<iod bolid^y, tht^ stage 
of w:iter ninkiDg tlie river eajiily fordable, McCann, 
after dinner w^ over, drove down on the eonth 
sidti for the beue£t of a bridge which apeLuned tha 
rivor opposite the town. It waa the first bndga 
he had been able to take advantage of in over 
a thousand milos of travel, aud to-duy he apumed 
thti cattle ford a« though he had never crossed at 
one. Ooee safely over the river, and with the 
undiiratnnding that the herd woidd camp for tha 
night a)>uut »ix nule» nortli on Duuk Creek, bix 
of our meu quit \ifi ^ud rode lor the town in a long 
gallop. Btifure tlie rig left us Lu the uioniing, 
MaNidta, who was thoroughly familiar with Dodge, 
and an older man than Lavell, in a friendly and 
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fatherly spirit, Bcoing tliafc many of us were young- 
«tera, haA given as an ^airneat t^ and plenty of 
goad advioc. 

*^I 've becTi in Dndgf* every sununer since 'Tt,'?. 
%jnd the old cowniiin, '*uiid T i»ui give yoa l>9y4' 
some jHjintfl. DiHtgn is one town wlmre ihe nveMi 
uge bui] inaiii of blie Weal not onlj- finds liie equal(| 
butr fiada hiiuaelf badly liJindicn.pped.. The buffiUo^ 
bnntsra and range men have protested against the 
iron ndc of Dt>d;2:e*3 peace crtfiocra, and nearly 
ovt*ry proteel 1ms ooet liiinmn life, Xkin't over got 
the iiDpT^ssion that you can ridd your liorses into 
a eal^jun, ur shoot out tbt Hgbta in Dodge; it may 
go somowbere eUe, bnl^ it don*t go there. So I 
want to wkm van U> Ix^h^vo yourselves. Von can 
wear your six-ihootere tnUi town* but you *d letter 
Ittave tbeio at tlie firHt plmi*! yi*u stop, biJttrl, livrry, 
or business hoiiPte. And vhau you leave toWD* call 
for your platols, but don^t ride out Hbooting; omit 
that- iloiit cowboy* think it u an infringcmL-int on 
th^ir liglitfi to glvo up ahooting in town* and if it 
iit, it stands, for yoar siX'Sliotiten; are no matob 
for WiDchesterB and bnckUio:^ and. Dodgers of- 
ficers are at game a set of men aa ever (aaai 
danger." 

Nearly a generation hn» padsod Biiice MoNiiJtJi, 
tlie Tnuui cattle draver. gave our outfit tiia advic'e 
one Juno morning on tho Mulberry, inrl in K^t* 
tang down thia record^ 1 have only to scan the 
TosttST of the: peace oiSiciols of Dodge City to admit 
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its oorrectness. Among the names that griiced the 
official rofiter, during tb9 brief upan of the trail 
d^^ were the brothera Kd, Jim, and "Bat" 
MMt«TSOii, Wyatt Earp. Jatk Bridges, "Doo '* 
HolLiday, Charles BusBiitt, WiUiain Tilliimii, 
"Shotgun" Collina, Joalma Webb, Major A. B, 
Webster, and "Mysterious" Dave Mather. The 
puppota of no romance ever writt^Jn can compare 
iffith theao otEaera in fearlusancESs. And let it bo 
tinderatood, thew were plenty to protest a^iast 
their nilu ; itlmost daily during the riinge seaaon 
aaTO'i equally fearless iudivirliial deQed them. 

"Throw up ymir lianda and surrender," said an 
officer to a Texas oowluiy^ who had spurred an ea- 
oitabl« home tmtU it was reaiing and plunging la 
the sti'e^t, lerelLng meanwhils a double-barreled 
shotgun at the horat-mau, 

*'Not to yout yoo white-livered a — of a b— /' 
wan the instant reply, acoompanied by a shot. 

The officer etiggered baok mortally wounded, 
but recnvered himself, and the next instant tha 
cowboy reeled from his saddle, a load of buckshot 
through his breast. 

After the boys left ne for town, the remainder 
of us, belonging to the third and fourth guard, 
grazed the cattle forward leiaurely during the af- 
ternoon. Through cattle hcrda wero in Bight both 
up and down the river on either sidie, and od cross- 
tag tho Mulberry the day before, we lenrnud tliat 
^veral herds were holding out aa far south as that 
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stream, wbtle MoNulta bad reported over forty 
holds aa bfxving already p^sed nortliwEird on tho 
trail. Dodge was the loeetiag point for buyera 
frtjin fTtfpy quurter. Often lierda woidd stll at 
Dolg^ whose dBStiiiatiou for dtli^ery was beyond 
the YellowsLuui; in Moutaua. llenlH frequently 
changed owiiera wbeu the Luyur never saw the uit- 
tie, A yeaulitig waa a yearling and s. two year old 
waa a two year old, aud tbc soller'a trord, tbat 
they wore ^* iia good or hotter than the atriag 1 sold 
you last year,'^ was eufliciecl. Caitle were clas- 
nilkd as northern, c^sntral, and aoutbern aniniaJa, 
and, eiaept in eaae of severe droutb in the preeed- 
ing yeara, were pretty nfttrly QOiforifi in size 
thronghoiit eacsh wctiou. The prairie section of 
the SUU left ita indelible imprint on the cattle 
bi'ed iu the open comitry, while the coa3t> as well 
as tho piney woods and hla.cl['jack Hectiona, did the 
eamo, tJitia malting olaaaifiGntion oaHy- 

MuCann overtook us oarJy in thii evening, and, 
being an obliging fellow, was induced by Forrest 
to stand the first guard with Jioneynkan ao as to 
make up th« proper number of watobes, though 
with only two men on giiarrl at a time, for it wan 
hardly jKiHsihle tijat any uf bbe otiiers would return 
before daybreak. There waa much to bo seen ia 
Dodge, and aa losing a ni^ht'a aloep on duty wns 
oonsid^i'^id Dotliingt in hilarious revrvation aleep 
would bs entirely foi-goUcn. MoConn had not 
for^tten n£, but had aninggled out a quart bottla 
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to cut the alkati in our drinlriTig^ water. But a 
quart aiBongst «ight of ti» was nat Jimgeraus, so 
tile ut^ltl [KiHA^ci witliotit inuideTit, tlioiigli we felt 
A growiu^ uupiititucu to ^et bio toWD. Aa we ex- 
pectedi about sutiriae tbo next luomiag our mc^n 
qS on br>lidiijr roilc into oacap, having aever closed 
OQ eye diu'ing the entire night* Thuy bi-ought 
Word from Flood that tho herd would only griiEe 
over to Saw Log Cre«t tliat (lay, ao aa to let the 
remaindor of us ha-ve a day and night in town, 
LoveU would '>nly lu^vani'^ hslf a month**! wag^ 
^ tweiity-fiv^4* dnll^Lrs — tu Hit* i[inn> It was ainpla 
foi" any [ici'wuial ueeda, though wi* had nearly three 
months' wages due, and nci oue yjroteeted, for the 
oM nian waa generally right io his deci»ionai 
Aooording to their report the boye had had & 
bog-hilling time, old man Don having h&en out 
vitb them ail night. It sGems that MoNulta stooit 
in well with a class of pin*ctical j'olcere whioh in- 
cluded the officials of the town, and whenever there 
was anything on the tapis, he always got the word 
for himself and friends. During br«>akfjiHt Fux 
Q II ai'tyr (light ti>ld this inpidenfc *>f the evening. 

"Some profofiflor, a professor in tlie occult eci* 
enctis 1 think he called bira3elf, had written to the 
ntayor to knew what Irind of a point Uodgc would 
be for a lecture, The locturo wns to bo freot but 
he also inttmatL3d that ho hud a vard or two on the 
side up hifi skeve, by which he expected to graft 
onto some of the ooiit of the realm from the vay* 
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faHng man aa welt ns the citis$a, Tlie mayor 
turneil the letter over to Kit Masteraon, the city 
mai^lm]. wlio nn4W4-n>d it, unil iuvited the pra> 
fe^hsor to coiTje on, fissn^riug liiin that he was ileeply 
iDteresttiil iu the ocoult soleiines, i}ergo>iully, and 
woulJ tak« pleasure in securing him a Jiall find a 
date, bcaidea aQtiounoing hie coming through the 

"Wcllj ho was bilJed to dcjlivor hia lecture l&st 
night. Those old long horns, McNiUta and Lov- 
ell, got us in with the crowd, and while they did 
n't know exactly what w»s roming^ they aa^nred 
\\A tliat Vi* coTihln't H.H'iird to miHs it- Well, at 
t\vf apjMiinttJil hour in die evening, the hall was 
packed, not oiver half being able to fuul seats. It 
U aafe to say there were over five hiuidred men 
prcflent. as it was aimoiuiced for ^ vaen oulj/ 
Every gambler in town was thoro, vith a fair 
Bprinlding of eowmon and our tiibo. At tho ap- 
pointed hour, MaBterson, as chairman, rapped for 
ordeTf and in a neat little spu^oh announ(>ed the 
object of the tnpcting. Bat mentioned the latrk of 
interest in the WeKt tn the higher ai-U and aeteiieeit, 
and be>^po]ce our caE^ful attention to the Buhjeet 
under cooBideration for the evening, lie said lie 
felt it hanlly neccBs&rj to \trge the importance of 
good order, but if any one had oomo out of idle 
ourioaity or bent on tnisohief, as ohainaan of tho 
mooting and a peace oflicer of the eity, he would 
oertainly brook no intermption- After a faw other 
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appropriate rernarlcs, he introduced the jfpealier as 
Dr. J. Graves- Brown, iJie noted acientiat. 

'*Tlw profes*jr was stn oily -ton gii^} fellow^ and 
led off on thu prelude U> lux Jectitnr, vrLile tlic an> 
dieuco wu as quiet aa mice and oa grave as o^b, 
After he bnd spoken about five mirutea and ^aa 
gtjtting wnrmo^ up to bis subject, ho mftde an ns- 
BL-rtioQ whj^li Ronndod tx littlu tis})y, and eomu one 
back in tbe andieiioe blurted out, ^ Thnt 's a 
damned li^/ TLti fipeal«!r halted in hU discourao 
aui^ liKtked at Mastf^rHGn, who ^rose, and, drawing 
two aix'shootera, loob^ the aiidient*e Qvar s.h if try* 
ing to locate tlie ofFeiu^tr. Lnying the guns down 
on the table, he Uifunued the meeting tbat an- 
other interruption would coat the offender his Ufa, 
if be hnd to follow him to the RJo Grojide or the 
British poaaeasions. He then allied Ibo proEeasor, 
aa there would bo no further intorraptionB, to pro- 
ceed with his leeture. The profesBor heatiated 
about g^ing on, whyn Maateraon assured him that 
it was evident that hia audience, with the cxeept^ion 
of one skulking coyote^ was deeply interetiled in 
the aubjeet, hut that no one man could interfere 
with the freedom of speech in Dodge as long as 
it wiia a free country and he was city marehoL 
After this little talk, the speaker braced up and 
laonchod out again on his leeturo. Whep he wa3 
<>nee more under good headway, he h,id oci>asion 
to relate an exhibition which he had witnoft^e-d 
while studying his profession in India. Tha inei> 
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dont Tclatod was n, trifio rank for anj one to fival- 
low raWf ivlion ilw aacoQ party who bod intotruptud 
bsfor^ 9Sinq cat, ' That 8 ^nothor damn Lie.* 

**MastorftoD oune to bU feet lika a flimh, a gun 
ID each hand, Haying, ^ Stand up, you measly ekunk, 
HO I can see you-* Half a dozen men rose in dif- 
ferent pArtfl of the houHU und out horn At him, 
A.nd as tkey did so tlie tigltts went out and tlio 
room filled with smoko. M^.^jt^rsuu w^ blazing 
Away with two guns, wbit^h so lighted up the roatrum 
that wo could aco the prof aaaor crouching under th» 
table. Of ooursa thoy w^^re using bUink cartrjdfciis, 
but the auclbnoe raised the long yell and potired 
out through tb^ windows and doors, and the leotur« 
W]4« over. A couple of polioe cnni€ tn ls.t«rj tto 
MctNuIUl 4&]d, ffiMM>rtt-d tbi3 professor to his room 
Ed die botel^ and quietly Fulvi^ed him that Dcxlgn 
was haidlj ^raj^ble of apprei^iating anything ftO 
adviuioed as n lecture on the occult sciences.'* 

BreakfikBi over, Uonejinan ran m the rcmwia^ 
anil we caught the beat boraos in our mounts, <m 
which to pay our reapeota to Dodgo. Forrest de- 
tnilnd Rod Wheftt to vrranglfi chs horses, for we 
int«ndk^d to take Honeymau with ub. As it was 
only abnut aix inJli^a over to the Saw T>ig, Quinca 
adviied thnt tliey graie along Duek Creek until 
nftitr dinntT, iind thf?:n gruze over tf> the former 
Stn-'am duritJt- the afUrniooii. Bufore leaving, wti 
rodo oYci* and Lookfrd out the ti"uil aft^r h l<*ft 
Puck* for it waa quite puaaihlt* tli^t wo might re* 
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turn during tbti niglit] and vs requeatml MuCmin 
to Imng nut the lanteritf elevated on tlie end oF 
tlie wagou toDgii^i aa a l>ea<toii. Alter taking our 
bearings, we reined southiraird orer the divide to 

"The very first thing I do," said Quinoo For- 
rest, aa we r<xle Ji^iaureLy iilong, "after I got b 
shave and hair-out and buy what few triohia 1 ne^, 
ii to hunt up that gambler in thd Long Branch, 
ftnd aak htm to take a drink with ue — I took the 
parting one on hini. Then I ^11 HJmpIy set in and 
win book every dtiLIar I litat there last year. 
There's &ODietbing in thL^ northern air that I 
bresitbe in this momijig that tella me that this ia 
my lucky day. You other kida had butter let the 
gamoB aiono and aave your money to buy red Bilk 
haudkerohiefe and scxla water and such harmleaa 
jimorat»ks." The faot that The Rebel was tun 
y&^T^ }us senior never entered bis mind as be gave 
U3 this fatherly advice, though to be sute the ma- 
jority of iin were bia jun^of^ In yeara. 

On reaebjng Dodge, we rOdo up to the Wright 
Houses where Flood met us and directed our caval- 
cade across the railroad to a Itvery stable, th^ pro- 
prietor of which was a friond of Liovell^s. Wo 
unsaddled and turnod oiir hordes into a largo cor- 
ral, and while wo wore in the oflioe of the livery, 
aurrendering our artillery, Flood eam« in and 
banded cai-h of us twenty-Sve dollars in gold, warn- 
ing ua tbjit when that was gone no mare would be 



DODGE 



Itt 



fe 



aJmnced. On receipt of the moncy^ we soBttered 
like piutri<lges before a gimDer. Witbin an hour 
or two, we bognn to return to the atabk hy odcb 
Had twoe, and woro etowing into our saddle poeltete 
our purchases?, whieh ran from oeedlea and thread 
to .45 caTtrMges, every mother^s Bon refle<?ting the 
nrt of the barber, while John Officer had his bloud 
mustache!! hWlcpiiRiJ, waxefl, and crurled like a 
French danoiug maflter. "If some of you boys 
will Loh! him.*' said Moss Strajhorn, coiuiuentiug 
on OfG<ier'a appearanoo, ''I 'd like to take a good 
smell of him, juat to aee if he took oil up theM 
where tho end of hia net'k 'a huirt^d over/' As 
Officer nlro^y hud scvcr^il drinks eomfortahly 
Btnw^d away under bid belt^ and stood up stcoTig 
nvK f(?et two, none of us voluntf^ered. 

After paisldng away our plunder, we sauntered 
around town, drinking moderately, and viiiiting 
ihe various saloona and gambling housea, I eluiigf 
to my bunkie. The Rebel* dining the rounds, for 
I had leaiiied to like him, ami had confidence he 
wnul<i lead me into no tndiseretiona. At tbo 
Long Branob, wo found Quirjco Forrf^st nnd Wyatt 
Roundtree playing tlie faro bank, the former keep- 
ing cases. They never rooognised us, but were 
answering a great many question!*, a^ked by the 
dealer and lookout, re^^rding the posAible vohmi^i 
at th© eattle drive that year, Down at anotlutr 
gambling house, The Rebel met DeQ Thompson, 
A faro dealer nob on duty and an old cavalry coxa* 
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ivide, &&d the two cro&ied arouud for over an h^ur 
Jik« loDg loot brotliera, pledging anew their frieii<U 
chip 9Vor aeverol social gleasea, in which I -nas 
ftlwaya inoludod. There wat} pc tolling bow loikg 
thia fonnioti would Lure lasted, but happily £or uiy 
eaks, Lov«U — who had been a^eep all the morn- 
ing — atarted out to round ue up for diiiiior witli 
biiu at lie Wright House, which was at that day 
ft f&moiiH bostelry, patronized Aloiost exoluBively 
by tha Texnjj cowiaen and cattlu biiyerit, 

Wc Dnide thu rounds of the gambling bouaeti, 
loolciag for cm crowd- IVe ran across tbrea of 
tbe boys piking at a monte game, who caine with 
US reluctantly; then, guided by LotcII, we atarted 
for tbo hong Branch, where we felt certain we 
would tind Forrest aod Roundtreo, if they bad 
any money left- Forrest waa brokot wLioh made 
him roody to come, and Koundtree, though quite a 
vioner, out of deference to our employer'^ vriabes, 
cashed in and joined us. Old ms^n Don could 
lianlly do enough for ufl; and before we could 
rea(]b the Wrigbt House, bad tintd us up against 
three di^erent bars; and whik I had confidence in 
my iiav]ga.ble capacity^ I foiiud they were conung 
just a little too fa^t and free, seeing I bad scarcely 
drunk anything iu three months but branch water. 
As we lined np ab the Wright Hoiue bar for tbd 
final before dinner, Tbo Kebc!, who was etatidiag 
next to me, entered a waiver and took a oigar, 
vbicb I ondoratood to be a bint, and I did likewise- 
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Wo Lail a spWJid i.liiinur. Oar outfit, with 
MoNulta, flcouiued a tcu-cliair tabic, wLile ou tLo 
oppoHite aiile oF the room waa ADotht^r large tablet 
occupied prinfiipall^ by drovers who were waiting 
for tboir harda to urrivo. Among thoso at tho 
lattQt tablet whom I nocv remember, was "Cncle" 
Heury Stoveus, Jesse Ellison, "Lum" Slaughter^ 
Jobn Blocker, Ik^Piyor, '*Duii" Houflton» andlaat 
but not least. Colonel "Slmngbfli'* Pier<ie. The 
latter was posaibly tlje iuobI widelj hinjwn uowDmii 
between tbe Rio Gntude and the British posses- 
sioBA. He stood aix feet four in hia stockiikga, vras 
gaunt find rEiw-btined, and the possessor of a voioo 
whicb, oven in ordinaiy oonversatioD, ooold be dia- 
tinotly lieard across this street, 

''No, I'll not ahi|i acy more cattle to your 
town," «aid Pieree to a cattk Holicitor during th« 
dimier, his voio*» in rigbteona indignation resound- 
ing like a foghorn thi'ojigh tho dining-room, ^'nn- 
til }'Ou hdjust your jLLi'dLL^H charges. Listen! I 
Ufla go Tight up into the heart of your cJt^ and gab 
a room for myself, with a uiee clean bed iu it, 
plenty of soap, wator, and trowela, and 1 can occupy 
that room for twonty-£our houpa fcr two bits. 
And yoiit Btoekyar<ls, away out in the auburha, 
WTiDt to rJiarge mo twenty cents a head and let 
luy BtetT stand out in the weather." 

Art»?r dinner, ull tbe Ixiys, with the exception 
of PriHflt and myself, returned to the gambling 
houses oa though anzioua to work overtime. h&- 
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fore Icdvirg: the hotel, Fom»t ofToctod tli« loan of 
ita from Houm^tree, and th^ two returtii^ to tho 
Long Branch, whilo tho others as oagerly sought 
out A monU) gumo^ But I waa fascinated with tho 
oonversatiitn of these oIJ cowmen, aotl eat around 
forwveral hours Ibt^ning Co th^iryaTii)* and cattle 
talk. 

^*I was SE^DIog a thousami beef HtecrB oue time 
to aomo Yaakee army contiactor*/' Pieice was 
narrating to s. circle of Usteaera, "and 1 got tJio 
iden. that they wei'S not up to snuff in receiving 
cattJo oat on the pr&irie. I waa holding a hc^rd of 
about three thoti^nitd, and tbey hoJ ogreud to toko 
a ruuiiiiig out, whioh showed th^t thtiy had the 
receiving agent flxed. Well, my foreman and I 
wece irouMtiiig the (tattle an they li'dmn ti«twj<en ns. 
But tb(» iteer* were wild, ^ong-Wgged (toasters, and 
came through tietwuun us liJto soared wolvei. 1 
had lost the count scvei'^l tinier, but giie&sed at 
thtm ancl started over, the cattle atill coming like 
a whirlwind; and when I thought about nine 
hundred had pnsscd ua, I out them off and sang 
out* ' Here they oome nnd there thoy go; just an 
even thousand, hy gatliudf What do you make 
it. Bill?' 

"'Just an even thousand, Colonel," replied my 
fopuiua.n. Of course the wintrat*tors were counting 
at tike fianifi time, and I sup|H)se didn^t like to 
admit they could n't count a thousand oattle where 
Anybody elae oculd, and never asked for a reoount, 
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3 paid for thBm> They h&d bii-od 
&n outfit, and held the oattle outside that nigbt, 
but tliB next day, whea tbey cut th&m into our lots 
nnd shipped them, they were a huDdred and eigh* 
teen ishiitl. Tliey wanted to cnme hank on aie to 
make them good, hut, ahuoks ! I waa n't roaponsihle 
if their Jim Crow ouLdt loat the cattle/' 

Along early tn the evening. Flood adviaod ub 
boya to tetum to the herd with him, but nil the 
crowd wanted to stay in town and boo tbo sights. 
Lov«Il intercede in our hebalf, and promised to 
flee thnt we left town in good timo to bo in oamp 
before the lierd was ready to move the next mom- 
lug. On this af{«nranee, Floixl saddled np and 
started fi>r the Saw Log, having ample tinii.'^ to 
make the ride before dark. By this time most of 
the boys had worn off the wire edge for gauibling 
Aud wero comparing notes. Three of them were 
broke, but Qninoc Forrest had tamed ttie tables 
&nd was over a olean himdred winner for the day. 
Those who had no money fortunntely had good 
credit with those of us who had, for there was yet 
much to be seen, and in Dodg« in '82 it took 
muTtey to see the elephantn Tiiere were several 
variety thaatrea, a number of dance halla, and 
other reaortfl which, like the wicked, flourish best 
under darkneaa. After Gupper, just about dnak, 
vo went over to the stable, caught our horsofl> 
addled th^m, and tied them tip for the night. "We 
fully aspeoted to leave town by ten o'clock, for it 
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waa a good tfrelre mile Hde to the Baw I^og. In 
makiug tLe rouuda of tbe v&rlety tbeatrea and 
dftnce tuLUa* w<» lituig together. Lovoll excised 
himisclf early in tho evfiniag, and at paitiug WQ 
assurod him tlint the uuttit would leave for uainp 
before niidtiight- We were enjoying cmrselv^a 
immensely over at tlie Lon<; Star dam-e hall, wh&n 
an iupidunt occurred in wLJch we entirely oegluoti^d 
tlie gooil advjce of McNnlta. and had the BeoBntion 
vi heaiiDg lead wliiatle and cry around our eara 
bc/oTo we got away from town. 

Quince Forrest waa spending his wirmiDgs as 
well as drinking frooly, and at the end of a quad- 
rille gave vent to liis hilarity m an old-faabionod 
Comanche yell- The bouncer of the dauee hall of 
course had his eye on our tirowd, and at the end of 
a ch[inge, toob Quince to t^sk. He was a surly 
brute, and instead of ootiehing his request in ap- 
propriate language, threatened t^j throw him out of 
the house. Forrest stood like one ahaent*minded 
and took the abuec, for pbyHically he waa do match 
for tho bouncer, ^ho was armed, moreover, and 
wore an oflicor's star. I w&b danoing in the same 
Bet with a red'hearletl, freckled-faoed girl, who 
olutehed my arm and wiahed to know if my friend 
wn» armed, I asanred her that he was not, or we 
would have liad uolic« of it l>**fore the hooncer^e 
inreetive was ended. At the eonolusjoa of tlie 
dance, Quince and The HeLel passed out, giving 
the reat of ua the word to remain as though do- 
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thing was wrong. In the oonrse of Livlf an hour, 
Priost rotui'Dcd ottd a&kud ufi to take our loavo ond 
At » tinier without attracting' any attention, rind 
mnist at the stable. I reniiined until th^ last, 
and noticed The Rebel and tlie botincer talcing 
a drink together at the bjir, — the former apjiar- 
caitlj 111 a ttioat ammblti mood. We passed out to> 
gether Bhorlly aftcrwaiil, and found the other LojA 
mounted and awaidug onr return^ it being now 
about midnight. It took but a moment to aocure 
our gntia, and onoo ;n the Gaddle> wo rode through 
the town in the direction of the herd. On the out- 
akirtfl of the town, we halted. "I*ua going back 
to that danee hall," aaid Forrest, *^and hav^ one 
round at lea^t with that woman-herder. No man 
wbo walks thia old earth eaii iiiault me. aa he diil, 
not if he has a hiinditsl stiir» oo liiin. If anj uf 
yoLi don't want to go along, ride right on to camp, 
hut 1 'd like to have yen all go. And when I toko 
hifl mesiaure, it will be the aignol to the rcat of you 
to put out the lights. All that 'fi going, como *m" 
Tbero were no dlsaenterB to the progtamme. I 
saw at a glanee that my bnnkie waa heart and bouI 
in tha play* ftnd took my cue and kept my month 
shut. We etrtiled round the town to a vat-ant 
lot withm a block of the rear of the daui^ hall, 
Honeymac was left to hold the horses; theu- lak* 
ing off onr belU and hanging them on the pommehi 
of our saddles, we aecreted oar six-shooters inside 
the waiatbjuids of our tronaers. The hall was still 
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oroirded with the revelers when we entered, a few 
At a tiJueT Forreat and Prioat being tlie last to 
ftmre. Forrest had changed hats with The Rebel, 
who alwAyfl wore a blaok ono, smtX aa the hoimcor 
43irculated around, Quiuoe atepjiod stjuai'ely in 
front of him, Thore was no waste of words^ but 
a gun-bant?! flaslied iu tho lainpliglit, and tb( 
btiitucer, structc wiTib tb<f six-»liof>r«r, ftill like n 
beef. Befoi* tbt* Imwildered spentators notild raiao 
JL hand, f v<i frix-ab voters were turae^l iyto the ceil- 
ing. The lights went out at the first fire, and 
amidst the rush of men and the screaming of wo- 
men, we reached the out.'^ide, and within a minute 
Wei's to our e:Ld<lloa. All would havo gone well 
bad we returned hy tbe samo routd and avoided 
the town; but nft&r croBsing tbi* railroad track^ 
anger and pride having not been properly aatisfied, 
we must ride through the town. 

On enleriug the main street, leaditig north and 
opposite the bridga on the river, aouichoJ)' cf our 
party in the rear turned his gun looae into tbo air, 
Tho Rebel and I were riding in the lead, and at 
the clattering of hoofa and shooting behiud us, 
our horsGB started on the run, tbe shooting by this 
lime having become gC'Dernl. At tbd seeond street 
crossing, I noticed a rope o£ fire belching from a 
Wiiiebester iu the dtwrway of a atore hnihling- 
There was no duubt iu my mind but we were the 
objeet of the manipulator of that oarbiiie, and aa 
we reached the next croaa Btreet, a mau kneeling 
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it\ the shadow of a buildkig oponod fire en aa vitb 
A tiU-aiiooter. Priest rcmcd In bis boree, mid not 
having wasted corttidgoa in tho op^-nir shooting, 
returned the compliment until he «mf>t]^ hif gun. 
By thie time eveiy offii7*?r in tho town waa throwing 
hind after ua, some of whirh cried a little bw close 
For comfort. When tb(*pewas no loogtirany Hhoot- 
ing ckii our jl^iiks, we Liu'iied hito n ci-093 street and 
soon loft iLe lead behind ufi. At the out^klrtA of 
the town we slowed up our boiees and toolc it lei- 
iurciy for & roile or so, wlien Qivince Forrodt h^ted 
us and said, **I 'in guitig to drop out here and see 
if any one follows vis. I wjiot to ho alonCi so that 
if any offiuera try to follow us up, I «BJi have it out 
with them."* 

Ab thcfi^ wail no time to lose in parl^yin^, nnd 
ft3 he had a g(iod hcra^?, wo rode away and left 
bim. Ob reaeLiiig oariip^ we secured a few houra' 
■Jeept l>ut tbe ueKt uiorning, to our burpriiie, For- 
rest failed to appfiar. We explained the situation 
to Flood, who said if ho did not show up by 
noon, be would go back and look for him- W9 
all folt poeitivo that be would not dare to go 
baok to town; and if be was lost, aa soon as the 
flUTi arose be would be able to get his beaTiDg;s, 
While we were nooning about spven miles north 
of the Saw Iji>g, noma ooe notli^ed a. buggy eom- 
ing up the traib As it came nearer wo saw that 
Uiero were two other occupants of tbo rig besides 
tho drivoT. Wheu it drew up old Qninoe, still 
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w<4iriTig The RtlKTra hat, stepped out of the ri^, 
dm^gvd out fais sftddle from under the Beat, and 
mvitod liis ^wmpaniona to dimier. Th^j both de^ 
vliued, vbcn Forreat, taking out his porao, h-andcd 
a twenty-dollar gold i>iece to tlio driver witli &a 
oath. He then eekud the oth&r- ma.a whftt he owed 
him, hilt the latter very hatighlily declined any 
n^rompt^Qse, Jiml the ^^ouvyyante druve-away, 

*^I Aappofie you felluwa doQ*t know what jill thta 
meanfi," snld Qiiinoe, aa he filled a plate and ^at 
down in the shade of the wagon. "Well, that 
horse of mine g^t a bullet plugged into him It&st 
night aa we were Jeavin^ town, and before I oou]d 
get him to Duck Creek, he died on nie, I carried 
my aaddle and blanket? until daylight, when I hid 
in H dr«w and waited for something to turn up. I 
thought Bnme of you would <wnie back and look for 
mo fi(jmedi(i«T for I knew you woidd u*l tmdoratatid 
it, whoD all of a auddon here couiee thii^ livery r!g 
along with that drummer — poing out to Jetmore* 
I believe he said. I explained what I wunted, but 
he decided that his busineaa was more important 
than nune, and refused mo- I referred the matter 
to Judge Colt, and tho judgo decided that it was 
more important that I overtake thia herd, t 'd 
havij made hini take pay, too, only he acted so 
mean alxuit U.*' 

After dinner, fearing arrest, Forrest took a 
horse aud rode on ahea.d to the Solomon RWer. 
We vrere a glum oatSt that afternoon, but after a 
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gorA night'ft rest were again as fresb as dataies. 
Whfin MuCunii startftJ to get. breiiUffist, be tiitig 
hifl cu^t UQ tUfi tod i^f tliti w^a^D nnli wLilti hb 
weot for A bucket of water. During hU Absence, 
John OQicet WIS noticed clipping aometliiiig lute 
Bumuy'd coAt pookct, and nft^^t breakfast wbc^n our 
cook went to his eo^t for his tobacoo, ho uacai'thed 
a lady^s cambric handktrrcbi^, ntc«]y embroidetod, 
and a silver mounted garter- He lookt^l at tbe 
artic'lea a moment, and, grii5j>mg the situation at 
a glance, ran his eye over the ontfit for ihe <ml- 
prtt. But there was mit a word or a vuils. Jlv 
valWed over aiiJ thivw the aitioleH into tbe fire, 
reiQUrkiug, ^^G<wd whiskey ^id bad womea wUI 
bo tbo tuln of jou 7armiiit» y^t." 



CHAPTER XIV 



BtaUOHTKA 8 BfilDQB 



BcKtis bound for points bciyoni? tli^ Y^llowRton^y 
in Moiktanti, always r^ousidered Dodge &s ihe. h:ilf* 
way LiDcImark on tliH tisi,ii, though wc; hud hiirdly 
covered ^alf the distance to the destination of our 
Circle Dote. But with Dodge ia our rear, all felt 
thiit the biiokbont- of the drive w&s broken, and it 
was only Ibo middlo of Jitno< In crdor to divido 
Uve night warh raote et|uita.bly, for the remainder 
of the trip the rir^t and fourth guards changed, 
the seeond and thml rt?mnining as they were. We 
had begun t« feel the scarcity of wood for oook- 
iug purpoj^es some tiniH pastf ami wtiile criiSi^tEig 
the plain!! of weatera ICiiiii^^tB* we wei'e frequently 
foi'ced to report to the old bed grounds of a year 
or two previous fvr cattle chips. These chips were 
a poor aubatitute, and we BWung a cowsUin under 
the roaeh of tho wa^on, so that when we encoun- 
tered wDod on creeks and rivers we could lay in 
a anpply. Whenever our wagon wa» in the rear, 
the riders on either side of the herd were always 
on thfi gkirrriish for fuel, which they left alougsid^ 
tliB wagon tnLt'k, and our I'ook waa sure to stow it 
away underneath ou the cuwskiu. 
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In spite of ^ny eSort oa our part, the longth of 
the d^xyn made loag drives ihe rule- The Oftttle 
could be depended on to leave the bed ground nt 
dawn, and before thii outfit oould breakfast, aeoure 
mountfl, and overtaite the herd, thej would often 
have gi'aaed forward two or three miles. Often 
we never threw them on the trail at all, yet when 
it came time to bed them at night, we h^nd eov^rat] 
twenty miles. They were long, nicmetonoTis dayaj 
for we were always iiiiELuen to eighteen hoiira In 
the saddle, while in emergencies we got the beuefit 
ol the limit- We frequently saw inirageB, though 
we were never lo<l aatray by shady groves of tim- 
ber or tempting lakes of water, tmt always kept 
within a mile or two of the trail. The evonin^ of 
the third day after Forrest Uft us, he returned as 
we were bedding down the eattle at dnak. and on 
being assured that no officers had followed ns^ rt* 
Bumed his plaee with the hi^rd. He had not evi^n 
reached the Solomon River, but had stoppei! with 
8 herd of Millot^a on Big Boggy. This creek he 
reported as bottomless, and the Millet herd as 
having lost between forty and fifty hea<l oE cattle 
En attempting to force it at the regular oroeatng 
the day before hi9 arrival. They bad Boouted the 
Greek both up and down ginee without £nding 
a safe oroesing. It oeemed that there had he&n 
unufiually htavy June rains through that section, 
wliifh aeeounteil for Boggy being in its dangsrous 
fM)ndition. Millet*^ foreman Iiad not iioBHidered it 
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necosaarj to teet »ucb an insignificant stream until 
h^ got a couple of huudr^l Lead of c^ittls Hoaa* 
dcring ID the mire. They had saved tLo greater 
portion of the loired cattle, but quite a numbor 
veiTo tramploct to doftth by the others, and now 
the regular proaGiuR was not approachable for the 
BteQch of dead cattle> Flood knew tbe etream, and 
BO did a nunib^ir of our outfit, but none of tbem 
bad any idea that it could get into such an impRHS' 
able condition as Forrest reported. 

The next motutng^ Fluod started to the east and 
PrieBt to tho west to look out a cro&aing, for we 
were then witliin balF a d^y'fl drivia of tbe creek* 
Big Bogfgy paralleled tlie Solomon Kiver in onr 
fi-ont. the two not being more than five mites 
apart. The confluenoe was far below in some set- 
tlements, and we must k«)ep to the weetward of all 
tmmigration, on account of the|fPowing<?ropB in tha 
fertile valley of the Snlomon. On the westward, 
bad a favorable crossing been founds we would 
almost have had to turn our herd baekward, Eor 
wo were already witbiu tbe half circle which ttia 
creek described in our front. So aft^r the two 
men left lis, we OiUowed the herd to graze forward, 
keeping scverul milen to the westward of tbd trail 
in order to |-ct the benefit of the beet grasiing. 
Our b^rd, when left to itself, would graze from 
a mile to a mile and a half an hour, and by the 
middle of tba for*?noon tbe timber on Big Bfiggy 
and tbe Siilomou beyoud was sighted. On raaoh- 
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ing tbiH laat divicle, Home one aighte^ a herd Rbt>ut 
five or SIX inil^H bo the ea,Ktwar(l and nearly parallel 
vitJi us- Aft tliej wi^rti thre-e or four milea beyood 
the trailt we could easily see tliai tUey were graz- 
ing along like ouiJ^elves, aud Forrest waa appesded 
to to know if it was the Millet havd. He said not, 
and polntod out to tho northeast about the loeation 
of tbQ Millot aattle, prcbfLl>ly tivc miles in odvanoe 
of tbe Btr&nger on our right. When we oyertoolc 
our w^on at noon, McCnnn, who had never left 
tlie trjul, rejiorted having seen the herd. They 
looked to him lik^r 1ii»a.vy het^f cUittli?, And hud tw^J 
yoke of oxeu to their eLuck wa,goD, whioh aerved 
further to proclaim them &s strangers, 

Neitht^ Priest nor Flood returned daring the 
noon hotiT, and when tha herd refused to lie down 
and rost longer, wo grazed them forward till the 
fringe of timber which grew along the streeju 
loomed up not a mile distant in our front. From 
the '^ou^se we wore trriTeling, we wonld strike the 
urei^k several mileB above the regiilur croi^aing, and 
OH Forrest rejwrt^d that Millet was holding below 
tho old oroaaing on a small rivulet, all we could Aa 
Tra.H to hold oar wagon in the rear« and await the 
return of our men out on fkiout for a ford. Priest 
was the tirat to i-otitrn, with word that he hod rid- 
den the cre^k out for tweoty-five miles and had 
foimd DO croaHiDg that w<>uld be safe for a mud 
turtle. On hearing this, we left two men with the 
herd, and the rest of the uutfi.t took the wagon. 
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went on ta Bo^gy, and mftde c^ftinp. It vqa a de- 
oeptive-lookiEig BCru^m, not over fifty or sixty f^et 
wiH^' Id pl»of^ tlK< ciirreikt liatiyl}' moved, kIulI- 
lowiug and deepening, from a few inebeB in placea 
to sevoral feet in others, with ;ua oco^onal pool 
thtd would swim a Lorse. We [rrobod it with polea 
until we wero satiaiiod that we were up against ft 
proposition differeot from &nytbing wq had yet en- 
oouQterod. While we were diaciiaaing the situa- 
tion, a Atranger rode up on a Hne roan horse, and 
inquired for our foreman. Forn^F^t itiformed liim 
that our lioas wan aw»y Inoking for n eroHsing, hut 
we were expectiug^ Lla return at aJiy time; and 
invited the Btranger to diamount. He did ao, and 
threw himself down in the shade of our wagon. 
He waa a smaJl^ boyish -looking fellow, of sandy 
ootnpleKion, not much, if any, over twenty yeore 
old, and nmiled eontinuonaly. 

"My name is Peto Slaughter," said he, by way 
of introduetion, '*and I 've got a herd of twenty* 
eight hundred l>eef steers, beyond the trail aitd a 
few milea baek, 1 Ve Ijeen riding ?inee flayhrenk 
down the creek, and 1 *m prepared to state tliat the 
chance of crossing ia aa good ri^ht here as anj- 
where^ 1 wanted to sce^'our foreman, nnd if ho 'U 
help, we '11 hridgo her. I 've been down to see 
this other outfit, b»it they ridicule the idea, thongh 
1 thick they'll come around all right, I borrowed 
their ai^, and to-morrow morning you '11 see me 
with my outfit cutting tunber to bridge Big Doggy. 
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7Iia.t *ti riglit, boys; it*s the only tLin^ to Jo. 
The tnxiLlf! la 1 've ouly got eiglit lucu *lU tu!J- I 
don't aim to travel over eight or ten milea a Jay, 
RO 1 don't need a big outfit. Yoa say yoar fore- 
man's name is FLooJV Wvll, if ho don't rotu:*u 
befoi'O I go, some of you tell bim that ho 'n wii«t- 
ing good time looking for a ford, for tbero ain't 

In the converaatinTi which followerl, w« l^nmed 
that SIftiigbtar was drhing for his brother Liim, a 
vidi^ly known cowmao and drover, whom we had 
Been in Dodge. He had Htarted with the grass 
from north Tesaa, and hy the time he reached the 
Platte, mEmy of hia herd would be fit to ship to 
mturhet, and what were not wrtiUd h^ in good de- 
mand as feeJera in th^ corn b^lt of yaateni Ne- 
brfiska. He asked if w« had eeen his herd dnring 
the mornings and on hi*aring we had, got np and 
asked Mt^CaJin to let hiin see onr Axe. Tliis he 
gave a critioal exam i nation » hefort^ he tiionuted Ids 
horse to go, and on learlni; «aiJ, — 

"If your foreman don't want to help build a 
bridge, 1 want to borrow that axe of yours. But 
yon follows talk tf> hitn. If any of you boys has 
ever bet^n over on the Chinholm trails you will re- 
fnember the bridge on Hush Cr^ek^ south of the 
f ^hitf Kiv^r. I binlt that bndgi? in a day with 
an outfit of t«n men. Why, shut^ks! if these ont^ 
Cta would jmll together, we could cross to-uiorrow 
eveuiag- Lota of these old foremen don't like to 



216 THE LOG OF A COWBOY 

listen to & cub like me^ but. ho\y sn&ks^l I'tq 
boen over the tviiil oftener tlian any o£ tliem. 
Why, v/hea 1 wasn't big enough to m^tj » hand 
with tho hotdy — only ten ^'eu'B old, — in ih& dayB 
wlion ve drove to Abilenu, tbcy n^^ to send me 
in the leSid with nn old cyliufler gim to shoot at 
the buffaJo arid aoare them off the trail. Aitd T 've 
tn^ule tbe trlji every year sitice. So you tell Flood 
I when 1i9 oomea in, Lhat pHte Slaughter V3A L^re, 
And that he '» gfoiug to build a bridge^ and would 
like to have hlin ftud Jiia outfit help/* 

Hftd it xxQl been for faia jontli and perpetual 
nmllo, W4? might hnva tFilcon youn^ Slaughter more 
Beriouely, for botli Quint^e Forroat and The Btbel 
remrmber^d the bridge on Ru«]i Creek over on 
the Cbii^holm. Still tberti wiiH im air 4.»f oonfideut 
ttsHiinuioi^ in thit yaung fallow; and the fa^t that 
Le was tlie truEttt-il fort^mnn of Lum Blaughter, in 
cbargpo of ii Yalunlilo hui-d of cattlei carried weight 
with thoAo who knew that drover* The most un* 
woloomc tliought in tho project wna that it required 
the flwiii^n^ of an axe to fi^U trooa and to cut them 
iuto the necGEsnry lengths, and, aa I havo said bo- 
forn, the Texan never took kindly 1o manual labor. 
Diit Priest looked favorably on tho suggettion, snd 
ao riiliHted my »u}>|iort, and even |xitiited out a 
■pot where timber wna most nbiindant as a siut- 
flblo idnou In bniJd the bridge, 

^'Jltiirn Hrc," uaid Joe Stallinga, with infuiite 
00nt«tnpt, " thera 'a thousands of pliu>eG to build a 
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Iridgf?, &d3 th« timber 'a tLcre. but tbe Maa h to 
cut it/' And bU sdutiinentg fouaJ a be&itj ap* 
proral in tho mnjority of the outfit* 

FIockI K'tumod Iftte that tiviMiing, baving rtddGn 
AG far down the creek as tbc first sottlcmont. Th« 
Rebels aotnewtiAt antagonized by the attitude of 
the majority, i-eporttifl tbe visit and moasage left 
for him by young Slaughter. Our foreman knew 
liirtt by ^nerid reputatiuu umotigst tr&il bosses, 
and wlieu Priest vouuhtid for htm na tbe builder of 
tbe Rusb Creek bridge on tba ChiBbobu trail. Flood 
wud, *'Wby, I crossed my herd four years ago on 
tbat Rush Creek bridge within a week after it wad 
built, luid wondered who it could be that hiid tbe 
Dervd to undart^ke that taak. Rush is n't ovor h^ 
fta wide a bayou as Boggy, but aho 's a true little 
aiflter to thin miry filou^b. So he 'a geiug to build 
a brirlge auybow, is he? " 

The nert morning yoiuig Slaughter was at our 
damp befora sunri^^e, and reevi^r ouee meutiouiitg 
tia biiaineea or waiting* for tbe formality of an in- 
Vitatiua, proueecled t>j pour out & tiu oup of coEfee 
Aud otherwise provide himself with a, aubstantl^ 
breakfast. There waa something nmnaiog in tbe 
audacity of tbo f^^Uow wlnoh all of ua liked, though 
be was fifteen years tho junior of our foreman. 
MoCann pointed out Flood to him. and taking hla 
well-loadwl ]Aa.te, h« went over and ant down by 
mir foreman^ and while he ate talked rapidly, to 
Bulist OUT outfit ju tbe building uf the brldgr. 
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T)i]ring breakf&st, the oiU6t list^rif^d to th& two 
bosses as they diaoussed the fea*ihility of tits 
pNiject, — SlrtiighLei- *?iitbusiastiu. Flood i-eserved, 
mid aakjug all sorts of questiuns oB to the iui>dn 
of ptoctsdm-e. Yvutig Peto met tverj question 
with promptneaa^ And assured cur Foremaa that 
thii butldlug of bridgt^ vr&8 h\& lou^ Buit. Aftt^r 
bruiLkfaat, the two fororaiin lode oft dowti the oreek 
together, and within half an hour ShLughter's 
wiigon and remvda pulled up withiu sight of the 
regulat' cTOSAifig, and Bhorlly aft^i-warda' our fore* 
loaiL returiit^d, and orJi^red our wagon to pid] down 
to a eliitii|i oi ooCtonwoods whit'h giew ul>ont half 
A mile hu]ow oiir cajujj. Two mi^n wcr« det-aihid 
to look aftm^ oar hi^rd duriug the d^y, and th« 
leraainder of ua returned wilb our foreuiau to the 
site Stikcttitl for the bridge. Ou our ariival three 
axes were swiuging ugainat aa many cottonwooda, 
and thore waa no doubt iu any one'e mind that we 
were goiug to be iindev a new foreman for that 
dny at least. Slaughter bad a big negro cook who 
swuBg a,a B^xQ m a. manner whioh bespohe bim a job 
for tha dn,j, and M(?Cann waa infitructed to provide 
dinner for the extra, outfit. 

The aite chosen for tlie brld^ was a miry "bot- 
tom over which oozed three or four inches of water, 
where tJie width of tho stream wap about six^ feet, 
with aolid banka on either aiiie. To get a good 
foimdalion waa the most important multor, but tho 
brutib from the trees would a^ipply Iha material fop 
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tfeat; and within an hour, bmah hegan to arrive, 
*lrn,gged from the pommeU of saddles, aJid waa pilt^l 
hitu the Htr^iam. About this time a call weut out 
for a voluatber wlw could drive DXen« for the darkj 
waa too good aa axeman to he recalled. As I had 
drireii oxen b.3 a. hoy. I was going to offer my aer- 
viceiii when Joe Stalling^ eagerly volimt^rcd in 
ordm- to avoid using an axe. Slaughter had some 
extra ohatn, and out four mules were preaaed into 
servioe aa an extra team in snaking logs. As Mo* 
Cann was to provide for the inner man, the mule 
tparn fell to me ; hil<1 jmtting rny »i.ddle un tlie nigli 
wheeli^r, 1 r<ide j^iiiiti]^ yasi Mr. Stfilllng^i as ho 
trudged alongside his two yoke of oxi;n. 

About ten oVlock in the morning, George Jack- 
lin^ the foreman of tho Millet herd, rode up with 
aeveraJ of hia men, and seeing the bridge taking 
shiipe, turned in and aaaisted in dragging bruah for 
the foundation. By the time alt handa knooked 
off for dinner, we had a foundation of bniKh twenty 
feet wide and fonr feet high, to say nothing about 
what had sunk lu ilia mire. The loj^ were ctit 
about fofirteen feel long, and old Joe iind 1 bad 
Moaked them up as faat as the axemen could get 
Ihcm ready. Jacklin returned to his wagon for 
dinner and a change of liorsca* though Slaughter, 
with plonty of B6flUTaa<*o, had invited him to cat 
with uii, and when lie declined had remarked, with 
no lees oon6dence, "Well, then, you *1I be ha.ok 
nght after dinner- And eay, bring all the men 
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you can spn.ro; atid if yuu 've got any gunny ruwlcA 
or old tarpaulins, bring them; and by all mwina 
don't forget your spade/' 

Pebe Slaughter wa» n barsL mAsteTt conndeHo^ 
ho was workirxg volunteer labor; but then we all 
Mi a common iatorofll in the brMgo, for- if Slaiigh- 
tor's boevee c<fuld eroaa, ours ooiild, and &o could 
Millet's. All the men dragging brush changed 
horses during dinuGr, for th<!re was to he no pause 
in piling in » good foundation as ling na the mute- 
rial was at ham1. Jat^kUii aiid Ins outfit returned, 
ten strong, and wltii tlurly im'ii at w«j[l4. ihe btjdga 
grew. They begai) Uyiug the lo^a on the bru^h 
rtft^r diuner» aud the work of ftodtiiug; the bridge 
went forward at the same time. The bridge stood 
about two feot above tho water in the creek, but 
when near the miidlc of tho struam witB reached, tiie 
foundation gave way, and for an honr ten horses 
weru kept bu^y dragging bniab to titl that sink hole 
iintit it woidd bear the weight of the log*. We 
had uj«ed ell the ac^eoptable timber on our Ride of 
tbrt streuin for liaK a mile either way, a^d yet thei-e 
were nut enough log» to complete the bridge. 
When we lacked only seme t6n or twelve logs. 
Slaughter had the boys sod a narrow strip ocroaa 
the remaining bru&b, and th^ horsemen lod their 
mounts aeroas to the farther side. Then the axe- 
men crossed, felled the ne&re^t treea, and tbe last 
logs were dragged up from the pommela of our 
saddJee. 




SLAUGHTERS BRIDGE 21^1 

It aovr only remained to sod over ajid dirt tliA 
bridge thoroughly. With only three spades the 
work was alow, but we cut aod with axes, oud after 
■evBral houK* work had it fiiiiehed. Tbe two yoke 
of oxen wei'u driven acroBS and biLc<k for a t^^t, 
frnd the bHdge stood it nobly. Slfi.ughtor then 
hmnght np )iw rtmnda, and whila the work of 
divLing the bridge was still going on, crossed and 
recrossed bis baud of saddle kor^teH twenty tuneUi 
When the bridge looked completed to every ono 
else, young Pete advise<l laying stringera aoi*o»a <tn 
eitlior aido ; ao a numbur of amaU trees were felled 
and guard rails strung across the ends of tbo lo^ 
and staked. Tbeu moi-e diit was carried in ou 
tarpaulins and in gunny sacks, and eveiy chtnk 
and crevioe filled with ^ud and dirt. It wa^ now 
glutting rather lute in tlm aftemooo, but during 
the liniiibing binchert, young Slaughter hnd dis- 
imtohed hi.i outfit to bring up hU herd; and at 
th« sanio time Flood bad aent a numbor of our out- 
fit to bring up our cattle. Now Slaughter n&d the 
Tc&t of us t<>ok the oxeu, which we had unyoked, 
and went out about a quarter of a mile to moot his 
herd coining up- Turning the ojten in the load, 
young Pete took one point and Flood the other, 
iind pointed in the lead fattle for the bridge. On 
reaehing it the eattle hesitated for a moment, Jtnd 
it looked as though they were gt>ing to balk, but 
fianlly one of the oxen took the lead, and they be* 
gan to cross in ahnoEit Indian file. Xhey were big 
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icMT And five year oM beeves, auad too miiDy of 
tt«m on tbe bridge &t one time might bare sunk 
St, but Sltughtep rode ba^k down the line of oattle 
ftud oaJI«ii to tli« men to hnhl them buck. 

'^Don't crowd the cattle/* he shoute^l, ^*Give 
tbem all tbe time they want* We 're in no hiuTy 
DOW ; there 'a lots of time," 

They were a, fiill half hour in crosaing* the chain 
of eattld takiug the bridge oevcr for a moment 
being broken. Otioo all were over, hia men rode 
to tlio lead and tijmt?d the herd np Tioggy, in order 
io have it well out of tliu way of ours, which were 
tlien locnung up to Ntglit, Slaitghter aaketl Flood 
If he wanted thu oxeu ; and as our ca.t,tte h^id never 
seen a bridge in their livefi* the foreman decided 
to U90 them; so we brought them back and met tho 
herd, now strung out ncoj'iy a mile. Our cattlo 
were natui^y wild, but we turned tbe oxen iti the 
lead, and tJie two bosses again taking tbe points, 
moved the berd up to the bridge- Tbe oxen were 
again alow to lead out io crossing, and several 
biindred head of cattle liad coiigestt^d in front of 
the new bridgfi, luakirkg us all rather nerv^ous, 
when a big white ox led off, bla mate foDowiug, 
and the herd began timidly to follow. Our cattle 
required careful bfindling, and not a word waa 
epokeu as wo nursed them forward, or rodo thiougb 
tbcm bo scatter large bimohea* A number of times 
we cut tbe train of cattle off entirely, as tbey wera 
congesting at the bridge entrance, and, in crossing. 
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sin&u aa<i cn^wded fio that sevei^ were forced off 
tlid bridge into th« mir^. Our Lerd oroe^ed m 
(*onstdt*tably Wa time than did Slaughter's beeves, 
but wu Lnd fivti h^jid to pull out; thiu, howvvf^r, 
wiLS cciLsidtired notliiog, ni^ tli^y were Uglit, aud tho 
mire was as thin aa soup. Our wagou aod sad- 
dle horsea crossed while we wei^ puliiug out tho 
bogged cattle, aad about lialE the outfit, taking tho 
herd, drifted them forward townrda the Solomon. 
Since MOlet intended cro^ia^ that evening, herds 
were lilcBlj to be too thick for safety at uight. 
The Sim wiiB h^irdly an hoiU' high when the last 
h4?rd came up to (txjss. The oxen were put in thd 
lead, a>* witli mira, ajid all f(mp of the oxwn Uaik 
thd bi'idge, but wheu the cattle reached the bridge, 
they made a decided balk and refused to follow th9 
oxen. Not a hoof of the herd would even aet foot 
ou the bridgOi The oxen were brought back sev- 
oral times, but in epit« of all eoBxing; and nnrf^ing, 
and our best endeavors and devioea, they would not 
rUlc it. We worked with them until dusk, when 
nil three of llie foremen decided it waa useless Co 
try longer, bnt both Slaughter and Flood promised 
to bring back part of their outf&ts in the nionjiiig 
and ni^ke aiioblier effort. 

lyicCauu*^ caukp-fire piloted ii8 to our vraj^, at 
least throe milea from the bridge, for he had laid 
in a good supply of wood during the day; and on 
our rLirivfil our night horaea w&ro tltsd up, and 
ftvetything made ready for the night. The n^xt 
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vaoming we ^aHed the herd, but Flood took four 
of lift with tim and went back to Big Boggy. The 
Millut hen] was nearly two miles back from tlie 
briclgi?i, whtire we fonrirl Slau^ht^r at Jiti.'kltii*B 
WDgon; and neveral more of hia meii were, we 
learned, cotoing over witJi the oxen at about ten 
o'clock. TKa.t hour was conaiderod soon enough 
hy the boauos, &» the Leat of tbe day would bo on 
tho herd by that time, which would tnahe tliom iaij* 
"When the oien sjrnvi^d at th^ bridge, we ro<3e cut 
twenty strong and lined the cattle up for another 
ttial. They had gi'asef until they wer« fidl and 
sleepy, but the nu^iuory of Mime of r,hi.-ni wap^ too 
vivid of the hours they had fcjieiit lu the sluny ooae 
of Big Boggy ouce on a time, and they began null- 
ing on sight of the atream> We took them back 
^nd brought them up a ae<:ond time with the same 
results. We then brought thcni nround in a cir- 
cle a mile in diameter, and afi the roar end of the 
herd w^e paasing, we turned the last hmtdred, and 
throwinir the oxen into their lead. »tart«d them for 
the bridge ; but they too eulked and would have 
none of it- It was now high noon, so we tnruei? 
the herd a^d allowed them to grH.ze baok whili; wo 
wont to diiiuer. Millet's foreman was rather dis- 
couraged with the outlook, but SUiight«r eaid they 
must be oroaaed if he hod to Lay over a week and 
help. After dinner. Jacklin asked ua if wc wanted 
a change of horses, and as we could see a twonty 
mile ride ahead of U3 in overt&king our herd. Flood 
accepted. 
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When nil vaB rcndj to Etart, Slaughter made ft 
•uggofttiou. "Lot^B go out,'' lie eaid, "and briu|- 
tham up slowly iu a solid liady, aud whon wo ^lit 
thorn opposite the bridge, roimd tliem in gratkially 
Hs if we were g*>ii];g It" li^d th«ni down. 1 'U taki^ 
a \<nig lariat to my wliite wliui-let', aud wlii/n tliey 
have quieted dowu pt^rfeutly, I Ul It-B/d old lllaniiti 
tlirough tbem and auroes tbe bridge, aad pi>a=tibly 
tbey'Ji foUovF. Theresa no use crowding them, 
for that cnly exeit^e them, and ii you ever atni'b 
them Riillinj^, the jig '* up. They 're uieo, gontlo 
cattle, but tlioy've been balked onoo and th«y 
have a*t forgotten it.*' 

What we needed right then was a lender, for 
we wei-e a.11 i^eady to catoh at a ntraw, flud Shkii^h* 
tor's AUggei^tiou vra.^ welcome, for be hod estub- 
liaLed Limaelf iu oui' gixid gt^^ioea until we pre- 
ferred him to either of the other foreakeD aa a 
leader. KJding out to the herd, which were lying 
down, we routed Rad started tbcm baek towards 
^^^y- Wliile drifting them back, we Dovcicd 
a front a quarter of a mile in width, and aJi we 
neared tbe bridge we gave them perfect freedom. 
Slaughter hrul fatight out his white ox, and we 
gi'ailually worked tlieui iiiti> !i IkkK. covering per* 
hi'Lpti ten }i(u'9a. IU frout of the bridgei St^veral 
0m<dl bitm^bes ^.ttemptetl to mill, but p^uia of us 
rode in aud split tbem up, au<l. after about half an 
hour's wait» they quieted down. Then Slaughter 
xode in whietltng and lez^iug hia white ox at tbe 
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«nd of a tbirty-five foot larUt, knd aa he rode 
through th&m they were ao logy tLat be had lo 
quin them oul of tbe way. When he cam« to the 
liri^lgB, he stopped the nhite wbe«lei" until every- 
thing had tjiii»?l*id down; tlieu be W old Blanco 
ou agattt, but giving bim all tbe time be ueeded 
urn! stopping every few feet. We held our hreath, 
aa oue or two of the herd started to follow him. 
but tbey shied and turned back^, and our hopes of 
tho tnoment M'oro cmsbi^. Slanf^btor dotaioed tho 
ox OD ih& bridge for aeveral luinut^af but seeing 
it vtJLs unelese, be diamomited and drove him back 
into tbe herd. Agntn and n^iTi he tried the ^nme 
niAe, hut It waH of no avLiil. Th<?ri w^ tlit-BW the 
herd buck about hjilf a Enile, nud on F]ooil*s sug* 
geation cat o£f possibly two hundred head, a bunc^h 
which with onr ntimberB we ought to handle readily 
in Bpite of tbeir will, and hy putting the ir r^muda 
of over a hundred suddlc boracs in the immicdiato 
lead^ made the experiment of forcing thvui. Wo 
took the saddle hordes down and crossed and ro- 
crossed the bridge several times with tbem, and as 
the c^attle narue tip turued the horses into the lead 
and beaded for the bridge. With a cordon of 
twenty riders around them, no animal could turu 
back, and the borsea croasfid the brida;e on a trot, 
but tbe cattle turned tail and positively rcfuAod 
to have anj-thing to do with it, W© held them like 
a block in a viae, bo oompaetly that they oould 
not evBn mill, but they would not cross the bridge. 
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When Tt beoame Qviilent that it vras a fniiTleitA ef- 
fort, Jiu?felin, uBually a very f|ititt mnn, gave vful 
to a fit of profanity whioli would hfivj* jmt the 
artuy in Flaudei'3 to ^jame. Slaughter* A(iiuowli<-i.t 
to our amusement, reproved him: **Doii*t fret* 
man; this ia Qothin^, — 1 balked s, herd once in 
crosaicg; a railroad track, and after trying for two 
dny3 to orofta tbeui, hiul to drive ten mUes and 
put them under a culvert. You want to cultivate 
p:tri<*riee, yo«ig fellow, when you 're hitidling 
dumb brutta.'^ 

If Slaughter's ilstrky oook iiail Sieen thereabouts 
then» and sugj^estod a means of i^ettiug thnt herd 
to take the bridge, his suggestion would have been 
velcomed, for the bosaea were at their wits* ends. 
Jaoklin awore that h& would bod that herd at the 
CDtranoe, and hold them there ucitil they starved 
to death or crossed, before he would let an animal 
turn back. But cooler heads were present, !ind 
The Kebel mentioned a oertain Rclage, to the effect 
tha,t when a bird or a gir1» ha did u% know vrhloh, 
ei>u]d t^ing and would n^t, she or it oii^ht t'l hu 
m&d& to Biug. He suggested that we hold the four 
oxen on the bridge, cut oliF fifteen h>>ad of cattle* 
and give them such a running start, they would n't 
know whieh end tlieir heads were on when they 
reaehed the bridge. Millet's foreman approved of 
the idea, for he was niireing his wrath. The four 
oxen were accordingly eut out, and Slaughter and 
one of hia men, taking theut) started for th«i bridgi 
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with instructioiia ti) bold tLtna ou the midi^le. Tbe 
test of 113 took about a dozen head of light cattle, 
brou^rtLt ttiem witbln a hiindrod yards of the hrid^, 
thon wicli a yoil Bt^tvtod them oa a mn from which 
thcj ooald not turn back. They struck the oD' 
trance Bqimrely, and we had our first cattle on the 
bridge. Two luen held tlie entrance, aad we 
brought u|i another hunch in the aaiii^ maruer, 
whinb fiilrtl the bridgu. Now, we thought, if the 
herd could be brought up alovly, and this bridge^ 
ful let off in their kad. they might follovr. To 
jimu a herd of cattle aoroa» iu this maaner would 
have beeffi shaoLcful, aii<l the forcmau of the herd 
knoir it as well as any one preseuti but uo one 
pt'Oto^ted^ Si) we left m&n to hold the 4^ntraitC6 ae- 
curalj and vtmt hack after the herd. Wheu we 
got them within a quarter of a mile of the creek, 
we cut off abmtt two hundred head of th'^ leaders 
and bmiight thnm aroiuid to the rear, for atuuiigjit 
thcHfl leoilftrh were certain to be the ones whii^b had 
heen hogged, aiul we wanted to have new leaders 
in this trial. Slaughter wa§ ou the farther cud of 
the bridge, ojid oould bo depended on to let the 
oxen lead off at tba opportune moment. Wo 
brought thflm up oautiously, and when the herd 
came within a few rod^ of the creek the cattia on. 
the bridge lowed to their matos in the hard, and 
Slaughter, cutisidering the timu favorable, opuutid 
out and allowed them to leave the bridge on the 
farther side- As soon as the cattle started leaving 
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on the further side, we dropped bftck, and the lead- 
ers of t}io Iwrd to tbo niicibur of a dozoui after 
smelling tha ircGh dirt und aoGiDg tho otbors erooa- 
ing, walkud cantioualy up on tlie bridga. It was 
a moment of GXtreme sinxiety. None of us spoke 
n. wort), bot the eHttiu urowJiDg off the bridge at 
the farther end stt it vibrutitig'- That was *inough i 
ihey tiirued a» if p^mio-atrit'ten and nisl^ed ]*ack 
to the body of the herd. I was &lmoat afraid to 
lijok at Jauklin- He could aearcelj speak, but he 
rude over to nic, ashen with tq^g, ftnd kept repeat- 
ing, '^WeJl. would nt that bv^t helll " 

SlELughtor rodi) bat^k agto^s the bridge^ and the 
mei) oaiud up and gathtit'ljd ai-oitud Jaekliii. We 
eeem^ to bflve run the full length of our rope. 
No one even hnd a BuggBstJou to ofTer, and if any 
one had had. it needed ti be a plauaible one t« 
find upprovfil, for hope teamed to havo vaniahed. 
"While d]8i;iiHfd[ig the situation, a one^ejed, pox* 
marked fellow belonging to Slaughter's outfit gal* 
loped up from the ronr* and said almt^st breath- 
lessly, ^*Say, fellows, I sec a (low and coif in the 
herd. Let 'a rope the calf, and tho cow i^ wure to 
follow. Get the rope around the calf's neek, and 
when it chokes him, he *a liable to bellow, and thjit 
will call the steers. And if you ntsver let up on 
the ebokiug till you get on the other Bide of ihm 
briflge^ 1 tliink it 'U work, Let 's try it, anyhow." 

We all appi-ovetl. for we kuew lJia.t uoxt to tlio 
«meU of blood, nothing: "i^ ^tir range cattle like 
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the beUowingtif a. calf. At t1i« mere sii^eation, 
JacklJirs meii scattered into the bttrd, and within 
a few tniuutea wo hud a rojw ruunfl (h]ji> aach oS tbe 
oalf . Aa tLe roper eam^i throu^li lL« litird leading 
tbe c&lf, ths frantio mother followed, with & train 
of oxcitod »toors at Lor becle. And as tbo calf was 
dr&ggcd bellowing across the bridge, it waci fol- 
lowed by excited, etruggUng ateers who never knew 
whether they were walking on a bridge or on terra 
prtt^n^ The eicitemeat spread through the herd, 
and they tliioketii^d aronnd the entrance uatil it 
waA iieoj^H^arj Id hold theni hai^k, H.nd only l^t 
enough pasH tu ktep the cLsim unbroken. 

They were nearly s. half hour in crosaing, for it 
WAS fully as large a herd as oursj nnd when the 
last animal had i^osaod, Pete* ^Slaughter etood up 
tn his sttm^ps and led the lon^ yell. The sun 
went down that day on nobody's wiatfa, for Joek- 
lin wflA BO tickled that he ofi'ered to kill the fatteflt 
beef in his herd if we would stsy overnight with 
him. AU three of th^ herds were now over, but 
hail not this hertl bailee*! on ns the evening be- 
fore, over nine thoiHaiid cattle wordd liave erohtted 
&k,ughter*H bridge the day it waa built. 

It was now late in the evenings and as we had 
to wait flomo little time to get our own horgcs, wo 
stayed for supper. It was dark before we set out 
to overtake the herd, but the trail whb plain, rtnd 
letting our horeee take their own tiine, we jollied 
along until after midnight. We might have missed 




SLAUGHTER'S BRIDGE 



231 



the camp, but, by the mereet cJiauce, Pi'ieat sigliteJ 
Dur cdtni>-tir^ a mile oS tbo trail, thifugh il hiul 
burned to embers. On reaching ciuiip, we ctanged 
ftoddlos to our ikight horses, and, oulliii^^ OfBeur, 
were ready for our watoh. We were expecting 
the men on guard to ^all ufl stny minitta, and while 
Priest wits txplainin^ to Ofifieei' the trouble we 
had biul m epoftsin^ the Millet herd, T dozed off to 
slec^p thi^rt; 03 I aa^t by thi; rekindled, emhtir-ti- In 
that mlnnte's aleep mv mind wandered in a drenui 
to my home on the San Aclttnio River, but the 
next moment I vas arouaad to tlie denumda of the 
honr by The Rebel abjikiug me and saying. — 

"Wahe up, Tom, and take a new hold- Thoy 're 
CAlling us on guard. If you expect to follow thg 
trail, son, yon must learn to do your sleeping in 
the winter." 
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Aptkh laAving the c*ountty tributary to tW Solo- 
mon liiver, we (grossed » vi'h tabletaod for nearly 
n liiitiilrtHl niile^, tut<\ with tli^ ex<;epL]OD of thr 

Uiy of a Dame. Weetero Kuhaaa was tbcs <;]aasi- 
fied* worttUj too, as belouging to the Great Amer- 
ican Deaerl, and moat of the? <joujitry for the JuHt 
five hundred mjlea of our coareo was onlitlud to a. 
flimilar doaoription. Onoe tho fraEthncss of spring 
haii passed, the pl^iln took on lier natursit sunburnt 
color, nnd f3ay after (lay, as far ns the eye could 
reaob. the monotony w:ia unbroken, eax^e by the 
variations of the mirHge^i on ever^ haniL Ejtcopt 
at morning and evening, we were never oiit of 
Bight of tbew optical illusioua. sometimes miles 
away, and then again close up. when an ai»t*lopo 
Btanding half a mile diataiit looked as tat! h3 a 
l^iraffe. Frequently the lead of the herd would 
be in edipt^e from these ilLu^tonB, whon to the moa 
in tlie rear the horsemeit siud eatOo m the l«fid 
would appear liko gianta in an old fahy story. If 
the monotony of the sea can he ehai-ged with dull- 
ing men's Hensibilities until tbc^y bei^ome. piritE^a, 
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miroly this ilosotate, arid plain mrglit be Gqua-IJ^ 
chaTgod with tho wrongcLcuig ot not a iav of gur 

On crossing tlift railroad at Grinnell, cur fore- 
inan rBi^eived a letter fi-um L*vell, directing hini 
to go to Culbertson, Nebrai^ka, anil there meet a 
mat] who was biijiug borstih for :% Montana ranch. 
Our employer bad bla business eye open for a ^xis- 
nble pupcbftser for our r€mnd<£y and i£ the horses 
cxtuld be sold for delivery after the herd hud reaohed 
its deiitiiiatioik, the oppoi-tuikity was not to he ovct- 
lookei. Accordinj^ly. on r^auhing Beaver Creek, 
wb&re we enoaoipei:!. Flood left ub to rido through 
to the K«tpijbti4^sLzi River <hiring the night. The 
trail crossed this river about twenty miles west of 
Culbertriotj, and if the Montana horae buyer were 
jet there, it would be no trouble to come up to 
the trail crossing and look at our horaea. 

So after guppor^ and while we were catching^ up 
our night horse's, Flood said to ud« ^'Now, boys, 
I 'm going tb loave the outfit and herd under Jog 
Stalling^ aa segvndo. It 'a hardly ueeeasary to 
leave you under anyone »h forenmii, for you all 
know your pWea. But Home ona inuat be made 
resiiousible, and one bad \Hihs will do leA»4 bnriii 
than half a dozen tlmt might u^t agree* So yoa 
can pat lioneymon on guard in your place at night, 
JoOt if yon donH want to stand your own watcb. 
Now bohave yourselves, and when I meet you on 
the Eapublioan, I 'U bring out a box of oigars und 
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Imtc It oliarged tip n» axle greaM) when we get 
ffnp])li«9 at Ogxiftlla. And dou^t at up all night 
telling tool stories/' 

"Now, that'« what I call a gw>*l <^ow hoBS," 
5&id Joe St^inga^ &3 our foremaii roio away in 
the twilight ; " beaiiloa, ho usod p:is^blc good judg- 
mvDt in BQk'i^ting a go/fundo. Now, HQnojxuttJif 
you heard whiit he said- Billy dear, I won^t rob 
you of ikii r>haiioe to stand a guiLrd^ McCann, 
hAVK you gat on yumr neict lirit of supplies uny j»m 
and jellj {nr SiindjLys? You have? Tliitt '» riglit, 
son — that s&vea jou fi^m standing a g;iiard to 
nigUt. Officer, when you come off giiard at 5.30 
iu the morning, boihl the cook up a good tire. 
Let me see; vi'b. and I 'U dctiiil young Tom Qujrk 
and Tho Rcbttl to grcoao the wagon fUid hamosa 
your mules before at^ivting in tho moming, I 
want to impress it on your mind, Mi^Crtnn, that I 
can apprecmle a thoughtful eook. What 'a that, 
Honeyman? No, indeed, yon oan^t ride my night 
barBfi. Love me, love my dog; my horra i^liares 
thifl »tnap. Now, I don't want to l>o under the no- 
ceasity of Bi>eahlag to Jiny of you first gUBTd, but 
flop into your aaddli^s ready to take the herd. My 
turnip aayB it 'a ui^^ht o'clock now." 

** Why, you vo miHsed your calling — you 'd 
make a fine second mate on a river steaiuboatt 
driving niggers/' called back Quince i'orrest, oa 
Ui& fii"st guard rode away. 

"When our guard rBturned, Otfioer Euttinlioaally 
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vftlke^ AoraBs StiilMtiga's becl, and <^}itohing h& iptir 
In tlie tarpaulin, fell heavily atrow our ^fjuudo* 

"Excuse me/' aaidJolm, rismg, *^but I was jiuit 
iiOEiiig aroiuitl looking for the foremaD. Oh, it *a 
you, IS it? I jast wonted to ask if 4,80 would n't 
bo plenty e&ily to build up the fire. Wood's ft 
little doaree, but 1 '11 bum tho pmirioa if you aay 
flo> That 'a all I wanted to know; you may lay 
down now and go to Bleep." 

Oiir camp-fire that night wag a gond one, and 
in the ahsfnne of Floo<K no one felt like going to 
lied liutll drowBineaa rompelJed ua. ^o we lounged 
around the tire smoking the lioura aivay» and in 
BpitQ o£ the admonition of our foreman, told atories 
far into the night. During the <*arlY portion of 
the evening, dog stories oaeupisd the boards. As 
tiiG eremag wore on^ the Bubjeotof reviei ting the 
old Stales came up for diaouflsion. 

"You all talk about going back to llie old 
States," said Joe Stalliugs, "but I don't take very 
frien[31y to the idea- I felt that way ooce and 
ivt^nt home to Tennessee j but I want to tell you 
that after you Iiyb a few years in the sunny Soutt- 
west and get onto her ways, you can't stand it 
ba<^k there like you thiak yoii oan- Now, when I 
went baek, and I reekon my relntionfi will averago 
up pretty well, — fought in the Confederate army, 
rote the Democratic tieket* and belong to the 
Methodist ehuroh, — they all seeme<l to be rapidly 
getting Iceoed. Why, my uncles, when tliey think 
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of plaAtLDj; the old buok field or the widow's acre 
into any cro^, ihey first go projeeti&g around ia 
tLe soil, und, as they eay. analviie it, to eee wh^t 
Icind of u fertiliser it will require to produt^b the 
best r^snltn. Bauk there if one man raises ten 
&creH of ourn and hia ueiglibor riiises twelve, the 
one raifiing twelve U Aiire to look npon the other 
ne though he l^ked enterprise or h^ modest Am* 
bitioaa* Now, op around that old cow town, Abi- 
lene, Konsaat it 'a a common sight to see tbe oorn- 
Iteldfi etr&toU out like an ocean. 

''And then their- 5tot;k — they are all locoed 
about that. Why, I kiiow people who will pay 
a hundred dollars for airing a oolt, and if there 's 
one drop of mongrel Mood in that aire'a veitH for 
ten generationa back on either Aide of hia aneestral 
tree, it condemns him, though he may bt> a good 
liorae otherwise. They are strong on stitndard 
bred horses; but aa for me. my mount la all right. 
I would n^t trade with any man in thia outfit, with- 
out it would be Flood, and there's nono of thom 
standard bred either. Why, shucksf if you had 
the pick of all the standard bred horaea in Tennea- 
see^. yon could n^t handle a herd of cattle like oura 
with tliem, without carrj^ing a oommixMary with 
you to fet;d them. No; tliey would never Bt here 
— it tfl'keB a raiige'taist^d horee U> run cattle; one 
that can rustle and live on grasfi- 

** Another thing about those people back in those 
old States : Not one in ten, I *U gamble, knowc tho 
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teacJiOT he seada his children to school to. Bat 
whetk he lias a pfo&tiatng oott to be shod, thd owner 
go&9 to the bl.-vcksmith shop himself, and he and 
the amith v^ill ait on tbo bai!k aill of the ebop, and 
ih^y will discutiB hov to shoe thut (Uly bo a« ti> 
^ve her cerUin Usee notioTi wbioh ^e ^eema to 
need. Prohably, says one, a little weight on her 
loe would giv& her reach. And there they will sit 
and powwow and make medic^ioe for an hour or 
two, And while the blaokMnith is sboeiug her, 
the owner will tell him m confidence what a won* 
derful biirat of speed ahe developed yestcTday, 
while he was speeding her od the back stx'etch, 
And then just 08 ho turned her into tho homo 
ttretch, ahe threw a ahoe and be bad to eheek her 
in ; but if there *d been any one to catch her time^ 
he w&B certain it was better thaD a two-tun clip. 
And that same colt, yon oould n't cut a lame now 
ont of the alinile of a tree on her- A man back 
there — he 'a ri<di, too, though hi^ father made it 
— gave a thousand dollars for a pair of dog9 before 
they were born. The tenna were one hnif eosh and 
tho balance when they were old enough to ship to 
him. And for fear thoy were not the proper miia- 
tard, ha had that dog man suj^ him in court for 
the balauoe, so aa to raabe him prove the pedigive. 
Now Bob, there, tbinka that old bound of hii* Sm 
the real stuff, hot he wouldn't do now; almost 
every year llie fttyle changea in dogi4 back in the 
old States. One year maybe it 'a a little white do£ 
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vriih reii eyes^and iht verjoext it *« a loni^ bench* 
le^ed, blacik dog witli a, Dut^h u&juq that nglit 
now I dtaremember- CoDimon old pat hounds and 
everyday yellow dogs havo gone out of atyle on- 
tiroly. No, you can nil p> back that wiiat to, but 
as long as I oan hoU a job with Lovc^ll aiid Hood, 
I '11 try and worry along in my own way." 

On finUliiEig \m littlvyarn, Stallings arose, a%y- 
mg, "I must taka a Irstt^n to niy m^ti oti lierd. It 
jilffAys frete lue for fear iny men will ride loo uaar 
tho cattle/^ 

A mmuta later be called us, and when aevoral of 
lis walked out to where he wua liatening, we recog- 
nifiOfJ Rf>undtroe'8 voit^o, sing^iug:^ 

'^ LitUa blni^k bnlt D&niQ dovn ihe hillndet 
Dh>wn tLii hEllffid«, dovTt ihc hillrade, 
UtUti bWk bull uniuti dvvtn ihe LEUudfl, 
Long timci ag**-" 

"Whenever tuy men sing that song on guards it 
inaUs me tliat evurytblug is amply serene/' remarked 
our segniifio, witt tbe air of j^ Beld-marslial» as we 
walkod back to tbe Hth. 

The tiy&nmg ha^d pas^d so rnpidly it was now 
Eilmost timo for the e^Ktond guard to bo called, and 
wben the laten&se of the bour was announcod, we 
skurried to our bkaketa like rabbits to Cbeir war* 
rena. The second guard iistially got an hoiir or 
two of Bleep before being called, but in the ab- 
eenre of our regulfir foreman, tbe mice woidd play. 
When <mr ^ard was oalled at one ^j'ctock, as 
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ii«uiil, Of[i(L4ir delayeH us several mwutes looVmg 
*nr his Bpurs, and T took tli© chance to nsk Thy 
Ri?l]f'l why it was that lie never wore Apur^, 

"It *a becau£» I'm p»uperHtitiott», hoa,^^ he an* 
BwereJ. *'I own a fiue j>air of silvtir-plated apurs 
thftt have a liUtory. auJ if joa 're ever at Lovell'a 
rauuh I '11 show them to yxju. They wer« given 
to me by n mortaJly WO\miio<i Fedoral offioor the 
day the lattld of Lookout Mountam was fought, 
1 was an ordtrrly, oarryiog diapntches, and la paas- 
ing through » wood froiTi whiiih tin* Union army 
had heea riM*ent1y driven, this offiuer was Hitting 
at the i-oot of a tree, fatally wuanded. Tie mo* 
Lioneid luc to him« aud when I diamonnted, he 
said, * Johnny Keb. pl^ast: gixe a dying man a 
drtnlc.* I ^aTd him my c^nteett, And after drink* 
iDg from it he continued, * 1 want yoti t4> haiti my 
ipiic*. Take them off. Uaten to their hjstoiyi 
aA you have taken them off mo to-duy, so I tooh 
them off » Mvxicnn general the day the AmtirlcMi 
amiy entered the oapital of Mexico,* " 
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The; outfit were awakened ont af sleep the next 
tnoming by ahouta of ^* Whoa^ niu2a / Whoa, toii 
moDgrol outcoetal Catch tli(Mn bJaukety bJiLok 
niulee ! ^' aooompanied by a rattle of chain barneiifl, 
audi Quincke Forrest (daah^ theross our AfgvTtdt/s 
b«ii, ehskluf^ a liarueHB id each hand. We kicked 
the Mikokuts off, aiid came to our feiet in tioie to see 
th^ ofTenJ^r (liHfjp|»(*ar behind the wagon, while 
Stallings sat up and yawuiugl^ uiquireJ *^ wbal 
otber locoed fool bad got Fuuny." But the oamp 
wa* awake, for the cattle were leisurely leaviDg the 
bed ground, while Honeyman, who had been ex- 
coaed from the herd with tbo fii^st ai^ of dawtti 
vniB rustling a|) the horaoa in tho valley of tho 
I Beaver below oamp. With the under&taodiog that 
the Republioan Kiver wae a abort three days* diive 
from our preflent c».nip, the herd £rail9d oat the 
6rht d,Hj with not an ini*ideut to bre»k the monotony 
of eating and sleeping, gmniDg and guarJEug. But 
near noon of the second day, we were overtaken by 
an old, long- whiskered man and & boy of ^Kiasthly 
fifteen. They were riiling in a light, rickety vehicle, 
drawn by a amall Spaiiieb mule ftnd a rough but 




THE EKPUBTJCAN 



241 



cJdftn-1iitil>ed bay mure. The Ktrangers appefiled to 
oiip aympathy, for they were guileless in appearauoe, 
tfTifl askeH an many ^iieations, indic&tiag that onm 
tnlglit have beeji thu first IiuflI of trail c&ttld th&y 
Ei&d ever seen. TLe dU man wmi a free talker, aud 
InDooently allowed us to iureigle it out of lilm that 
he bad been down on the North Beaver, looking up 
\a.ad to boQieatead. and was then on his way up to 
talto a look at tho landa along the S^pnbliofto. W« 
iuvitiid biin and tho boy to remain for dinner, for in 
thnt monotonous waste, we ^ould have been only 
too glad to entertain a baudit, cr an JU)g«l tot 
tbnt matter, provided he would talk about some- 
thing alstt than cattle. In our guest, however, W4i 
found a good conversationalist, meaty witli atones 
not ^ligilftij to the retired It»t ; and m return, the 
hobpituUty of our wagon was liLs and welcome. The 
travel-stained old roacal proved to be a good mixer, 
and before dinoer was over he bad VfOQ ua to a man, 
though 8talijng9, in tho capacity of foreman, felt it 
inouinbont on him to act th^ hoat in behalf of the 
outBt. In tbe ooureo of oon vers at ion, the old man 
loauaged to unearth the fact that our acting for^ 
man was a nativa of Tennessee, and when he had 
got ib <lowii DO town and criunty, ulahiied aoqnainl^ 
aneeslii}) with a family of men lu that locality who 
wei^e famed as breeders of ra<rai]oraea. Our gueat 
admitted that be himAelf wad a native of that State, 
and in hiu younger days bad been a devotee of the 
raoecourae, with the name of every horaoman id 
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tbat corninaii wealth lu well aa the hluegrass regiati! 
of I\i;ntuoky on hU ti^Dgue'B end. Biit adrei-aity 
hn^ cunie upoD htm, autl uuiff he was loukiug tMii a 
new Dountrj id which to begin life orer a^iD. 

After dinner, when oiir rrmuda was corralled to 
C&b'h fresh maimts, our ^nt^iat bubbled over with 
admirQti^in of our hor^ea, and pointed out several 
us proniisiag K{>eed and aotion. Wo took his pralfiO 
of our horaefieEh as quite a eompliment, never aus> 
peetiDg flattery ikt the hand« of tbis nomatlia pstH- 
firch- Ha runooently inijuired which woa coosidered 
the faHtest hnrse in the reniutii, when Stalling 
pointed out a brown^ l>elongiug to F]ood*s mount, 
&» the beat quarter borae in the baud. He gave 
tim a critioal examination, and confessed t© would 
never have picked him for a horse poBflcaBing; epeed. 
though be &4lmitted that he wnn tiDfamilinr with 
RLngti-raified horeee, thie being his first visit in the 
West Stalling^ offered to loan him a horae out 
of his mount, and as the old mau had do saddld, 
onr s^<fiindo prevailed on MeCano to loan his for 
the afti^rnooti. I am ineb'ned to thtnk there was a 
little jeuli:>u»iy among6t> ua that Jifteruoon, aa Ut wh4 
was beat eutitled to entertain our eompanj; and 
whllo he showed no partiality. Stalling^ seemed ti> 
mouE^poliee hxH countryman to our diaadvrinta^. 
The two jollied along from point to rear and back 
again, and as they piiHsed us riders to the swine;, 
Stallings ignored us entirely, though the old man 
■Iways bad a pleasant word aa he rode by. 
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'* If wd clcn't do 9oiii9thiaf^ to wean our sngundo 
from that old man," said F«x Qaartamigbt, aa b^ 
rod« up and overtook me, ^* be *9 liable to quit the 
Herd and fallow th^it okl fossil biu.'.k to TeunesHeu 
or ftome otber port. Juat liwk at th*j two uow, will 
you? Old Joe *9 putting ou aa muob dog as ibough 
he was aakiug the CcluQvl for bis daughter. Be- 
tveon me and you and the gatepost, Qutrk, I 'm a 
little dubious about tbe old TarmiDt — ho talks too 
tnuoh/' 

Bat I had wanrined np to our f^oeet, and f^airo 
Fok'b oritioism very little weight, w«ll knowing i£ 
any one of us had been \&h in ohsHrge, be would 
have shown the old man similar pourteaies. In thU 
view I waa oorrectt for wherk Sl^alling^ had ridden 
ou o-beud to look up water titbit aftcruoou, the very 
man tliat enlli'ely mouopoli^i^Ll our gud^t F(»r au 
hour was Mr. Jolin Fox Quartomigbt* Nor did 
he jar loose ontil we reacted water, when Stallitigs 
cut him off by sending :dl tho men on the right of 
tbe herd to hold tho oattlo from gazing away until 
•very hoof hod had ample time lt> drink. DunnR 
this restt tbe old man eiroulated around, askitig 
queationa as uaiial, and when I informed him tbat, 
«ntH a half mile of water front, it would take a 
(ull hoiu' to wHter the herd properly, 1^ expresfled 
&n bmncent am a^tenient which Kfremed as fiimple an 
^nuere, WLeu tbe wagon aud remuda came up, 
I uoticed the boy bad tied his team behind our 
wagon, and waa riding one of Honeyman's horaei 
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bareback, aasisling the wrangler in dHfing lli« 
«adi]1e stock. After the wagrm had crossed the 
creek, aiul Uie ktgs had heen filled and the t^ama 
wiLttii^d, StallingH took the old dqilu with liiiik »nd 
the tvro rode away lit the lead of the wagon and 
rem-uda to select a catnp and a bed groLind for 
the night. The rest of us grated the cattle, now 
thoroughly watered, forward tmttl the wagou woa 
flighted, when, leaving two men as usual to rturse 
them up t^ bt^d, the remainder of ua struck otit for 
camp. As I rode in, I soitght out my banhie to get 
Ha opinian rfig;ard]Dg onr guest. But Tlie Rebel 
was reticent, oa uanal, of his opinions of people, 
so my inquiries remained tin ana we red, whii;h unljr 
servetl to iucrenae my coufidenua in the nld man. 

On arriving at camp we fonnd Stalling^ and 
Houeyman enbertamiug our vUitor in a little game 
of Free£e-out for a dollar a oomer, wbile McCana 
looked wistfully on, as if regretting; that his cidi- 
nary duties prevented his joining in. Our arrival 
should have been the signal to our ivrangler Cor 
rounding in the remvda for ni^ht hoi>seB, but Stall- 
ings was too absorbed iu the gsime even to notion 
the lateness of the hour and order in the an.ddle 
Btoek. Qtiarteniighl, however, hail a few dollars 
btirning holes in hia pocket, and he called our 
horse rustler's atteution to the approaching twi- 
light ; not that he w,ia in any hurry, but if Ifoiicy' 
raati vacated, he sav an opportunity to get into the 
g*me- The foremjui gave the neoeasftry order, and 
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Qtiartemtglit at once ba-rgpnined for the wrangler's 
i-miiaimng bearing, and 8At iuto the gam«. While 
we were c3,tAili\ng up otir night horses, Honeym&n 
tohl ua that the oh) man ha/l Iwen jokJu^ Sullinga 
about; tha Bptif^ of Flood's hrowD, evao g^iug so 
iiiv &a to intimate that he did u*t beliere th&t the 
gelding could outrun that old bay hame&s mare 
which Lo waa dfiving. He L^ oodfeas^ thitt he 
vtibs too hard up to wager much on it, but he would 
riak a few dollars on hU judgment on a runuiug 
borae auy day. He also said that StoUinga had 
ooTUd back at biDi» more lu earnest than in jeat, 
that if he really thought his harneas mare ooii3d 
outrun the brown, he Gould win every dollar the 
outfit hud. They had codded one another until 
Joe had Bhomt sonie Bpint« ^h«a the old man sug- 
gested they play a, little game of cards for fun, 
but StaUingH had inaiated on atakea to make tt 
iatorefttiug, and on the old bomeateader pleading 
poverty, they bad agroed tt> maku It for a dollar 
on the fTorner. After aopper our segundo wanted 
to renew the game ; the old man ptotC'Sted that he 
was too unlucky and could not aiford to lose, but 
was finally persuaded to play one more gamu, '* just 
to pa*s away thn eveuing*" Wyll, the evening 
pus4od, and withtn the fthorb space of two houra, 
theL'o also passed to the euppoaed lean parse of 
our gueab some twenty dollars from the feverish 
pockets of the outfit. Then the old man felt too 
•leepy to play &ny longer, but loiterod around somo 
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time* and ea«u2lly inqaired of his boy if be Imd 
picketed tbeir mare nbers sbe woold get ft good 
bait of gran. TUh naturally brought up die pro- 
poaeil nH!e For diacu^ion. 

*-^ If yuu really ihrnk ibat that old bay palfrey of 
yours can outrun any horse in our rtmudot*' oaid 
StallingH, t&oDtingly, ^* you 're missing the cbAnc« 
of your lifo not to pick up a few honest doJlata as 
you jounxry along. You stay with ub to^porrow, 
and «hon we meet our foreman at the Republican, 
if he '11 Joan me the horse, I 'U give you a race tor 
any sniD you name, juet to show yon that I *ve got 
a few drops of eportirg hl<M)d in me. And If your 
Dkare cao outriiu a cow, you etand an easy chance 
to win some mouey.'* 

Our viaitor met Joe's bantenng in a timid man- 
ner* Before tumiug in> however, he informed oa 
that he at^preciated our boBpitality, bat that he 
expected to make an early drive in the n^orning^ 
to the RepubliefLii, whore h& might camp Bcvcral 
days. With this the old man and the boy unrolled 
their blankets, and both vj&i'& booh sound uBlcf^p. 
Then our ^^^undo qnit?tly took Fax Qnarteroight 
off to one Hide, and T heard the latter agree to eall 
]|im when the ihird guard was aroused. Having 
notified ITouiryman tliat he would stand bia own 
w&tck that night, ^tailings, with the rest of the out- 
fit, Boon joined the old man in the land of dreame. 
Instead of the Kiugb shaking which was oustoniary 
<ui ftrouBing a guard, when wa of the third watch 
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wore cftUed, we were awakened in a manaer &o 
CciiitioLia as to betoken aometbiujC; unusual in the 
ttir. Tho atmosphere of rnvstorv Boon oloared aftvr 
reaching the herd, when Bob Bl^uloa infoi-nied us 
that it WILD the intention of Stallii^^ and Quurter- 
Bight to steal the old toau's harness mare off the 
picket rope, and rtrn her against their ntghL horaei 
iu a trial raee. Like love and w»t, everything ia 
1^ in horse racing, but the audaoit^ of tim pro- 
position aluioat pa^sevl belief. Both Blades aud 
Durhaux rEOiained on guard with u8, antl befoie we 
bad circjod the heni half a dosen time^ the two 
oouspiratora came ri<lmg up to the bed ground, 
lendiiig the hay mare. There was a good moon 
that nigbt; Quartemigbt exohftnged mounte with 
John Offioer, ss the latter- had a bpleiidid night 
liorM that hud outstripped tha outfit in every 
fttampede bo far. and onr setfundo aud the aeeeud 
g^ard rode out of hearing of both herd and eamp 
to try out th» horsea. 

After an hour, the qitsu'tette retumel* and onder 
Bolemu pledgea of aeercey Staillings fiaid, ** Why, 
that old bay harneAG niare can^t ran faat enough to 
keep up with a funeral. 1 rode her myself, and if 
flho'a got any run in her, rowel and quirt wi>n*t 
hring It out. That ehe^tnut of Jobn*i ran away 
from her as if she was hobbled and side-lined, while 
this ooyote of mine threw dust iu her face eveiy 
jump in the road frcra the word * go/ If th^ old 
man lan't bluffing uid will bank his mare, wa^ll 
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f^t hmok on? freeie-e^tit money witli good iDteraat. 
Micd you, tiow. we iQust keep it a dea^l aecrvt 
from Flood — that woVe tried tb« mare; he miglit 
g£t fiiiLiiy and ti[j tlit- old mun.^* 

Wy nil bworti grt^at onths that Flood should 
nevi^r lioar a bren-tli of it* The conspirators and 
tlittv accomplices rcnle into citnip, and we reaumed 
our aentinel rounda. I had some moiiey, and fig- 
ured that betting in a cinch like tbis would be like 
findiog money in the rend. 

But The Rebel, when wc were retuming from 
guard, said, " Tom, you keep cut oE this rooe the 
boys are trying to jump up. IVe met a good 
niRnv innocent men in my life, and there *s aome- 
tbiug about tUifi old man that reminds me of people 
who Lave au axe tc» grluiL Let the other fcllovrs 
rnn ua the i-o|>e if they waut to, but you keep yimr 
mouey in your pocket. Take an older man^e adrice 
this once. And I~m going to round up John in tbe 
morniug;, and try und bent a little 3enee iitto hia 
head, for he thinks it's a dead imniotrtal einoli." 

X hnd made It a rule^ during our brief aequEunt- 
ftnoe, never to argue matters with my bunlde, well 
knowing that his years and experience in the ways 
of th^ world entitled hiR adviue to my earnest eon* 
sidei'ation. So I kejit silent* though secretly wish- 
ing be h»id not taken the trouble to thixtw cold 
water on oiy hopes, for I had built several air 
ca&tlea with the money which aeemed within my 
grasp. We had been out then orer four oionth^, 
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^a3 I, like m&uy of tLe otlier boya, was gdUliig 
rugged, aud with Ogolalla witliiti at week's drive, 
ft town whicb it took money to see properlj, I 
itought it a burning shanio to let this opporlu^iity 
pfkas. Wht^n 1 awoke the next morning the oanip 
was astir, and my first look was in the direotion of 
tbe harness mare, grazing p^focefully on the picket 
rope whera she had bo^n t<.'thered the night before. 

Breakfast over, nur vemsrHble visitor linrtiessed 
in his taanj, jireparatory to BtarLing. SfcallingB had 
made it a yomt to leburo bo the herd for a parting 
VWu- 

•*W«ll, if yon mnat go on abend " s^d Joe to 
the old mnn, na tho latter was ready to depart, 
•* remember that you can get action on your monoy, 
if you etill think that yonr bay mare can outrun 
th&t brown oow horae winoh I pointed out to yon 
yesterday. You needn^t let your poverty inter- 
fere, for we '11 run you to suit your purMP, light or 
h«avy. The herd will reach tha river by the mid- 
dle of thti AftdrnoL'u. or a Httlc late^', and you be 
aura and stay overnight there, ^ — stay vritb ua if 
you want to, — and we '11 mak^ up a little race for 
ftny 9am you say, from marhlea and chalk to a hun- 
dred dollars- I may bo aa badly deceived in your 
mare bs I think you are in my hot^o ] but if you 're 
a Tenaeaaeean, here 'e your chanoe/' 

But beyond giving Stallinge his word that he 
would see him again during tha afternoon or even- 
ing, the ohJ man would make no dtdiaitfi proposi* 
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tioD. and droTO away. There wa^ & difference of 
opinioD Araorgst the outSt, boidc asserting that we 
nouM ti4jver sea hiia agMui. while th^ la^rger por- 
tion of ti9 w^i-e at lexat hopeful that, we would. 
Afl*r oitr guest was wull oiit T>f aiglit, and before 
tbf! wKgon s|»arted, StaJHiiga con^iiiled the rrvnudfi 
a. 6scaad time, and taking out Flooirn browij and 
Officer's ebestDut, tiled the tw^ faovses for a short 
daah of about a htmdred yurda* The trial oon- 
firtiied the {^Qfral opioiori of the eiitfit, for the 
browQ ootraii the chestnut ever four loagthe., start- 
ing half a nouk in tbo rear. A gener&i canvass of 
the eutlit wix^ taken, und to tny surprise thore wad 
over three hnndivd dollius auiong.^t ua. 1 had aver 
foi-ty tlollarH, but T only proiniat-d to loan nim<> if it 
yinh ueudeO, while Piiei^L n^fustid ftal-footed eif.hijr 
to lend or bet his. 1 wiintwd lo bet, ami it would 
giiffve ine to the quick if there was &ny chaiu^e acd 
1 did n't take it — but I wa* yoiing then. 

Flood met ua at Dooa about eeveu miles out from 
the Bepubliean with tlie BuperiDtendont of a cattle 
eom|mi)y in Moutann, and, hoforo wo etnitod tho 
herd after dinner, had sold our remuda^ wagoo* and 
mules for delivery at the nearest railroad poiiU to 
tIir Rlac<kfoot Agency aomotinie during September. 
Thin ijattlt? company, eo we afterwards learned from 
Fl^jcrtl, h-id liead<iiiartera at Ilelaoa, while their 
langefi were eoiuewhere oo the headwaters of the 
MUso^tn- But the eale of the horsea seemed to 
as an ineigniBeaQt matter, compared with the race 
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vhmH vut on tlie tjtpTs; and when Stalllngs hsd 
uiadu tbe ftbU^bt Ulk of Im life for tbo loan oE tbe 
brown. Flood aaked the oew owner, a. Teoao biiu- 
»olf, if bo bad flnj cbjdctiom. 

" Cortainly not/' a&id he ; ** let tbe boys bave m 
littlo fun* 1 'm glad to knovr thiit liie remtida baa 
faat bones in it. Wby did n't you tell me. Flood ? 
— I migbt bave p».id you oxtra if I bad kootm I 
vma bujiag riuTehors4.'s. Be iure :ind Iulvg the 
r^u» come aS this evening, for I want to see it," 

And be wua not only gtHKl etiou^b to give bin 
consent, but adJed a word of ailviL^e. "Theresa 
n dradfall down bore on tlae rir«r/' said be, '^tbnt 
rob? n m^ui going and coming. Tiicy 'vc got booze 
to sell you tbat would unite a pet rabbit fight a 
wolf. And if you onn't stand tho whiskey^ wLy, 
tbv'y bui^Q Bkiu g^mtss running to fleooo you ac fuBt 
aa you can get your money to tb© oentre. Be fiur«, 
ladfl, aritl Ut both ib^ir vLiskey and <*ard5 abn»/' 

Wbiltf tbaiTging moTintn after dinner. St^Ilings 
caugbt out tbe Li'own liorse and tied bun behind 
tlie wagon, wliile Fbjoil ami ibo liorse bu^er re- 
turned to Ibe river ia the convByaace* our foreman 
hamg UH bis bor»3 at tbe ford- When we Teuhed 
tbe RopuLli^aa witb the b<:rd about two liotirs before 
Bundown, and vrhile wo were crosiiing adJ watering* 
wbo Bboold ride up en tbe S|>am&b tnulo but our 
TtmoeiiMW ^ond. If aoytliinp, ho wm; a triHa more 
talkative and boa^tfu] tkiu hi^fore, wbicb wu easily 
Rooountod for, ajt it was ^ridftnt tbat be was drink- 
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lag: ai^U produciug j% large bolUe wliich bad but a 
few drinks left in it, insisted on every one tRking 
a driiik with bim. Heeaii] he wns enciimpL-d liulf % 
mile dovn the ti\^r, and that he would rftoa tun 
mare against our borse for fifty dollars ; thai if we 
were in earnest, and would go hac*k with him nnd 
po^t our money at thi* tent, hv would oover U> Tlit^n 
f^tallings in turn l>ecruu3 crafty and dij^lonrntii*, Jind 
after asking a ntiQiber of unimportant qtie^itioua 
regaiding couditionH, returned to the joint w^Ith tho 
old man, taking Fox Quartern igbt. To the roAt of 
ns it looked a& thongb there was goin^ to be no 
chance io bet a dollar even* Dnt aft^^r tho hord 
had been wutered and we bad grazed out some dis- 
tanoe from the river, the two wortbiea returned. 
They had posted their money, and all the eondi* 
tioQB were agreed u[uii ; the rat^e was ti> take place 
at HKnilown over at the saloon and gambling joint. 
Ill rej>Iy Ui an earnest inquiry by Bob DlaticB, 
tlie outfit were informed tliat we might get some 
side beta with the gamblera, but the money already 
posted was theirs, win or lose. This ael6shncsa waa 
not looked upon very favorably, and eoino hursb 
Dommente were made, but Stallings and Quarter- 
night wei-e im movable. 

We had an early supper, and pressing in Mo- 
Cann to aaBiat The Rdliel in gra^iiig the herd until 
our return, tlie oaval<!»ile 3et out, Flitoi] arkil tlje 
horae buyer with ua. My biLukie urged m^j to let 
htm keep my moneyt bub under the pretense cf 
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aomc oF tho out£t vanting: to borrow it, I took 
it with me. The mce was to bo catch weights, and 
u Rod Wheat was the lig:htc8t in our outtit, thd 
riding fell to him* On the way over I worked Bull 
Dtirhaoi out to one side, aod after- explattiing tho 
jacketing I liad got from Prieat, and tbe [>flrtiai 
promiao I hail made not to bet, Qiive hi'm my forty 
doJlara to wager fur me If hv got a idiacce. Bull 
and I were good frieada* and on tbeundei^t'tudiQg 
that it waato be a secret* 1 inttmatoil that eomu of 
th6 velvet would lioo hJa purac. On reaching thd 
tent, wo found nhotit half a do^n mcru lolturitig 
aroLiii<l, amon^ them tho old mnn^ who promptly 
invited ns all to Lave a drink with him, A duoh 
ber of us aee&pted and took a ohauoo againat th^ 
vintage of this rnnvas roodhousef though the warn- 
ingvof the Montana horse bujyr were Miy justified 
by tlie quality of the goode (lispen»e<L While tak- 
ing tliH dHnk, thf^ old man waa lamenllng bia pov- 
erty, which kept him fi'oni betting more monoy, and 
after we had gono oatatdo, the ualoonkocpor caoid 
and said to him, in a burst of gi?iicroua feeling, — 
^' Old sport, you 're a Btinngi)? to me, but I 
can iae at a gUucu that you re a dead game man. 
Now, if you neM any more money, just give me 
a bill cif sale of your more and mule, and 1 '11 ad- 
vance you a hiiudr^d. Of uomwi I know ikothi LLg 
atx)ut tbe luerltx of tho two hoi-«cH, but I notiood 
your beam as you drove up tL>-day, and if y^ou can 
Qte any more monoyt jQBt uk for it'^ 
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Tin; old itiAn jutnp*^ ai tlie propdHiLioo in iTh^ 
liglit^l surprise ; tlis tvo racatered tliu teat, and 
«ftcr killing oonni^cr&blc time in wntinj^ out A bill 
of aale» tbe old gjayboard catuo out sli&king a roll 
of btlia Hit uSi Ho wOB proinptlj uoctotuuod&tcd, 
Btill JJorhiim m&king tbo ^rst bet of fifty ; and w 
I cauj^ht lus «ye. I n&lki^d fiwiiy, ahoktng bands 
wiih RiyAoU over my crafty scheme. When tli« 
old tDiiri'j moQ«j was all taken, the hmigerB^Q of 
the jilnre ber»tne enthnHiastio over th^ betting, and 
took every bi-t wliile ibere wus a dollar bi nigbt 
aiuuiigat our (:rowil, tLe borne buyer qvud lu^kiUg 
a wager- When we wei© out of money they offered 
to bet agaiuBt our aaddlca, fi!a-abuoU[s« &ud watcher 
Flood wani<Mi us not to bet our eaddles, bat Quu*- 
t4^rQi;-Lt and StaJliuge had already wagered tboira, 
and were rtrippiug them from their horses to turn 
thuEu over to tho aaloouk^Msper ns Etabobuldor, I 
managed to get a tazi'dollar bet on ray aia-ghootAr, 
though it wOA worth double the luoney, and a simi- 
lar amount on my watdi. When thf? betting fm<1«d, 
ev<^ry wnttib and htx-xhriol^r !ii the outfit waA la th« 
bauds of ttt« aUkehohler, and had it not boc» for 
Flood our saddles would have been in tlio aamo 
haudH. 

It was to be a three hundred yard race, with an 
ask and auAwer start betveeo the riders. StfdliofEr 
and the old man Hte}>pvd otf thij courftu jxirallel with 
the river, und Uid a rope on the g;round to mm-k 
the start aad the fUiialu Tim sun had ali'eadj set 
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and twilight was docpening when tha o\d mrui sig- 
tmlod to hia hoy in the distauce to bring up tbe 
marei Wheat waa alowly wuUcing the brown horso 
over tb© course, when the hoy came up, (»tDtet>- 
iog the mare, blanketed wilh an old govei'nnient 
t>lni]lcet, over the imaginn-r^ trnok also. These pre* 
IruiJDuriBs tbriUad ua liky the tiioiiig ol a fiddle far 
a diuice, Stalliugs auti the old homeflteader weat 
out to the slacting p^int to gire tho riders the 
terma of the race, while the remainder of as con- 
gregated at the finiah. it was getting duek whea 
the hliLnk^twas stripped from the maro and the 
riders be^iin joekoying for a start. In that twi- 
light etillnoBB wd eould bear the quoation, " Are 
you ready?" and the answer *' No," as the two 
joijkejs eame up to the starting rope. But finally 
there was an affirmative unswer, and the tw^i hor^^es 
vrere coming tlirougb like arrows in theii' fligbL 
My heart stood atiil for the time being, aad when 
the bay mare crossed the rope at the outcome an 
eaay winner, I waa speechlesa. Such a crestfalJeiw 
looking lot of tnca aa wo were would be hard to 
ooneeiTO. Wo bad been beaten, and not only f^Jl 
it but looked it. Flood brought ua to our seneea 
by calling our attention to the approaching dark- 
nos&y and setting off in a gallop toward the herd. 
Tbts rtfHt af uH trailed along silently after kirn in 
threes and fours. After the herd had been beilded 
and we bad gone in to the wagou my spirits wei'6 
alightly lightened at the sight of the two aroh coa^ 
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■ffriirTii.filillTTipiiiil^nirtmii^t. mmHrTTifiiiC 
in faATcbaek. 1 cfijoycd tbe Ui^fatcr of Tbe Bebel 

Dotieod mj >ix-«bootcr mJAiipja^ ODd I 
bavtoc ^ it, be tnra«d tbe Uufib on aa. 

*> Tbftt '» ngbt, Kim" lie aid ; ^ don't yon tnk« 
nnjbody'a ad vice. Yon 're jonng yet, bnt yon 11 
Won. And wban yon lenm it for yonrvelf, join 11 
nsMnW^ it thfti mnofa V-elUr." 

TlMrt nigbt when we were on guAfd togEthert 
I cand my cuuflcleace by mokuig a ckan b[«wt 
of tbn whcAt Affair to toy bnokie, vKicb i:csdt«d 
in bid loeuims: me Un doUan «itb vbicb to r^Mim 
tny «ii-flbc«tcr in the morning. But tbe otberboynt 
with the ezoeptioG of Officer, bad do bftnker to «aU 
on u m bad, nod vb«n QtiartcTniglit and StnlUngi 
asked th» For&nian wbu tticy v-ere to do for iaddke^ 
th« latter augg^t«d that one of tbem conld nio tbo 
«ook'«, while tbe other could take it bareback or 
M^ m tbu wagon. BuL Uie Montatift man intvr- 
oed«d in Lkmr bebalF,and Flood Ru^lyg^irtfiDaEid 
advnntiifd tlicm enough to ledeem Lheir s.iddles. 
Our fjreiu&u ba^l do gi«at fLmouot of money wltli 
binif btit McConn and the hor«Q buyer came to tbo 
rCBouQ for what tbey hod, and tbe gitns war© ws 
doomed ; not thut tbey ^ere needcdi but wo would 
hftve been »o kmesome witUout thorn, 1 bud worn 
Olio Ko long I did n't trim well witliixit it, but topplod 
forward atid could ti't muintutii my hahuiou. But 
tbo nuwt crnel cxpoaure of tha whole a£atr oocun^d 
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vben Nut Strav, ndiTi^ in ab^jiij of bis ber^^ i>V8r* 
took 1L» one d&j out froiu Ogalallu,. 

^' I mot eld ^Sap ] ' LittlQlield," said Nat, '' hfuck 
ftt tbo ford of tho Roi;ii(>licAii» and ho ti-^llB mo th&t 
they won ovE^r fivo hundred dolLu^ ot3 tiu£ Cirolo 
Dot outfit on 3t horae moo. H« showed lue n who!* 
basketful of your witii^h^s, I ixs&d to me«t old 
' Sa>s T ^ ov^r ou the Chishohii trail, uid he 'a ft 
foxy old innocent. He tuh^ me that be put tar on 
ids barnefis tuai'e*a bui;k to aof^ If ^oii felluwn had 
•tolcn the nag off the picket ropo at night, and wbon 
ho found you bod, be robbed you to a fiuisb. He 
knew you fool XexonA would h<t your loAt dolkr 
on 8uch a uiuoh. Tbot'e one of his tHoka. You 
too the mare you triorl was u't the one you ran tko 
rare a^Inst, I "vo s&en them both, jind tboy look 
AH mui^h adikti as two pint bottlee. My, but you 
fvtlowfi Ate eaay flnh I *' 

And then Jim Flood lay down on the gnRs and 
lAughetl until tl>e t^ars cume into bis oy^, aud vto 
nndetAtood that there were ti'icka in other trudos 
tbui oiu«. 
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FsoM Uie bead of StiDHng Wnt^r to tb& So»tL 
Plntto vriu a wateriest^ etret^'h of forty mil«ft. But 
hj wst^ring tL(? herd atioiit th(t mijldla nf on^ 
foTGTioori* after gi-n/ing, we «i>uld get lo waiter sgam 
tlm fallowing evtuiiig, WitL lliu exc^ptiuu ot the 
meeting with Nat Straw, the drive was featurelesi, 
but tlie night that Nat ata^ped with us, he regaled 
U6 with bi3 experiences, in which ho wns as lucky 
&« ovofp Where we had lost three days on the 
Cana^Iian with bogged cattle, he had crose^d it 
within lifte<?n iiiiTtiit«8 after i-ooehiti^ it. Hi8 lierd 
was BoM before reachiiiu Do<lge:» so that htr lost no 
time there, and on reflrhing SUnghtep*a bridge^ b» 
was only two days hehiitd our herd. His cattle 
were th«u en route Svv delivery oii the Gi^sy Wo- 
lunn ID Wyoming, and, as he put it, " any herd was 
]lahlo to tratvel faster when it had a, new owner/' 

Flood had heard from our employer at Culhert- 
eoD, learDiDg that be would not meet us at Oga- 
lEdla, AS hie IfLst herd was due iu Dodge about 
tbat tiu»e. My brother Bob*a herd had crossed 
the Arkansaw a week bebmd ua^ and w»La then 
pouibly a huEdred and fiflj mxle^ in oar I'ear. 
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We a1] regretted not being iMe to see old mail 
Doa, for he believed that uotiiiog waa too good for 
his men, and wo all nmerabert^d the good time he 
had BbowQ ;iB ID Dodge. The smoko of poasinff 
trains hung for houis in fligtial olouds in our front, 
during the afternoon of the second day's <iry driv^ 
but we iiQiilly fioaJad the la^t divide, uTid tht^re, 
beli>t<r us in the valley of the South Platte, nestled 
Ogalilla, tha Gomorrah of tlia cattle trail. From 
amoogst it» half himdi^ed biuldinga. no churcii 
spire pointed upwa,rd, Lut iiistf&d three fourths 
of ita busineaa houses were donee halls^ ganiblin^ 
houaea, and eaJuons. We all knew the town by 
reputation, while the Isirger part of our outfit had 
bei^n in it before. It wais there that Joel Collins 
and hi^ onCflt reniletvouFied when they robbed thid 
Union PaoJfto train in October, 77, Colliiifl had 
driven a htrd of cattle for his father and brother, 
and after seUing tlieni in the Blaek Hills, grinihl^ 
away the pn:*veed!i. Some five or six of bis outfit 
returned to Ogalalla with him, and bein^ monej- 
lesg, vondud^ to recoup their losaea ab the expense 
of the rmlwjiy company. Going eighteen miles tip 
th^ river to Big Springs, BCTen of thona robbed tho 
express and paesengere, the former yielding sixty 
thousand dollars in gold- The ceit momtng thejr 
were in Og^ilnlla, paying debts, :ind getting their 
hrrrscH shod. In ColUntt'a outfit was Sam E&bs, and 
luider his leailerHhip, until he met his death tbft 
foUotfiug spring at the haodfl of Texa« lUn^is, 
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the oonrse of Hie outfit soutKvr&rd wna mftrbed hy % 
aeries of dariog Irank smd train robberies. 

We Tvuclied th<f rivet- late that evening, and 
&fter wali»i*iDg, gTA£«d ttiitil d&rk and (.loiuiiei] fur 
the uight. But it was not to bft & uight of re^t and 
aleep, foe the lights were twinkling across the river 
in town; and cook, horse wrangler* and aU, with 
thfl ejiception of the first gnard, rode across the 
river after tha herd bad been bedded. Flood bad 
quit U0 while we were watering the herd and gone 
ill ahead to get a draft cached, for he was as loonay- 
less as the rest of ils. But his letter of eredit waa 
good ai^ywbere on the trail where money was to b^ 
had, aiid on reaching town, he tixik ua into a gen* 
oral uutfittiug store and paid ns twenty-fivo dollars 
apiece. After warning os to be on hand at the 
wn§;on to stand our watches, be left us, and we 
acattere<i like lost sheep. Offioer and I paid our 
loans to The Hcbcl, and the throe of ue wandered 
around for soverai hours in oompanj with Nat 
Straw. When we were in Dodge, my bunkie had 
shown no iiielinAtiou to gamble, but dow he wae 
the first one to suggest that we maJna up a " oow^*' 
and let him try his Inck st monte- Straw and 
Officer wew both willing, and though iJi r^^ I 
williugly consented aud oouLributcd my 6ve to the 
genetal fund. 

Every gamhling house ran from two to throo 
montc layouts, as it was a favorito game of cow* 
JDi^n, especially when they were &om the fnx Month- 
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em eountzy. Priest aoon found a g&m& to hii 
liking, and after watching Lis play through aevorid 
denlSf Ol1i«t!r and T left him with the understand- 
iD^ that h^ wou]<l titnrt for t-iinip promptly at mid- 
night. There wits uiiudi to \v atieii, tihoiigh it was 
a binall pUfJdi for the ends of the eai-th'e iniquity 
hail gathered in OgaJ&Ua* We waudered through 
tho varioua gambling hounea, drhikiog moder&tel.y, 
meeting aji oaeaaionnl acqudintoiJcc from Teuka, 
and in tho ooursij of our roupda landed in tho 
D(»W'Drop>In dance halL Here might be seen the / 
frailty of women in ev^rj grade and condition. 
From gtpla in their teeEs, launching out on a life of 
ahnme, to tjie adventuress who had once liad youth 
and heanby in her favor, but wasf now diriearded 
ai;d ready for the Giial dose of opium axtd the con 
oner's v^i-dict. — all were there iit tiniiel and |>aint, 
practiciog a careless exposure of their ehanus. lo 
a town which haa no Jiight* the hours pass rapidly 
and before we were awai^i midnight was upon uh. 
Upturning; to the gambling house where we had 
left PrieAtf wa found him over a hundred dollars 
vrinner, and, calliug his atletitioD to the hour, per- 
suaded him to eiLsh in and join tie. We felt 
poMtively ri^^h, as he oomited out to each jwirtner 
bis ahare of the wiouuigsT Straw nas mining to 
rece-ivo hi*, but we huew ho could l>e found on tho 
morrow, and after a louml of drinks, we fordecl 
tho riTor. Aa we rode along, my bunkle 3ald> — 
"I 'ax superstitious, ftnd 1 coji't help it. Bui 
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I 'vo felt for ft dfty or ho that T iru id Luck, tud I 
wanted you lad3 in with me if nay warnuig vfia 
true. I naver vns afr:i]<l to go into bjittlt! hnt 
ODce, and jii^t aa vm were ordered into action, a 
Bbell killed tuy liorse uuder cue and I was left b&* 
hind^ 1 *T« had lota of such vramtDgs, good attd 
b&d, ftnd I 'm luHueDoed by them. If ne get off 
to-morrow, and I'm id tho moodi 1 11 go back 
tli4fT0 utd mftko some moatc bEuik loolc aiok." 

Wo reSLched the wagOD id good time to be called 
on OUT gt:iird, uud afcor tt was orer fiooured a faw 
houra* sleep before the foremaD aroused us id th« 
momicg. With herds above snd heJow na, we 
would cither havi3 to gr&ze oontrary IpO our course 
or Gtofis the rjfer. The South Platte was a wide, 
■andy^ river with nuoiorous ohanueU, and a^ easily 
ciofised AA ao alkali dat of equal width, so far aa 
watt^r •nm ooDc^med. The sun waa not an hour 
Jitgh when we oroescd, paesiag within two hundred 
yards of the bueiuesa seottoD of the tonn^ which 
lay under a hiU. The valley on the north side of 
the riTer, and beyoDd the railroad, was not over 
half a mile wide, and ne we angled rgto^s it, thft 
towD seemed aa dead aa those that slept La the 
gnLveyard uu the first hill beside the trn.iL 

Finding good grass about a mile faither on* we 
threw the herd off the trail, and leaving orders to 
grase imttl noou, the foremjui with the first and 
eecond guaid returned to town. It was only about 
ten miloB over to the North Flatte, whero wator 
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vas certain ; And in the hope tEiat we wonld be per' 
iDittod to revisit tbo village during tlie afternoon, 
we who were on gaard threw riders in the lead ol 
the ^aaJng itaille, in order not to be too far away 
filiould pBriuission he granted ub. That ws^ a long 
morning foruB of the third and fourth guards, with 
nothing to do bnt let th« cattle fi^ed, while easy 
money itcliod In our pockets. Behind ua lay Og^ 
IbIIa — and our craft did dearly love to bronlc the 
monotony of oor work hy getting into town. But 
by the middle of th& forenoon, the wagon and aad- 
die borsoa overtook us, and ordering MoCann into 
camp a st-ant mile in our lead, we sllowed th« 
cattle to lie dc^wtu tli«-y having grazed to content- 
ment. Leaving two men on gnani, the remainder 
of Hi rode in to tlie vragon. and lightened vritb an 
hour's sleep in its shade the time which Lung heavy 
on our bands. We were aroused by our horai^ 
wrangler, who had aight€<i a cavalc^e down thfl 
trnil, wbicb, from Iho color of thotr hordes, lie knew 
to bo our outfit returning. As they came nearer 
and th&ir niimbera eould be made out, it wa3 evi- 
dflnC that our foreman wiw not with (Item, and our 
hopes Tiy^B. Ou coming np, thi?y informed lis that 
wa were to have a lialf holida}'^ while they would 
take the herd over to the North River during thfl 
afternoon, Tlieo emergency ordera rang out to 
Honeyman and MoCanu, and sa soon as a change 
of mounts could be secured, our dinners bolted, and 
tbu herdera relieved, wo were ready to go. Two of 
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the fltxwlio returned hnd slmd their rugs and Gw&g- 
g«re4Ji about tD »«Wt ch«Qp euitg ; tlie reBt, aJtbougli 
they had mont^y, simply had tiot hail the tinit; to 
hny olothi^B in a pliio; ivilh mt riLHii^ alt ructions. 

WliviD tlib hi^rd^rs ciune iu duft Lands tra.ii&ferre<l 
their saddles to vraiting inounta while they awal* 
loTFed a busty dinner, and wo bti out fcr OgalaUn, 
happj oa city urdiios ia aa orchard. We were less 
than five jdIIss from the hurg, and Etruok a free 
gait in riding in, where we found sever^ hundred 
of our craft holding high jinks. A number of herd* 
had paid off their outfits and wei<e gentling them 
home, while from the hevrfs for sale, holding along 
the river, sven,' man nut on di\}' heni was pnying 
hi* resptcto to the town. We had not been there 
five minutes when a hiirse race was run throiij-h 
the main street, Nat Straw and Jim Flood acting 
as judges on the outcome. The ofBcei'fl of Ogl^ 
lalla wero a different crowd from what we had 
encountered at Dodge, and everything went. The 
plneu suited tta, Sti-aw had entii'ely forgotten our 
'*oow'* of the night heforo, and when Tlic ReW 
handed him hia shar-e of the winniu^^, he tucked it 
away in the watch pocket of bis trousers without 
counting. But he hnd arranged a fiddling match 
between a darlty cocik of on« of the r*?Uinnng out- 
fits and a loo<>ed white man. a mendicant of the 
place, and invited u& to be present. Stiaw kaew 
the Foreman of the outfit to which the darky b©- 
Icngedt and the two bad tixed it up to pit the two in 
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nootitcat, rndertbc pretence tb at a lar^ wager li&d 
been laada ca whioh was the buth-r fiddler^ TbO 
<3onteat w^a tpO take place at (tnoe in the corral of 
the Lone Star liv«i-y staltU^ and promieed to be 
humorous U nothing more. So after the ritce was 
over, tljH next number on tbe programnie was thti 
fiddling tnabd], un<i we followed the crowd. The 
Kabel had given us the slip during the race,t)]Ough 
noQ& of ua ca,red. as we knew be waa Liingering^ for 
a moute game. It was a motley crowd which had 
gathered in tlia corral, nnd all ficemed to know of 
tho force to be enacted, though the Tokae outlit to 
which the darky belonged were fiafihiiig tkoJr money 
on thtjir <lujiky cook, " as the beat ^ddler that ever 
croBBfid Red River with a oow herd/* 

"Ob, I don't know that your man la siieb an 
Olo Bull as all that," said Nat Straw. '^I jiwtgot 
k liundred posted whioh says he <ui.u't even play a 
d«went second to my man. And !f we uaji giet a 
competent set of judge* to dteiik the contest. I'll 
WLLger a little more on the white against the black, 
though 1 know your loaa ift a crackergack/' 

A cauva^ of the crowd was made for judges, but 
flB nearly every one claimed to bo interested in tbg 
result, having ma<le wajjere, or wiie ineompeteni to 
•it in judgment on a mueieal oonteal, there was 
some little delay. Finally, Joe Stalluigs went to 
Nat Straw and told him that T was a fiddler* where- 
upon }i^ mRtantly appoiiited me fis judge, and tbe 
other aide ueldol^d a redheaded fdluw beloaging to 
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one of Dillard Faot't herda, BetwMu tho two cl 
iu we aeleclcd qb the third judge a bnrtctiderwhom 
I Iiad met the night before. The ninditioiiB goT- 
«rniiig the ooiiU^H wkiVB given us, ftiid two chuck 
wagoua were drawn up alongside ea^ti (^thei-, lu one 
of nhich w^re Ae^ted the coutestantd and in the 
other ths jiidgus* The g^ravity of tlte crowd was 
oul/ biokcit as some enthusiaat cheered bis fnvoi^ 
ite or dsBantlj offori^j to wag;ar ou tho maa of his 
choice. Numerous aham bets were being made> 
wht^u the I't^dht-adL-U judg^ arose uud aauoaiii^ed 
the ooTtditious, and urgejl tht; crowd to remain quiet, 
that th^ ooiitestantn might have equal jtifltLtre. Hach 
flihlW i4»?]wrt-ed hit own jiieors, Th« fin*t Ditmber 
was a w^iltK, oil the coiioluNion of whic^h pLurtpisnii* 
ehip ran high, each faction t;hetring ita fayonte 
to the echo. The aecond DKiuher wiu ft jig, Mtd as 
the darkj drew hia bow several times across the 
strings tentatively^ his forewEtD, who atood six 
icchoa ts.Uer thai) any man ia a vrowd of tLill niun, 
tapped hittiaelf on the breast with one forefinger^ 
and with the other pointed at his du^ky ehaujpion, 
suying, "Keep jour eye on me. Price, We 're 
going hnmi< togtitlitrr, i¥ni4<niheT. You blacik rEtsuat^ 
yoii uaii make a niciiikiug bird Jifihami^l of itaelf if 
you try. You kuow 1 Ve swore by you through 
thick and thin ; now win thift money. Fay no ftt- 
tention to any one else. Keep your eye on me/' 

Straw, not to he outdone in enuouragcoienti 
cheered his ta&a with promises of reward, oad hia 
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fa(>Hon of anpportern rsia&l sncTi a din t)iat Fant't 
man arose, aticl demanded quiatso the eimtest ooiild 
|)itM!eed. Tln>iigli boisterocw. tie crowd waa good- 
ttiinpered, uud ufteu tJie seouud uutuber WSA dU^ 
posed of, the fical testwaa announced, which was to 
be in sacred music. Ofi this announcement, the taJl 
foreman waded through tho crowd, ajid drawing the 
darky to him, whispered something in his ear, and 
then fell haclE to his former poaitioD. The duflky 
art]Bt*3 conntensjice brightened, and with a fev 
pTelifiiinarUa he «tniclc into **Th& AT'lcansawTi^v- 
eltfr^'* throwing «o many contortions into its ex:eciu 
tion that it seemed ik3 if lift; and liberty depended 
OI^ his ext^i'ticms. The usual applause gitieted him 
on its oonclusiou, when Nat Straw climbed up oa 
the wagon wheel, and liUewiae whispered aopaethio^ 
to hi« champion. The little, oKt, weazened mendi- 
cant took hia cue, and cut into *-^ The Inah Waaher- 
woman '' with a grsat ilourish^ and tn the refroia 
obanted an unintelli^nble g:ibberiBh like the yelping 
of A coyote, which the audieuce so cheered that ho 
repeated it several times. The crowd now gathered 
uround the wagona and clamored for the decUion, 
and after consulting among oura^ves aoina littla 
time, and knowing that a neutral or iQdefLuite ver- 
dicit was desired, wc delegated the bartender to 
nnnoonce our conclnaiona. Taking oEf hie hat, he 
arose, and after requesting qaletneaa, pretended to 
read our- deoiaion. 
"* OeuUemen," he began, *'your judges feel a 
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ddiCAcy in pa^aing on the mcrita of such disti'iw 
ipiifthod ortista, but in tbe lirst number the Jeci- 
Biou ia uiiflDimously in fnvor of iL^r ilarky, while 
th« 8«oond is cJoarly in fuvor ef the white rontOHt- 
aat, lit regard to the ]siet test, your jiidg^a oaonot 
T0Ach iktiy detrUioti, as tlte lelectiona renderfid fail 
t^^ (juaiily Diiiltit- the heail of " — 

Rut two fliiota rang out in rapid ancoeaslon across 
tliQ kti^eut, and the orawd, Tncliulirg the judges &nd 
fiddlere, rushed away to witoess the new eiicitement. 
The fihooting bad oocurr^d in A restaantnt, and ^uite 
a mob ^fttbored aro;ind the (ioori when the nhoriS 
eme^od irova the building. 

'» It 'a nothing," eaid he ; " jnet a ccniple of punch- 
ers, who hod been drinking a littl^ were eating a 
finack, &nd one of them B,fike<I for a second dUh of 
pranes, when th« waiter got guy and tcld Liui that 
ho couldn't have themf — ' thnt he v/as full of 
]>rut)ES now/ So tbe lad took & L'ou|rle uf nhots 
at him. jnat to teaiu him to be uiore courteous 
to Btrangere. There vnia no hftrm done, aa tLo 
puncher waa too unsteady-" 

As the crowd dispersed from the reBtaiiJAnt^ X 
vetumed to ibe livery stable* whore Straw nnd sev- 
eral cf out outfit were explaining to the old mendi- 
cant that he had aimply ontplayc<l hia opponont, 
and it waa Coo bad tbnt tbey vere not bef^ter posted 
in sacred muaic. Under Straw's WderHhip, il pitraa 
was being made up Hinoiigtct t1ieni« and i\w old 
msJi's eyea brightened as be received »eversl crisp 
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bills Kod a ti:tTi(1ful of aiWer. Strstw was orgtag 
the cl(l fiddler to p<mt himself lu regard to sa^t^ 
inuHi{;, and lie would t^vt up HEiother mutoh for tlie 
ii«xt d;Ly, whcu Rod Wheat cume up and breatli- 
lessly informed OfBcer and myself that The Rehcl 
wanted ua over at the Black Elepho.tit gambling 
LalL Aa w<T turned to aooompany him, wo eagerly 
inquired if there were any troiiblOi Wheat in- 
formed lis there waa not, but that Prxeat was play* 
ing ID one of the bigj^aat atroaks of luok that ever 
happened- " Why, ihe old man is juat wallowing 
in velvet,'* said Rod, as wo hurried along, "and 
the dealer has lowered the limit from a hundred ta 
f!fty, forold Paul U playing them ha lii^h as a eat^s 
back- lie U n't drinking a. diop, and la aa cool as a 
oueumber- I don't know ivhfit he^aotavflth you 
fellows, but he begged me to hunt yuu up and eeud 
you to him.'' 

The Block £lo])baDt waa about a block from the 
livery, and as we entered^ a largo orowd of by- 
atanders were watehing tho playing arouad ona 
of the throe monUr gamua which were running. 
Elbowing oiir way through tho crowd, we reached 
my hunkJo, whom Oflteer shLp[^ed on the baek and 
ioqiiired what hfi wanted- 

"Why, I want you aud Quirk to bet a littlo 
money for me,*' he replied. " My hiok is with rae 
to^ay, and when 1 try to crowd it, this layout gtte 
foxy ond pinohoa the limit down to ^ty. Hero, 
take this mouey and oover both tho«e other gamea. 
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Cmll ant » ihej fall the UyonU, Aiitl I *11 pick tha 
wil to hvt thm moD^ ou. AdiI bot her G&rel^uly, 

Aa be «poke bo gaTe Officer ui^ myself each a 
haiMifiil of uikooatitccl money, and we proceeded to 
varry out hu itiAtructiona. 1 knw the ^tue per* 
fv<ei]y, kiTui^ spent sovi;nil jears^ enrtiings on my 
luition, acid vu paat mailer in tbe Coottijcal Spaa- 
wh terms of tbo gaiiM, while Offi<;er vkoa oqiially 
Lufombed. Joha took Uio table to the i-ight, wlitle 
I bnok th4» DCia on the left, and waiting for a upw 
vImJ, i'sUih) Uid c&rds &■ tbey fell. I Inquired tlitt 
liuil o£ tbtt d^aler^ and whs politely iurormed that 
it wai fifty tiMlay. At first our director ordered 
« number of imail bets made« z% thongh feeling hi* 
way, for oani* will turn ; but as ho fQUfid the old 
tuek waa MX with htm, he gradually incrca^d 
ibooi to the limit. After the tint few deaJa, I 
M^t^bl OA to bU faTiiritt» cai^la. wbioL were tbo 
t|t»Miu and wTvii, and 04i these we bet the limit. 
Ao#t anti a " inv^ agaiiut an aoe *' were al»o favorite 
Wtft 4»r Thfi Ri^bt-rii, but fur a smaller smn. Dar^ 
fnjf iki^ tini hour of my p1a)ii]^ — t(t s\tow the liu'k 
(if Clal^li — the qiwen won fiv« couseoutive tiiuea, 
txuoo a^udt a faTorite at tl^e concluaion of a deal* 
My judicmcbt waa to take up this bet, but Priest 
onl«re(l otberwue* for ic waa one of his prinoiplos 
i(*tf4r t4i douVt u curd AG long- ag it v\'on fur you. 

TIm ^Uy bad run along some time, and as I wtiB 
tktarb»d vritii watching, souoe one behind me laid 
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a ^endly lund on my ebouliler. Having eveiy 
CRrd in the layout covorac] with a hbt at the time. 
Bull Riipposin^ it to he Bomu of our outfit, I uevtir 
loi>l<i?*l ar(>]ni<l, when tliere came a aUp ou my back 
wliiiih nearly looBeuecl loy teeth. Tuiniug to &et 
wlio was making so free with me when 1 wiw ab- 
8orbed« my eye fell on my brother Zatjlt, but I had 
not time even to ahake hanJa with hiia« for two 
OiU'ds won in BoccoBeion and tht.^ dcn.tQr waa paying 
me, wliile tbe qnesu and seven wore cov^retl to 
the limit and were yet to be driiwn for. When the 
deal eiicled and whilo tho dealer was shiiffiiDg, I 
iriaimgETtl to gvt a ft^w win-ds with my brotJier, and 
learned thut he luid ronie throEigh wiUi a lierd bEs 
longing to oo^-armed Jim Reed, and that they were 
holding about ten milee up theiirer. He had met 
Flood, who told him thut I was in town: but as be 
VOA working on first guard with their herd, it was 
high timo he was ridiog. Tho dvalor waa wjiiting 
for me lo cut the cards, and stopping only to wring 
Za4*k'a hand m fai'ewell, I turned again to the 
ini>rite layout. 

OfRot^r was not &o fortunate an I was, partly by 
reaflon of delayB, the dealer ia his game ohaugiug 
decks on almoat every deal, and under Piieat's 
orders, we counted the cards with every change of 
the dock, A gamblor would i-nther burn money 
than lose to a, citken, and every hoodoo wbieb the 
fluperatttioa of the oraft could invoke to turn the 
run of the cards was used to eheuk lu. Several 
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bonn paM«<1 snd tW lampft were liglit^, bot vft 
ontiEbiiitly ndfled to tlie good — to the diBcomfinire 
of UtA own^rt of the g:ane& Dealers chitnged, but 
our v]gil»nce never relaxed for a Tnofi>eiit- Sud- 
denly an ftltcrcation sprang tip betwccu Officer and 
die dealer oi hi* game. Hie eereii hftd proved biie 
tiio«t lucky card to fTobn, vhidi fact vai aa plain to 
dcaJor aa U> piityer, bat the dealer, \>j alippicg oino 
tftivun out of the pack after it had b&eo couotod, 
wbicb wnA po^eible in the hands of an adept in spite 
of all v)^lan(*@, threw the p«ro«utagQ against tlie 
favorite card and in f^vor of the bank. Officer 
hncl atifipeoted somi^thing wrong, for the seven had 
Lieen louer during several deals Hhen nith a neven- 
king layout, and two (^arda of each class ^ct id thti 
pack« the dealer drew dowu until there wei-e lesa 
than a dnzen cards lefU when the king came, which 
lost a fifty dollar bet on the seven. Officer laid his 
hand on tlie money, and, aa was his privilege, said 
to Ihu doiJer, '■ Let me look over the remaindor of 
those oards. If there *8 two sevens there, you have 
won. If ther^ is n*t, don't ufF^r to touoh this bet." 

But the gTtmbler dec-lined the request, and Officer 
repeated his demand^ laying a bliie-harre]i<d six* 
shooter acrofi»i thi^ hot with the remark, " Well, if 
you expect to rake in this bet you have my terma," 

Evid<*ntly the demand would not have stood 
the test, for the dealer hunched the deck among 
the passed cards, and Officer quietly raked in the 
money. " Whea I want a skin gainep" Boid John, 
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A8 ho arosOi *^ I ^11 oome bock and boo you. Tou 
Kiw me take this money, did you ? Well, if you 're 
£ot AuyChin^ to say, qow 'b your time to spit it out." 

Btit bis calling bad made the gambler dtscreeC, 
ftitil he fluigaed no rB|]ly to the lauk Texan, who, 
nhallug under tha attempt to cheat him, slovrlj 
ttsturned his aix-shnoter to its liojstei-. Although 
holding; my owu in my game, I was auxioiia to bare 
it oonie to a olooe, but neither of us cared to aug- 
gost it to The Rebel ; it was bis money. But Offi- 
cer passed outside the boufto ebortly aftorward, and 
soon returned with Jim Flood and Nat Stiaw. 

As our foroman npppoached the table at whicli 
PiieBt was playing, he laid bis band on The Rebel's 
ahoulder atid saii^, " Come on, Paul»we 're all ready 
to go to cfLUjp. Where 'fl Quirk?" 

Pi'te^t looked up lu iuiLoeent amai^emeDt, — as 
though he had been awakened oat of a deep eleep^ 
for> m the aljaoiptioii of the game, he had taken no 
note of the paaaing hours and did not know that 
the lamps were burning. My bunkie obeyed aa 
promptly as though tho orders had been giveu by 
Don Lovell in person, and^ delighted with the turn 
of affairs, I withdrew with him. Once iu the strdotv 
Nat Straw threw an arm around The Rebel's m>cfc 
imd said to him, " My dear sir, the aeeret of suo 
ceHsfnl gnmbling is to quit when you *re winner, 
and befoi'e luek lunis. You may thiuk this is a low 
<lown trick, hut we 'te your friends, and when we 
board that you were a big viuuer, wo wero dote^ 
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min^d to get you out of thct« if we hatX to ropo 
And <lrag voa out* How muoh arc yon muntr? " 

Bof^re tho question con lil be corroctiy naaworpd, 
we sat Jotvu on the sidewalk nad the thrive of iif 
disgorged our winningB, sa tttat Flood and Str'a^ff 
could oount Priest waa llie ItLTgest winner, Offloer 
thf; ftmallij^t^ wliile I never will know the nmoimt 
of mbe, a^ T IiJid no Idea what I Btarted nil.li. Hub 
the tctJerfl' I'eport showed over fourtecLi huiidied 
dollars among the three of us. My hankie con- 
sented to allow Flood to keep it for him, and the 
latter atti?mptc!d to hurrah us off to camp^i hut John 
Officer pi^otesledn 

'* Hold on a mimitc, Jim,"* said Officer, " We're 
lu ragai we need some clolhoa. "We've been in 
town long enough, and we've got the |mt*e, but it 'a 
been such a bwsy afternoon with ua that we simply 
have n't had the time.'* 

Straw took our ]*art, and Flood giving ni, we 
entered a general outiittiiig store, from wLi^ih vre 
emerged within a quarter of an hour, wearing 
cheap new suits, the color of which we never knew 
until the nest day. Then bidding Straw a hearty 
farewell^ we rode for the North Platte, on which 
the herd would encamp. As we sfraled the hluEFs, 
we halted for our la^t glimpse of the lights of 
Ogalalla, and The Kebel remarked, "Btiyi^ I've 
traveled Home in tiiy life, but that little hole La<.'k 
there could gire Natrhez-ander-the-hiU carda and 
apadea, and then outhold hei aa a tough towa/* 
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It was now Jnlj. We bad taken on new suppliei 
at Og'aljLlLi, and a we*k afterwards ibo herd waa 
sDniting along ibe North Platte on its w:iy to the 
land of tie Blackfpflt. It was always liaM to get 
a Itertl past a aupply points Wis harl the B9m« 
imuMe when we |>jwae£l DmTge. Our Inng hours 
ID tho gaddlo, coupled with the monotony of our 
work, made these supply points of such lutei-eBt 
to U3 that tho3' wore liko onaes in detiert Jai^db to 
devotees on pilgrimage to «onte ouneecrated shrino* 
Wo could bavo Bpeut a weok in Og^alalla and en- 
joyed our visit OTury bloaaud moment of tho tiroo. 
But now, a week later, moat of the headaches had 
disuppeai-ed and we bad settled down to our dally 
work- 

At Horse Creek, the Inat stream of water before 
entering Wyoming, a lad who out the tr&il at tliat 
point for Eiome cattle comp/tuies, after trimming uh 
up, rode along foi half a day through their rang^e. 
and told us of an accident which happened about a 
week before. The horse of some peeler, working 
with one of Sbnngbai Pierce's herda* acted np one 
morning, and full b&okward wilhhim bo that his gun 
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ITU AM^efiUDy dif«1iaTg^ TV outfit Uyovtr m 
Axj mnd gfti^ hiat m decent % bttrinl as tbey eoold. 
We would find lbs tww-nude gnve abewl on Sqtww 
Crr«k,l)«70ful thecrouiDgitoUw nglit hukd skl« in 
A cdampof cotUjmroodfi. Tbe next d&y, while wmtci^ 
tog tbe benl ftt tliu ct«ek, we a11 rod« over uid 
lookc<I &t the ^nve. Tbe outfit bad fixed tbirigs 
up quite nicely. Thej bad built ft tquaie pen d 
rouf;b cottoQvood logv arovad the grmve, uid bod 
tnnrked tbe bead ftnd foot with % big fiat Uone, 
edgtid tjp, )i«:»ping up quite ft nsonod of stociee to 
keep tbe anini&ls »way. In & tree bis name was 
d\l — Minndi'd natnral. too, tl^ough none of us 
l(ni>w bint, as Pirrct^ always drore from tbe ea^t 
coa^t country. There was uolHiitg diHorent JLbaut 
tliiA grave? from tL« bunfir«dA of others wliicb m&de 
laiidn^arkson theOld Westeni Tml, except it waa 
the latest. 

That uight aronnd (ho camp-fire eome of the 
havH were movud to tell thetr oxporioncos. This 
accident might happen to any of ns, and it aeemgd 
mlhcr Hhort iioticjo to a man unjoyiag life, e7d0 
though hia calling was rough. 

"As for myself," said Rod Wheat, "I'm not 
going to fret- You oan't ftvoid it vi\i«n it comes, 
and every now and tb»n you miss it by a bair. I 
had an ancle who served four years in the Confed- 
erate army* went through thirty engagements, was 
woiiDdr-,d balf a dozen tlincH, and came home well 
and Bound. WitLin a month after bis rotum, a 
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plougli hoDilIe kicked Iiim in tbe side and we buried 
jiini witliii) a week." 

" Oh, well,"* said Fox, comroerting on the Buddea 
call of the man whoao grave we bad aeeo, " it won't 
make trmcli difference to tliia fellow baolt here whoo 
the horn tools and the graves give up their dead. 
Ha might juat 3ls well atart from there as aoywhere. 
I don't envy him none, though ; but if I had any 
pity to offer now, it would be for a mother or sister 
who might wish that he slept nearer home/' 

This last I'emaik carried our miudn f^r away 
from their preaenb aurroundtngs to otbeT graves 
which were not on the trail. There wa^ a long 
tiilerLCOi We lay around tha comp-ftre and gaaed 
into its depths, wbile ita fliekeriag light threw our 
ahadowB out hejond the circle. Our reverie was 
finaUy broken by Ash Borrowetono, who was by 
all odds the mo£t imprasdionaible nud emotional one 
in tbe outtit^ a man who always argued the moral 
Bide of every queetioUf yet oould not be crei^ited 
With posseBHing an iota of mural stamina. Gloomy 
aa we were, he added to our depi'eastou by ralating 
a pathetic incident which oconrred at a child's fu- 
neral, when Flood reproved him, saying', — 

** Weill neither that one you mcutiou^ nor this 
one of Pierce's mau la any of our faoerul. We 'ro 
on the trail with Lo\eIl's eattle. You ahould keep 
nearer the earth.'' 

There was s. long silenoe after tlria reproof of the 
f urem&o. It waa erideut there wus a gWm H^ttling 
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over tbc onttit. Oar UtEruj^hto were rocgbj; vide 
At kujt Rod W'h^SLi tpoke up uid sc^d that ta order 
to g«t tbd boit>f&t of oU the vuriotioas, the blooa 
ver« not & b&d tbing to hsive. 

Hot tlio d6pr«5£ioci of our apints wu not no 
«ftMi1y dUmifisCHL lii order to avoid liftterung to tJia 
gloomy tal«4 tii^ were being nnrnited nj'oiind the 
camp^rire, a number of uh got ap and wei^t out 7U 
if to look up the night horses on picket The 
Kebet tuid I pull<^d our picket pins aad chaD^d 
our iiorses to fresh grasdng, and nfter lying down 
Among the boraca, out of hoaiiug of tbo catup, for 
OFcr lUi howTt TttUiniod to tho tvagon osp<^tiDg to 
retire. A immbor of tUu hoy» were maidiig down 
their beds, fts it waa already late; but on onr 
Arrival At the ftre one of the hoys bad jtiat <^jm* 
clnd«^ a Htory, as gloomy as th© otbere which had 
prei<eded iL 

'' Tiieso stoi-ie« you are all t«lluig to-nigbl," saSJ 
Floods ^* remind roe of what Lige Lmk oaid to 
the book a^ent when he was Ehr-ariiig abccp. 'I 
reoiton,' said Lige, ' that book of yotirs Las a hcftp 
sight more pastry in it than there ia in th^^aring 
«lie^/ I wish 1 had gone on guard to-night, so I 
conld have mie^ed these staries/^ 

At this juDcitiire the first guard rode in, having 
iH^en relmved, and John OfBi^r, who had exfrhcingtfd 
places un guaid that ni^ht with MobS Slrayhom, 
remarked that the cattle were uxLeasj. 

*'ThiB outfit," said ho, "didn't half water tho 
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h&vA to-Jay. Ono tlird of thotn hasn't boildtd 
down yet, nnd tlioy don't act Jis if Xhey aim to, 
oither. There *ti do 4>xcuBe for it id a vell-vat^rTed 
eouQti^ like this. I'll Leo-ve the saddle on my 
horse, anyhow." 

"Now that's the result," said our foi-eman, *'of 
the hftur we Sjieut around that grave to-djiy, wh«u 
we ought to havo been tendipg to our job. Thi» 
outfit," he oontinnedi ivben Officer returned from 
pioketing his horse, '* have been trying to hold 
fnnsral Bervioes over that Pierce majrs grnve baok 
thoT^- Yoa 'd think so, anyway, from tha tales 
theyVe beeu telling, 1 hope you won't get thd 
sniffles and tell ftny/' 

**Thifl letting yuiirself get gloomy," ssid Offi(?er, 
" rflinirdn me of a time wh once haul at- the * J, H/ 
camp in the Cherokee Strip, It wna near Christ- 
mas, and the work waa all done up. The boya had 
blowod in their sununer's wages and were feeling 
glum all oTor. Ontj or two of tho boya were In- 
ntenting that they bod n't gone home to see the old 
folks. This gloomy feeling hept aprearling until 
they actually would n't speak Co eaoh other. Ono 
of them would go out and ait on the wood pile for 
bours, all by himself, nnd make n new aet of good 
resolutions. Another would go out and bit on the 
ground, on the sunny side of the corrn.ls, and dig 
holes m the frozttu ^artb with his knife. Tlivy 
would n't come to meala when the oook nailed them. 

*^Now, &Dller, th€ foreman, didn't have any 
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sympathy for them; at fact he delighted to a^ 
them in that ooudition. He h^id u't any uvc for ft 
man who was n't dead toagli ander any c^xiditioo. 
1 've known him to caiiip hia out^t on alkali watcx* 
SO the men would got nut in the moraing, and 
ev&iy rascLii beg leave to ride on tho outside circle 
on tli^ morning rciiadup, 

*' Well, three daye before Christmas, just when 
thingB Wf>re looking gloomiest, thore drifted tip from 
the Cheyenne voiiutry one of thi; old timers. None 
of tUem had aena him m four jeara, though be bad 
worked on Uiat raoge before, and witli the eiaQ|K 
tiou v( tnyaelf, they all knew him^ lie was riding 
the chuckline all right, but Miller ^ve him a wel- 
a>me^ as he ^vaa thta real tiling. He had beeit work^ 
ing out in the Pan-handle oounli'y. New Mexico, 
and the deTil knows whore, etnoe ho had left that 
range. Ho WOB meaty with news and searey etories. 
The boya would ait around avd listen to him yarn, 
and now and then a smile would come on their 
faaoB. Miller was delighted with bin guest. He 
hwl ahown no hi^nn uf leUing np at eleven oVlock 
the first night, when ho happened to mention where 
be was the Chris tmas heforo, 

^* * There was a little woman at the ranch/ aaid 
he, * wife of the owner, and 1 waa helping her get 
up dinner, ae we had quite a number oi folka at 
tho ranch. She asked me to mako the hear fti^u 
— doughnutK, she called them — and I did, though 
■he had to ahow me how aome little. Well, fellowa, 
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you ("tight to bave saen tbem -^ jiiat a\veet enongb, 
browned to a ttim, and enough to l:tst a w^ek. AH 
the folks at JJimer tbat day [iraiAed tlieiu. Siuca 
than, IVe hatl a cliance to try my hand several 
tiioes, and you may not tumble to the diversity oi. 
all my acoompliBbmectB, but 1 'ta au artiat on bear 
aign." 

■' Miller arose, took him by the hdad, and B&id, 
' That 's straight, now, is it ? ' 

•'^Tbttl^s straight. Making bear sign ib my 
long suit.' 

'* * Moustt/ said Miller to one of the boys, 'go 
out and liiirig in biM >4!iddle front ihn stable aud put 
it uuder my bed. Thi-ow liia horae iu the big pas- 
ture in the morning. Ue »taya here until spring; 
and the itrst npcs^r of green grasa 1 see^ bis name 
goes on the pay rolU This outfit ia gby on men 
who can make bear sign. Now, I was thinking 
that jou could sproa/l down your blankets on tho 
hearth, but you eao sleep with me to-night. Yen 
go to WLirk on this specialty of yours nght after 
breakfast in the morning, and sbovr ua what you 
(!ari do in that line.* 

'* They talked quite a while longer. And then 
turned in for the ntgbt. Tlie next moining after 
breakfast waa over, he got the needed artieles to- 
gether and went to work. But there waa a aorpridfl 
in store for Kim. There was nearly a doaen men 
lying around, all Ltble eaterft. By ten o*elook ho 
began to turn tliem out as he s^ild hecoabL Wlutn 
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llie r^ulAr oook had to bav« the atove to g«t din- 
ELsr, tbe taste wliicli we hivi hoA made us ntvenouB 
fov more- DiDD^r over, he weut at tLetu ag^aiu ia 
enni&st. A buy Hding tnwar<U the rarlrond with 
an im[Fortaiit ]vil»y dropped lu, and ;ib 1m iiktiiitjil 
lie ci'M only stup for a moEnent, we stood rade 
UDtil he had had a taste, though be filled luiimelf 
liJie ti poiaooed pup. After eatiug & solid hour, 
lie fiUisd Lib pockets And rode awaj> One of our 
regular mer culled after him, * Don't tell anybody 
what we got/ 

'* Wg did a't get any Buppor that night. Not a 
laan coald h^^ve eatmi a bito- MiUi^r made liiin 
knock off along in tht^ ahatik of the evenings as he 
luul dunf^ econgh ftir any one day. The next morB- 
ing aftei^ breakfaj^t he fell to at the beji.r higu once 
uuiTii, MillKi" rolled a banal of flour intn the 
kitchen from the Gtoi'ehousa, aud told blui to fly 
at tbem. * About bow many do you thJuk you *11 
want ? * asked cur bear sign man. 

^^'Tbat big tub full won't be any too many,' 
lUiBwerod Miller. * Some of lho3Q follows have n*t 
had any of this kind of trnok ainoe they were little 
boye. If ihJe gets out, I look for men from oth^r 
camps.' 

"The fellow fell to lua work like a thorough- 
tred, which be surely was. About ten o'clock two 
men rode up fi'oui a camp to the uorlht whicb ih% 
boy had passed the day before with the letter. 
Thej never went near the dug-out, hut straiglit 
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to tbo kitchen. Thikt movemotit ahovre^ tba^t tbcj 
were on to tbc racket. An bottr later old Tom 
Covfi rode m, hU Lorse all in a latbcr, all the way 
froiJi Garretson^e camp, twenty-tive milea to the 
eajft. The old smner said that bo had been oc 
tlie fTQTitier some litcle time, and that there w^re 
the best bear sjf^ he had tasted in forty years. 
He refused to take a stooT and sit down lik^ oiviL- 
ised folko, but stood up by the tub and pit^ked out 
the one9 which wei^ a pale biowii. 

" After dinner our man threv off his overshirt^ 
unbuttoned bis rod uuderBhlrt and turned it in 
until you could aee the hair on his Ureaat. Holl< 
in^ up hie aleeves, he flew at his job «nce more. 
He was getting his work reduced to a ecienco by 
this time- He rolled his dough, cnt his dough, and 
turned out the fine brown bear sign Co the uitiafac- 
tion of aJl- 

'* His capacity, however, wfia limited. About 
two p'filook Doc Langford and two of h'm peelem 
wero aeon riding up. Wheu he come iato the 
kitchen* Doo aworo by all that was ^od and holy 
that he hod n't beard that our artiat hod come back 
to that country. But any cue that waa noticin^r 
could Bee him edge around to the tub> It was 
easy to see that be was lying- This luok of ours 
waa oircuIfLting faster than a secret amongot wotneo. 
Our maiL, though, stood at his post like the hoy on 
the burning deck. Wlieu ni^bt came on, he had n*t 
oorered the bottom of the tub. When he knookud 
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off. Doc LnngforcT nT\d bin men goMile^ up wliat 
wiw left We gave them a mean lortlc as they ro(l« 
off, but they c-juiib bauk die next Jay, five atrT>ng. 
Our regular meu urouucl cantp diilu't like it. the 
way tUiugs were goin^j. They tried to act poUle 

"Calliuf beAT eign doughnnW interrupted 
Quince Forrcat, ** reminds me what'^ — 

'» Will you kindly iiobblo your lip,'' said Offioor ; 
** I have the floor at pt^setit. Aa 1 weib «ayjug, 
they tried to ai.'t polite to cumpAny that way. but 
we had n't got a ainell the second day. Our man 
showed no signs of fnti^ie. and told nevei^al gmhl 
stories that ftighL He waA tough- The next day 
van Christmaa, but lie had no respect For a holi- 
day^ and made np a large batoh of dough before 
bnra-kfast. It was a good thing he did, for early 
thai moruiog; ^Original' John Smith and four of 
his peelcra rode in from tho west, their horses alt 
covered with froH. They n;u»t have started at 
daybroak — It was a good twenty-two tnile rida. 
They wanted ue to believe that they had simply 
come over to spend Christmas with us, Conjjinny 
that way, you 4;an'l say anything. But the i^nsy 
iri ftTiner in which they gravitAted around that tub 
— not even waiting to be Invited — told a diflfcreut 
taJe, Tbej were not nearly satisfied by noon. 

*■ Then who ahould come drifting in aa we wore 
sitting down to dinner, but Billy Dunlap and Jim 
Haiti from Quiolio'e camp, thirty milee soatb ou 
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the Cimarron. Duidnp always holed tip VjUc a 
be&r In tbe vriut«r, and several of tho bo^3 epilled 
their ooffee at si^ht of him. He pnC np a thin ex- 
eaae just like thd r«st> Any one coulcl see througli 
it. BiTt there it was again — he was company. 
Lot§ of 113 hftd eaten at his camp and complained 
of Lis chuck; therefore, wo were nicd to him. 
Miller called our man out behind the kitchen and 
told him to knock off if be wauled to. But he 
wouldn't do it. He was clean ntram — I'm not 
talking. Dunhip ate ha.rdly any dinner, we noticed* 
aod the very first batch of bear ai^ turticd out, h6 
loa<la up a tin plate aod goes out and sits bobind 
the Btoi-eboua^ in the sud, all alone m hU glory. 
He satiafied himaelf out of the tub after that. 

^'He and Hale Btaye^l nil ni^'ht, ami DiinLip 
kept every one awake with the Dig;htn]aFe. Tea, 
kept fljrhting tho dematts all night. The next 
momin^ Miller told hiiu that he wa» ^iirpri^ed 
that an eld graj-baired man like htm didn't know 
when Ijo had enough, but must gotgc himself like 
Bonae siUy kid. Miller told him that he was wel- 
come to stay a week if he wanted to, but he would 
havG to ateep in the stable. It was cruel to tbft 
boraea, but the men were entitled to a Hrtle sleep, 
at lea^t in tlie winter. Miller tempered his re- 
marks wir^h all kindoess, and Dunlap acted aa if be 
waa eorry, and aa good as admitted that hh jeam 
were telling on hrm. That d^ty otir laan filled bit 
tub, H& was aimply au artist on bear aigu.*' 
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'^Colling bear aigtt douglmaU," oat in Quince 
Forr&at Again, &« soon as ho saw an oponiDg^ ^*t^ 
nnnds me what the little bov said who woiif* — 

But there oftme a rumblini;^ of many hoofs ixcm 
the Led ground. " There 'a heU for yon," snid half 
a doEKU rji^n tu a I'liuru^, ami «)Ver\ man in <*anip 
ran for his horse but the cook, aud he cliuibed into 
the wzBgoQ. The roar of the running imttle w^w 
like approacliing thundcTi but the £adh froat the 
Btx-ahoottra of the meu on guard indicated they 
were quartering by oamp, heading out towards the 
hillE, Horecfi becamo so csoited th»iy woro diffi- 
oult to bridle. There wae plenty of oami^t and 
^ncere sweaHng done that night. All the fine 
sentiment and melancholy of thd hoiir previona 
vaubhed in h Tnomt^Dt* as tbu men thruw them, 
selpea utio their saddles, ndiog deep, for tt waa 
unuertjiiii foot^Dg to horseH. 

Witliln two minutes from the time the herd left 
the bed gtouad, fourteen of us rode on their loft 
point and acro83 their front, iinag our six-shootcra 
in thoir ioGQQ* By tho timo tha hurd had covered a 
Bcitnt U3ik> VG had thrown them into a null, Tht^y 
bad run ao compa^jtly thai there were no Btragglers, 
BO we loosened out and gave them room ; but it 
vas H, lung timt? before tlibiy relaxed arty, but oinu 
tiiiued goti>g round and round tike st viitur wheel 
cir an endlt^^s chMtu. The foreman ordtied thi'ee 
men on the heavieat horsea to split them. The men 
rode oat a abort didtaace te get the required mo- 
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struck tkU nen of cattle and entered, but it in- 
etontly cloaed in Lheir wake aa thong'h it had been 
wiitor. For oji hour they rode throiigb the herd, 
baok and forth^ dow from this quarter, now tram 
tbut, and tiniilly the mUl was broken, Aft^r mld- 
ntght, as luck would hs^ve it, heavy dark clouda 
banked m thct northwest, and lightning flash^, 
and befnn> n aiogle auiinaJ hml lain down»adriz» 
idhtg ntin fvet tii. ThtLt settled it; it wan an all- 
Dight job now. We drifted about hither And ytM'i, 
Hordes, men. and cattle tumod thoir baok» to tho 
wind aail rain and wattod for moniing:. We wero 
BO famUiar with the nigns of coming d^y that wo 
turned thom looee half au hour before dawn» loav* 
lag herders, and rod« for oamp. 

As w« groped our way tu that dark hour before 
dawn, hungiy, drenubed, and bedrag^W» thero 
was notliing gt^efiil abnnt us, while Bob BCadea 
tixpreitsed hb disgoHt over our otir^npation. *'Tf 
over I get home again/* said he, and the U>i\&^ of 
hiit volaa were an able sticoud to his remarks, ^^yoa 
all can go up the trad that want Uk but hcr« '» ono 
duoken that won^l. There iio't a <!OwmaT] ui 
Toxaa who faas» mon^ onough to hiro ni« a^in/' 

*' Ah, hoU, now," oaid Bull, " you ou^bt u't to lot 
a little rstiD mfflo your feathers thftt way. Choctr 
up, sonny ; you mtty be rbh *amft day yet uid walk 
on bniM«li and velvet." 
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MCnrin^ a oount on tte lierd that moniing 
imd Afidinjc Dothing shorty we trailed out up the 
North Platte River. It wad an ea^ oouittr}^ in 
which to IiiuidlB X herd \ the trail in plaoea would 
run back from ihe river aa far as t^n miles, H.nd 
again follow oloao in nenr the river hottoms. Thtra 
waa an ahiitidartce of small crett^H putting into thta 
fork of ths Phitto from the south, which idlFurdcJ 
water for the herd and good camp grounds at nigbt- 
Onl^ twice £ifter leaving Ogulalla had we hocn 
Gompelli'd to go to the river for water for the herd, 
and with tho exception of thnndcratonna and occa- 
sional BumnseT raine« tho woathi^r hnd heon zdl ond 
eould wish. For the ps.gt week as we trniled up 
the North Platte, some one of us visited the river 
dally to note its stJige of water, far we were dne ta 
eroHS at Forty iHlAnda, about twi^lve luUas sontli 
of old Fort Laramie, The North Platte was very 
aimilAr to the South Canadiaii. — a wide sandy 
atrcam witho^it banks; and our (ixperience with the 
latter was freeh in our nivmorieai The atagG of 
water had not been favorable, for tht3 river nlso 
had its eource m the mountaina, and as &ow mid- 
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TOinmflP was upon iw» the season of heavy r^iinfall 
in the inCkunUinB, augmonted bj the melting snows, 
thu priw|wt:t of fiinlin^ a forJaljle stage of water at 
Forty lBl;uitl» was uot very euowiiritgiug. 

\\ e reached tliis well-lttown ciossiiig late in the 
aftornooo tbe third day after Jeaving the Wyoming 
Jine, and found one of the Prairie Cattle Com- 
pany'fl horda waterbound. This herd bad been 
winter^ on one of that company's rangea on tho 
Arkanaaw Rii/er in southern Colorado, and their 
d-QHtioatioD wna in the! Bad Lands TLcar the mouth 
of thtj Yellowstone, where the sfline company liud 
a norliheru range- Flood kutiw the foreman. Wade 
Sohoiu', who repotted hapiug been wjtterbouiid 
over a week abeady with no prospect of croaaing 
without awimming. Scholar knew the country 
thoroughly, and hud decided to lie over until the 
Tivor W1I5 fordahle at Forty leiandB, as it waa much 
the easiest oi<onein<; on the fTorth Platte, though 
there was a wagon ferry at Fort Laramie^ He 
returned with Flood to our camp, and the twtt 
talked over the pruapec^b of swimming it on tho 
morrow. 

"Let ^s seitd the wagons up to the ferry in tlio 
mOTDing/^ aaid I'^loo*!, ^'snd i^wim the herda. If 
jou Wiwt until this river falia, you are liitble to 
havo an oxpericneo like wo had on tho 8oatb Cana- 
ditin, — lost three days and bogged ever a hnndrwl 
<>attle. When oiie of iheso sandy riyors has had 
a big freahet, look out foT quicksands; but yoa 
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know tliAt aa well as I do. ^h^. weVo swum 
over hall A (toxcn nvers oln^ody, and I*d munh 
rntber e«nni thu oou dbau attErmpt to ford U ju&t 
iiftoi' it baa fallen, ^'e c&n double our cutfita and 
bo &^el^ Li4*roa« biiEore noon. I 've got nearly a 
thouaaod miles yet ut make, and have jiiat f^ot to 
get over. ThinV it over to-riigbt« and have your 
wagou ready to utart with «urs-" 

Scbolar rode away without giving oar foreman 
any defuiite answer as to what he would do, though 
earlii-r in tht vT^-ning he bad o0ered to throw bis 
herd well out of the way &t the ford, and lend ua 
auy a^Hietant^e tit Lis ootumand. But when it c^me 
to the <|uefition ot crossing \i5 own herd, he Bat-nied 
to dread the idea of awiirunmg the river, and could 
not he inditeer) to sny whiU he woiild do, hut tiuid 
that we were weleonie to the lead. The next morn- 
Irtg Flood and I auteompanied our wagon up to his 
camp, wheu it was plainly evident thut he did not 
intend to aend his wagon with ours, aud MoCann 
atarteJ on nJonc, though our forf^mun rcnowod his 
efforts to convince Schclor of the feasibility of 
Bwiixjming the herds. Their cattle wore thrown 
well away from the ford, and Scholar aesured ns 
that his outfit would be on hand whenever vr& were 
ready to cross, and even invited all hand* uf uft to 
ccDie to hU wagon far dinner, ^'hen returmng 
to ni^r herd. Flood told me tha<t Suholur vfus oou- 
fiidered one of the beat foremen on the trail, and 
vhy he should rcfoae to awlm his cattlo was onex- 
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pUinabla. He must ha^ve time to bum, bTit UiJiL 
ilul n't seem reaaouible, for the e^rllt^r througli 
cattle were turned li>i>ae oa tlieir wiuter i-aiige tho 
better- We were in nf> hurry to aroaa, m our 
Wit^on wirnld bo goDo all day, aud it waa uearly 
high noon when wo trailed up to tho ford. 

With the addition to our force of Saholar amd 
nine or U^n of tin men, we hR^l uu s^bundanoe of 
help, and fiut the iisttle \otn the water opposite 
two LfibindH^ our ^a^ldle b(ir?<e}4 hx the luud a» uhuhI. 
There was no Bwimmiug water beCweeu the eouth 
flhore and the first island, though it wet our saddle 
aklrta for aomo coosldevable distance, this clijinnel 
being nearly two bun Irod yards wide. Moui of 
our outfit took the water, whilo Seholar'a men fe^ 
our herd m from the eouth bauli, a number of thei? 
men comlug over as far as the first Uland- The 
Aecoiki island lay down the strearn 9om& little dis<> 
tunce; and an we pushed the eattlfs off the first one 
we^were iu nwtuiiuUg water in no time, bnl the 
Bnddle horses were already lauding ou the second 
island, and our l«ad cattle struck out, and, brpast- 
ing the water, swam as proudly ^ awnus. The 
niid<Ile channel waa nearly a huudi'eJ yarda wide, 
the greater portion of which was swimtaJng, though 
the last ebEumel was mueh wider. But our ead- 
dle horspg had ali-eady talceu it, and when within 
fifty yar<U of tlio farther shore, struck solid foot- 
ing, Willi our i>wn outfit we crowded the leadt^rii 
to keep the ohain of cattle unbrokeD, aud before 
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Honcymnn <?i>u)d Imstk lib homes out of the livcTt 
oux lead cattlu Lad oaught a £ootholcl» wcr« h^sdlnff 
up uLrouju aud iKlj^ing out tov tim fHrlli^^r ab'>ru, 

I had OKB of the best swiiuming horses in our 
OiitBt, ui:d Flood {rut in<* in the load mi the jtoint. 
A'i my \K\rae <«me out on the farther hank, I am 
certniti I never hare aeen a herd of cattle, br^fum 
or siDce-i which pre«aated a prettier »ight when 
Bwiiuniing than oi^ra tlid that day. There waa fuUy 
four hundred ynrdu of water on the angle by which 
we «rosstd, Jicurly half of which waa asv'iiumiog, but 
with the two isknds which g&ve th<^m n hreftth- 
ing HiJtll^ our Circle Dota were taking the watet 
lu HteadJly ^ a herd leaving their bed groimid. 
Scholnr and his mi^n were fet<dijig them in, whilo 
hnlf a do^en uf our men oil ecu^h island W4;re keep- 
ing them moving, Ilonejniaji and I pointed them 
out of tlie ilvcr; and as they gi&z&d aw^y froiD 
the Eihore, they spread out fau-Uk«. many of them 
kicking up Ihoir hccb after thoy lefl tho water 
in healthy enjnyinent of their hath. I^iig before 
they were half over, the umal thonting hftd c«fta9^ 
and wo Hiniply Bat in our aaddlea and waited for 
the long train of cattle to come up and cross. 
Wltliin less than half an hour from the fjiii« our 
siiddlii horses <?utf^red thvi North Phitte, tht? tiijl 
end of our herd had landed safely on the farthar 
bank, 

Ab Honeyman and I weie the only ones of o«r 
outfit on the north side of the river during tho pew* 
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Mge. FlooJ oalkd to na from acroBs tbe last olian* 
nel to gTAtiQ the hei-d tmtU relieYdil. when the re* 
luaiiRlBi- of the outfSl rfttumi-d to the ftoiith Bide to 
recover their dirtcurded efTec^ta aJi<I tti got slimier 
with 8clio1ai:*a vragoo, I bad iiaitated Ilooeyman, 
and tied my boots to my cantl^ atrings, ho that 
my ciFeota weve> ou the right aide of the river; nad 
as far as dinnor was concerned, — weU, I M much 
rather miss it tlian swici the Platto twioe in Ua 
then stage of water. There ia a differenoe in 
daring m one*8 duty and in daring ont of pure 
ventureaonieneas, anil If we niiBsed our dinners it 
woidd not I* thti first time, so we were quite will- 
ing bo moke the sacrifice. If tbe Quirk family 
nevor aobiore Fame for daring by field and flood, 
until this one of the old man's boya bring^s tbe 
family name into prominonoei it will be hopeleeely 
loat to posterity. 

We allowed the oattle to graaa of their own free 
will, and merely turned in tbe sidea and rear, but 
on reaching the second bottom of the rlvt^rj wbera 
they caiiglit a gtHKl bree^ce, tlicy lay down for their 
noonday 8ie*ta, wbidi relievefl us of all work but 
keeping watch over them. The saddle horses were 
gracing about in plain view on the iirsl bottom, so 
Honcyman and I dismounted on a little eter^tioa 
overlooking our charges. We were expecting th& 
outfit to roturn promptly after dinner waa over* 
for it waa early enough in the day to have trailed 
eight or ten miles farther. It would have been no 
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trouble to wmd Borae one up tlie river to meet our 
WRgon aud ]>t]nt MoCasn to the herd, for the bratl 
loft on a line due north from the river. We h^ 
been lounging about for an hour vhik the cnttle 
were roetiug, when our attention wofi attiuotod by 
our eaddie horst^^ in the bottom. Tbey were look- 
ing }4t the ford, to which we Bupf>oaed their atten- 
tion had been attracted by the ewiiaming of the 
outfit, but instead only two of thu hays showed np, 
ajul on sighting us nearly a mile away, they rode 
forward very leisurely. Before their arrivaJ we 
re(iognized them by their horaea as Aah Borrow- 
«tone and Hod Wheat, and on thair iidiiig up tli6 
latter suid ua he diamounted,— 

"Well, they're going to oroaa the other herd, 
and they want yon to oomij back and point t}io 
cattle with that famous swimming horse of yours. 
You *U learn after a while not to blow bo mneh 
about your mount, and your cutting horsea, and 
your night horses, and your swinnikiug horses. I 
wish every horse of mine had a nig^r brand on 
him, and I had to ride iii the w^on^ when it comes 
to swiuimiBg these rivers. And 1 'in not the only 
one that has a distaste for a wet propaaition, for 
I woiddn^t have to guess twioo aa to what 'a the 
matter with St.'holar, But FJoud haa poitndud him 
on the back e?er aince he met him yesterday even- 
ing to swim his oattle, until it 'a either swim or 
suy he 'a afraid to, — it 'a * Shoot, Luke, or give up 
the gun ^ with litm. Scholar 'a a ttio& fellow, hut 
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1 Ul bet my intorCBt in gooae heaTon tliat 1 knotr 
wbat 'fi the mattor witb him, AikI I 'm not bliUA- 
in^^ hini, either; but 1 eaa't tmderatand why our 
hoss should, t&ke such an interest in having him 
awim. It^a none of his buuinesH if h^^ swims now, 
or fords a muutb Louoe, or vsaitA iintW tlie rJver 
freeztrH over lu Ihu winter jtnd i^ro^sej^ on the ice. 
But let tlie big ftngers wrangle it out; you noticed^ 
Aab, that not one of Scholar's outfit ever said a 
word oaa way or tho olhor, but Flood poured it 
into him until he oon^ented to swim. So fork that 
nwimniing bors© of yours and wet your big too 
again in xhe Xorth Platte." 

As ihfi ordera liad eome from the forems,u, there 
wan nothing to do bnt oljey. Hunyymau rode a^ 
far aa the ritfer with tue, where after aheddiag niy 
boots iUkl Fiur|]]Lis clothing and iteoretin^ thetn, T 
r(>de up above the island and plunged in. I was 
riding the gray whioh I had tried in the Rio 
Grande the day we received tho herd, and now 
that I understood handling him better, 1 pNsferred 
him to Nigger Boy, my night horae. We took the 
first and second i»ilanda with but a blowing spell 
between, and when I reached the farther «hore, I 
tnrned in my 8a<1d1e and saw Honeyinaii wave his 
liat to me iti congratulatiou. On reuching their 
wagon, 1 Found the herd was swinging around 
about a mile out from the river, tn order to get a 
straight shoot for the entrance at the ford. I hur- 
ncflly swallowed my dinnOTf and as we rode out to 
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meet the benl, Aikcd Flood \i Scholar worg not 
going to iwad hi* wagon np to the ferry to orow, 
ft)r Lliere vfaa Ha jet no uiditrntii^i] of it. Flood 
mplicti that Scholar expeoMil to go witb Die wngou, 
Al 1m nooded eoine atip]ili<;n ^vkicli br tItougLt ho 
<]onId ^t from the eutler at Fort Lru-ainte. 

Flood ordvnxl mo to taJcc tho loi^t^r point ngniOt 
und 1 rode Across the trail And took niy pLuce wh«ii 
the herd eajno within a quarter of a mile of iho 
river, v^bile the remniTider of the outfit took poei- 
tiotis near tho kod on the lowor side. It wuh ^ 
■Hghlly larger herfi than ours, — aU steers, tbreo- 
yoar-oMs thnt reflected in their glossy vtmls t)io 
benefits of a oorthen] winter. A» we came up to 
the water's edge* it required two of their men to 
force their remtida into the water, though it ww 
mneb smiUler than our^, — six horses to the nmn, 
hut better onea than oura, being ncaiheni wintered* 
The cattle were well trail-brokeD, and foUoi^ed tho 
leadership of the saddla Loreoa nieely to tho first 
island, but they would have balked at thij aeoond 
channel, had it not been for tha amount of help 
at hand. W« lined them out, however, and th«y 
hreaated the current, and lajided on the aeooiid 
ialandp The saddle horxes g^ve nome little tronhlo 
on leaving for the farther shore, and before they 
were got ofT» several hundred bead or£ cattle bad 
landed on the island. But tliey handled ohedientlj 
and were eoon trailing out upon terrb firmn, tho 
herd following aeross without a broken link in the 
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oliaiii. There was notliing now to do but keep the 
train moving iutu the wiiter on tLe south bank, Aee 
that th^y di4 not congest on the ialaiKls, And tliat 
they left the nver on reaching the furtbor ahoro. 
When the aatidlti horeee reoohcd the farther biuik, 
they were throcrn up the river and turned loose, ao 
that the two men would be availa^bk to hold the 
herd after it left th& water. I had crossed with 
the f^rst lead cattla to the farther shore, aiid was 
turning them up the river as fast an they atruisk 
aolid footing on that side* But several times 1 was 
compelled to 8-nim baak to the nearoat islaud. and 
return with large bunches whieh had hesitated to 
tahe the lost uhannel. 

The two outtita woro working promiaouously to- 
gether. And 1 never knew who waa the directing 
spirit in the work; but when the last two or three 
hundred of the tail-enderB were leaving the first 
island for th^ aei^oud, and the men working in the 
rear started to 4wtm the ohaniiel, aiuid tlie general 
hilarity I lecogLiIzeil a shonb that was born of fear 
and terror, A hushed silenoe fell over the riotous 
ridei-a in the river, and 1 saw those on the sand bar 
nearest my side rush down the narrow island and 
plunge back into the middle ohannol. Then it 
dawned on my uiind in a flash that Bome one bad 
lost hit seat, &nd that terrified cry was for help. 
I plunged my gray into the river and swam to 
the first bar, and froiu thence to the sueue of thu 
bi^ablti. Horses and men were drifting with tho 
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inirreot tlowu tbe tsliaiiuel, and » I a|)|>ealetl tci 
tin? lutn I couUl get DO Buawer but Llieir blajicLeJ 
facvfl, tUQugU it was plain m every comitcnauc© 
thftt orie o£ our numbci- wila under water if uot 
(IrowQod. There were not {&&s tli&ii tv^unly horee* 
lanxi drifting in the middle ctAJiniil in the hope 
that whoever it vas would oome to |L« surfaoe* 
and a hand c^ould he «tretL*hed out m suocor. 

About tno hundred yard^ down the nyer was 
an iKliuid ni-JLT the middle of tike stream. Thu 
ouireut tarriw! us near jt, apd, ou lauding, I 
Learned that the unfortunate man was none other 
than Wade Scholar, the forumaa of the herd* We 
ftoatttrcd up and down this middle ifilaod and 
watched every ripple and floating bit of iiotaain ia 
Eho hopd that ho would camo to the sui-faoo, but 
uotliing but hifl hat vo^ seen. In the disorder into 
whicli tbo outtits were thro^vu by this aooidisnt* 
Flood firat regain^l \dn thinking fuoulties, and 
ortJerett a fow of us to cross to eitJier bank, and 
vide down the rirer and take up posittoua on the 
other islands, from which that pnrt of the rit^ 
took its name, A hundred oonjeutuves were of- 
fered as to how it oocuiTed: but no one saw either 
horse or ridor aftor sinking, A free horse would 
be hard to d:-own« and on the nonappeai'anue of 
SchoIar^G raottnt it was eondudod that ho must have 
become entangled in the reins or that Scholar had 
olutehed them in hU d^salh gi'ip^ and hor^ nod 
mitn thia» met death together. It was believed by 





FORTY ISLANDS FORD 299 

his ovm outfit thnt Sohoiap bod no tntentian until 
tl:e last momti^nt to risk gwimming the riTOT, but 
when he saw all the others pIungQ into the ohan- 
nel, his better judg^tnent waa overcome, and rather 
thnit reitinm b^jJiiad and canae comment^ he bad 
futlowed and Itwt his life. 

Wit patnilled tlie rWer until darkneBS without 
r^fjult, th» two hei-du in the mean time hiiviug beeu 
fio neglected that thej bad mixed. Our wagon 
retumod ftloikj; the north bank oarlj in the even* 
ing, oTid Flood ordomd Priust to go in and knoko 
tip a guard from the two outfits and hold the herd 
fur the night. Some one of Scholar's outBt went 
back and moved their wagon up to the crossing, 
within hailing distanee of ours. It was a night 
of mntSed uoiiversatioD, and eirery voico of the 
uight or cry uf walHrfuwl In the river aont dvej^y 
flen«atiou» over ua. The long night passed, how- 
crer, and the aun roee ia Sabbatli beueiUctiou, for 
it was Sunday, and found groups of men huddled 
uround two wagons in sUont oontemplatiQii of what 
the day before had brought. A moi-e broken and 
diflcon»olate ^et of men than Seliolar's would be 
hard to tmagine. 

Flood inquire! of their outfit if there was any 
tin li- foreman, or n&ijunilo aa they were generally 
called. It ^emed there was not, but their outfit 
waa unanimous that the leaderaliip should fall to a 
boyhood acquaintance of Scholar's by the name of 
Campbell, who waa generally addrcasod aa ^ Bla^k " 
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Jim. Flood ftt ouce &<!ria«d C«inpl>ell to netid iMt 
wtigpn up to Laritnite vid cTcm it, promi^iug that 
fro would lie over Ui&t dftj ftnd makv ah effort to 
tetwver the body of thn drownod foreman. Camp- 
bell fcw^jrJiagly sLirt*iJ lufl w»goii up to tho ferry, 
fttid ftll the remaindeT of the out6te, with the ex- 
cepticm of » tw men on herd, started out in search 
of t}]« drowned m&n. Within a tuUe niul h half 
below the ford, there were loaaU»d orer thirtj of 
the forty i^hiiids. and at the lower e»d of thi« chaia 
of sand ban we l>e{^ and aeorda^ both sbuieOt 
irlule threo or four men swun to each ialaod uod 
miide a vigrirouA d«firch. 

Tho ^vaU]^ in th« river wm not very olev, which 
called for % olo«e mspcGtiou; but with a foK« o£ 
twenty -five men in the hunt, we 4wver«d ishind and 
ahore rapidly^ in our fre^jvh. It waa ubout Hight 
tn the morning, and we La<l nlreody searched half 
of the ishmila, when Joe Stalliugs and two of 
Suhular^a njen swam to an island iu the river which 
bad a growth of small cottonwooda eovering U, 
while on the upper end was a heavy lodgment of 
driftwood. John OfBeer, The Kebol, and I bad 
tahen the next iehuid above* and as wo were riding 
the aliallows enrroanding it we beard a «hot in our 
rear that told ua the body had been found. As we 
ttimed in the direction of the signal, Sbdiinga naa 
ataodingoTi a large driftwood log, and aignaling. 
"We atarted bauh to bim, partly wading and partly 
■wumaiug, while from both aidea of the river meu 
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vrerH Bwimming their horses for the brushy isUud. 
Our squad, gh nearing the tower bar, was twin* 
peUed to Hwim arotiud the driftwood, anil souiu 
twelve or Biteen men from eithei' shore reaclied 
the sceoe before ua- The body was lying face 
upward, in about eighteen inf^bea of eddy Nvoter. 
Flood &nd Campbell waded out* and taking a lariat^ 
faaten^ it aioimd hia cheat under the arms, TLen 
Flood, noticing I was riding my block, asked ma 
to low the body aabor*?. Foreiag a passage through 
the driftwood, I took thn loo»u em\ of tlie lariat 
and stai-ted for the wvih bank, the double outfit 
followiug. On reauhiug the shore, the body waa 
carried out of the water by willing hands, and ona 
of our outfit wad sent to the wagon for a tarpaulin 
to be used na a atreteher. 

Mtianwhile, Campbell took poBausBion of the 
drowned foreman's watoh, six-ahooter, purse, &nd 
papers. The wateh was as good as mined, but the 
leather bolster had shrunk and securely held the 
gun from being lost iii tlie river. On the arrival 
of the tnrpaLulSn, tlie liddy was laid u^mn It, and 
four mounted men, taking the four corners of thcj 
alieet, wrapped them on the pommels of thair sad- 
dles and started for our wagon. When the corpso 
had been lowered to the ground at our <^inpi a 
look of inquiry passed from face to faou whioli 
seemed to aak, ''What next?** But the inquiry 
was answered a moment later by Black Jim Camp- 
bell, the friend of the dead man. Memory niay 
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k»«» dhi^Ml til* WaiM' debub ol thst SuiuIkj 
laffiimE «a i^ Norlh FUtM, for orer two deoaJ«» 
fci*-r 4tfwi gtmf, but Kb words A&d auiliiifin Iikto 
fiwdk «9l *b1j in way miud, but tn tfa» uvDOty of 
«««s]r gAcf sarriror of thtMe prcacnt. "'Tliia ma^ 
vidtmHj" taid bo ia p«rf«ct oompocwo, u b^ gued 
Uio tl« ttln, ttOl faM of liB* dcttd fmod, -^wiU 
bifQiO «i B^ ft v«vy ttd dutf . 1 espMt to oioet 
yi MOlhar MBe «!&/. Sbv will wit to know 
Oiwj<fchig- I tiuut t^n lirj- ih9 tmtb, aju) 1 'd 
hoio to idl bar ite burivd htm Vika a dog, for abo V 
ft CWiatkik womoB. Ami wbmt nakn k all tbo 
bMikr. 1 know tbat this b tb« third hoy ahe hu 
1m> b}- drowning. Some of roa may not h^ro on- 
dt^atDod bin« hnt among thoao pi^>era vhick yon 
war MO taka from hii pockctn ws* n kttu Crotn 
bb Mortirif, ia which bL« warned him to puud 
agaitut jmt what has happened- Stnutod a* wo 
aM, 1 *iik ^Dg to nA ron nil to help me gin htm 
tbo hou horU we unis. No doutit it wtU be onnl*, 
b«l il wiB be MUM eoUco to bt^ to hmvw w« dad 
tba hmt WW ooold." 

Ktory<waoof ttawiaaaager tolendMaattJatanocb 
V^'tthm tire nunuM Prieat wns gellopuig up tho 
ftorth heok ci ihe linr to iBtefi*ept the wagon «t 
Ibe K*rry, e w«ll-fiUed pnnc in his poi:Jcot wicb 
mhkh te ■««»« a coffin at Fort Laruido. >lood 
aaid CUipball aaUotod a burial pUoe, and with oiu 
«^ob spobda ft gr«ve waa being dng oo n noar-t^ 
yiaij nouiktr «b«re ihtn wans two othL*r gmvaa. 
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Tliere wa^u not s. man among ua who was hypocrite 
enougl: to attempt to conduot a ChristiaD burial 
Kervice, but when tbo eubjoet came up, MeCann 
HAid a^ he uamB down tliu rivor the erunmg before 
he uoticeJ au lamigraDt Uaiii ctf about thirty wiiigoiiB 
going into cauip at a grove abdut five mil«a up the 
river. In a conver-sfttiori which he had had with 
one of the party, he leEt['ii<>d that Hitj ejtpi:ctcd to 
rest over isunday. Thair Toapcot for tho 8ubhath 
day oau3i>d Campboll to eug^i^Bt that there might 
he some one in tbc emigrant camp whn oould con- 
duct a Chrifitian burial, and he at onoe mouikted 
his horse and rode awsy to learn. 

In preparing the body foi- \tH lafit resting-'plaee 
wo were ba,Jly hiLudii;ap|]ed, but; by tearing a Dew 
wagon sheet into ati'ipfi ^tbout a. foot I'n widtEi and 
wrapping the body, we gavG it a humble bier iu 
the ahnde of our wagon, pending the arrival of the 
cofiin. The fe^tur^s v&k so aehened by having 
been submerged in the river for over eighteen 
hours, tbat we wrapped the f&oe al«o, as we pre- 
ferred to remembf^r him us w« hu^l seen htm the day 
lefore, strong, healthy, and huoysinTi- During the 
i|literun« awaiting the return of CkiiLpbell from thi4 
einigr!«Dt ramp and of tb<* wagon, we aat around 
iu groupf^ and disiriiHsed the Incident. There vras a 
Benae of gallt exprc^Med by a number of oar outfit 
over tbeir hasty derinion regarding the cotirage of 
tile dead man. When wc understood fcliat two of 
hia brothora bad met a similar taU> in Bed Kiver 
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witliiii the jia^t five >«ar«> eveL-> guilty' tJioug:1it ut 
hnj^ty woird spoken cjunc back to un witK tenfold 
weight. Frieftt imd Campbell ratunied together; 
the former rvport^-^d having A^oured a. ooftin which 
would arrive within an hour, whilo the latter had 
mat in th« emigrant camp a auperanmi^ted minis- 
ter who gladly vo]iutte«r«d hia Bervii^es. He Lad 
given the old minister such tluta ai he had^ and two 
of th^ minister'n grauddaugbterfl had ezpresfidd a 
willingness to aRsi»t by Hinging at the hui-iid ncr- 
viuoa. Cmnphetl had set the hotir for fuur, and 
■6T«ral convi^ynnooft would bo down from the emi- 
grant canip. The wagon arriving ahortly after- 
ward, wo had barely time to luy the corpse in the 
coffin before the emigranta drove up. The min- 
ister was A tall, homely man, with a Howing benrd, 
whi^h th« froftte of many a winter had whit^ucd^ 
and afl he mingled amongst as in the fina4 prepara- 
tiona, ha hud a hind word for every one, Thero 
wero ton in his jiarty; and when the r*offin had 
heen carried out to the grave, tliu two granddangh* 
tera of the old man opened the simple service by 
BiDgiag very impressively the first three vereea of 
the Portngueso Hymn. I had heard the old hymn 
Bung often before^ bnt the impresaion of the loet 
verae rang in my eara for daya afterward. 

'* Wli«ii tbr-^ngb tli« ilcop nnten I stJl th^9 to gCi 
Tht fiviMi iif Borntw shall nut Dverflnw \ 
For I will bii Willi ijicrt ihw tiMiiblpn to Mm% 
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As tlie not^B of tlio hymn diod &way, there 7a3 
for a few moroetita profound utillnaHitf ftitd not % 
move waA made by &ry one. The touching worda 
of the old hytuii «x|iresAdiI ijuitci rivi<Uy thit dix- 
ft4ter of the prevtou« day, and awakeited in ua 
ataay mcmoriea of home. Fot a tiiue we woro 
iilent, while uye* nutiaeJ to weeping filled with 
teara- L do not know how long we remained »o. 
It may have been only for a moment, it probably 
wu«; but I do know the ailonco was not broken 
till the Agad minister, who fitood At the head of 
thd ooffiot be^^&n his dlsooune. We «tood with 
uncrovered heads during Iht* service, and when thd 
old mLiiiHtvr aildi^fiBed iih be gpoke a£ though Ktt 
might have been holding family worship and we 
liad been hia childi^n. He invoked Heaven to 
comfort and jiu«ta.in tha mother when the newet of 
her aon's death reached her, as she would need 
moro thnn h;im:in aid in thut bcur^ he prnyed that 
her faith mi^Ll not falter and thftt 4he might ?gain 
moot and bu with her loved ones foroTOr in tli« 
p'eat beyond. He then took up the subject of 
lift\ — stpoke of iu brevity, itrt miLoy hopes that 
are never realised, and the disappointments from 
whii<K no pritdi^nce or foreaighl can Hhield us. Ho 
dwelt at some length on the strange mingling gf 
sonahine and shadow that seemed to helcni; to every 
lifo ; on the mystery everywhere, and nowhere more 
uupresfiively thaa in ourfltJvea, With bia long 
bony finger be pointc^i to the cold, mute form that 





THE LOG OF A COWBOY 

1^ in Um <!ofBn before la, %ni sAid, "Bat dir, 
niy frieade, ib tlw mystery of »LI iny«teHd«." The 
fflot that life terminated in death, lie ssid, oi^ly 
ei»pli:uLUHl ttH re^itj: tbiit Uie ddittti of our coiii- 
paniori viw nut &n acciOetit, thuugh it was middou 
3ui^ uQtixpertcil; di&t thu difficulties of life ar« 
such tliBt It would be worse than folly in na to try 
to me«t th«n] in our ovm strength- Death, be 
mid, might ch&n^> but it did not destroy ; thnt tbe 
aoul fttill lived and would live forever; that doath 
WAA simply the gstewsy ont of time into eternity: 
and if we were to realize iha high aim of onr 
being, we €ouJd do so by ranting ouf burdens on 
Him who was ^ble iind billing U> i*>irry tbera for 
na. Rb Bpoke feelfngly of the Crpejit Teacher, the 
lowly NaKarene, who also aiiffeteil and died, and 
be concluded willi an eloqttent description of the 
hleivit^d life, the immortality of the soul, and tho 
tcfliirrcctioi) of the body. After tho diacourao wa* 
eudod Euid a brtvl and eamef^t prnyer was offered, 
the two young girls sang the hyraa, "Sh:^!! we 
nieet bayond tho riv'er?" The fiervioes being at 
ttn eod, iiw coffin was lowered into the grave- 

Campbt*ll thJinkf^d tltt- old minister and his two 
grandtlaiigbters ou their tiiklug leave» for iheir 
presence and a^eistauce; and a number of as boya 
&Jao shook handa with the old man at parting. 
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^IR two hetdi v&t& held tog[etber a aecoiid niglit, 
but after thej Liid griiKed a few hnurs ih<^ next 
uiorning, the (tattle were iLrown UigetLer, aud tl«s 
work irf cutting out oura oommenccd. With & 
double outfit o! men avaiUble, about twenty wen 
wero turned into the lierd to do the cutting, the 
Tt^moitider lioldiug tbo mum herd aad looJcing &Hor 
the cut. The morning wxks cool, cvory one worlttx^ 
vith a vim, aiid id about two hours the herUn 
wi^re i^ain separated and ready for t)i*< flnal trim- 
tning, Camplwll did not eipeot lo niova oac until 
)ni oould commiinicstttf with the lu^aul offitw nf th» 
eouijiaity, &ud would go ap to Fori Ltti'uiuJe fui 
tliat purpose during the djty, hoping to hn able t) 
get a incAAftge over the tuiiitaij wir^. Whuri hifl 
outfit hud finished rotrimming our herd, and ia'<« 
had looltod over hi« ofittio for tho Ia«t tinae* tho tno 
outfits hiida eucb other fareweUj uid oux hgird 
ctartod on ita journey. 

The imfortunutf; N^oeid^nt tt the ford hud de- 
preMed oiir feeling* to »i*f*h an pxtert that there 
wtm MJi atitiro nlneiicn of hihirity by thti way. 
^Diu moruiitg the farewell mod^ gcDcraUy used 
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in parting with a river which hod dofied ds were 
oaaitted. The herd tr&Ucd out like on immense 
•erpont, and vaa e^idod ftnd oontroUed b^ our 
in«n u if by inutiss. Long before the noon hour, 
w« passed out of flight of Forly Isl^udM, and in 
the next few days, wtch the «hango of scene, the 
gloom gradually lifted. We were bearing almost 
dnt> tioKhf aiid pitssiiig through a delightful conn* 
try* To our left r&a a range of iDountaina, whila 
on the other h<knd nlnped off the nppQi'eiitly Uinit* 
I«as plain- The sofircity of vr^tcv -w&s beginning 
to be felt, for the streoinfl which had not a fionroo 
in thi3 mountains on our left had dri^d up weokE 
before otar arrival. There was a gradnal ohongft 
of ftir noticeable too, for we were rapidly gaining 
altitude, the heat of siirnnmr being nr>w «>nfined 
to a few hours at noonday, while the nights were 
almnst too eool for our eomfort. 

When about tliree days out front the Korth 
Platte, the mountalus disappeared on our left, 
while on the other band appeared a ragged -looking 
country, which wc knew must be the approaches of 
the Black Hills. Auother day's drive brought iia 
into the main stage road eonneotiug the railroad 
on the south with the mirivg camps which nestled 
somewhere in those roefey hills to our rights The 
stage road followed the trail some ten or fifteen 
milsH before we parted company with It on a dry 
fork of the Big Cheyenne River* There was a 
road house and stage stand where these two thor* 
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oughf&THs sep&rabed* the ooe to tKe tnin'mg tsamp 
of Deatlwotxl, wliUe oura of tlie Mcintttoa cattle 
trail bore off for tlie PowJer Eiyer to Llie north- 
west. At this atag^ stand we learned that some 
twenty lierd» had already paasod by to tbo porth- 
ern ranges, and that after passing the next fork 
of the Bij2; Cheyenne wo shouJd find no water until 
we Btmek the Powder River, — a stretch of eigh^ 
THiIe^^ The keeper of the ro&d hoiiae, a genial 
host, infomied iih that this drouthy stretch in our 
front waA soinethiug unuaoal, this being one of the 
dryost summers that he hjid expeiienced eince the 
diflcotery of gold in the Black Uills, 

Here was a new situation to ha met, an eighty- 
mile dry drii/e; and with our experience of a few 
laonthfl before at Indian Lakes fresh in our uaeiu- 
cries, we set our house in order for the onder- 
tnking befora iis. It was yet fifteei:) mil^a to the 
neit and last water from the stage Htand. There 
ware i^evt^riJ dry Forks of the Clieyenne beyond, 
but &fi they hftd their auoroe in the tablelande of 
Wyoming, w* oould not hope for water in their 
dry bottoms. Tl^e aituation was senons, with only 
this encouragement: other herds had iirossed this 
fltid belt sinoe the straiuna had dried ap> and our 
Circle Dots would walk with any herd that ever 
left Tex&£v The wisdom of muunting us well for 
jofit MDoh &n emergenL^y repeated the good oow 
Bense uf our emjdoyt^r; and we felt ensy in regmtl 
to our moraitfi, tliough there va» not a horaa or 




& num too muay. In summing up Xhe situation, 
Flo4>d said, *'W« Ve got thia ndvantag^ ov9r the 
IndiATi Luke rlrive: there is a {^ood moon, and the 
dnys are €vo\. Wt» Ml nkalce IvTent/^fivt^ iiiiles a 
rtny covering lliis fttratcL, iiA tlus herd Laa never 
been put to a teat yet to see Iiow £ar Ibej oould 
walk in a <iay. They '11 have to do tJieir eloeping 
&t noon; &t le&At cut it into two shifts and if wo 
get nnj sleep we '11 have to do the game. Lot hot- 
oomo lis ahc \^'iU; evet-y day's drive is a d:iy nearer 
the Blaokfoot agency.*' 

W^T uiiule A dry i*»mp that night on the divide 
hetweoD the road house and tlie I^st waiter, and the 
titfxt forenoou reachi^d the South Fork of the Big 
CheyeDue. Tlie watper wsia not even running in it, 
but there were several long pooUi and we held tho 
cattle around them for orer on hour, luitil every 
hoof had been thoroughly watered. McCann had 
filled every keg and canteen ia advance of tho 
arrival of the herd, and Flood had exeroisec^ euffi- 
cient caution, in view of what lay before us, to biiy 
an extra kpg and a bulVs-eye lantern at tlie road 
house. After watering, wa trailed out some four 
or HvG miles and win»i»ed for noon, but tJie lierd 
were allowed to gitu^ forward until they lay down 
for their nocnday rest. As the herd paaatd oppo- 
site the wagon, we out a fot two-year-old fitray 
heifer and hilled her for beef, for the inner mnn 
must be fortified for the journey before us. After 
fr two hours* siesta^ we threw the herd on th9 tr^ 
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iLiid started on out way. The wagon and saddle 
horses were bold in cur linm^diaite Viinr, for tLero 
MiAK nn tilling when or whi^re we wmilil niiike cmr 
iif\xt lirtit of ixny coDHeqiienne. We trkiJi^l and 
grazed thti held alternately nntU aear evening, 
when tile wa^on waa sent on aLe.vl about threo 
Eiiilefl to get aupjwr. while half Uic outfit wtul 
along to charago mounts aiLd (jatoh up horsoB for 
tho^e remaining behind with the herd- A half 
bour before the usual bedding timej Uie relieved 
men returned and took the grazing herd, itnd the 
others rode in to the wagon for supper and a 
change tif monnts. While we shifted our eaxlillei, 
•v/e &a\c\\enl tlie aavory odor of imsh beef frying. 

** Listen to that good old boef talking, will 
youV" said Joe SttdlingSi aa he was bridling his. 
horse. **McCaim, I 'U txhe my cartiefrtsco a tri- 
flo rare to-night, gamiahed with a sprig of pareloy 
And a wee hit of lenioa-'* 

Before we h^ul fin;9hed supper^ Honeytnan had 
rehooVed the mulex to the wagon, while the Temiida 
witJj at lianii to f<d1ow- Before we left the wagcir^l 
a full ni<H>n was rintng an the eastern horizon, and 
AM we were Btiirting out Flood gave us tliese gen- 
eral dire4?;tiouA : '^I ^m going to take the loJid with 
the Gook'a hmtem, nrd one of yon rear men tako 
the now buU^&'eye. We 'U throw tho herd on the 
trail; and between the lead and roar light, yon 
ewing men want to rida well outside, and you 
point men want to hold th& lead cattle bo tha rear 
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will -acvtT ho inor« tfaftii a halt A taile behiUfL 
1 'U admit Uuit thU ia aomowhAt of an experiment 
villi tai\ but I don't »oo any good roaflon why aho 
won't work. After ihL* moou geU another boor 
high we onn see li t^iiArtc^r of at luile, And th^ oat- 
tle are >w well trail bvokv tli<-'j '11 never try to a(4U- 
ter. If it works nil ri^bt, we'll never bed them 
fihort ^f midnight, and that will put ue ten milnt 
farther. Let \ nde, lads/' 

By the time the herd waa eased hnck on tho 
trail, our cveoing enRiji-fire Lad been j»ls»oi1, whilo 
the cattle led out aa ii walking on a wager. After 
the iiTBt mile on the trail, the men on the point 
were eowpvlled to ride in the lead if we were to 
hold them widtin the desired half mile. The rtit-n 
on the other sitle, or the swing, were graihially 
widening, until the herd tnimt have i^sched fully 
a mile in length; yet we swing riders were nerer 
otit of »igLt of each other, aud it would luve been 
impoftaible for any cattle to leare the herd mmo' 
tioed. In that moonlight the tntil waa as plain 
aa dfty, and after an Lour, Fli>od tomod bi» Iniltra 
over to one of the point men, and rode 1i«flk anmwl 
the herd to the rear. From my position that first 
night near the miJdle of thpe swing, the lantcmii 
both rear afid forward being always in ught, I 
wna aa much at MB sa any omo aa to die length of 
the herd, knowing thv deoeitfuloess of distane^ of 
campfirca and other lights by night. The forenuuk 
•l^teolcd to me as be tt>de domi the oolomn. ta 
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knoTT tLo length of the herd, but I could give haa 
no more thun a gimj^le guesa. I couM aasure him, 
howcTef. that the cuttk had mode ao eflort to drop 
out a&d leave the trail. But a. short tinio after he 
passed Die 1 noticed a hai-aeinaii galloping up the 
oolmnn on the opposite aide of the herd, and knew 
it must be the foitmaii. Within a short tiiue, 
woxae one iri tlie lend wig-wagged his lantern; it 
was answered by the light iu the reai'. luid the 
next minute the old reai- sotig^ — 

" Ip-s-La-atftJ, gu long littld fCcggiD, 
Tod '11 diaIu a bepf-«teer hr-ADd-hf,** ^ 

reached us riders in tJie awing, au<l we knew the tftftf 
guard of cattle was being pushed forward. The 
distance l^etweeu the swing man gradually narruwud 
in our leud, fmuk wliioh we ooiild ieW the leadere 
vi&fti Lf^iiig htild in, itntH several times cattle graced 
out from the herd, dne to tlia ohecklng iu front. 
At this juncture Flood gjilloped around thca herd a 
second tiiao, and a& he paaaed ub ridiag jileng out 
eide, I ttppoalod ti> him to let them go in front, as 
it now required constant riding to keep tho oattlo 
from leaving the trctil to grazo. Wheu he passed 
up the oppcmite side, I could distinctly hear the taetx 
on that flank making a similar appeal, atul shortly 
afterwards thti liurd loOHenod out and we sti'uck 
our old gait for Aevernl hours. 

Trailiug by moonlight waa a novelty to all of na. 
And iu the atillueaa of those splendid July nights 
we ooidd hear tbti p;>int men chatting aoross tbf> 
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Iciui ID front, while w«ll to the rear, the Tattling 
of oiir Lu^vUy loaded w&^n aud tho whiatli&g o£ 
Um) honto wnuij^ler to his ahargeu reached our ears* 
The Bvrlnj;; men were Bcattered bo far apnrt ther© 
wn» no ehaiiL?e for uonveraiLtioiL :Lini>ng>it us, but 
Avery once m a while h »oiig would be etartei], and 
tkx it unrgivl up aud dunn ttie Hne, every voice, 
good, bad, and iuillHerent, joioed in. Siuging u 
vtippoiud to have a soothing e£Ftict od cattle, though 
1 will vouch for tlic fact that none of our Circle 
I>ota stopped that uight to lUt^n to our vooal of- 
fortfi- The hsrd was traveling so tiicoly thai our 
foivman liLirdlY aotioud the passing huurs, but 
along about midnight the airtging cea^^edi and we 
wen? nodding in our sadilleE and wondc^ng if th^y 
in the leail wm<e nttver going to throw off the trail, 
whea a great wig-waggcug oocurrtid to front, and. 
presently we opertook The Rebel, holding the lan- 
tern and tuiniug the herd out of tbe trail- It was 
then after miUuight, and within anoth^ half hour 
we bad the cattle bedded down within a few hun- 
dred yarda of the trail. One-hom- f^nardd waa tho 
ordc^r of the niglit, and as eooq as our wa^u and 
saddle horses came up, we stretohed ropee &ud 
cauglit out our night horses. These we eithur tted 
to the w&goTi wheels or picketed ikear at liaud, aud 
theii wc eonglit our blflnltets for a few houra' rdfwp. 
It was half pa^t three In the monung wben our 
guard was called, and before the hour passed^ tbe 
fir^t signs of day wore visible in the cast. But 
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©Ten before our wateh had ended. Flood and Htn 
last guaril came to our relief, and we pualied tU« 
al«e|im^ cattle ofi' the bed ground and atarted thent 
graKing forward. 

Cattlo will not fp^AZQ freely in a heavy ddw <tT 
too earlj in tho tnommg, and before the auii was 
higli enough to dry the grasa^ we bad pi]t several 
miles beJiind us, W>ien the sun waa about an hour 
higlij the remaltider uf the outfit overtuok uk, Hud 
iilinrtlj aftfirwaril the vagan and saddle) hot'stA 
paAHod on up llie ti^il, from which it was erident 
that '^bteakfaat would ba served in the dining car 
ahead," as the traveled Priest aptly put it. After 
the 3iin waa well up, the cattle grazed freely for 
eeveral bears; but when wo eighted the rem^d^ 
and our commiaaary some two aiilofl in our load. 
Flood ordered the herd Lined up for a count. Tbo 
Behel was ulwaya a reliable counter, au<^ he ftud 
the foreman now rode forward and s^l^et^d tha 
crosaing of » dry wasli f<jr the counting. On 
reueiviJig their signal to eome on, we allowed tho 
ln>rd to graze slowly forward, but gradually poiuted 
them into an injuenso "V/* and aa the point of 
the herd crossed the dry arroyo, we contpeJled tbem 
to pass in a narrow file botwpj^n the two ooiinlct^, 
when they again spread out fan-like and continued 
their feeding. 

The fount confirmed the suoce^B of our driving 
by night, and on its i-ompletion all but two men 
Tode to the wagon for brvakfaiiL. Dy the tiiae tUo 
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mommg weal wp« ^Iispoftod of, tlie lierd liad eoone 
U|i parftUel nich tbe vtigon but a mile ba tlie vrutX- 
wftrd, luid >M fK>t tut f ro*tb mounts oonld b? aa<ldled, 
vre Kide &w&y iti Nriiall squads to relievtt the benl^^ra 
Uii\ to turn the cattle into Ute trail. It wju but a 
little ttft«r flight o'clock in tliQ morojiig when tbe 
lierd WM ngikin trftiling out en the Powder Kiver 
briiiU auU we had already put over thirty miles of 
Uw dry drive behind ua, while eo far neither horses 
Dor (?attl(> had heon put to any extra OKertioa. Tbe 
wapin fnllowrd as ilhiiiU, tuid for over three hours 
Vre held tbe traU wStl^out a br^ak. whtm ftigbtiog 
a divide in nnr front, th^ foremikn went back sjid 
aent tbe wa^Jii aruiirid ihe herd with inatriK'tioEta 
to make ths noon camp welt up on the divMe. 
We tbrevr lh« bord off tlic trail, nitbbi a LUile of 
tbii Titiip^iuig place, and allowad them to graxe, 
while two thirds of the outfit galloped away to 
tbe wagon. 

We allowed the oattle to lie down and rc;ftt to 
their oompletn fiatiafaction until the middle of the 
afternoon; meanwhile nil bands, with the excep- 
tion of two men on herd, also lay down and slept 
in the sha<1e of the wagon. When the oattla bad 
tad several hours* ftlt»ep, the want of water made 
them reatle^, and tbcy began to rise and graze 
awj^. Then all bands were aroused and vre threw 
them upon the trail. Tbe beat of tbe day waa al- 
ready over* and until the twilight of the evening, wo 
tr^ed a throe-milo clip, and again threw the herd 
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off to grax«. By our travoHnK <^^ S^o^^^S ^^^'^i 
w«i oould form sui approxim;ite idea as to die dtS' 
tauoe we had covered^ and the ouaaensus of opitiion 
of aU Vp'ftH thsit wn had already kille^l over balf tbe 
diht&nue. The herd vfna beginning to show tli<L 
WHut of WHter by eveuiog, but uuoagst our tit^ldl^ 
Iioises the laok of waiter was more uotioeabk, a« 
a. borse 3ub^LBti1lg; on grass oloue weakens eaal]^; 
ftnd Tiding them made them all the more gaunt. 
When wo caught up our mc>uDt9 that cveutng, we 
iuul iised i^tgJit liorsoB to the lutui siocG wc bad left 
the ^outh Fork, and anoibi^r one would bo re- 
quired at icidnig'htt or wLeuuvur wo balu^d- 

\Ve made onr drive the second night with mora 
oonfidfinoa than cbe one bt^fora, but there won 
times when the train of oattle niu^t have been 
nearly two miles in lini^tU, yet tb^nt wha ticvrr a 
ludl afl toDg &fi the uiau vfltb the le^itl ligbl cuuld 
see the one in t1i<t rnnr. We bcddt;d the bcn:l 
about midnight; and at the tirat break of day. the 
fourth guard with tbo forimian joined uti on our 
watch and we i^tarted the oattle again. There was 
a light dow tbo »ei)oud ni^ht, and the uattb^, hun- 
giM^ by their night walk, went to graziog at oneo 
on the daiuji graiii, whioh would allay ihuir thirst 
slightly- Wo allowed ihem to soaUer ovtr several 
thoiiKarul acriui, for w. wi?rH nTPtimu to griLMi tbi^m 
well before the huu abaurbed the luul^itctre. but ait 
the naum time evciy Htcp they took was one \km ia 
the GOTetfld Powder liiTdr. 
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When we Had ^raxed the herd forward wvenl 
uUeA, and tlio son was nearly an hour high, the 
wa^n fntlcd to coni« np, which cauBcd oor fore- 
man Humu blight uuoasjDVfts. N«-ar]j another buur 
jijias&d, and Etiii th<f wugon did ngt came up Dor 
did the outfit put in an appearance. Soon ofter- 
wardsj however. Moss Slnvyhcmi overtook ns, and 
T<*pL>rtwl that over forty of onr «A<Mle horses were 
miHidug, while the worh triiiles htul tjeen overtuken 
neai'ly five iiiil«'4 hack ou the tralK On aoiMiiitt 
of my abili^ aa a trailer. Flood at onoe dispatched 
me to osaiAt Jloneyman in recovoring the auaung 
horses, inAtructiug Esomo one else to take the rfr- 
muduy Olid the wagon and horaoa to follow up the 
herd- By the time I arrived, most of the boys at 
camp had flecured a change of hotfiea^ and I oaught 
up my grulla^ that I was saving for the last hard 
ride, for the horse hont whicli confronted ns, 
MoCann, having no fire huilt, gnve Ilonflyman and 
myself an iriiprom]>tn br»akfa»it and f.wo cuntecus 
of water; but before We Let llie wagon get away* 
we ru.slled a couple of cans of tomatiies and buried 
them in a cacha near the canip-g;rouud, where we 
would have no trouble in Ending them on our to* 
tnm. As the w^gou pulled out, we mounted cur 
horsea and rodt bauk down the trail. 

BUly Hoitryinan understood horses, and at once 
vt>binteer<*d the belief that we wnuld hare a long 
ride uvKrUnking the misKing saddle stock. The 
absent hordos, be said, were princit^y the onea 
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whtolihfid been under s^dle the day before, imdaa 
we btibh kaew, s, lireil. thiraty horae will go miles 
for vater. Ho reeallad, alao, that while we wera 
Ael^dp &t noon tho day bofore, twenty miloa ba^lc 
on the trail, tJie horaoa had found quite a patob 
of wild sorrel plant, End were fooliab over lenving 
it. Both of U3 being aatUtied that thiu would bold 
tbem for nevRrjil honrs at leant, wis stmcili n free 
ga.it for it. After we panseil the point whera th© 
iiiiiles bad been overtaken, the trail of tnbe borscft 
vtis KVmthxPt enough for tis to follow in B,n easy 
canter. Wc saw frequent signs that they left the 
truil. no doubt to graJie, but onlr for short diB- 
tancea, when they would onter it agnin, and ko@p 
it for miles. Shortly before noon, as wo gained 
the divide above out noon camp of tha day before, 
there about two miles diatant we saw our mtHaing 
liorsGB, feeding over an alkali flat on which grew 
wild sorrel JLnd other Bpeeies of sour plants. We 
roandt-1.1 them ap, and fioding couo nus^ning, WH 
firat scoured a ohang^e of mountsp The only two 
horaea of my motiiit in this portion of the re- 
jnuda had both been under saddle the afternoon 
n.nd night before, ftfid were as g^aunt a8 rails, and 
Honeynunn haid one unused liorae of bis mount \xi 
the band- So when, taking down our ropes, we 
hnUed the horse* and bt^g^n riding slowly around 
thnm, forcmg them into a ooinfjJUTt body, I }»ml 
uiy eye on a brown horse of Flood's that had not 
had a saddle on in a week« and told Billy to fasten 
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to liiin if hi* got A clwncw. Thix wu in violatiOB 
of &11 euBtum, but if Ui« foreic&n kicked, I h&d m 
good excnte to ofF«r^ 

iionejman wan li^ft-hand^d &nd tlirew a njpo 
«pl€u<litliy; and aa we circled &T«uad the boraoi en 
oppo5it<; ilde^ oa A Biguni from him wc whirled 
our Iftri&Ca and tuado ca«ts eimultaDeouflly* Xb« 
wrangler fastened to the brown I wonted, and 
my loop aettUd around the neolc of hk uuriddva 
horsd. As tiie Wnd broko away from our Enring- 
ing ropes, a uuinlior of thetii ran afoul of my rope; 
but I g?LVe the rowul to n\y ffndla^ oiid wu jibuok 
them olT. When 1 rutumed to HoD^ymau, and we 
had exchanged horses bdiI were ahifliiig cnir tad' 
dlfw, I (XHQplimcated him ou the long throw h« 
bad made in tatchiug tLe brown, and incidentally 
meutiono^l that I had read of vitqueros in Califor- 
nia who uacd a siity-five foot lariat, "HcU," M^d 
Billy, in ndioule of the idea, "there was n't a man 
over bom who eoul.l throw a sixty-five foot rope ttA 
full length — without he threw it down a well." 

The Hun waa atraight overhead when we started 
hack to overtake the herd. We stnicilc into a little 
better than a five-mile gait on the n^tam trip, and 
aboui two oVIoek sighted a battd of saddle horae* 
and a wagon camped perhaps a mile forward and 
to the Hide of the trail. On coming near enough^ 
we saw at a glance it was a cow ontfii^ and after 
driving our loose horsijs a good puah beyond tbetl 
campt turned and rode back to their wagon. 
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"IVe *U give tbem a ohnnce to ask na to eat," 
sai'l BUIy to mo, "and if tbej don't, wty, they '11 
mis% a hell of a good chance Co eDtertam hungry 

But tbp foreman vritlt the atraoger wagon prciv^d 
to be a Bee County Texan, and our doubts did 
hiin au i])ju&ti<^ei for, altbougli dinner was over, he 
iuvited UB to dUinouut and ordered bia cook b> set 
out aomctbic^ to eat. Xhoy had met our wagon, 
And MoCann ha.d inei^ted on tbeir- taldug a qtiarter 
of our beef, so we fared well. The outtit was from 
a much near Miles City, Montana, nud were goiu^ 
down to reoeiTe a. ht^rd of nattle at Cheyenne, Wy^ 
omiug. The cattle Ivul b^*]ri bought at O^aklla 
for delivery at thu former point, aud tliia wfigoa 
waa going down with their ranch outfit to take the 
herd on its nrrivah They bad brought along about 
seventy-five aaddle horses from the r&uch, tbou^^h 
in buviiig the herd they hud taken its remuda oi 
over iL hundr<id s:tddle horsoa. The foreman in- 
formed UB that thay had mot our cattle about the 
middle of tlie forenoon, nearly tw«nty-(ive milea 
out from Powder River. After we had natiafied 
thi» inner man, we loKt no time gt<ttiny; off, an W6 
coidil »ee a long ridi; ^eJid of us: but we had oc- 
casion a* we rotiti Hvaj to go through their Tcrnuda 
to out out a few of our horn&i) which had mixed, 
itnd I found I knew over a, do^en of tbeir bor.iefl 
by tbfi ranch brands, while Uoneymau also recog- 
nized quito a few. Though we felt a prido in our 
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xuountf, wa biu) to Admit that theirs were better; 
for the effect of i<Hiuatd Lad transfoTined hoises 
thur w:^ hud oTice ridd(;n An ranches in southern 
Texfu. It tlouA aeeiu iii(!n?4iilil«<, but it ift a fuct 
lUJvertliicL^as, tliatu Iiorhe, having rejwLed ths years 
of maturity in a auutherp elimatei will grow ball 
a baud taller and carry two hundred poimda more 
tlesli, wheu ho lias njtdt^rgone the rigi^ra of a^veral 
northern winters. 

We halt^ at otir ai^ht camp to ohan^ horeea 
aod to unearth our cached tomato(>9, and again set 
<mU By tJien it was so late Lii tlio day tUat^ ibe 
Bun haul lost tu fr>r<Te« and on this last leg in over- 
taking ihv ]i4!n1 we iurn^a^ud nur gatt HttMulily until 
the sun waa st^arcely an hour high, and yet we 
neT«r sighted a dust-cloud in ofur fronti About 
suudovrn we <^:i\M a kw rainntiM' halt, Lxid fifter 
eating our totnatcrea nod drinking' thd hist of oux 
water, sgain pushed on. Twiiigbt had faded into 
duttk bufuro wo rt»:tohi>d a divide wbiob wo had had 
in sight for fieveral faoura^ and which we had hoped 
to gain in time to HigLt the timber on Powder 
Bivi^r before tlark. But as we put mOe utter mile 
behind ua, that divida seom^ to moTC away like a 
mil-age, and the evening star \\iu] been shilling for 
au hour befori^ we finally reached it, and HEgbtc-d, 
instead of Powder's timber^ the campfire of our 
outfit about five mUaa ahead- We fired several 
ahots on seeing the light, in the hope that they 
might bear ns in oamp and wait; otherwiso wo 
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kiuiw Hiry would K&ari tlut hurd witk the riung of 
Um itioou. 

When wo %]jilljr rcacrhml cAinp, about nm^ 
o'clock at uiffUt, uverytblu^ wa» in rcadincN^a to 
atart^ tho m4X>ti btiving riacn sulHciuDtly. Oar 
ftbootin^i howovor, hod boeu heard, ocd liot^^a for 
a cbaa^ were tied to the w:igcm whorls, whik tha 
rotnainder' of the r«t>iuf/a nas under bord in charge 
o£ Rod Wheat. Tbe moaways were tlirown into 
the hi>rHe herrl while vb liolteil out suppers. Mean- 
tttu» M^tC^uui Infuriued ub tli^tt, Flond li]u) riildi-ii 
tliat, aft«i-uoou to thcFowdor RiTcrt in order to get 
tho ]aj of thti land* He had found it to be ten or 
twelve lail^A distant from the present ccutip« and 
the watur m thu river Lmrely kneo deep to ii naddlo 
boraOi Bdyond it was a 6c« valley* Dcfore wo 
vtarttid, Flood rode in (ruro tbv hord, and aaid to 
Iloneyman, **l*in going to a^nd tbd borsoa and 
wngon ahead to-nrght* uod you aiul MeCann want 
to oainp on tbia Aide of Uie riv^r, under the hill 
and jait a few luindred yards btdow Uid ford. 
Throw your saildlB )ior«o« arrm^ the Hv^r, and 
build a ftro Woit3 you go to alat^p, no vro will have 
A beacon li^jt to pdlot us in. in caae the cattle 
break into a run on soonting ihn wbti^. Tho herd 
will get tu n iJttla afUr midf^i^ht, and after crosa- 
ittgt wc '11 turn her l^juoe jttst for luck/* 

It did me good to baar Uio fov«nuui nr th^ h^rd 
woA to b* burned looae, for I bad bevn in the 
saddle ainc« three that ODomingt had nddoo over 
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rigtitr TniW, and had now ten more in siglit, wluli 
Boiii!7Tii&n wuuld i»mple£« tJbe Any wiUi awT » 
faandnd to hii cr^Iit- We Unt Uie irmuJa uke 
tBe lead in puUiug out* so Uiat tHu wagom mules 
coiild l>Q spurred to their utmost in keeping np 
with the loocte horaea. Onc« tbcv vtcm clear of thib 
herd, wo lot the cnttlo into the tmil. They hod 
rcfuitod to bod down, for thi^ wore uneasy with 
thir«t, but U141 oool vootbot had saved them any 
>«notu ■ufferin(f. We all felt gnla ns th» hord 
fttmng ont on the traiL Before we halted affaia 
there would he water For our domh hrutent ftiid reat 
for ourwlven. There was loU of singing thst 
night. "There's One more Btver to croas," and 
"Roll. Powder, roll," were waftfld out on tbo 
night air to the coyotes that hcwlud on our flanhflt 
or to the prairie dogB as they peeped from their 
buTTOwa at this weird caraviLa of the ni^bt, and tho 
lighte whii^b fiiokcreil in our frotit and rear must 
have been real Jaok-o'-laut^ms or Will-o^tho- 
wiepa to these oeoupant« of the plain. Before we 
hnd coverud hnlf the diiflaiine, tlie herd was stnuLg 
ont over two rikUes, and &a Flood rode baok to the 
rear evei-y tiilf hour or so, he ahuwed no iQclina* 
tion to check the lead and give the aore-footed 
rear gnard a chnnoe to cloae up the oolamn ; bub 
about an hour before midnight we aaw a light low 
down in our front, which gruduolly increased until 
the treetopB wore dtstiutttlj visible, and we knew 
that our wagon had reached the river. On sigh^ 
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in^ tfcia beacon, the bog yell went op and down 
the column, atrd the herd walked u only loQg- 
tflggf^, thirsty Texas rjLttlf> cAn walk whi>n thpy 

mt wat«r. Flood o.'tIM all the swing men Ut 
rear, ^uid we tlir«iw mit a lislf-circlo ^kirminlL 
liuo covering a mile in width, ho far back that only 
a& occ&i>JoQal glinimcT of the lead ligbt could bd 
KGH* Tbo trail stniek tbe Powder od an aa^loi 
and when within a mile of the river, tho awing 
cutUv laft tlie de«p-ttoddun patlifl luid started for 
tho aoarost water. 

The left flank of our Bkirmi^h line enoonnterei] 
tbfiT cattle as they resuhe^l tlw river, und prev^it«d 
tltem from dnftlog up the sCreani. ThepoLut tuea 
aliandoDed th^ leaders wheu within a few kundr^ 
yaiila of the river. Then ihi? rear guard of crip* 
pies and. soro-footed cattle gauio up^ aud the two 
flauks of horaetineu pushed them all acrosa the rivor 
until ih^y met, w^jcn wc turned and e;aIloped into 
oajnji, iiiAkiugtbe niL^ht hidt*aiis with otir yelling., 
Tho lou^^t dry drive of the trip had been stioaees- 
fuUy mad*, und we all f«!t jr^tibnt- We Hn'ippe4l' 
briill"* and Kaddlc-t from our tirerl horses, and 
unrolling our beda, wera toon lout in w«ll>«amed 

alflnp^ 

Tlie stara may liave twuiklod overbead, and sun- 
dry Totcee of Iho ni^ht may h4To wkinpered to ns 
a» wc Iny down to ^loep, but we wero too tiled for 
poeiry or aontimont that ui^ht. 
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CHAPTEE XXI 

THl T»LM>W8T0in> 

TOB trunpio]^ of OUT r^mur/a m tli^y Oftme trotting 
tip to this wagon the nett mornings aad Honcy- 
tDMi's <uO)ing, "Haraes, hoT-a**," brought iw lo 
tlw rculiiAtiiin tliiit another ila; }i^ dawttcd wiLli 
its duty. McCeuiii liad atretched th« lopeft of our 
corral, for Flood was as dead to tlio world aa &uy 
of us irere, bitt the tramping of over a hundred 
ftud forty horeee and multis, aa thej crowded ineide 
the ropes, hroaght him into action && Wdl) as the 
rest of UB. We had had a good five houra' sleep, 
ifrhile our moui^tH hckl been tranaforined from gaunt 
MiifjiftU to round -bonvlud saddle borseH^ — that 
fmigbt and sCruggled amongst tbemHolv^B or !krt- 
fully dotlgcxl the 1:Ltiat loojm which were Iwiug outt 
after ihem. Houeymau reported the hexd quietly 
gT»uiiig across the river* stnd after seourlug our 
mouDts for the morniug, we breakfasted before 
looking after the cattle. It took us lesR than an 
hour to round up and ooiint the cattlOf and turn 
tbom loose again under hvrd to graze. Those of 
us not oil hard returueil to the wagon, and oui 
foreman instracted MeCann to make a two hours' 
drive down the river and oanip for noon, as Iw pro* 
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poa^ only to graz« the herd tliat mommg. After 
seeing tbe wagon safely beyond tba r(>cky L-ro^^ing, 
w« h{inf«cl up a gooil bntliiitg |wo) anti iiif4|Kii'W 
outsdIv^s for hulf au Loiir, taklug a much needed 
b&th. There ircre traiU on either side of tho 
Powder, and b8 our couru) was honoeforth to tho 
northwest, wo romninod on the wcat side and graced 
or trailed down it» It waa a beautiful Etream of 
water, having its sonrce in the Big Horn Moiin- 
tftiua, freqnently visible on our left. For the next 
four nr Ave days we had easy work. There were 
ninge aathle through that Heotion, hut fearful of 
Texas fever, their ownen* g»ve the Powder Kiver 
A wide berth. With the exception of holding the 
herd at night, our duties were light. We caught 
fiah and billed grouse; and the roapito eeeioed like 
a holiday after our eiperieaoe of the pnst few days. 
During the evooiug of the seoond day after reaeh- 
ing the PowdcT, we croaaed the Craay Womfto, % 
dear mountainous fork of the former river, find 
nearly as lajrge aa the parent stream. Once or 
twiee we erusuiTitered rntige riderK, and learnt 
that the Cra^y Winiian wha a fkUwV i^v>iintiy, a niim- 
her of beef rauohca b«mg located on it, stocked with 
Texas rattle. 

Somewhere near or about the Montana line, we 
took a left-hand trail. Flood had ridden it out 
until hC' had Batisfiod himsolf tlint it led over to 
the Tongue River and the country beyond. Wliile 
large trail* followed on down the Powder, their 
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direction wa* wrtms for ua, aa they led towards the 
Bml LnndH uud the lower VoUowrttotio country. 
Oti th« sooonU day out, ft£ter t^Lkiii;: tbtr loft-hrtnd 
truil, wo 9iio<3ikntor«d aom« rough eountiy in pass- 
ing A«rofta & ftAiidl^ in & nm^ of hills fcruiing th^ 
divide between t!ie Powder nnd Tongcis rivers. 
We wtre rie«ily a wJndei ilay eri»i«ing it, hat had 
a well-iLs<Hl trail tii follow, mid down in the fikot* 
hill:! made t:amp lli&L ai^ht on u eraek which vinp- 
tied into the Tongue, Tlie tough^ieHd of the trail 
was iiv«U compensated for, however, oe it was a par- 
adiEio of grauB .-tud water. We reaehed tbo Touguo 
River the next aftcrnooot ai^H fi>and it a eunilar 
BtreaiD to the Powd«r, — doBr aa oryata)» Bwift, and 
with a rooky bottom* Ah thtif,e wuro but minor 
rivers, we ent'ouutered no trouble in croiifling tUeiu^ 
the greatest danger being to our WA.gon. On tho 
Totigiie we met runge riilurs agiiin. uud frojn tJirni 
we learned that this trail. wLii:h crosseJ the Yel- 
lowstone at I'renc^hman^s Ford, was the OTie iii uko 
by herds bound for the MunstjAhcll and remoter 
points on the upper IVliasouri. Frotn one rider wd 
learned that tho tirat herd of the proaant eonsoa 
which went throo^h on thiB route were cattle win- 
tered on the Niobrara in western Nebraska, whose 
destination was Alberta in the British poase^^ions. 
This herd oul-elaaseit us in ^leiietrating uort^hward, 
though in diKUtiee they liad not traveled half ws 
£ar as our Giriile Di>ts. 

After foUowiug the Tongue River several dajra 
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and cotuiDg out on that iiunL«aad plain tiibuloijr 
to the YolJowBtoQC, thQ truil turn&d to tbc nortb- 
VQ«t, garo uB a Bbort da^*s drive to tUo Koft^ 
tud Hiv«r, and after fullowmg it a few miles. Lore 
off again on the fiame qii.irter- In our rear bung 
the mountains with tlieii- asntlne] peulcBf while in 
oiir front atretcliyt) tlje valley tributary to tlie Tul^ 
lowatooe, in eati^Dt, itself, an inland etupire. The 
month was August^ and, witb the exception of cool 
nights, no ooiuplaint could be made, for that rard- 
fied attnospherd «a« a tcmio to taan and beoat, and 
tbere was pleaAure in the primitive freabneBft of 
the country whioh rolled away on every hand. On 
leaving tbfl Hotiebud, two dnj's* triLvel brought ua 
to the east fork oi Sweet Grasj^, au iusi^iiflcaikt 
stream* with a irwift current and rocky oroaarngs. 
In the iirat two houia after reaching it, we muat 
bftre orosacd it half a dosen timce, following tJie 
gtOA^y boCtonn«, whieh shifted from one b&uk to 
the olher> When we were full forty milea dis- 
tant from Frentiiman'B Fonl on the YellowBtonei 
tha wagon* :n eraJpAing Swi-n^t Grauit, wont down a 
i]d]Sn]E hLLiik iiUo the boUotii of the ervck^ the left 
bind wheel eollided with a bonlder in the water, 
diiibing it, and every K|i(kho in the wheel nnApjinl 
off Jkt tbe ahoulder la the felloe* McCann never 
noticed it, but poured the whip into the mules, 
and when he piilUd out on the opposite bank loft 
the felloe of htB wheel in the rr^k behind. Th« 
herd wu ia the Uv^ at the time, and vhen Honey- 
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man overtook ii» and reported tho ftocidont, wa 
Uircw the herd off to groBo, &Dd over L^ tho oat* 
fit r^lumod to tho wngOD. 

Whon w<f reached the sceoe, MoCftno had roooT' 
«Ted Che f«llo«, Stit «v«ry spoke in the hub vras 
liopeli-julj- ruined. Flcod took in the aitaation mt 
A gtjuicft- Ha orrlerad the W3l^d UTi)i>aded and 
lli« i-eiufb luagtht^ned, took tlie axe, aitd* with The 
Bebelt went bftok about a mile to a thicket of lodge 
polrA whk'h we had pitased higher up the creek. 
Whilo the rest of ub nnl^adud the wngon, McCann* 
vho WU3 swuuring b}' both note and rhyme, un- 
oarthot] bis saddle from amonR^t the other plun- 
der and oinohed it on bis nigh wh^yW. Wts had 
the wagon unloaded and bad relonded some of the 
beaviaat of the plnnder in the front end of tba 
wagon hox, by the time our foreman and Priest 
Tetumed, dr?tgging from their pommels a tblrty* 
foot pole as perft^ut uh the mast itt a yaclit. Wa 
knocktjd off all tho spokes not alre^y broken at 
the bub of the ruined wheel, and after jaeking up 
the hind axle, attached the "crutch." By cutting 
a half notch in the lai-^r end of the polo, bo that it 
fitted over the front asld. lashing it there fieour^ly, 
and allowing the other end to trail behind on the 
^ound, we devised a support on whi<!b the hnb 
of the broken wheel rested, almost at its normal 
belght. There was suffi(?ient spHng to the pole to 
obviate any jolt or jar, while the rearrongcmeDt we 
had effected in diatributiiig tbe load would relier^ 
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it of any lorionv burden. We took a rope from 
tbti i.'oupliDS pole oE tho vragoo and loosdly noosed 
it ovoT tho oratch, whi^?li allowi^d boway in turning, 
but pru^vuctod tli6 hub from ftlipping oQ tbu sup- 
port on a flhort turn to tho left. Then wo lAshod 
the Hrf» uid faUoe to the front end of the wa^on, 
nn^ wiih the loss of but a couple of hoQS-s our 
ooniiiiiFUiary vaa again od the move, 

Tb« tr&il followed tlie Sweet Grnsa d^iwa to the 
YeJlnwaUiQti; and until we reaalied it* whanevnr 
there were creeks to ford or extra pulU on hUU, 
half a do»n of ua would drop back and lead ft 
hnnd from our saddle pommela. The gradual de- 
diue of tho country to tho riv'er was in our fztvor 
at prsB^nti and we ahould reach tha ford in two 
days at the fortbost, where wa hop^d to fmd a 
wheelwright. In uase we did uot, our foreman 
thought ha oould «iffeet a trade for a servic^iablo 
wsgozi, as ours was a new utje aiid the best mulcA 
in Hm market- The uext day Flood rode on abend 
to Frenchman's Ford^ and late in the day retumctd 
with the information that the Ford was quite & 
pretentions frontier villago of the iquatt<;r type* 
Ttero was a hlackftmtth and a vhoelvrright ahop 
m tha totvn^ but tho provpoot of an cxchanKo 
waa disoouraging, a* the wa^ns thore wero of tho 
boavy froighting typ«t vrhilo oura vaa a wide troad 
— ft aprionn objpeti^in, na wngona niauufactured for 
noutlii^rn trad» werti eight innbi^ wider tlian thiituf 
m use in the north, and tberefore would not tisck 
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om the utmo rood. Tho wheelwright liaii usured 
Flooil tUut the wheel coxdd be tilled in a dajr, with 
iho oxiToptioQ of painting, nnd as paint vcns nol 
iuipoHaiit, hd bail <lei>ul«d to move up witbin thr«e 
or four miles of the Ford and He ovdr a day for 
rfpAiriiig tli^ wagiiik* Jiiid at (he a&in^ time hunve 
our luules n^Tiod- Acuciixltriglj we moved up the 
next iQoruIug, ^od after uulo^uig thtt wagijn, both 
boK and coiktcnts, over half the outfit — the first 
uid second ^ards — accompout^d the wagou into 
tbo Ford. They were to return by noon, wk^ the 
rc'inaiud«r ot ub w^re to have our tank in aeoing 
tho diglitn of Fr<eu<*hman's Ford. The hor^e wran- 
gler remamed behind with iis, to aooompany the 
othftr half of tlw outfit in the nf lernoon. The herd 
wuA tii> Lroiible to hold, aud ufter watering alxiut 
the middle of the forenoon, tbi^e of un wejit into 
camp and got dum^r. Aa thia wt&a the firat Lime 
since starting that our oook waa aWnt, we rather 
enjoyed the opportunity to practice om- cuiinaiy 
ekill. Pride in our ability to ciook wac a wdukroas 
in our oruft. Tlie work was divided up between 
Joe Stalling*, John Offioor, and mystlf, Houeyman 
1>«ing excused on agreeing to rustle the wood and 
water. Stalling pndrNl hinui^lf on buiug an lirtiftt 
in making coffee, and while hunting for the coffee 
jDiIl, found a bag of diied peaclies- 

"Say, fellows." said Joe, ''I '11 bet McCann hai 
LaiUed thia fruit a thousand wlm and never knew 
he had it amount all tlu9 plunder. I 'm goiug to 
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fttev a saiiccpui fall of it, just to show his roynl 
niba that he 'b been thoughtless of his boarders,*' 

OffiL^fl^ volunteered to out and fry the meaC^ for 
we were entlng ntray besF liow with great regular- 
ity; And the oiakmg at tbe bisoults fell k) me. 
lloDeyraan soou Jiad a firo ao big that you oould 
not have get near it ^rithout a wet blanket on : ami 
when my biacuita were ready for the DutoL oven, 
Offioor threw a bucket of water on the fire, re- 
ina^rlcingt *'Uoneynian» i£ you w&a cusi aegundo 
uiidf^r rue, and btiiU up sueli a big fire for the iihef, 
there would ba trouble in tainp. Vou may be ii 
good entjiigli ht)i-ae wrangler for a throtigh Texa^ 
^utJitf but when It I'.uiuea to playing secoud fitU 
die to a oook of my aooomplishmenta — well, you 
aimply don't know salt from wild honey, A man 
might aa well try to cook on a buriiiug haystack 
iLS on a fire of your building-" 

When the fire had bnrued down AoffieieDtly, 
the flooke gob their retdpeetive utenatk upon th« 
fire; I had an ample supply of live ooals for tlie 
DuUih oven, and diuTiei' waa shortly aFterwanli* 
aniiounoed as ready. After dinner, OfEIuer and 1 
relieved the men oil herd, hat over an hour passed 
before wo caught sight of the first and secoad 
guards returning from the For<l, They wcrt uieu 
who could fitay in town all day and enjoy them- 
findves^ but, as Flood hfid ruminded thcra, there 
were others who were entitled to a holiday. When 
Bob Blades and Fox Quartarnight came to ouj 
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rt^inf on bnnl, thny attejiipted Ui daUin nft vitb a 
dcHcription of FrenohmftTi'B ForcU Injt we cut »11 
oanveniiition uliort by riding avr&y to cansp. 

^ Wo '11 juat 8&Te them the trouble, And go la 
ftod net! it for ourealvM." Mvid Offidei to mo, aa we 
g»Dopo<i along. Wc hud left word with Honey- 
man what bcisCB wo wantod to rido that after- 
noon, and lost little time in ohanging mouots; 
then wc all Bot out to pay our respects to tbo 
mushrooin village on tht? YdillnWHtiOQE. Moat of 
ua had money: and thone at ttia out^t who hud 
rettimed wore cUaji i^haven and Lrougbt the report 
that a shave waa two-bits aud a drink the same 
price. The town struok me as something ci^w 
and novel, two thirds of the hahitationB b«ing of 
canvaa. Immense quantities of btiifiUo hides were 
diyini; or already baled, and waiting transporta- 
tion Ks we afterward learned to navigable pointa 
on the Miasoim, Lapj^e hiiH trains were enoaDiped 
on the oiLtskiita of the village, while many suoh 
outfits w«rQ iu town, receiving cargoea or dia- 
chargln^ freight. The drivers of these ox trains 
louBg^d in the streets aud throng'ed the saloons and 
g&mbling resorts. The popidation was extremely 
mixed, and iilmoat every lan^iage eould be heard 
spoken on the streets. The men were fine ^pee 
of the pioneer, — buffalo hunters, freighters, and 
other pbiinumen. though hardly as pictureaqne in 
^gLive anil costume as a mitdern arthit would pnint 
them. For native coloring, there were typical 
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rpfioimens of nortlisi'D In<linns, gnuiting their jar* 
^i»n amtd tbe babel of other tonnes; an<t groups 
of Aquawa wandered through the Irreg^ular streotn 
in glfcudy blaukcita and red oaliuo. The only oiri- 
Itzin^ deiaent to ha se&n was the oiirop of engi- 
neers, ruaniDg the aorvey of the Northern Paci6o 
railroad- 

Tying our horses in a grmip to a hitch-rack in 
the rear oi a hjUooii oalkd The BufTnlu BiiU, vm 
entered by a rear door and linud up at the bar for 
our ftrat dtink siiico leaving OgiLlalla, Gftine« of 
chance werer rmmicg in tJie reai- for those v^ho felt 
inclined to try their luok, while in front of Ih© bur, 
■.gainst the farther wall, were a number of small 
tables, fLTOnnd which were seated the patrons of 
the plafie, pla,ying for the driukR, One oould ii*t 
hatp beiTkg unpreaaed with the unrestrainttd free- 
dom of the village, whose sole prodiiot seemed to 
Ije buffalo IiideH- Kvery mrui in the place woro 
the I'eguhitiou ai^L-ahooter in \th belt* and quite a 
number wore two. The primitive law of nature 
known &a self^preaerration, waa very evident in 
Au^at of 'S2 at Frenchman's Ford> It reminded 
me of the early daya at home in Texaet whorOf cu 
arising in the morning, one buokled on bis six* 
shooter aa though it were pan of hia dress. After 
a Aecund round of drinks, we BtrolleJ out into tlia 
front Htreet to look up Flood and MeGann, and in- 
oidentaUy get a shave> We soon located McCanDf 
who bad a hunk of dried buffalo meat, 4Uid vii 
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ofaippfug k off nnd feeding it to somG Indian <hbil- 
divn wbofld aeqiutiolanoe he seeoieii to be culti- 
vating. On ftigbtmg ua, he gave tha children t^ 
retitJiliider of the jerkeil huffalo, and at onae pW^ 
himself hi uur disposal as guide to Fr^uahiuou'fi 
Ford. He h&d been all over the town that uiorEi- 
ing; knew the name of every saloan and those of 
ft^voral barkDopors as wcU; pointed out tho buJlct 
holes ID a log building wkor<> the la£t shooting 
aerape ooonrred, and otherwise showed us the sights 
iu the village whi<.'h wd might hni^e overlooked. 
A barber shop? Why, certainly; and lis led the 
way, informing us that iha wiigoTi vvh^ol wuuld l«e 
fllled by evening, tbuL the intilefi were alre^y shod, 
and that Flood had ridden down to the crossing to 
look at the ford. 

Two barbers hjmed oa out rapidly, and aa wg 
left ve continued to take in the town* strolling by 
paira and drinking moderately as wo went. Flood 
had returned in the ni9An time, and fleemed rather 
convivial and quite willing to enjcpy the enforced 
lay-over with ns. While taking a drink in Yeltow- 
stont^ Bob's plrLL*Uf thd fureniLin l>xik nooajflnu to 
nail llie attention of The Rebel to a eheap lithn- 
giaph uf General Grant which hung behind Uie 
bar. The two dii^cuaaed the raerita of the pictiirei 
and Priest, who woa an admirer of the magnanim* 
ity as well as the military ^niiis of Grant, spolce 
in rcaerved yet favorable terras of the gen«ral, 
vben Flood ^ppantly eluded him on his eulogistic 
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reniEirUs ever an oCBn^r to whum he hnd onos been 
6uiTt;fiil»jn?d. The Kelrel took tbe (^Jiafiing io &11 
good luimiir, AEid when Qur gla4»cv vera fiUodt 
flood aug^ested to Prieat that sice© he waa such 
ftn admirer of Grant, possibly he wuh(;d to pro- 
pose a toael to tlie geueraJ'a lie&ltti. 

"You "pc yo:ing» Jim," aaid Th*> RcWl, "And if 
youM gone tbrougb what I hav«, yoat views of 
things might be different. My iidmtt-ation Cor tho 
generals on oup side fiurviTed wounds^ prieona. and 
dtsngeia of fortune; but titiie hoA ternpercfl my 
vidWh oa flome tbiugs, and now I dort*t ijuthuat* 
over generals irlieu the men of the ranks ^ho made 
tliom famoLifl are forg<jtt€a. Tlirough tlw fortuoes 
of war, L sftlntfid Grant when we wci^ aoxrenderod, 
\i^\t I woulda^t propo^u a toast or toko ofE my hat 
Uuw to any man thut livc^/' 

During; th^ eommenta of The Rebol, a Btranj^r, 
vrbo evidenUy oTerhuni thorn, ro»Q from odv of ihQ 

Im in the pl&oe and Raiint^red over t^ the t^nd 
jof thts bur, ma uttentivu iJAtuiier to t)i« MULiL-wdtng 
oonvenation. He wa^ a younger man than Priest* 
— witij a bead o£ bi:;ivy bUck hair rociclung bu 
vbould^ant while his droas nM laigely of buckakin, 

iftuely orTiuitiented with hct^work und fringi^a, 
[o wu amicdf nn waa every one else, and from 
bia langaid demeanor as well as from his smart 
lu^iioa, one would (classify him at a passing 
'glaniw B8 n froiitii^r g^tmbW. Aii we turuvd away 
from the bar to an iiii(j(<cnpied tabU, Prte^ wat>^ 
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for hift clungv, when thd Atrang^r fic<vwte^ lilm 
with an inquiry a« to where lie waa from. In t!ia 
converaatian that ensued, the »trauger, wlio had 
notit^nd the good- butnci red manner In wbiuh The 
Rebel had takou the cLidiag of our fort^maD, pre- 
teudwl Py t&ke faim to tnak for some of hia rtmnrlcs. 
But iu tliU he made a miatake. What bte friends 
might safelf say to Priest would be treated mt rm 
iiisult Erom a stratiger. Seeing that he ^vould not 
ststid hU chiding, the other attempted to mollify 
hjm by proposing tbey have a drink together and 
part friendly, to which Tha Rttlw) as«eiit«il. I 
was pleaded witit the favoralde turn of affairs, for 
my hunkie hod used »f>uie rather aevere hicgiiage 
in resenting the remarks of the stranger, which 
now had the premise of being dropped itmicahly. 

I knew the temper of Priest, aiid so did Flood 
tmd Honejman, and we wore all anxious to get him 
away from tho atranger. So I a^^ked our foreman 
ae soon jkB they had drunk tf^g^tlier, to go over and 
tell Priest WG were waiting for him to make up a 
game of cards. The two were standing at the har 
in a moat friendly attitude, hut H^ t,h^y r)it«ed I:heir 
glasses to drink, the atranger, hokling Uiff at arm's 
length, said: ^^Ilere ^s atoaatfor3ou: To General 
Grants the ablest*' — 

But tho toast was never fiiitished, for Priest 
dashed the conlcntfl of his glass in. tho stranger's 
face, and calmtj roplaeiug tho glass on the bar, 
backed across the room towards us> When half- 
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vay AorosB, a sudden movonioTit on the part of tba 
■trfin^r- caused bim to bolt. But it eecniod Uio 
picturesque gentleman beside the bar was on^^ 
•earoblng bis pockets for a handkercbief- 

"Don't get your hand on that gun you wear," 
uid The Itebel, whose hlood was up, *^unleaa you 
intend to use it. But you can't slioot a minntn 
too quick to duit me. What do you wear a. gun 
for, anyhow? Let's see how straight you Gim 
sbout." 

As the atranger made no reply, Priest eontin- 
ned, ''The next time you have auytbing to rub 
in, pick your mfta better. Th^ man who iostilts 
me '11 get all that^s due him for his trouble/* 
Still elioitang no reBponae^ The Kebel taunt«d him 
fnrfiher, ssiying, ^*Go on atid finiHb your LoH-nt^ you 
patriotic) beauty. I'll give you another: J^ 
Davta and tlie Southern Confederacy." 

We all roae from the table, and Flood, ^nig 
over to Priest, said, *'Coino along:, Pftul wg <ion't 
Want to have any trouble here. Let 's go across 
the street fled have a ^amQ of Califon^ia Jack/" 

But The Rebfil Blood like a ehiaeled statue, ignor- 
ing the friendly counsel of our foremsji, while tho 
fttrAUger, nfter wlpiitg the licjnnr front his fare and 
person, walkei] aciviMH the room and Heated biioself 
at the table from whioh he had risttn. A stillness 
M of d^tb perTflde<i the room, which was only 
broken by our foreman repeating his request t« 
Priest to come away, but the latter replied, *'Noj 
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vrhen I Uzve thU pkce it will rot be done in feu 
of nny one. When any nwoj goes oiil of his way 
to insult me he mual: take the conieitienf^eBf :lui| 
\e can ftlwaye ^nd mi^ If he wnntH xatuf action. 
We'll take anotber drink before we go. Every- 
body in the houAc, come up ^iod take a drink with 
Paul Pneat. • 

The irtmatea of the place, to tbe tinmber of poe- 
eibly twenty, wJio hid hit^a witnoaa to what had 
occurred, accepted the inritAtion, quitting their 
gauicg and gutbering around the bar. Pi-iest took 
n position at th<; end of this bar, ^hure be could 
notice any movement on the jKirt of bts adversary 
BA well aA the faeces of Lis giTliMta, aiid ftmiling on 
them, said in true hospitality, ^'What will yea 
bave, gentlemen?" Thero waa a foroef! effort on 
the part of the drinkers to appear indtifereat to 
the situation, but with the elranger sitting aullenly 
in their rear and an iron-gi-ay man standing at 
the farther <<nd of the line* hungering for an oppot- 
ttmfty to settle difTerent'es with aii-ahooters, their 
iuiUfferenoe wbs nn empty mockery. Some of the 
plHyers retnrntd to thetr gnines, while others aaiui* 
tered into the street, yet Priest fihowed no dispo- 
Hihion to ^. Alter a while the stranger walked 
orer to the bar and called for a gla^a of whiskey. 

The Rebel stood at the end of the bar, calmly 
rolling a ciFarettc, and as the stranger aeemed not 
to notice him, Priest attracted his attention and 
aaid, "I 'm just passing through here, and ihall 
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nnlj he in town thiA afternoon ; ho if there *» aiiy- 
tliin^ between us that deiDootlft aettleiueiit, JtrnU 
lii^eitate to ask for it.'' 

The atrangor dr^ed hia glas* at a flingle gulp, 
and with admirablo oompodure ropHed* *^If tJiei^^ 'e 
anythin^^ between vts, we '11 Esettle it in due time, 
and aa men usually settle suob diffi^c^DaeD in thta 
country. I have a friend or two in town, and as 
anon H,a 1 see thein, ynti witl receive notice, or you 
may (iooHLder the matter dropped. Tbat*-^ alt I 
care to say at present." 

He walked away to the rear of the room. Priest 
joined ns> and we fitroUet] oat of the place. In 
the etreet, a grizzled, gray-bearded man, who had 
drunk witli him inside, approached my bunkie and 
said, **You want to watch that feJlow. He claimB 
to he from the Gallatin oou&tr}\ but he isn't, for I 
live there. There *fl a pal with him, and they *vo 
got some good horses, but I know every brand on 
tlie headwaters of the Misaonri, and tlieir horses 
\rera never bred on any of ita three forks. Don^t 
give him any the best of yon. Keep an eye on hinii 
comrade/^ After thia warning, the old man turned 
into the first open door, and we crossed over to 
the wheelwright'* shop; and as the wheel would 
not be finishecJ for several hours yet, we continued 
our survey of the town, and our next landing was 
at The Buffalo BnU, On entering we found four 
of our men in a game of cards at the very first 
tablet while OfBcei was reported as being in the 
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^unUiiig TOojD m tha r«ar- The aolj vacant taLlo 
hk Ab bar-rDom vr&s tlie Inat one lU tbc fnr c^wttcrt 
and c^lmg for a dtck of c^ida, we occupied it. I 
sat with my back to the log wnll of the low oat* 
Btovy roouL, wbUo on my left and fronliDg tlid 
door, Pn«£t took a seat with Flood for his pardncr, 
wHlo IlonoyuiiLu tdiX to m«- After playliij; A few 
faondd. Flood tngg^ted tluit Billy go forward nxid 
exchange seats with lome of our outHt, so afi to be 
near the door, where he could «ee Atiy an^ thai t'-U" 
ttfrnl. wli!l» from his positloii the ivar dour would 
be sunilarly guarded. Under th!& cha&g<e^ Bod 
IVheat came back to oar t^tild and took Honey* 
fflAri's Jilacc. Wo bftd been playing along for tm 
hour, with people passini^ in and out of the gam- 
bling room, and expected shortly to start for corap, 
when Prieei'a long-haired advaraary oame in at th© 
^nt door, and, walking tl^roiigh the roonit passed 
into the gambling departments 

John O^cer, after winning a few doUars in 
the card room, was standing alongsido watching 
OUT game; and as tbe stranger ))aa5ed by« Priest 
gave bim tbe wink, on which Officer foll^>vfcd the 
stntDger and a heavy-set companion who voa with 
him into tbe tear room. We had pkyod only a 
few' hands when the heavy-set man oarae back to 
the bar, took a drink, and wsdkod over to watoh 
a game of oErds at the second table from the front 
door. Officer came bjink shortly afterward, atid 
whispered to us that there were four of tbem to 
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]<tnk out for, as be had seen th^tn oonfemn^ tf>- 
getlier. Pri<_'Bt B^ean? J the leust concerned of any 
of 119, but 1 noticed be e&fled the bolster on bia belt 
forwiinl, wliere it voiild be ready to his band, A\'o 
bad csilleil for a i^oimd of di-iiikn, Officer tuUirg 
one wUIl tia, vrlieti two nieu uume out of the gMn* 
blxng heU, Aiad holtijig iir, the bar, pretended to 
div'idd some tuonej wLkli tbey wished to ha^vi^ it 
appear they hud won in tbe otu-d room. Thetr 
Oi>nverfia,tion was loud and intended to attract at- 
tentioiiT but OfBeer gave ns the wink^ £md their 
roae whb perfet^tly utiderstood. After taklug a 
drink and attrapting as mueh attention as jwasible 
over tbe diFiMion of the money, they aeparaUKl, 
but rem;iined in iho room. 

I VTA5 dealing tbe caidn a few minutes later, wlien 
the long'haiied man emerged from tbe gambling 
hell* and imitating thd maudlin, aauntered up to 
the bar and ELsked for a drink. After being served, 
he walked about halfway to thu door, thou whirl- 
ing snddenly. stepped to the end of th& bar, placed 
bis hands upon it, sprang np and stood upright 
on it. He whipped out two ftix-*hooter», let loose 
a yell which caused a eommution tbroughcait the 
room, and walked very deliberately the length of 
the counter, hia attention centred upon the occu- 
pantfl of our table. Not attracting: the notice he 
expected in our quarter* be turned, 4ind elowjy 
repaoed tlie bar^ hurling aaathcmofl oa Toxaa o&d 
Texana in geneml. 
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I Mw Tbo Rebel's oyee, stoolod to inton8it7, 
Bn«et F1<kh1'» &<to«» tho tahlet ami in iha,t glaacio 
of our foTeman be «vi<Ieatly r«ftd approval, for lie 
roflo ngiclly with the «teAlCh of % tiger, nnd fop Uie 
first thtm tli:tt iL-Ly hiA hand wtrnt to tlie liandlu of 
4 bis BU-»booter. Oce of the two [iret^jiiled niiinerB 
ftl oardfi &AW tlw loorcmrjut m our tjuiirter, and 
s&Dg out as a warning, ^'CuiiJado, muolio/^ TLe 
roan on tho bar whirled on the word of wainbig, 
and bl^izod away with hh two giia» into our corner. 
I btid ri»vii at tlio w^rd niid waa piniiod agaiuat Uio 
wall, where en tho first fire a rain of dirt fell from 
thi? <!hinkinj^r in tlie wall ov^r my bead. As soon 
Ks the others sprang aw;ty troTa the table, J kictced 
It over in cdt^iiring uty£«lf, and tuune to mjr feet 
just aa THb Ktibel fired bis second sbot. I had 
the fiatiafactioii of aeeing bis long'baired adTenary 
Teel backwarda^ firing his guns into the ceiling 
fts be went, and in falling cra^b bearily into tho 
glaflBwar^ on the back bnr. 

The smoke which filled the roam left nothing 
visible for a few moments- l^leantime Prieet, sat- 
itpfied that hh aim bad gone true, turned, pasBed 
through the rear room, gained bis horae, and waa 
galloping awa.y to the herd hefora any tiemblanoa 
of order was re**toreib A» tlie Hinoke cleared away 
and we passed furward through the tooin, John 
Officer had one of the three pardnere standing with 
hie bands to the wall, while bis six-Uiooter lay on 
the floor under Offioer'e foot. He had made but 
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OCd shot into our cothgt. wben the mnzsle of a 
gun '^as {fuahecl against Lis cEir with an imperative 
order to drop hia arms, which be bad promptly 
dene. The two others, who h&d been under tho 
aurveilUnoo of our men at the forward table, never 
made a move or offered to bring a gun into action, 
and after the killing of their pictnreaqua pa,rdner 
jiassed together out of tho house, Tliere had been 
five or 8UC shots fired into our comer, but the fkat 
double shot, fired when tht-ee of us were still sit- 
ting, w«it too tigh for effect, while the remainder 
were soatteriikg^ though Hod Wheat got a bullet 
through bis ooat, close enough to bum the ekin on 
hiB shoulder. 

The dead man was laid out on the floor of the 
9aloon ; and through curiosity, for it could hardly 
have been mueb of a no^'elty to the Inhabitants 
of Frenehman^H Ford, hundreda eame to gaze on 
the corpse and ex^mint} the wounds, one abova the 
other through bia vitals, either of wbicb would 
have been futal. Officer's prisoner admitted that 
the dead man va^ bia pardner, aud oEfeied to re- 
mevQ the corpse if released- On tuiniug his six^ 
ehootor over to the proprietor of the plaoo, he waa 
gi^'on his freedom to dapatt and look up hie friends. 

Aa it was after sandown^ and our wheel was 
^eflUed and ready, we aet out for camp, where wo 
found that PHeat had taken a freah horse and 
started h^ak ovf^r the tniil. No ona in\t any im- 
QuUess ovw Ilia abseooo, for he kid demoostratod 
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hh aUBtr to prouct hbmtlf: bckI trvth 
mB to ttj that t^ outfit to % mvt «nki pcood oi 
htQU HoTujirmji w^a ttnbfttitoted on our gnanl m 
Thn R^beV* pUce, sle^pii^ wiib ■>« tbat uightt 
Aitd after wca were in bed. Bill/ lud in ha fnlJiri 
Mm; ^If Uiat bonw tJiicf had not r«lM on po< 
ahootiDj:, a&d liad hctn modest and ooly used odo 
f^D, kfl might havo hart tomo of 70a feUow^ But 
vben I MAW old Paul rautiiK bia gna to a Jftvol ■■ 
he »hot, I knew ho was cool and stefidj, and Pd 
nitk4fr diod right thor« than M« liim fail to get hia 
mac/' 
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Et early dawn the next moaning we were aatir life 
Dur last camp cii Sweet Grass, and before the 
har94)5 were lirougbt m, we had put on the wagon 
Iwi and reloaded our etfeota. The rainy Hejis<*n 
liJivmg eiidu] in tlie mounUiln KgioirR, tie Hta^ 
of WHtt^r ill the Yellow»tooi5 would preseiit do diffl- 
flultlea m fordiug, iiud our foremmi was anxious to 
make a, long drive that daj eo ae to make up for 
our eaforoed lay^oTer. We had broakfaated by 
the time the borsee wore oormlled, and when we 
ovortook tbe grazing JieriJ, the pattl*^wer« within a 
mile of tho rivor. Flood hdd looked over the ford 
the day before, nud tooh od9 f^oiut of the berd a^ 
we wi^nt down into tbi* crossiog. The wattr vaa 
j^uite '^liiHy to tho cattle, diongb tho hnrses in tha 
lead piiid little attuotioii to it, th« water in no 
jdaoe being over thrti© feet deep. A uuuibBr of 
apeotators had come up from Frenchman's to watch 
tho herd ford, tbe oroaaing being about half a mile 
above the village. No ono made uny inquiry for 
Pricat, though ample opportiinity was givon thoin 
to Bee that the gray-haired man was misaing. Af- 
t«tr tbe lierd had crossed, a number of uu lent ft 
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ro[« in aMBltug die wagon over, am] wfen w 
wic h cd tbe brtLer bank, w« vnmd tmr hxin to 
the ptiup on L1j« Ac^uth aide io l&re««E bo tboo 
iDd to Frcnickin&ii'B Ford. 

Tbe ttaU &a leaving the rirer led np Masj- Bcr* 
rica, one of the Iribntftrifd of the YeUowvtotid put- 
ting ID from tLe north side ; and we p«nlktkd it 
tntU alt«T mile, Tt waa vttb difficulty that ridete 
could be kept on the right Ixand side of the bord, 
for along it grew raidlejui qnanliti^s of si fip^cfes <^ 
upland htit-kl^berrj, and, l^reakmg off hnuirbpXt 
we feasted ac w« rode along- The grade up tlita 
crerk wna cjiiile pronotincod, for before night tbe 
channel of the creek had narrowed to screr^ yarcU 
in width. On the second day out tbe wild fmit 
diaappoared early in the njoming, and after a eon- 
tinued pwlunl clitnh, vre made camp that night on 
the suminit of the divide within pkin sight of tho 
MufWE^Ishen Kiver. From this divide tbere was a 
flplviidid viaw of the surrounding country 3l« fax 
as eyie could see. To our right, as we nenrefl tho 
nmiTiit, W44 ooiild s^e in thnt rurt^^ad ;itninspLere 
die hutteK, Uke aentin^^U oti duty, u« tliey dotted the 
Smmenee tableland between the Yellowstone and 
the mother MtJisourJ, while on oar left lay a thon- 
sand hills, untonttnted sixvg by tbe deer, elk, and 
a romnnnt of buffalo. Anothor half day's drive 
brought u» to the ehoala on the Miidfielah^>U, about 
twelvQ miltis shove the enCraaee of Flatwillow 
Creek. It waa one of the easfest oroasings we had 
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encountered in nuiny ft 6&y^ conBideiriiig the sbat 
of the river nnil the flow of wat^r. Lo'^g before 
tlie Etdvent of the wliite mfin^ these ^hoa]? had been 
ill ime for g«neratiottd by the imtiieiisB lieni» of 
buffalo aud elk migrating back aud forlb between 
tbeii' snmmer rftngea and winter pa»turage, aa the 
ooTiTergtng game tr^ts on either aide indicated. 
It was &l3o on old Indian ford. After croaking 
and roRuming our afternoon drive, the cattle trail 
run within a mild of the river, and had it not been 
for tht* lierd of northern wiTitered onitle, and poa* 
sibly others, whieJi hud pissed ^long h niciiith or 
more in julvance of nH, ft wordd Imve been luird to 
deteruiiue which were cattle and which wei-e game 
trails, the oountiy b^ing iiterally cut up with theae 
pathways. 

When within a few miles of the Flafcwillow, tho 
trail bore oS to tho northwest;, nnd we oamped that 
night some distance K<low chi> junotion of tbd 
former creek with the Big Box Elder, Before onr 
wateh had been on g^iard twenty minutea that night, 
we heani arinie one whi^iling in the distance i anJ 
»H whiwvyr it was refiineil to come any n^-ai-ei" tlw 
herd, k tljought struck me, and I rode out into Hio 
darhnesa and hailed him. 

"Is that yoD, Tom?" came the question to my 
ohallang^^T and the next tniimte I waa wringing tho 
band of my old buukie. The RebeL I aj^anred him 
that the ooast wa« dear, and thiit no inquiry had 
bt^n even made for him the following morning. 
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when crcMirg tbo VcLlowtone, hy any of Ifa^ h^ 
iuilMi&ota of FnDobtkan'e FonL H« rokirttcd 
vtUi DM to the l>i>d jCTound^ wad mootiny ilocej* 
man fta be cirolftd anntnd, was almMt onliorBMl by 
tbe Uttet'a wuntdi of no«|>tBciB, and Offi^or'a 
ddig^t rm mo^n^ tny bimkiQ wu none tbo 1«m 
daii)uii!itiuti\%. For Di<^rly hn\i as liotir h« rod« 
around vntli one or the otber of lu, and »fl wa kaew 
lip li^l lijul littUr if Any iJenp for thti lout thrp9 
uight#, all of us begged iiim to go on ixito c^amp 
and CO to Aleep. Hut dii? old nucal loafed around 
with \M on guard, aoomingly delighted vitb our 
oom[)auy imd ruluutaut to Luavo, Finally Honcj- 
taftu and J prfivi^iilod on hioi to |^ to tbo wajfOfit 
but boforfr leaving ui be said, *'Wby, I*m b«Qii 
in aight of the berd fo? the last dny and nigbt, but 
I 'm getting a little Uted of lying ont witb Ibo dry 
cattle thdKd emyX nigbts, and living on hnckleber- 
Hes jind groiu$v, sn I Utought 1 *d just rido in and 
get a htoih borse and a «qaaic meal once iiicr^. 
Bab if Flcod saya stay, yon '11 ace mo at my old 
place on the point to-morrow/' 

H^ the owner of tbe bcrd etiddunly appeared in 
camp, he cmUd not havo i-aaolred sticli an orntloQ 
aa waa iritdudod Fiii^et tbe D«xt niorning whoa 
hi* proKoncQ bocame known. From tha cook to 
tbe foremao, they gathered around our bed, when 
The RebE>l ^t tip in the blanlcitU miA bihl an in- 
fonoiU recept^iuti ; HJid two hours uftcrwai^d be wan 
riding on th^ ri^bt (>oint of Uio herd M if nothing 
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hud happened. We hail » fair trail up Big Box 
E1ct«r, ami for the following few days, or until the 
source of that ct'eek va» t^aclied. met nothing to 
cHenk our oounm. Our foroinaa h^ been riding 
in advance of the herd, and after retuiDiDg to as 
ftt noon one day, reported that tho trail turned ft 
due D'^rthward course towards tho IMisoouri, and 
til h<Hil9 had soamingly taken it. As we had to 
touch at Fort Benton, whioh was almost due weet- 
ward. h& had condLid^l to cjuit the trail und tiy 
to ioTBixiept tliH military road running from Fort 
Magionin to Bentou. Mag'iiiiiU tay Ut th^ Kouth 
of u5« and our foreman lntpHl to »tri1ci?< thR military 
road at an ^n^le on aa near a westward course a» 
possible. 

Aooordinglj aftCT dmner he »et out to look out 
tho country, and took me with hun- Wc bore 
oH toward the MiB»oarii and within bolf an hour's 
ride after leaving the trail we aaw «onie loose 
horses ahout three miles dietanC^ down in a little 
Tailey through which flowed a creek towards tho 
MujiselHliell, We reined in and waUdied the hoc^oa 
several uiiimten, when we both agreed from tlkeir 
movauieuta that they were hobbled. We soontcd 
out some five or six miles, fiudiKg the country 
somewhat rough, but paaaabk for a hard and 
wagon. Flood was anxious to investigate thoso 
hobbled horsoa, for it hespoUe the camp of aome 
one in tho immediate vieinity. On our return^ the 
haraes were still in view, and with no little di£&- 
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ralty, vo do0ocnilocl from tho mcMi bto tbo Talkj 
and reacAidd tliMu. To out af;t«uMo svrpn^o, 4»j]a^| 
«f diom wM vrtftring ft boU, vrhUo DOorly h&lf of 
tiiim w«t« hobbled, then being twelve Ik^, tie 
grcNtvr puttioii uf wlui-ii luulci^ Itku ynu^ bornofl, 
&i]p|H>4ing tUfi rATTk|\ if tliera was one, iimst be up 
!q iktc kilU, vro fvUowcHl a bridlo p&tt up Htrcw* 
ib Aearch of iti Aticl mob csumi apon four iaeB» 
placer miniaf; on Ui« banlu of tlie crack. 

\Vhon wc nijul^ oitr cirand knoini, odd of tbeao 
p1a<»r roioerB, an elderly loan who secfla«d fftioiliar 
wilb the roLintry, evpressed some doubte ftbont our 
]i>aTUif; tW tr:ul. thougb he said cliere wa« a brldlo^^ 
path with wbioh he waa acquftiiited acrow to tbo^| 
miliary road. Flood at one* oPFewid to pay him^^ 
well if he would pilot ua arroas to tlu; rasd, or^_ 
near enough ao tliat we could find our way- T1m^| 
old pWermrin hesitated, and after oobsalting^ 
among Ilia portneri, Aflkod how wd were fixed for 
provision, exphvinrng that thdy wished to rcnuua % 
month or bo longer* and that f^nnie had bwD SOftted 
away from the immediate vicinity, until it hftd bo- 
<ioin« hard to eerur^ tn^At. But he found Flood 
ready m that qnarr^r, for lie iinmediutely offered 
to kill ft 1>e«f and load dawn ai>y two pnck honfla^H 
thi^y hiid, tf he would uouaeGt to pilot ui over io^| 
witliin sinking distance of the Fort Benton toad* 
Th« oFer was tmmediatety aoce;)t^, aud I Kraa 
diapatchod to drivo iu their horses. Two of the 
placer miners accompanied us baek to the trails 
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both riding good 8ad<Ue horeoa and leading twd 
otbcra iindo,i- pack saddles. We overtook the herd 
within a raile of the point where the tvatt was ti> 
be iibatidoTied, and after sending the wagoti ahead, 
our foreiiLEiD anked our ^eMta tii ^^lok out any cow 
or Ateer in the herd. Wbeu they deallneJ, he cut 
out a fat stray cow wbtub had comi^ into the herd 
down on the North PUtte, had her diiven in after 
the wagon, killed and quartered. When we had 
laid the quarters ou convenient rooks to cool and 
harden during tlio night, onr future pilot timidly 
inquired what we proposed to do with the hido, 
and on b^lng inforuLed that he was welooiiie to it, 
^et^med d^^lightod, remarking, an I helped Inm to 
fitaki} it out where it would dry, that *^ rawhide 
was mighty liaiuly impairing pa<ik saddlea." 

Onr visitors Interested us, for it is probahW 
that not a man in our outHt had ever seen a mlnen 
Imfore, though we had road of the life and wera 
deeply interested ia everything tbey did or aaidJ 
They were very plain men and of etmplo mannorail 
but wo had giTVit diSioulty in ^^etting them to talk. 
After supper, whil^ idliiig away a couple of boors 
abound our camp-^re, the outfit told stories, in tha 
hope that our giiUMfj^ would heeiune n^miniacent and 
give us Esome iiialght into Lbeir experieuuaa, Bob 
Blades leading off. 

'^I wae in a cow town once up on the head oE 
tho Chiaholni trail at a time when a cJiurch fair 
waa bouag puUud oS, There ffcrti lotd of old long- 
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hom cowmfm liTm; m the tcn^, who ovmtril cattle 
in that Clicrokei Strip that Offloor is alifa>ii talk- 
ing about. Well, tht^ra '& lot* of fcllcn up thoi^o 
that think a nigger is ra good a« anybody eU«, and 
when ymi flnd Kimh |»onpl« eet in their ways, it'* 
h^t nut to arguy niattera with them, l;iit lay low 
Ajiil lift on ymi think that way too, Tlmt*8 the 
way (LoM old Texaa cowmen aoted about; it. 

**Wel], lit this church fair there waa to be 
voted A pi'ifo of a ntco baby wa^n, whi(?h had 
boOD duoQtod by some merchant, to the prettiest 
buby under a yt^r old. Colouol Bob ZcllGra waa 
in lowQ at the time, slopping at a, botU whvre tho 
durky c£iok wns a rann who had onoe worked for 
him im Ihe trail, ' Frog^' thi^ d«rky, hiwl mitTried 
wheD he quit tlie <ii)l<mel'a iwrvi<ie, anil at the time 
of this fair the™ wjuh a piykaiiicny in hin family 
about a year old. and nt^rly th^ color of a new 
saddle. A few of these old cowmen got funny and 
thought it would be a good joke to have Frog ^nt<}r 
his baby at the fair, and Colonel Bob being the 
lender in the movement, he had no trmiblo oonvin* 
eing tho darky that that baby wagon v^a.?. his, if ho 
would only enter his yonngstBT, Frog thought the 
world of th« old Ciiiloiiel, and the latter aHtiuri^d him 
that hi3 would vote for his baby while he hod % 
dollar or a cow left* The result waH. Frog gayo 
his enthusiastic consent, and tlic Colonel agreed to 
«nter the pickaniuny in the contcat, 

*'Wdi, the Cdouel attended to the ont^ruig ot 
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tli6 baby*s Fiame, and then on tJiQ dead quiet iffcnl 
ground and rustled "p evory cowTDa^n and pnucb«r 
in town, nnil hn^ thtim promise to bei on luind, to 
Tote fur tliy prtfttie-^t baT>y at ti^n cciiT,** a thraff. 
The fair was being b&ld iu the largest hA.ll In town, 
and at the appointetl tour we were nil ou bund, aft 
vol! as Frog and hia vHe and baby. There w«re 
about a donen entriea^ o-^d only ono bhickbird in 
tbe Qdvej. The list of oontoatauta wslq read by tlie 
minuter^ and aa ei^h nAino wrxs announced, thcro 
waB a vigoi'onH clapping of hanJs all over the bou«e 
by the fii**tid9 of «aeh biiby. But wh^ti th« tiumo 
of MisH Prei^illa June Joae^ was annonnced, the 
Tdxna contingent msid^ tljeir presenue known by 
eucb a deafening outburst of applause that old 
y^^^g grinned from ear to ear — he anw hiinaolf 
nght then pushing that baby wa^n. 

"Well, OD the firet heat wo Yofcod sparingly, and 
fid the vote W^ia r^ad out about every quarter hour, 
Preeilla June JoneA on the tir^t turn was fourth ui 
the race. On the neoond report, out favnrite had 
nioved itp Ut thu'd pW<L^i after whii^h tlu^ wp»1<nr 
oivuH woTO deHf.rJ*d, and all the v(»ting blooil whh 
iH^nterod on the two white leaders, with our blac^lc* 
bird a cloae third. We were behaving oni'^clTca 
nicely, and our money waa wel(*ome if w« weren't- 
When the third vole waa announcod. Frog's pif*Jta- 
niiiny was second in the raee, with h<>r noaa lapped 
on the flank of the leader. Th^n those who thought 
ft darky was as good a^ any ooe else got OU the 
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proil in n mild fcirm, and yon could hpAr th«in rtti* 
cin^ their o]>i II i 0114 all ov» tlL« liaU- Wu lieiird it 
lll« Init wit as mae ns pie niiil iu'vvt v»h\ u ward. 

*^Wlieu the final vutb wiis euUtd fur, tre knew it 
ma tbo home vtrcti^h, and ^rei^ rasool of na got Lis 
weado) ekiii out and swouteued the votb^ oa Miss 
ProciLI& Judo Jones. Some of tho.te old long- 
horns didn't think »ny moro of a twenty ^dollar 
gold pieo« XhMn I d9 of a wMt« obtp, especially 
whf^D thero waJi » cIiaii'^'^ to give thonit gfood people 
A ilnncuf tlieir own medidne. I don't knciw htiw 
JDMny votes we caHt on t]ie last wbirl, bnt we 
■wamped al] opposltioDt and our favorite umtered 
antler the wire an eaaj winner. Then you should 
have beard the kielcingi but we kept sttU and in- 
wardly chucklod. Tho miniBter snnoimci^d th& 
wiiinur^ and some of thoBO good people did n't Itavo 
any better matmera than to liisa and out op ugly- 
We stayed until Frog got the new baby wagon la 
hh olutcheB, when we dropped out t^a^tially and 
nii«t at the Ranch saloon, where Colonel Zellera 
had taken jiosi^p^hUiD liehiiid the bar aiid w^ tlltf- 
pensiug hus|rLtality in proi)«r celehratLoa of hiA 
victory.** 

Much to our diaappoinbment, our guests re- 
mainod silent and showed no dispoBitiou to talk, 
exoept to answer oivil questionE whioh Flood aeked 
regarding the trail oroBning on the Missouri, and 
what that rtver was like in the vicinity of old Fort 
Benton. When tlie ^ueaCions had been answetied. 



I 





OUB LAST CAMP-FIRE 35T 

they Again relapsed into sileiice. Ther ilra was re- 
pleuislied, and after the oonveTsatiou had touched 
on aeveral aubJ€ots, Joo tStallingB took his turn 
with a yarn. 

" When my folk? first oame to Texaa, "' said Joo, 
**they aetlled in ElH* Coiitity, tiear Waij^hachie, 
My father waj oiw of tlit^ |>iuiieer» in thiit county 
at a time v/hbo liis ueare^t ncigblior livvi] ten milea 
friini hift fmrit gate. But afu-r the war» wlieu tJie 
oounli'y Lad «ettleil ui>, tbeao old piouGeift ikatiiially 
hung t'O^ther and visited and ohiimniod with ona 
auotlidr in {ir«fcrciioe to thu new acttloi-a* Ono 
spring whon 1 wna about tiftetsji ycats old. one of 
thosd eld piouoor noigbbora of ours died, iLnd my 
father de<^ided that he would go to the funerLd or 
burst a hame string. If any of yciu know annhing 
about th^t blacJc-waxy, liog-wAlluw laud in KUis 
Comity, yon know that wbcn i[» geU muddy in tho 
apriiig a wagim wlietd will fill solid witli waxy 
mtiili So at ihu thue of thla funeral it was im)K)8- 
aiblc} to go on the road with any kind of a vohicle, 
and my father had to go on horsebai^li. Ho wEia 
uu old i^aiL at the time and didn't liko the idea, 
but it was eitbor go on horseback or atay at homeT 
and go he would. 

"They raise good horses in Ellis County, and 
my father had raifitHl Aome of the be^ of them — ■ 
briinglit tha Htoi^k from Tennesatti. He lik^d good 
bloml lu a Iioi'He, uud vkus alwiiys oppoHi^il to raiding, 
but ]i« raided some boys vrho weren't. I had ft 
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cumber of brothers older tban mynM, and tli&y 
toolc ft upociol pridd m ttying evtsry oolt W9 rais«fi1, 
to &ee wbAt be funoii&ted u> iq ep^ed. Of i-oarj^ 
^iH hnd to be done iiw^y from lioruu; but tliitl. was 
ti&»y, for tliew olil^r brothers tLoiight Dotbliig uf 
riding twenty miles to A louinamtfnt, barbecue, or 
roaoJ-up, and when away from homo tkey always 
triad their boraes with the hfsit in tho couutry. 
At the time of tbis fiint:riil, we had a oraHokerjauk 
fivo year old cbeetunt Bon-ol gelding that coidd shaw 
hifi heeU to any hoi-se in th^ oountry. Be was a 
peach, — yon could turn him on a a&ddle blan- 
ket and jump liirn fifteen feet, and that cow Qovsr 
lived that he nouW n't cut. 

"So the day of the faiieral my fatlier wai in a 
quandary aa to whit^b hmse ia rSde^ but w1i«]) he 
ap|>eAL)d to bie boys, they recmitni^iided th« hvAt 
on the ranch, which waa iheche&Ljiut giihlmg, Mj 
old man had aoiuu doubts aH to his ability to ride 
the hort^e, fur he hadn't i)con on a hora^^'a back 
foryearB; but my brothers assured him that tho 
chestnut was as obedient u.s a kittt^u^ and that be- 
fore be bad been on the road an hour th« mud 
would take all the frisk and frolic out of him. 
Tlieiti wari ne4kt]y f ft*'*'n miles to gi>, and they aa- 
aured him that ho wuidd never get thbi^a if he rode 
any oilier horse. Well, at last ho oonsented to 
Tide the gelding, ajid the horse was made ready, 
properly groomodv hia tail tied up, ami saddled 
and led up to the bIo(3k. It took every member 
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of Che family to get my father ringed to »ita.rt^ but 
at last he announced Iiimaclf as ready. Two of 
my hnjtnhertt lielil the liorse until ho fi>iirnl tlip off 
stirrujj, and then they turned him loose, ThtJ 
chestnut danced off a few rods, and settled down 
into a steady clip that was good for five or «x 
miJes au boar. 

"My father reochod tho house id good time for 
the funeral services* but when the proeeflsioE started 
for the burial j^ound, the horse was aomewhat rest- 
leas anrl rmpiitient from the rold. There was rjnite 
a Atriftg of wagons ami cjther vehlelea Croni the iio* 
m^iliata tieighljijrhood whirh ha*! braved tlie nind, 
aiid the line wa^ nearly half a mile m length be- 
tween the house and the gTaveyard. There were 
alan ]>oflBibly a hundred men on horseback bringrin* 
up the rear of the prcceasion; and the cheatniiti 
not undorstan cling the solemnity of the oocaeion, 
was right oq hU mettle, Snironnded as he was by 
other horac<4. he k^pt \\u weather eye open for a 
race^ for in looming home from danees and pimif« 
with my brother.>4, he haJ often been tried in shnrt 
dashes of half a mite or »:t. In order to get him 
out of the crowd of horsea, my father dropped back 
with another pioneer to the extreme rear of the 
funeral Hne. 

"When the proeession was nearin^ the ceme- 
tery, a numlier of horsemen, who were late, j^l- 
loped up in the rear. The chestnut, supposing a 
raiic vi%A on, took the bit in bis teBth and torn 
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dowD pftct tho procc«noD H tboagb it vas n trt^ 
for-4ll T«xu BvecpflUlEca, tbe old outn's wUto 
beard whipping th« brvoo in hk cndoAVor to bald 
In thiT horn. Nor did be obdclE binuatil tb* bMid 
of Uki prooMflioD b&d bena p«««h1. Wbpn nj fa* 
tber rttumni home that night, Uiere waa a fuuil; 
roiiiiil-Li|^ for h^ w»4 MimkiFtg iinil^r tb? nillar. 
Of wuTiH-, my br<»th«r» fbiiiitHl baTiiig t^ver nui tbtt 
burw, aLi] ujjr uiutlivr took cWir jurt; bui tbc old 
grnt kai^w u thing or two about borMs, aad aboiiJy 
^b.'rirarda ho got eron vitb )us bojs by Mllin|; 
the chc^tcntT vhitUi broko their boarU properly." 

Tlie tldvt of tbe two pliwwr niuj^rfi, a 1oog-whi«- 
Uttrud, potik'tnnrktid man* ato^ nnil nft^r wmlkiog 
fiut fmrn the ftre aom<» dUtano^ retmntd and oilltd 
Dur attetitiuii ti) «t^Ui i» Uit! '^ky, whi'^li 1^ nssurvd 
lift wnre a kiii« lEiilLirution of a rbnn^ in lb«« 
wealihtr. But wp wi-ru murti mixinUK thikt bn nlkiiuld 
L'ilk abuut Aojueihiag^ ^Ine. for w vrt^rc lu thtr Ldblt 
of taking the wenther just aa it rttcuo, When 
neithoT oue showed luij diupo^itioi: to t^lk, Jb'lood 
fiaid to thcD), — 

"It '» bodtinio with ua, and ono of you can ^I^p 
with me. whUo I Ve fixed up an extra bed for tli© 
other. I generally get out nbout daybrejvlc, but if 
tliat '» to:> early fi»r vow- don't I<*t my getting cip 
difeturh yoLu Aiul you foiirtJj guard rneii* Jet tbe 
caltlt^ off tlie hst] ground on a ilut wpulerlj" CDunu! 
and point theni up the diviile. Nuw got lo bed, 
everybody, for we want to make a big drivo to* 
morrow." 
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I anxLL DCver ioi^i Oio next mombg, — August 
26, 1382. As wo of Ihi* tliinl guard were relieved, 
Abuut two liourft Lvforo duwii, the wind ve«i<@cl 
jirmmd to iha Dortliwest, ruid A rui^t wLitrh liH^ liueu 
fjtlling diu'iiig the fure ]ju,rt of onv wat«b L*liange(l 
ti> ^>(t fljiki^A (jf )iii]ow. Aa sooa as we were re- 
lieved, we blturritH] liauk to o\xt blockets. drew tho 
tnrpJXiiHn over our heuds^ find slf^pt until cJawDf 
wlioa on buiug &wiiki-iiL>J by tlie f>rouian, we found 
a wet, slushy snow sarno two iaclioii in depth oa the 
ground, Sevewkl of the boya m tho outfit dootanid 
it was thd first anowfali they had ever seen, and I 
had but ft slight recollection of having witnessed 
otiP in €»arly boyhond in our old Georgia Immn, 
W« gatln^cfd ;irL>Liud tlie lire Wks a lot of Cro£on 
ohildren, and our only solace w%» thnt our drive 
wa» nearhig an end. The two plao^iiuea paid 
little heed to the ra\r luorniDg, and our pilot uh- 
MMTsd na tiiat this was but the squaw winter which 
alwnya precedod Inilion tiumnier. 

W« modi? our oustoiuury early iitaitf and while 
AAiIdlin^ up that morning, FUmmI and thci two pLaoei 
mlnerft paeked the beef on their two pack boTBeSi 
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flrat cutting of! enough to Ijut ha ecv^rfJ ^ftya. Ti^ 
cuttJ^ whtn we overtook tL^nif pr«tH^ubKl a worry 
specta^^l^, appAt-ently being as uold ft« we were* 
allLttngh wu liftd our last atituli of clotlnng on, in- 
clitiling our slii^kers, lieltetl wit)i a honn 1io1>b1e. 
But vrheu Flood aod cur guide roJc itast the herd^ 
1 noticed our pilot's coat was doI eveu buttoudda 
nor iva-s the thin oottoii ahirt which he wore, but 
his chest woa eipoaed to that raw moniLBg tur 
which chilled tlie very marrow in our bones. Our 
foremnn And guide kept in eight in the lead, the 
herd traveling briakly up the long nionatain divide, 
and about the miilrLle of the forenoon the sun oame 
out warm and the i^ikiw l)ega.ii t» melt. \Vit,hin 
aji hour after starting that morDing, Quince For-* 
rest, wIjo naa ridiug in front of me id the swiag, 
di»mouataJ, uiti picking out of the snow a brave 
Itttle flower whioh looked aomethiitg like a panay, 
dri^ppod l>aol< to tnc and said, ^'My weather gauge 
saya it 'b tighty-eight dcgpcoa below freczo. But 
I w&nt jou to fimell ihia poay, Quirk, aud tell me 
on the dead thitiviug, do you ever estpeet to sea 
your sunny southern home again? And did you 
notice the pook-niHrked oulonttl^ bu-ing his hriaket 
t\> the iiioruiug breeze? " 

Two houra after the suu came out, the snow had 
disappeared, and the cattle felt to and groEed until 
long after thu noon hour. Onr pilot led ub up the 
divide betwoen the Missouri and the headwaters of 
the MuflsekhcU during tho ftftemoon, weaving in 
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and out around the heuds of creeks puUin^ into 
oitLor rivOT ; and towarda evening wo oroa&ed qiiiLo 
It creek runitiiig towards tbe Mieatjuri, where wo 
Hecured ample wfiter for the terd- We made a 
late camp that night, and our giiide assured ua 
that anotJiur half day^s drive woiilil put us on tbe 
Judith USver, where we wnuld intercept the Fort 
Denton road. 

The following morning our guide led us for sev- 
eral hours up a gr&doal ascont to the platoau, till 
wo roaohod the tableland, whon ho loft U3 to return 
to hia own ciLmp. Flood again took the lead, and 
within a milo we tura^d on our re^ilar course, 
U'Lich hy «arly noon hud descended into the valley 
of the Judith River, und entered the Fort Magin* 
nia and Benton mUitary road. Our route waa now 
(Nearly defindid, and ahoiit notMt on the List day of 
tht) ULoiith we algLted, beyond the Mutaonri Riv^T* 
the flag floating over Fort Bonton, We made a 
croaaing that afternoon below tbe Fott, and Flood 
went into tbe post, expecting either to meet Lovell 
or to receive our final instructiona regarding the 
delivery. 

After oroaaing tbe Mis90uri> we grazed the herd 
over to the Teten River, a stream whiob puraU^led 
the fonner watemoiirae, — tlie military i>o»t being 
Inoated between the two. We hail encamped for 
the nigbt when Flood retiuned with word of a 
l<}tteT h« had received from our employer and an 
interview ho hod hod with the ooiiuntinding oESoer 
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of Fort Botitxm, wlio, it fliviiieil, wiia to }mve m hand 
In th^ dttiivety uf iLs herd* Ldt«]1 IimI b«<en de* 
tahied id the ^al fietU^nieiit of my bmtheT Rul>*>f 
herd at tike Crow Ageucj by some differtucai re- 
garding weights, Uiittor our present iD9tt-uctioi)»t 
we were to prooocd slvwly to tbc Bkckfoot Agtacy^ 
ud immediately oil the arrival of LovcU at Ben- 
ton, ho and the oommundunt vrould follow bj am- 
bulanoe ao^ ovcrtak* lu. The disiaiioe from Fort 
B«atoE) ta tliQ agency w&a variously reported to be 
from one hiLri<iro<l and tvonty Eu one hundred and 
tliirty milen, six or se^vn daya' 1.r&vt<l for the heit] 
at the farthest, and thou ginod-h/j Circle DolaI 

A number «f officera aad troopers from the po&fc 
overtook oa the next roomiug sjid apeat aeverml 
bonra wtUi ub aa the herd trailed out up the Teton. 
They were riding fine horses, wbtclj made our 
through saddle stock look inaigiiiBcant in oompari- 
aoti* tboiigh had they covert^ twenty-four hundred 
miles and lived on grass as h^ oiir monnU, acme 
of the lustn? of their glussy coats would have been 
aheent. Tliey looked well, but It u'nuld liavt* been 
unj)o?i»ihlit to uae them or auy domestic bred horses 
in trail work like oura< unleas a supply of grain 
ooidd be carried with us- Tho range country pro- 
duced a horao suitiililo to range aoods, bnrdy and 
a good forager, whioh, when not overworked undtr 
the saddle, met every requirement of his oalling^ 
&a well ag being aeli-eustaiainj^. Our hor.qes, in 
fact, were in bettor flesh when wre crossed the 
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Missouri th£LD tboy woi% tbo day wo received itho 

hi>nl on tljo Klo Graniio. The si^ootators from tb^ 
fort quitted us near tlie tniddlo of diu fore&oon, 
ADf] \ve snailed on nestwai'd at our Uiaui'^ly gAit. 

There was a f;iir rtiud ap the TotoT»» whu-h w© 
fcjilikwed for several daya witiicitt inuldent, to th« 
fiirUs of thftt river, wliwre w« turned up Muddy 
Orut'k, tbe iiuilb foi^k t>f thi* Ttlou. Thfit uuon, 
while catcLmg saddle horses, dinner not being 
qtiite ready, we iiotict^d a flurry amon^^t tho OitttU, 
tbcn almo^ a milo in our rear. Two niou w<!r6 
on herd with tboin as ueunl, grtLzing tbein fonviird 
up tha orsok and xvaterin^ a3 they oame, when aud- 
denly the cattle id tbe lead oame tearing cut of 
tbe creek, and on reftchin^ open groutui turned at 
hay. After severn,! Injnr>he4 bad Het^min^ly tjiki?n 
fright at tliesanie object, we notietid Bull Durham^ 
wIk) w&s dn herd, ride through the cattle to thti 
scene of disturhanre. We saw him, ou nenriug 
the s|)ot. He down on th« neck of bia horse. w«.tcli 
nitontty for several rainutea, then quietly drop 
back to tbe roar, cirele tha herd, and rldi; for the 
wi^on. Wo b:id boon obaorving the procoudings 
closely, though from ft distance, for somt) time- 
Diiylight was eviili^ntly all that siived us from a 
8ljttn[)ede^ and jm Bull Diii'bftni ^a1b>^M<d up he wils 
nlinoab breatKlet^^. Hq iiifonu^ us th»t an nld 
cijmajiioii bear and two cuba wei'e beriying rilong 
the creek, and had taken tbe right of way, Tlieti 
thcit] was a hustling and borrowing of cartridgesi 
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vhilf saddkc* men ciiiche<l on to borses aa thou^ 
Iiuniaji lif^ de^waJeil od Alacritj. We itere all 
feeling quite ^ala mtyhow, and thia looked like ft 
cbuoco for tfouio aport. It w£t8 hard to hold the 
impuIaiYo oii«A m cbeck nnttl tbe others wore 
ready. Xlie oattle pointed ub to tlic location of 
the (juan-y as we rode forward. When wilLin a 
quarter of a taUe. we oepuraced ititto two squads, 
in order to gnrn the rtiar of tht* beiira, out them off 
froin the cretk, aod fonw them into tho open. 
The catt)e held iho attention of the hears antll wo 
had guuied their rear, and aa ve oame up between. 
them and the ereek, the old one reared np on her 
haunches aud took a most aetooieJied and innocent 
)oolc at nn. 

A siii^ld "woof'* brought one of the tubs to hor 
side, and sha dropped on all foure and lumberud 
off, a half dozen ^hot^ hnstmimjf hex pace in an 
effort to eircle tht' hoisernen who were gradually 
doHutg in, lu iiiukitig thU eirelo to j^ain the prro* 
tection of sonie tliii:lcetd whivh akirted the creek* 
ahe was compelled to crosH quite an apen space, and 
b^oro ahe hud covered the distance of £fty }-ai^la. 
a rain of ropea eauie dovni on her, and she was 
thrown backward with do ]««a than fonr lariata 
fastvn^d over her noek and fore parts. Then en- 
sued a lively seene, for the horses anorted and m 
spite of rowt^U refused to face the bear. But ropM 
iecurtsly snubbed to pomnrpls held them to the 
quariy. Two miDor circuses were nicanUme m pro* 
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p-ess witfa th« two ^al>ai but pressure of dut^ faeld 
tiotii.^ of uB vrho tnd fa^ituncd on to the old ciuca- 
mon. Tho ropyg wtre tkut and several of them 
were nl^rnt hvi' tliitmt; the htrrbes w^re jmllmg h\ 
as iimuy diflereDt iliTf^f^tioDs^ yet tbe slruiu of ;ill 
tho lariats failed to cUoke her aa we eitpected. At 
thia juni^turs, four of the loo^e men came to our 
roacuo, and proposed ahooting tlio lirutc. W« 
wore willing enough, for though wo had better 
than a tail hold, we were very ready to let go- 
But while thi^re w^re plen^ of good shots among 
us, our horses bad now become wnry, and could 
not, when free fi'oin ro^jep, be itiduoed to npprouch 
wiiliiu twenty yanU of tb« iK-ar, and they vmiv ao 
fidgety tlkat accurate aim waa !mpoi(»ible. We who 
had ropes on the old bear begged tlie boya to gflt 
down and take it afoot« hut tht^y were not disposed 
to liflteu to our roaaona, and blazed away from 
roaring horaos, not one shot in ten taltiag cff^ot. 
Thero was no telling how long this random shoot- 
ing would haTe lasted; but on^ *hot out my ropo 
two feet from the noose, snd with one rope less on 
her the old hear miide nome ugly anrges, and bud 
not Joe Stallings bad a wbeelt^r of a horae on the 
rope, she would have doue r*ojnebody dama^. 

The Bebel was on the oppa^ite eide fi-om Stall- 
ings and nnyaelf, and as soon na 1 was freed, ho 
called me around to him, and shiftiug his rope to 
me, borrowed ray eJx-abooter and joined thoao wlw> 
vrere shooticg' Difiiuounting, he gave tbe reins of 
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Jus iorae to nooj. talked op io within fifteen 
«to|>» of motKpr bruin, and kuccLing, emptied both 
Bix-^4>otur» with toUiDf: aooiua^ry. The old bear 
wiijocrt at n«iLrly ovury (that, ant) omoe ehe made flti 
ugly purge on the ropes, but the thred pfiiy Iiuqa 
tiplil linr up tn Pri«Bt's dc'ltbnrixte miin. Tbit vitaU 
hy f>f tlint cinnarao™) almost ataggOT^fl fiellef, for 
afti^r UiitU Hix^aWiUtrs Iiud Wuii I'tEiptiijd intn har 
bufljr, alie floundered uu the i-opes with all her 
former strrngth, although Ihe Mood wa* dripping 
find guahiug fri^in her iiumei'oua wouniLa. Borrow* 
ing % third gim, Pricrt retmiied to the tight, and 
aa wii glrkck(>d the i-op^^s alightly, tli& old boar 
roarod, fji(*ing her imtagoutst. The Rebel omptiad 
hit third g^n tnto h^r before she eank^ choleed, 
bUeding, und ^xhnrsle*!, to the ground ; and even 
then DO one dared to approach her, for she struck 
out wildly with all fonra as shi? slowly ftuccitmhdd 
to thn inevitAbltfH 

One of the cubs had heen roped and afterwards 
ahot at close quarters, while the otb<ir had reached 
the creelc and climbed a sapling which grew oa 
the hank, wJit'n a few shots brunght hiia to the 
ground. The two ouba wore about tlie size of a 
aniall bl:to1c hexr. though tho mother was a large 
apeoTmeo of her Bpeoies, The <'ul)a had nioe eo»U 
of Hfth ftir, and their hideM were lakvM &w trophSei 
of the fight, but the robe of the mother was a tvan- 
mer ooa and wortldena. While we were ^kioning 
the cubs, the foremou called our attcDtion lo tll9 
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fant that the Kenl Iiad flriftatl up the creek nearly 
opposite the wagon. Duriog the enooimter with 
the Imars he wue the moet excitud one in the outfit., 
anil was tho man who cat my ropo with his random 
sLootLng from horsal&ok. Bui cow the herd re- 
coVGPGd hifl attention, and he diapst^'hed some of 
as tc* ridti ari>uiiil tliu rattle. When w« met at 
the w»igori for dlnnitr, the exultemcTiC wdh HtiU on 
UBt aud ihc hiiDt wHA itiranimoiL^lj voU^d the oioat 
exciting hit of api>rt and powdei burning wc had 
experionced on our trip. 

Lato thut afternoon a forage wagon from Fort 
Benton pusEied us with four Ioo3o nmbuUnoe niulea 
in charge of five troopers, who wore going en ahead 
to esUblifih a relay station in anticipation «f the 
trip of the post oommandant 1:0 tijo Blackfoot 
Agepcj, Thery were to Iw? two relay ittiiticns Iw- 
twi?en rhfi poAt and the iigent^y^ and thia detachment 
BHitectcd t« go iij(.o camp tbnt night ^dthln forty 
milti?i of oui' dcbtination, there to await the anwa! 
of tlie commanding ofBoer and tho owner of tho 
h&rd at Beuton. Thoac aoldiors wcro out two days 
from tho poat whan they passed ua» and thoy aa- 
surod nft that tho auihulanoo would go through 
froin Benton to Blaakfoot without a halt, eioept 
for the changing of relay teania. The next fore- 
notni wa patiseil tht^ Lut relay oamp, well up ihe 
Moddy^ and Hhuitly iifterwards the road left that 
ufeult, tnrnidg north liy a llttlu weftt, and wft ent^^ttd 
oa the la&t tack of oav long drive. On tho eveo* 
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ing of t]ie ^Lh of RepU-mlwr, us we were going Into 
oaiDp on Two Mn^Kfiiifl Cn^ck, witluii ten uiHra 
of the ageui-^'t the umbulanoe overUMk tu. uu<lcr 
••OOri of Ihc trooi>orn whom we hutl paeae<l nt the 
but relay «taUop. We had not seen Don LotoU 
sino^ Jucto, when we passed Dodge, and tt goe^ 
without saying tliul wo wore glaJ to onwt Liro 
AgUD. On th« nn-iTsil of the party, the cuttlA had 
not yet Wru bedded, oo Lovell borrowed ft borfte, 
tuu\ with Flood took n look over the hei^d htfforo 
darkiiesA net m, hftfiiig previooaly prei'aiW on ihw 
coin luftiul nig officer Xa rrat an lioiir aikil have sup- 
per before proL-ecding to the ageocy. 

When they retiimetl from inspocting the cattle, 
the GOtniuaDdunt and Loveli agreed to mciki? tho 
final delivery on the 8th, if il were agrccabb to 
tho aguut, and with this undi-rstmidii]]^ Gontinuod 
their journey. The next moruing FWd rode Into 
the ay;enoy» borrowing MeCanij'a saddle and tak- 
ing an ertra horw with hhn, Jjaving left ufi iDfltruo 
tions to graiw thti )t«rd »X\ tV^y nnd have thirm in 
gotnl eTiAi^e witli grj^»is and water, in cnj*e they wt*m 
inspected that eveniog on their ooiiditjon. Neai- 
the micidle of the afternoon quite a cavalcade 
rode out from the ageoey, incIuUing part of a com' 
pany of eavaliy icmjioraiTly cncainpod theni. Tho 
Indian agent and the oomiaandin^ ofiioer from 
Bentou w«re the authorized representatives of tlie 
govCTnme7-t, it fieeinod, as Lovell toi>k *Ttlra paioa 
in fthoniik^ tht^m over the herd, frecjuently eoQetilt- 
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ing the contr&ct vMcti he held, regarding sei, ^^^ 
and flesh of the nattle. 

TliB only hitcli in the ins2>tictiaii was over a. num* 

her o£ Bore-footcd cattle, which waa unavoidable 
after Buch a Itmg joumeyp But the condition o£ 
these tender-footed UDimab bcin^ othiirrwiae aatia- 
iactoi-y, Lovcll urged the Dgont and <wininaQduiit 
to ooll np the mQn For oxplunatigna. Xh4> agent 
was DO doul-t a very nice mani and thefo mny 
have been other things that he understood better 
than cattle, for lie did aak a great many Bimple, 
innoL'ent questions. Our replies, however, ndght 
have beeti condensed into a few piiin]de stabementa, 
TV« had, wo related, been over five moutha on the 
trail; after the Erst month, tender-footed oattle 
began to a^ipear from time to tim<i in tlio herd, as 
Btony or gravelly portions of the trail were encoiiu- 
torcd, — the number bo affected at nay one titno 
varying from ten to forty head* Fi^quently wi^ll- 
known lead cattle h<^L*ame tt^nd^' in their feet and 
would drop l^aok t<> the rear, »nd on striking soft 
or *nutly f[Xititig teeover and ivaiinie tJieir pisituin 
11^ thvi ]ein\; that sUuie stalling, it wiw ivif« to wty, 
fully ten per cent of the entire lierd had been no 
affected, yet w^ had not lost a single head from 
this cauae; that the general health of the animal 
was never aff<?cted, and that during c&forecd !ny- 
ovors nearly all bo uffcctod rooovt-rod. Ab there 
were not over twenty-five aore-footwl animatii in 
thd herd on our anivalt oar e:qilaiiat]on was snffi> 
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cieut flDd die herd waa accepted. Tb&rit ;«t rft* 
tnuin»l Hie ciounting tkud rlu^ftiifictitioin, but on this 
voLild requite tiiuis it weut o*ftr until Uie follcjw- 
ing day- TW cow» hn<l been eontmctcd for Vt 
th^ boa4. wkil^ the atoorii vent on tL<>ir vptioiatcd 
woight in driuAod buttf, tho contraot cntJinf^ for & 
miUion poiindB vntJi a 1«Q per cent Idvwa}^ over 
that Amount - 

t wn« miiioD|r4t tlte firvt to be Entervlewe J by tk« 
Indian ngt^nt^ ami on bring »iriiiM?d, T madt* the 
iu^<ja)ii:itiLtH'« of ciue uf twu jiriests wlio wt*r« vr'ith 
tlie party. He wjis a riMy-cSpi?k«d, w«1l-fed old 
p&firr, who iaf^txQcd uim tbat Itt* bad heeu Estttioiicd 
ftntou^ the Bljicbfeet for ovar twctnty yeara, aud 
thcit be bud laliorod long with th^> gcn-cmmcnt to 
aeeiat Ibi^so ludiane. The cows id our herd, which 
wor& to bo dUtribuU'd amoiigut the Indian families 
for doiuestio piirfos^e. were tber« at hta cQraost 
Bolioitation. I n^k^d him if tbu!M^ eovrs would not 
perisJi during the long winter — my pen^tWtion 
WHS Still vivid of the toiicli cf aqtiAW wiritf r we bad 
ejijH-nHn^THd soni** two weekft previonj*. But lie 
aaaured me that the winters were dry, if culd, and 
bis pL'Ojde bad made ftooie progress in the waya of 
ciTilization, and had provided abelter and fom^ 
agniaj^t the wintry woather- He informed me tbat 
previous to liiA Ubore aitionpit tbe Itluokft^&t tbeir 
ponies wintered witliout 1**^^ on the natiu*? grRsgett, 
thoug^h be b.td siTiee langiit thum to m Jte Iwy, mnd 
ID untii*][iatina of receivmg tbespi cowh» ^imh f^inii* 
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licft as were entitleil to aliarf^ in the division had 
aitkply proWdt^J for tW animaLs' Bnatecjince* 

XiOTeU Tctumcd with the party to tte agency, 
and we word to bring up ttm hi^rd for oJagfiifioation 
eui'ly in the mo^'nmg. Flood mformed us that u 
beef p&atnro bad been built thrit sumiaer for tbe 
ftti?era, wbile tba cows would be held binder hen! by 
tbe military, penfHng their dntHhutton, We ajient 
our last QigbL with the herd sinking songs, until 
llie Qnt gn^nl ualli^d the relief, wheu realiziug 
the lat^neas o£ the bouXj wc birrrowcd into our 
blankets. 

*'l don't know bow ynn f<?llowB fool about it,*' 
Bflid Quinoo FoiToet, when the Hrat ^uord were 
relioYod and they had ruturatMl to ooiup, **but I 
b&da those oowa good^by on their beda to-night 
without a. regret or a. tear. The novelty of night- 
herding l<we8 ita ohanu with nie when it's driiwn. 
ont over fivo tikotith»4. I miglit he fool enough to 
jiiakti another Hucih trip, but I *d riither be the 
Indian and let tbo other fellow drlre the oowa to 
me — there *5 a heap more comfort in it/' 

The next morning, before wo rcucbed tho agencyi 
a numbor of gaudily bedecked bnoks and equawe 
rode out to meet iia> The arrival of the herd bad 
been expected for several weeks, oni our approach 
wa» a dv*Ught to the Indiuns, who were fiocVing to 
tbe ag(^Q«?y from the nearest villages. PhyslcaDy^ 
they were fine specimens at the Etborigines. But 
oui SpaoiAh, which Quarterui^t and I tried oo 
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thnm, VMJi, tu iiniiitelli^ble to thsa a» their gut* 
tural gibtwfiah vas to us. 

Lovcll Atid the Ageutf witli a detaolmieDt of tli^ 
caT&lry, met ua about a mile from the ag«ucy b\iilii- 
tD^, hud wo voro ordfiMMl to out oat tho oowa. 
Tbo Wrd Lad boon ^fuod to cootontm^ot, and 
wuru ncco^ingly routidod in, and tbu toalc beguii 
at onoe. Our «iitir« outfit werd tum^ into tbo 
berd to do thu work, whil^ an abundanoo of troop- 
t^n held th^ herd and looked after the cut. Tt 
took about nn buor aiid a half, during which tinie 
we worked like Trajans. CaTalrjmen verer&l times 
Attempted to assist us, but tbeir liitrses were no 
mntcb for ours in the work- A cow can turn on 
much leB£ 6pu<<u than a oavalrj borae, and oxocpt 
for the amusement the; affordod, the military were 
of very little o^uot, 

Aft^ we had retrimmed tbo cut, Hkn beoTe» 
were started for their pasture, and nothing now 
temainod but the raunting to complete th^ receiv- 
ing* Four of ua remained br-hind witti thii <H)wa, 
but for over two hours the eteera wore in jdxln 
eiglit, while tlie two parties were endeararing to 
make a count. How many times the; recoontod 
them before &g;roeing on the numbiirs I do not 
kuow, for the four of us left with the oows be- 
came occupied by a oontrovdray over tbe wx of % 
young Indian — a Blaokfool — riding a crfcainH*ol- 
ored jpouy. The oontroversy originated between 
Fox Qnartemight ami Bob Blades, who luut di»* 
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covered this swell anion^ a band who bad ju»t rid* 
deiL ID frcm tlm west, and John Ofiicer and nijsell 
were appealed to for our optnions. The Indian 
was poirited out to us ttcroaa the herd, easily di»< 
tin^ifihcd by boada and bearor fur irimmings ia 
the bnir, so wo r-od« arouud to pa^fi our juilgtuetit 
HE oxp«rts OD the bonuty- The young ludinn wan 
not over sixteen years of age, with reinarkabltj 
features, from which every traca of the aborigine 
aeeoied to be ellininaUid. OfRoer and myself weru 
iu a quandary, for we ftilt perfectly competent 
whan appealed to For our opinioua o& such a deli* 
cate subject, and we made evej^ endeavor to open 
n conversation by aignu und apaeeh* But the young 
Blackfoot paid no attention to ua, boing intont 
upoa watehing the eowa. Thft Deatly moooaained 
feot and the shapely handi howeveT, indicated the 
fomlnine, and when Blades and Quartemight rode 
op, we rendered ourdet^iaioD accordingly. Blades 
took eiception to the diwiston and rode alongside 
tlie young IndiJUi, protending; to admire the loug 
plaltft of liair, toyed witb the beadn, pinched and 
patted the young Blackfoot^ and finally, although 
the rest of ai8« for fear the Indinn might take of* 
Eeneo and raij^o tronble, pleaded witb bim to desist, 
be ealle<l the youth hie '*squaw/* when the young 
blood, evidently understanding the appellation, re- 
Imxeil into a broad aniile, and in fair English said, 

Bladea burst into a loud laugh at bin Hucceu, at 
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wbich tliQ Indian nnikd but Boosted & ci^rdttot 
aad the tvo Grotiied togi^ther, wLile we Tod& awjty 
to look ftfUr our cavs. Tlie a\xtM rt^turntMl shonly 
aflenmnl, vlieii Tlie Ri^i>el rode o|i ti> int^ hiicI 
irxjin^wiijil hiuiHulf ratlier jirofouely at tlie iniibility 
of llie goTeranient'a repreftuntatiT^-a to count cattle 
ID Texaa fashioD. Ou the arrival of tlie R|^nt aod 
others, tlie cowa were brought arotind; and ihtAo 
being aiMC-h more gentlCf and being tinder LovcJJ's 
infitniction fed between the oount^TB in the iiar- 
rowMt lik posaiblt, a KatisfaetoTy oouiit was agreed 
upon at thd firat trial- The troopers tookckuge 
of tlie oows after p^imting, lind, mir work over, 
vre galloped away to Uid w&goa^ hilariouH And care 
free. 

McCann had camped on the nenrest water to the 
agency, aud aftci* dinner we caught out the top 
horeea, coid, dre:isod in our best, rode into the 
agency proper. There wae quite a group of houses 
for the attSich^s, onE> targe general warehouBef and 
fleveral school ani^ chapel buildings. 1 again met 
the old piulre, who Hhow(.«d us over tlie place. One 
ooulil Ditt help \m\i^ favorably iTtii'rt'Ssed with the 
general neatness and cleaulineea of the pbice. lu 
aoAwer to our questions, th^ prieat informed us 
that lie had mastered the Indian tangungi; early in 
bis work, nnd bad adopted it In Lis miniatryt the 
better to 4*ffeet the o^joot of his mission. Thcro 
WM something touching ia the zeal of this devotod 
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|iaflre Sn his work amongst the tribe, and the re- 
cognition of tlie giivcmiLient had cooie aa & fittlcg 
climax to his work and devotion. 

Aa wc rode ftwaj' from tho agency* tho cowa !>&- 
ing in sight under herd of a dozen soldiers, several 
of oa rode out to them, and learned that they in- 
tended to corra! the cowa at night, and withm ii 
week distribute them to Indian familiesj when the 
troop expeut<^d to return to Furt Benton. Lowell 
and Flood appeared at Uie camp aloul diiek — 
Lovell in high spirits. This, he Hald, was the easi- 
est dellv^tiry of the three lierda which he had driven 
that year. H« was juatifel in fueling wtU over 
tho y(*ar'fl drive, for he had in his poasoBsbn a 
voucher for our Circle Dots which would crowd bIx 
figures cloHely. It was a gay night \nth ua, for 
man and horse wiiro fre«>. and i\^ wi^ innde down 
€ur beds, old raan Don iiwi^twl thni Flood and 
he shi]idd nitike thfirs diiwn -ihnigrtide oiirw. He 
and Thti Eehi;! had buuti ji^khig vmr\i oilier during 
the evening, and as we went to bed were taking 
an oi-cHsional fling at otii; iinotLiur s.s oppoitnnity 
oflferod. 

"It "fl a fltran;::© thing to inc/' said Lavcll, aa ho 
waa pnlling off hia hooti^ "t bat this hei'd (*oHntcd 
out a hiuidred nn^ tweW^ he^id more Chan we 
started with, while Bob Qnirk's herd was only 
eighty-one long at the ftnal count/' 

*'Well, you sue,"' replied The Rebel, *^ Quirk 'i 
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mu ft steer herd, whUe ours had over ft thoriHftnd 
0OW8 in it, and jou must make allowftnoe lot some 
of them to calve on the way. That ongLt to be 
easy figuring for a foxy, long-beaded Yank like 
you,'" 



CHAFfEll XXIV 

BACK TO TJUUS 

The neaMBt raUroad point horn thd BUclrfcot 
Agetioy was Silvctr Bi>w, ultmit a biniftrefl and sev- 
finty-fivEi miba i]ne iu>iidi« anil at tlint time tlw 
terminal of tlie Utah NoHlieni Rallioail. Every- 
thing connected with the Jfslivery hariag boon 
comi-leted the previous day, our camp was astir 
wilh thi3 dawu in preprLnition for dcpiutore OD our 
litGt rtcle tugether. As we expected to make not 
less than forty miles a (lay on the way to tbe rail' 
loud, onr wagnn was lijfht^nfiil to th(» Icnst possible 
weight. The ohuck-Uox, wator kegs, and aiich au* 
peHlniti^H were dropped, And the supplies rt^tuutrd 
In one week's aHowance, whili* beila were oyer* 
liauled and extra wearing apparel of the outfit was 
di^'arded. Who cared if wc did sleep cold and 
hridu't A chnngo to our bncks? We were going 
home Rvid would have motioy in our poekcts. 

"The first thing 1 do when wo strike that town 
of Silver Bow," ssid BilH Durham, as he was put- 
ting on his last ^iliirt, "i& to xiiEcarcl to tha akin 
find ^t JUS new tog^ to b fiuitth. I *U mmmence 
on my HtUe pattering feet, whieh wall reijnjre fif- 
teen-dollai' moccA»iiis» and then about a aix-dollw 
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cht'rlcf^d <vittanA4lc unit, and tofi ol? witli & scrcn* 
dollar brown StetaoD. I'lifin witli a few di-inks 
under my belt and a run-Hro cignr in my mouth, 
I ^<L fMlmiro to lu^t the ^vomor of Moataiia If 
oonvciiiciit/' 

Before the snc Vfas nn hoiir high, w^ hade fnre* 
well to the Blu<?kfout Agt-nejr nnt) were cloubling 
Itnck oirer the trail, with Lovell in nnr rompftTiy, 
Our first night's c^mp w&h on tlie MmMy aiid tlit! 
aeoonil on the Siid River, We were awuepLiijj 
across the tabUla.nii» Adjoining the main tliviJ^ 
of the Kgoky JMonntaius like the cliii^ook wiiiila 
which 8w<*ep that muJL'sLi^j ran;;u on its wc^fltem 
slope. We w<;re a ft'ou outfit; evan the nook and. 
wrangler w^re r«lievGdi their little duties were 
diviiled among tlie orowd and ulinost dtaajtpeai^d. 
Thyre was a keen rlvalrj^ over driving the wngon, 
lu^d MyCjino WHS trHfiHf^rrwl to the huTrioane dook 
of a cow htirsc!, wUidi Ju* sill with eaK« Jiiid gnu'e, 
having nerved an appruiiticc«}iip in tlie aaddle lu 
olhi^r davM. There were aJwiivs hull n dozen wrrm* 
gW^ available in tbo mornings and W<^ travclL^id 
as if uQdor forced marching ordtra. The thli-d 
night we eum)>['d In the narrows botwocn the Mis- 
souri RivtT and tlic Kouky Moiuitaina, and on lIi^ 
evening' of the fourth day ramped several milt*a 
to the eaHtw&i'd of Helunii, the eapita,! of tlto U^r- 
I'itocy, 

Don Lovul] had tflken the stage for the capital 
tbe night liefore; and on making can^p that eve»- 
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ing, FIoo<) took » irG%h borse ^ud rode into town. 
The next moiiiiDg he and Lovell retiuned with tht^ 
supcricttnduut oi iho cattle coiiipiLny which had 
ooiiti-actod for our horaos Mid outfit on tho K*ipub- 
lican. Wq corralled this horaea for him, and after 
roping (nit about a, doaen wbicb. ^s having sore 
hacks or bi*mg hiuit-, ][»* propas^ to treat as dam- 
n^ed and tnke at bnlf price, the rutntidn vriis uouDtetl 
uut, a hundred a.mi forty saddle horses, four nudes, 
and a wagon constituting the trjuiafer. Evt^n witb 
t)ie loas of two horsei^ and the couceBsious on a 
doKon othcra, there was a nice profit on the eulira 
oiitUt over itB cost ia tho lower country, due to 
the foresight of Don Lovull in niouuting tis voll. 
Two of our ffUowa who had borrowed from the 
KUperiu ten dent money to redeem thuir sLc-aliootors 
after tlio hor^tr riioi? on tht' Re[Jublit'iLn, nnthorized 
Lovell to return liini th(? lonns and thanlcpd him 
fi>r the favor. K^'erythiiig helug patisfantory be- 
tween buyer ar:d seller, th^y i-t^turi^ed to town to- 
gether for a Hcttlament, whilo wa ijuj\'ed on s<iuth 
towards Silver How, where tlio outlit was to bo 
doliv-orod, 

Anoihor day*fi oaay travd brought ua lo within 
A niile of the railroad terminus; but it alao bi^izg;ht 
\\& to Olid of the hanl^at oxpt^rWnoos of our ti'ip, 
fur eai'h of uR knew* art we unsad<lled our hors<<>i, 
that *»■ were doing h. for the last time, Altlioiigh 
we werd lu tho best of spirits over the Huiu^t-^ful 
ooDcluaion of the drive; although wb were glad to 
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be free (rmn bdrd duty anil lookei) fnrwanl eiigerly 
to tfi^ journey hom^, there vaa stilt a feeling of 
regxet in our liPiirtH which we could not diajtcl- In 
tUe dajs of my boyhood I huve abed te^hra wJ^en a 
favorite home woa sold from our littlfl ranch on 
tlie Siui Antonio, and have froquoclly witno^aod 
Mexican ohildron nnable to hide thoir grief when 
QMd of bioad had compelled the snle of some f^vor- 
ito hone to a passing drover. But at no time in 
my life. hefore» or sinre^ have T felt so tftenly the 
parting between nmn and hnrse as T did thnt Sep- 
terol>Pr eireiiing in Montaaa. For on th© trail an 
affection epriugs up lietweeii a man and hU mouut 
which 19 almost human. Every priT&tion which 
he endures his hor-ae enduroa with him, — carfying 
bim through falling voa,ther, swimniin^ rivor« by 
day and riding in the lead t>f Btanipetics by nig;htf 
alwayfi faithful, alwayn willing, and always pa- 
tiently em.Win^ every hardship, from exKn-uirting 
hours under saddle to the aafTerings of a dr}' drive- 
And on this drive, cov*^riii^ nearly three t}iat]?(nnd 
iniVs, all the t^ea wliii'h can exist bi^twM^n amn 
and beast had not only beocme cenieuteJ. but our 
rcmuda aa a vrhole bad won the affection of both 
men and employer for onrryinfj \frithont aerioua 
mishap a valuable herd all the way from the Rio 
Grande to the Bla^^^kfoot Af^noy, Their beaes 
may be bleaching in some eoulee by now^ but iiie 
men who kn^w them then ran never forget them 
or the part they played tn tliat long drive. 
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Throtif men irfrm the ranch rode into our camp 
tl\at evening, and the nt^xt morning v^c coiitited over 
onr horBca to thom s.nd they paaeed into ttrnngors' 
handfl. Thut there might be no deliiy, Flood hud 
ridden into town ihe evening Ijefore and sefnired 
a wiigoiL Hnd gTinny bjtgs in wliieh to jMick our brH- 
dies : for wliile we willingly disearded aill otliar ef- 
fects, OUT saddles were of gufEiuIenb Tultie io return 
and oould be checked home a« baggage* Our fore- 
man rcpoj-tcd that LovcU had arrived hy stage and 
was awnitiiig ua in town, having ahi^y arranged 
for our ti-anapoitation. aa far as OnxiUm, and would 
a(!oomp>iiiy UH to that oity, where other traawportft- 
tion would have to be secured lo our destination. 
In our impatience to get into town^ we were tradg^ 
itig in by twos and threes before the wngon ar- 
rived for our sa(hUo^, jind had not Flood remain^ 
liehind to look after them, they might liave been 
abandoned. 

There was soioething about SiItct Bow that i^ 
mindod me of Frenchman's Ford on the Yellow- 
Blone. Being the terminal cf the iir3t railroad 
into Montiuia, it bci^ame tho difltribntirig point for 
ill the western portion of tliat territory, and im- 
inense ox trains were in sight for the transportation 
>f g{Hjda to remoti^r points in the north and west- 
The popuhitioD too wa,9 very miii^b th^ aaine aa at 
c!reni^hiuaQ*9. thoiiirh the town in gnnc^ral wa.s an 
improvement over the former, there being aome 
stability to its buildings. As we were to leave on 
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au eloTCD o^clock tram^ we had little opjKirtuiiity 
to titt tlie town, mul for tin: alii>rt tiriif? at our dis* 
pottftJ, barber shops imd clothing stores L-laiiiiKd our 
first attention. Moitt of un bad some remnants of 
monoyi wbile my bunlcio vras po&itivolj rich, and 
Lovt^U ^vanced iw iifty dollars apieot^, pemling a 
finnl settlemeDt on rdEu:hiiig our deBtin.ltion. 

Witliin sn hour aft^r reoeiving the inoni^y, we 
blostiutEied out ill iiEW Buits from head to heel- 
Our gimrd luiiig logelhur as if w« wiTre »txU «!> 
nlgbt hc'i-it. and iu the 8elBctii>B of clolL&u^ the 
fipitiioo of ih*i trio was eqinU to « purrhaae, Tbe 
Kebcl was very easily plonaed iii his selection, but 
Juhn Qf&cuT- tULd luyid^lf wvru rather fastidious. 
OfiicQr waft »o tiiU it vrun with eomo little di^oulty 
tbat a suit could W found lo tit htm, and wh^n he 
had stuffed his pants ia bi^ boots and tbr<jwii uwuy 
tbe vest, for he nt^vt^r wore oitbor vi^&t or anspeu* 
derr^, hp emer^d looking liku !Ln Alpine tonriKti 
witJi Uift new pink ahlrt and nuppj' Ijrown laiaviT 
douch hat jauntily cocked over one ear. As v/rs 
Bauntertjd ort into the street. Priest was dre^aeil 
as btc^ine hia years and matui^e good w^^, wlitio 
my costutuo rivaled Offioer^s id ^odinesa, and it 
ia safe to assert two thirds of our outlay had ^ne 
for boots and haXs^ 

Flood overtook us m the street, and warned ny 
to be on hand at thi^ duf ot at ]'>a;t half an hour iu 
Advance of train tinie^ informin*^ us that h» had 
ohecked onr «addltiB ^ad did u*t want any of oa to 
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get left at tlie fiTial momont, We flll tooli a drink 
togKtIior, and Offioer assui'^d our foreman thai he 
WouJt] lie respooaiblo for our appeai-fliit'e at the 
proper ttnie, ''sober and soiry for it/* So we 
sauTttei'eii about llie strH.;^liiig villaj^'e, di'inktiig 
oooasIuiijiU^Vt 3iiJ <*^ t^B Huggeattou of The Rebel, 
uiaUe a vow by putting m tivtf apiaco and had Offi- 
cer play it oil farG* Le oLiiuiing to be an expert 
on the gaing. TakiD^ tho parse tima mado up, 
John sat into a g^nio, whiJo Priast and myaulf, 
ufter ^atahmg tbi3 play some miuitto^, etrollod oat 
ftgain and mot others of our outfit in th& atreet, 
suaro^ly raoogiimble in t}ieir IcIUiDg rigs. Tho 
Kebel was itching for a monts gmno, but this not 
l^eiog a DOW town there v/aa none, and we strolled 
next ijiti> a saloon, wbere a piiuui ivas b»^iiig played 
\ty ft venerable-look tug iDilividual, — -who proved 
quite ajniable^ taking » drink with na and faror- 
ing us with a niiraber of selections of our choosing. 
We wero enjoying this musical treat when our 
foreman t^nmo in itnd nahcd us to get tho boys to- 
pisthoFt PricBt and I at once atnrted for Officer, 
whom wa found fjuito a winner, bnt ancooodod in 
ohoking him off ou our employer's order, and after 
the ebeelui had b^en enahed, took a pi^rting drink, 
wliieh made m tbfi last in r^a(*hiug th^ depot- 
When we w&ra all assembled, our employer in- 
ftirmied ua that he oidy w-iahed to keep us together 
uuiil embarkingt anil invited ua to accompany luia 
ftcroBs the atreet to Tom Kobbins's aaloon. 
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On enteriu^ llm saloon, linvelt inquired of thti 
yoaug fi^llow kM'liiiid die biu-, "^Son, what will you 
take for ihtt prtvUc^^ of mv miUu't4Uiuig tlu» OutUt 
for dftccn mimiteaV*' 

"Tlu Toneh U yours, air* »ad /ou oan nomo 
jour owQ tigurcG," emilmgly lutd somewhat 
slirewdly replied tbe young follow, xad promptly 
viM^at^ his position. 

"Now, two or three of you rwcals get in bolund 
tbens/' said old mun Don, as a quartet <if the boys 
pic>ked liim up and »et h!in oti 000 end of the bar. 
*'and let'* *eQ what tills rauoh liaa iu tbe way pf 
refreshment/' 

McCann, Quartern iglit, and myaelf obeyed tike 
order, but thi; faatidioua tofites of tbe line iu front 
ftoon comijelled u& to oall to our aesiatance both 
KobVina and the youitg mau who had just Tacated 
the bar in our faTor, 

"That's right, fellows," roared Lovell from his 
oommiLuditig position, na he jiuglcd a handful of 
gold coiDfl, "turn to and help wait on these thinly 
TexADs; and remeni)>er that nothing 'a too ri'sb for 
OUT blood tc-dsy, ThU outfit haa mada on& of tbe 
longest <*attle driven on record, and the best is none 
too good for tbein. So set out yonr Iwst, for they 
can't cut mueh hole In the profite in the short time 
we have to stAj. The train leaTM in twenty min- 
utesj and see that eirery rascal is pr^nded with mxi 
ea^tra bottle for the jootn^. And drop down this 
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way wlien you get time, as I want a couple of 
boxes of your best cigars to smoke on the way. 
Montana has treated us well, and we want to leave 
some of our coin with you." 
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